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Preface Glyph Interpretations and Character Meanings

EDHCC contains approximately 6000 entries explaining the connections between glyph and
original meanings in Old Chinese, a subject of interest to students of both Chinese (Mandarin, Yue,
Wu, Gan, Hakka etc.) and Japanese.

The meanings attached to the characters in the modern languages are a mishmash, marked by cases
such as those in which

*The original sense of a character remains, and is the only meaning

*The original sense has disappeared and been replaced with acquired meanings
* The original sense and acquired meanings coexist

* The original sense is retained in Chinese but has dropped in Japanese

*The original sense is retained in Japanese but has dropped in Chinese

*The Chinese and Japanese meanings fully coincide

*The Chinese and Japanese meanings partially coincide

*The Chinese and Japanese meanings do not coincide

EDHCC accounts for the meanings borne by the characters in modern Japanese. Treatment of the
meanings in modern Mandarin etc. will be presented elsewhere, and in a different format.



Section Notes

*The Han/Chinese characters were also used in Korean and Vietnamese, but they are excluded from
consideration here because use of the characters has been either greatly de-emphasized (in Korea)
or largely relegated to history (in Vietnam). Note that the meanings borne by the characters in
Korean and Vietnamese followed Chinese usage closely.

* Acquired meanings are of three types: Associated, extended and borrowed. Associated and
extended meanings are illustrated by J&Z. This originally indicated a tiger-stripe pattern, which is

still a meaning in Chinese and Japanese. In Chinese, but not Japanese, JZ also means "tiger," "tiger
cub" and "tiger-like," meanings arising by association with the animal producing the pattern

originally indicated. In Japanese, JiZ also means "pattern" (in general), which arises by association
with the specific type of pattern originally indicated. Further, Japanese also has the meanings
"speckled" and "mottled," which are by extension from "pattern" (in general), being other types of
patterns.

Borrowed meanings are discussed in Section III.

* Among the traditional forms of the Han/Chinese characters used in Chinese and Japanese, a small
number exhibit minor graphic distinctions. The EDHCC forms are the Japanese ones.

I The Types of Han/Chinese Characters

The traditional /N3 classification system identifies four types of characters. (Two other categories
concern usage rather than composition.) The four types are:

Pictographs (Chinese: 2 F; Japanese S 3LF)
Ideographs (Chinese: 5 55; Japanese: fi7~ 3LF7)
Semantic compounds (Chinese: & & 7; Japanese: 2 & 3LF)
Phonetic compounds (Chinese: 25 5~; Japanese: &7 3L 7).

However, the corpus of characters is more accurately reflected by the following classification
scheme.

1) Single-element characters
2) Dual-element characters

3) Irregular characters

Single-element characters are nearly all depictions of objects. A handful (ex: &= T #f) are
depictions of abstract concepts. Approximately 5% of the EDHCC corpus consists of the single-
element type.

Dual-element characters are comprised of a phonosemantic element and a semantic element (for
shorthand, the phonosemantic and the semantic). Both elements bear on the character's meaning,
with the phonosemantic also suggesting the character's pronunciation. For EDHCC classification



purposes, this category also includes characters that appear to be irregular but which analysis
reveals originated as regular dual-element characters (see the example of % below). Regular dual-
element characters, in combination with irregular characters that originated as such, account for
approximately 94% of the EDHCC corpus.

Truly irregular characters have multiple elements and do not follow the normative phonosemantic +
semantic pattern of dual-element characters. Fewer than 1% of the EDHCC corpus consists of this

type.

Section Notes

* Any given element may function as a phonosemantic or a semantic. There are over one hundred
characters in common use in which - is the semantic, but in characters such as & € if: £t and
fit;, 1= is the phonosemantic.

* Nearly all characters listed in the Appendix (Made-in-Japan Characters) are of semantic +
semantic formation. However, while these glyphs are inspired by Han/Chinese characters, they are
not Han/Chinese characters per se.

*The (truly) irregular characters appear to have been devised as substitutes for regular dual-element

characters, in the manner that /& (7 strokes) came to replace % (23 strokes). The upside of
character substitution is that the amount of labor required to express a term in writing is reduced.
The drawback is that the pronunciations of substitute characters are anomalous. For example, the

Old Chinese pronunciation of /i, is unlike 37, that of /K is unlike X, and neither is like 1 / A.

Aside from the formation pattern 1 / A\ + (Element 2), substitute characters were also created by
doubling (3% 55 L % 28 4 £ £5), tripling (fh %% &8 h &4 #) or even quadrupling (E& #%)
elements. In most cases it is not possible to identify the characters that were replaced, but #%, which
triples 7K to create a variant form of i}, is suggestive of one of the processes at work.

The limited number of irregular characters in the corpus is likely the result of cost/benefit analysis.
Although the pronunciations of 400-500 single-element characters can be memorized in a matter of
months, when thousands of compound characters with anomalous pronunciations are added to the
mix, the memorization period cannot help but extend into years (the very situation in Japanese).
Another consideration is the profound correlation between sounds and meanings in Old Chinese;
the ancient literati were no doubt wary of changes weakening the correlation between the two.
Ultimately, given a choice of conveying terms with fewer strokes, or of retaining the intuitiveness
of the pronunciations of the thousands of dual-element characters, the ancient Han chose the latter,
though a small percentage of irregular characters remained in the corpus.

For Further Reading

* The article "The Phantom Category of Chinese Characters" details the various processes
according to which the dual-element characters that acquired graphic irregularities came into
existence.

* For the correlation between sounds and meanings in Old Chinese, see the articles "Kanji
Etymology and the ABC Etymological Dictionary of Old Chinese" and "Iconicity of Chinese
Characters."



I Abbreviated Forms

It is common for abbreviated forms to appear in dual-element characters. Sometimes the
abbreviation is evident even in the modern versions of the characters, as when the lower four

strokes of /5 disappear in 55 /& and 2 or the bottom portion of /& drops in 5= % and 5%. This

phenomenon may also be discerned with 4 in 28, 7F in 17, B in &, 25 in %, & in 58, B in i
and so on.

In some cases the abbreviation is only revealed by inspecting historical forms of the characters,
which indicate the presence of fiiy in #, Jit in H, 7K in 7K, 5 in J& , M in 4=, and both %5 and H
in B, among other examples.

The most frequent use of abbreviated forms is illustrated by the characters ## ff#* and #5. All three
are written with the element 7, which in derivative characters typically lends the influence
"envelop/enclose," as in 17 % 2= ZF 53 and §%. In £ #% and %5, however, the 7 element lends the
influence "float," which is via ¥. In other words, with respect to £ f## and 3, 2 functions as an
abbreviated form of ¥%.

Many other examples of this type of abbreviation may be offered. Here are a dozen:

Character Apparent Element  Actual Element Abbreviated

i

1t
Dy
B4
0

iy PN b3
£ i i
B P s
] OO &
(el =) B
B £ =
B = i
Y < R
it 1k ik
J& H .
i b 1

A handful of independent characters were devised as abbreviated forms of entire characters, three
examples being ¥ (originating in %), £ (originating in #), and #& (originating in %&).

I Borrowed meanings (Sound loans)

Many characters have acquired meanings they did not originally bear, hence the designation

"borrowed meanings" ({EfE - i ). As suggested by the alternate designation "sound loans," the
practice was for the term conveyed by the character acquiring the borrowed meaning to be a
homonym of the term conveyed by the character from which the meaning was borrowed.

The most common type of borrowing involves characters sharing an identical element. The four-
stroke character i originally indicated a swelling bud, but came to bear the meanings "camp" or



"barracks," borrowed from the thirteen-stroke . Likewise, permitting {#l to convey the meaning
"defend" (borrowed from ) reduces the stroke count by five.

Note that although this type of borrowing most often resulted in characters conveying meanings
belonging to characters written with a greater number of strokes, the reverse is sometimes the case.

Compare B vis-a-vis o and # vis-a-vis fi.

Borrowing was also encouraged by cultural advances. The need for written expressions of
abstractions such as the cardinal points and the four seasons arose long after the invention of the
earliest set of characters. Given a choice of creating new characters or adapting existing ones to the

purpose, the Han chose the latter method (originally, 1t F ® and 78 had nothing to do with
directions, nor 7 & X and %4 with the seasons).

v Factors Complicating Interpretations of Han/Chinese Characters

Seldom can meaning of a dual-element character be readily intuited from its constituent elements.
As we have seen, two complicating factors are the use of abbreviated forms and the accretion of
borrowed meanings. Abbreviated forms misdirect our search for conceptual relations, while
borrowed meanings make nonsense of the semantic chain linking a term's original sense and its
acquired meaning(s).

A third complicating factor is that the conceptual or semantic influence exerted by a given
phonosemantic is not necessarily the same in all its derivative characters. Here are some examples
of how this tendency manifests itself.

Character/Original Sense  Influence One Influence Two
T expectorate old, old hard; dried out
dried out (= hard) food it G o AL
+ thick bar pressed thick bar press against
against a combatant HT B FF T F B
7% use a bladed weapon blade-like ceremony
in a ceremonial sacrifice I 1 6 (R
£ round fruit round fruit

7R R TR
H bolt of lightning bolt of lightning stretch
stretching from sky to earth 3 f# &5 fif i

Some phonosemantics exert several distinct influences in derivative characters.

Character/Original Sense  Influence One Influence Two Influence Three

KX press the low point or ~ press low foundation

foundation of an object KK AR AR i JiE AR AR



% aged person following  ridge long and curved long span

a long, curved ridge 58 g [N fz s g

i simple weapon used simple — single weapon fanning motion
with a fanning motion e/ AL oEL/BRL S/ A 15 e

%2 insert seized goods insert supple/soft seize; sack

in soft/supple sacks e ik 1k gt /ige f8 g

A fourth complicating factor is of course changes in the forms of the characters. For example, it
makes no sense to interpret 5% as & words + 4% action indicator, as the & element was originally a

chisel and 4 originally a hand + a bar. 7% is an example of a character that appears to be irregular
but originated as a regular dual-element character.

v Differences in Character Meanings in Chinese and Japanese

There is a high degree of correspondence in the principal meanings the characters convey in
Japanese and in Chinese. Here are the main reasons for distinctions of meaning, where they exist.

1) Retention/loss of original significations

In Chinese, some characters retain original significations that disappeared before entering Japanese,
or that entered Japanese but subsequently dropped. Examples: W JF& fic 8 J& 15 32 58 % B i
RO BB E B Rl EFE Ak TF 2R AR BE R R T AR £

Conversely, in Japanese, some characters retain original significations that dropped in Chinese.
Examples: if % #& B AC BUIC 58 08 49 o 52 0 ik B KR R MR o DGR G ORE IR 28 T %
e o G B BE xR B !%J%%m#E”’f%ﬂ%ﬁ%iﬁﬁ?ﬁ?%”ﬁ@m@fﬁ@%ﬁ
i = on IR B E RS (| E U B AR R A R .

2) The primary meanings in each language are distinct, but equally well follow from the original

sense of the term. For instance, # is # (rough, covering substance) + -+ grass/plant, indicating a
type of vegetation with a rough surface. In Chinese, the reference is to "gourd" or "calabash," while

in Japanese it is "garlic." As another example, % is 7> sand + & fish, indicating a creature that

inhabits the sands of shallow waters. In Chinese, % indicates a "shark," while the meaning in
Japanese is "goby."

Here are some other characters of this nature:

?5%%%//\2‘%"”}51%[1%’%%%@%‘?%@%ﬁiﬁﬁ%/ﬁ%RLI@IEE{F(W’HHF“/X%**%
e A 22 i 2 R S OR TR ORG24 i A e T AR AR 0 T e i w R A

3) Borrowed meanings are found in one of the languages, but not both.

Characters with borrowed meanings in Chinese that are not meanings in J apanese' 5 W AL 5 AR

BE T AE AL 2R OF KA 88 T B ﬁi%%ﬁ{ﬂ%{%& PR sE B R M A E WD) S A
BB EMBEMIEHEZBE SR EZHETH Fﬁ??%ﬁﬂﬁ%?’%ﬁzaﬁff“%
OB R VE R OB ORS00 B BE R R R 1 AR )R B3GR R I T B2 R i



I

Uiis 2 ik B0 R IR P ME B R UE B8 Fh S R 0E D 9

Characters with borrowed meanings in Japanese that are not meanings in Chinese: f#§ % ¥ & Bk
ME BRRE B OCME L R 1A B B B PR B MR B A IR AR MR RS T TR R ORE RN OB H)
B Bk o Rk R BRI E D RO EREEEE RS R
BT 5L me 58 Ak A0 522 @ A ON R B % B 4T U A 98 TR B 0l BE & T B

4) Characters having borrowed meanings in both Chinese and Japanese, but with the borrowed
meanings conveying something different in each language: %z 2% #& fo. A2 & AT ## K & &y
i UNE S I U e R T

5) Reinterpretation

In Chinese, a small number of characters have primary or secondary meanings that derive from

reinterpretation. For example, # originally indicated a scull, or an oar, in the sense of a wooden
object drawn up out of the water and moved from one side to the other to propel a vessel. However,

¥ later acquired the additional meanings "watchtower" and "turret," a result of reinterpreting the
"drawn upward" aspect of the character as indicating a high wooden construction. Another example

of reinterpretation in Chinese involves 7, which combines H. (plant matter) and ¥ /7K water,

originally indicating vegetation at water's edge. Later, ¥ /7K was understood as brine in which
vegetation is pickled, and thus the additional meaning "pickled vegetables." Other characters

reinterpreted in Chinese include € £ 5 1 #% fifh #E and /.

These additional significations are carried over in Japanese, so that the Chinese and Japanese
meanings overlap. However, certain characters were also reinterpreted in Japanese to convey
particular meanings that did not enter Chinese.

For example, # originally indicated soft metal, a meaning retained in Chinese. In Japanese, though,

the character was reinterpreted as /5 bad + 4 money for the Japanese-only meaning "bad
money." Another example is the meaning "woods/grove in the vicinity of a shrine" attached in

Japanese to ff, a result of taking 1 as an abbreviated form of ft: (ff£f: = Shinto shrine).

Other characters reinterpreted in Japanese and lacking equivalent meanings in Chinese include #%

£ 58 B AR RE Bk I U B A ARK BE B AT 7D and fif.
VI Disclaimer
All characters in EDHCC display correctly in the software used to create the dictionary. The author

regrets but assumes no responsibility for character corruption stemming from conversion to PDF or
other formats.

VII Key to Symbols and Terms used in the Interpretations

# = phonosemantic element in dual-element characters
— = leads to the idea/meaning

— = results from the idea/meaning

*(word/phrase)* = meanings borne by the character in modern Japanese

Shinjitai G8T7-{&) = (variant form of a) character designated to replace a traditional character



The Etymological Interpretations

i (5) ;550 -V%-Dn L)
The relevant oracle bone form of &7 combines 1 mouth + an object filling it — expectorate *old*,
*dried out*, *hard* food — *dry up*; *stale* — *used*; *old-fashioned*.

T (8) 7B (LWL Lip-LDD) ;1 ()

H# hard; dried out + Jf grass/plant — *bitter* plant that makes the mouth go dry — *stubborn*;
*pain*; *agony*; *suffering*; *hardship*; *trying* (experience); *exert oneself*; *worry*;
*distress™; *pressure®; *torment*; *torture*; *be at a loss*; *embarrassment*.

) ;=W\ FDH D)
# hard; dried out + [ ] circular enclosure — harden about an object — *hard/harden*;

*stiff/stiffen* — *resolute™; *stubborn*. Other extended meanings include *tight*, *firm*, *rigid*,
*strict®, *solid*, *jell*, *fortify*, *collect*, *settle*, and *settle down*.

&l (10) =2;%
As per [#l# (hardened/hard object) + A person — objects and people distinguished one by one
(compare f# as well as 45) — *individual*; *item* — *counter*.

& (14)
As per [## (hardened/hard object) + /7 bamboo — hard pieces of bamboo — *counter* («—
bamboo pieces used as counters) — *this*; *that* («— count this piece, count that piece).

N )
(@) W=
The left-hand portion of the character 17 bamboo, serving as an abbreviated form of f& *counter®.

H(9) 71

# hard; dried out + 4 action indicator — harden into fixed reality — *old*; *die*; *the late*
(referring to a deceased person) — *old acquaintance*; *reason*; *cause™®; *circumstances™®; *past*
(«— by reason of past circumstances «— stand firm upon established premises, for example, "because
such and such is so, therefore X").

o9 ;0 (63-1D)

H# hard; dried out + K tree/wood — *dried out* tree/wood — *wither*; *die*; *be seasoned*.

J& (8) Fa; (%)
H# hard + /7' buttocks — seat oneself on a hard surface — settle/set in place — *be present* —
*exist* (compare A, 7E, and 17) — *stay*; *live*.

& (1) F=;9 (X5-D%)
As per JE# (settle/set in place) + F+ hand/action indicator (for emphasis/clarification) — *set*;
*place®; *settle down to*; *settle upon*.

W (12) =, 29957
As per Hi# (rough, covering substance) + 7K water — (originally, a silted) *lake*. Now a lake in
the general sense of the word.



@) =3k
Originally the left half of ' gate, representing a rectangular *door* — *household*; *counter for
houses*.

B (12) 2,08 (1))
J7# door + £ short, squat bird — caged bird — *employ*; *hire* (< workers likened to caged
birds). *Pay* is an extended meaning («+— provide funds to keep the services of an employee).

B 21) =020 (HD)
As per JE# (caged bird) + H head — caged bird looking about nervously (compare ) — *look
back* — *consider*; *review*; *reflect on*; *take note of*; *pay attention to*.

oo (8) =;LwHld
H# old + %z woman — aged woman — *mother-in-law* (mother of one's husband); *aunt* (sister
of one's father). *For the time being* is a borrowed meaning.

fl () =

H# old + /L» heart/emotions — something old on which one can *rely/depend* — *parent*.

I (8) =
5 # hard; dried out + 7K water — drought-prone body of water. *Buy* and *sell* are borrowed
meanings, via {i.

BhO(12) =

H# old + 5 words — *old language/term* — *meaning of an old term*; *interpret an old
term/text™®.

% (12) =

# hard; dried out + 3 (cutting tool — punish) — severe (= hard) punishment for a *crime*.

B9 2557
# hard; dried out + P flesh — rough, dry beard covering the jowls — *barbarian* (« bearded
foreigner) — *of foreign origin* (« barbarian foreigners). Compare #.

B (12) =;1IcAicl
As per Bl# (rough, covering substance) + Jf grass/plant — type of vegetation with a rough surface.
In Japanese, # refers to *garlic*.

B 13) ==
As per ## (rough, covering substance) + & jewel — jewel-encrusted, ritual *food stand*. The
compound HitE refers to coral.

o(15) =, D0
As per #l# (rough, covering substance) + K rice — rice *paste* used as a rough, covering
substance — *paste on*; *starch*.



B (16) =
As per ## (rough, covering substance) + PH alcohol container (— fermentation) — butterfat
(covering milk) — *butter cream™.

IH (1) =223 -hD)
As per [## (hardened/hard object) + 7K water — water that has evaporated, leaving an object dried
up and hardened — *dry up* — *exhaust*.

(13) =
As per [## (hardened/hard object) + 7 illness — *chronic illness* (causing the body to harden).

i (16) =
As per [## (hardened/hard object) + 4 metal — (of the cracks/grooves of a mold) *fill with molten
metal*, which hardens to create a unified object — *confine*.

& (10) =
As per JE# (settle/set in place) + A person — person actually or figuratively settled in place and
possessed of an *arrogant* attitude. Compare .

2 (13) Fa; 3%

As per JE# (settle/set in place) + 4< clothing — *hem* of a skirt or *cuff* of trousers (< end point
of a garment where the fabric gathers/settles). *Foot of a mountain™® is via a Japanese extension of
the sense of this character.

5 (15) F=;59<E (D)
As per JE# (settle/set in place) + /& leg/foot — *crouch*; *squat®. *Arrogant* is a borrowed
meaning, via &

P& (16) F=,DIXY
As per JE# (settle/set in place) + 4 metal — the set teeth of a *saw™.

% (13) W7, U7
As per %# (hard) + 3 animal that ambles along the ground — slow-moving animal with a
ferocious (= hard) bite — *badger*. The variant form ¥ replaces 3 with X dog/beast.

B (11) =
As per 2 (kneel and spread arms in obeisance) + J7# door — retinue of prostrate subjects
attending by a door — *obey*; *follow*.

i (7) =

H# old + A person — vendor of old goods — *merchant* — *sell*; *price*; *evaluate™.

HO(10) 3;HAH
# hard; dried out + F0 net — hard, dried out *net*.

1#(10) =;23 (%)
As per []# (hardened object) + 7K ice — *freeze*.



il (18) =
As per H# (rough, covering substance) + & food/eating — *rice porridge* («— poor/rough food)
— *live on rice porridge* (in poverty).

it (8) =

# hard; dried out + [1I mountain — *hill*/mountain covered with hard rocks.

fii (12) =, O&XkE0T
T here an abbreviated form# of 7 bitter + P4 alcohol container — bitter *liquor*. *Alcohol
vendor* is a borrowed meaning, influenced by {{i merchant.

f (13) =

H# hard; dried out + 4& metal — hard piece of cast metal — *cobalt*.

fi (12) =

T # bitter + K tree/wood — *coarse-barked tree*, painful to the touch — *coarse*.

B (18) =;Lk;6A )
t5# hard; dried out + an abbreviated form of 4 salt — *rock salt* — *land or waters from which
salt is extracted*. Also, *brittle* («— crumbly piece of salt).

i (14) ;7,80 ()
As per FR (overlay) + 17 here an abbreviated form# of fifi prosperity; happiness — *prosperity*;
*happiness* — *great/large* («— figurative, overlapping layers of prosperity/felicity).

i (15) =
As per B# (rough, covering substance) + H insect/creature — insect/creature with a rough
covering substance. The compound i (sometimes written H%) refers to a butterfly.

it (10) =& (W)
H# old + 71~ altar/the supernatural — *prosperity* and *happiness* bestowed by the heavens
(accruing from proper veneration of ancestors).

57 =

The relevant seal inscription form is F# mouth + a head leaning forward — mouths figuratively
intersecting in rowdy conversation. The pronunciation of the character simulates the sound of
animated conversation, or quarreling. The ancient Chinese kingdom of Wu (Japanese: *Go*) is a
borrowed meaning — *China*.

B(10) =
As per S# (rowdy) + 2 woman — enjoy a woman in rowdy circumstances — *pleasure*;
*enjoyment™®. 2 was devised to replace ‘2.

E (13) 7 BENn
As per S# (rowdy) + FE tiger — tigers locked in combat (compare EZ and 4%). *Give careful
thought to* is a borrowed meaning, as are *be anxious about*, *fear*, *apprehension* and



*concern¥*.

M4 Z;6°FE05)

As per 5# (rowdy) + & words — quarrel involving a *mistake* — *err*,

Ho4) ;000D (D)

The relevant oracle bone form of this character shows two crossing lines between two parallel lines.
The meaning *five* may be connected with the idea that, when counting to ten on one hand, a
person first counts to five, then crosses back the other way to reach ten.

& (10) 2;5£0-2)
As per £# (crossing) + [ heart/emotions — crossing point between ignorance and

*understanding*, *enlightenment* or *comprehension* (compare &) — *perception*;
*realization™®; *notice*.

iE(14) T5072(D)

As per £-# (crossing of words) + 5 words — the crossing of words in conversation — *converse*;
*talk*; *tell* — *narrate*; *saying*; *word*; *language*. i was devised to replace & .

#(8) ;00 (KTr)

As per JF# (mesh; cross) + W grass/plant — buds that mesh — *bud* — *sprout*; *shoot* —
*sign*; *beginnings*; *omen* («— buds, sprouts or shoots as harbingers of something new).

w8 T
As per A # (mesh; cross) + & village/settlement — a crossroads settlement — *evil* («—
superstitious association of crossroads with misfortune) — *wrong*; *illness*.

Bl (14) 2;H7-(x5) Shinjitai 5 (3)
The relevant bronzeware inscription form shows two objects meshing, to which a seal inscription

form adds two pairs of hands — raise an object in unison (compare #£) — *work jointly*;
*participate®. *Give* and *grant* are borrowed meanings.

B (18) Fa;b (D351 T-1F%) Shinjitai 25 (10)

As per Eil# (raise in unison) + F* hand/action indicator (for emphasis/clarification) — *raise*;
*action®; *pick up*; *do/perform*; *all/all together*; *in a body*. Also, *indicate* and
*demonstrate* («— raise significant points), along with *nominate*, *arrest* and *hold* (a
ceremony) («— group actions).

2 (21) 2;1FFEG)  Shinjitai & (13)

As per Hil# (raise in unison) + = words — raise words of *praise* in unison — *honor*; *glory*;
*fame*; *renown®; *reputation®.

iE (12) %= Shinjitai & (11)
An abbreviated form# of & (sunken) + an element deriving from a seal inscription form of fr:
(geologic basin) — basin notably sunken in the middle (e.g., for the foundation of a building;

compare A1) — *hollow*; *empty* — *false*; *untrue*; *fool*.

M (12) 2;%Fa;8;BA;»



As per H# (whip) + ¥ movement — whip a horse in driving a chariot — *manage*; *control*;
*tame™*. Also, *honorary prefix* (originally, with reference to one who manages/controls).

*Defend* is a borrowed meaning via .

¥ (13)
As per #i# (conjunction of beginning and end points) + 1= earth — *clay figure*; *model* (that
returns to clay when destroyed).

H 4 720500

A depiction of two notched sticks that fit together in crossing — *mutual*.

b (8) ¥;= Shinjitai & (7)
The relevant seal inscription form shows, as depicted in f&, a profusion of fine bones in fontanels

(open spaces in an infant's skull over which the skull bones eventually fuse) + JL person —
*infant*; (very young) *child*.

#% (10) ;7 502;%

=+ roof/building + Z< pig/boar, here a variant form of X# (pig/boar stretched taut for slaughter) —
pigs/boars confined in a hut or shed and awaiting slaughter — *house*/*household* — *home*;
*family*; *shop*; *store*; *business™ — *dealer®; *seller*; *specialist* («— tradesman operating a
particular business).

g (13) 71;£2(<) ;&80
Z# household + 2 woman — woman sent to another household — *marry* (off a daughter) —
*bride*; *one's wife*; *one's daughter-in-law*.

B (15) 7;iE )
As per ZZ# (hut/shed) + K grain/rice — *harvested crops* in a storehouse — *plant crops*; *earn
a living*; *work* — *gain* (« work).

H (7)) V5%
A depiction of the frame of a *vehicle* with dual seats — *wheel*; *wheel-shaped object*;
*automobile™.

J&E (10) =

Hi# vehicle + J building — *storehouse* for covering vehicles.

B (9) = Shinjitai L (5)
X leg/foot pointed downward + JL# desk/table — stop and rest on/against a desk, chair, or other

furniture (compare &) — *place™®; *point in time* (place an object where it belongs). Later, &
tiger was appended to suggest the pronunciation, but the present form reverts to the original.

# (16) *=;= Shinjitai #L (8)
As per E# as described in | (fierce) + F hand/action indicator — fierce martial activity resulting
in occupation of an enemy position — *base™ — *point of origin*.

& (11) ;50  Shinjitai i (6)

Ex# false + A: *false*; *deceptive*; *artificial*; *fake* — *temporary*; *provisional* (« false



condition that is only temporary) — *lend*; *borrow* (« temporary loan as opposed to a

permanent gift/grant). *Leisure* is a borrowed meaning, via H%. Here, A has no semantic function,
being used simply to create a derivative character emphasizing the "false" rather than the "conceal”

aspect of overlaying the body with a garment, the original sense of Fx.

B (13) %, 0%
As per Ex# (overlay) + H sun/day — figurative overlaying of days/time, creating a surplus —
*leisure™ (time).

T ) 778 05-2F) K2 (55F5) ;S35 1F5) ; Lz L
The relevant oracle bone form of this character is a depiction of one line below another, suggesting

the idea of *under* (contrast [-) — *low*; *lower*; *below*; *down*; *subordinate*; *descend*.
Extended meanings from "down" or "below" include *come/go down*; *fall*; *drop*; *hang*
(down/from); *hand down*; *younger*; *have diarrhea*; *abort* (a fetus); *step/move back*;
*withdraw®; *leave the capital®; *retire* and *surrender®. By further extension are *carry*,
*remove* and *clear a table* («— take down from a table); *grate® («— grated shavings that fall
below); *give* and *do someone the favor of *(«— hand < hand down); *obtain* (« be
handed/given); and *latter half* («— bottom/lower of two halves).

f& (15) 77;57=\> Shinjitai ffi (8)

E# buy; trade + A person — merchant evaluating (= setting a *price/value* on) commaodities.

2 (10) #7780
A depiction of a dancer whose face is covered by a large, square mask (compare #k). *Summer* is
an extended meaning (dance performed in celebration of summer).

g8 (8) 77 Shinjitai # (7)
A depiction of a square or rectangular foundation, *subordinate* to and pressured by the structure
that fills it (compare i) — *sub*. *Asia* is via the phonetic construction AEAHAE.

% (5) F=;5(%)
The relevant oracle bone form of this character is [ ] circular enclosure + X stand outstretched.

However, the phonetic evidence suggests that X was originally 7# reverse, suggesting "reverse
course and *withdraw™® from a particular place" — *leave*; *go*; *pass* (away from); *disappear™
— *Jast* (October etc.) («— past «<— pass). Also, *resign* (a post) and *divorce* (« take leave of).

Recall that although the modern forms are distinct, the earliest form of ¥ is X written in reverse.

E (5) %=
A depiction of a large/great framing square (carpenter's tool), with arms at distant ends — *ruler®;
*large/huge* — *much/many*.

B 8) Fa;2iX(Tr)
As per E# (distant) + & hand/action indicator — keep another person at a distance in defending
oneself — *defend*; *refuse*; *deny*.

H (12) =

As per BE.# (distant) + /& leg/foot — *spur* (that keeps the digits of a fighting cock separated/at a
distance from each other) — *distance®.



@A
A depiction of a square-headed mallet, two or more of which would be used in alternation when
pounding grain in the mortar framing the mallets. Latter half of a unit of measurement (e.g., for a

group of twelve, - covers 7-12) as well as *11 A.M. to 1 P.M.* and *noon* are associated
meanings in the sense of the alternating point of a given day. *Horse* (as the seventh sign of the

Chinese zodiac) and *south* are borrowed meanings. In derivative characters such as 7 and #F, 7
exerts the conceptual influence "yield," via the image of yielding so another person can carry out a
task such as pounding grain.

(11 F=;05 ()
As per T# (yield) + 5 words — yielding words — *allow*; *accept*; *acknowledge*; *admit*;
*permit* — *forgive*; *pardon*; *excuse*.

(1) F;hEhén

As per Hi# (square/rectangular) + 1+ earth — square, earthen *foundation* — *basis*; *origin*.

a2 ;=
As per Hi# (square/rectangular) + H moon — *cycle*; *period* («<— lunar cycle conceived of as
proceeding around a square/rectangular backdrop; compare fi as well as Z& and ).

B(12) *
As per Hi# (square/rectangular) + K tree/wood — rectangular, wooden playing board — *shogi*;
(the game of) *go*.

e (12) ¥, ()
As per Hi# (square/rectangular) + /X bent, open-mouthed figure — (square-)masked figure
(compare &) — *deceive*; *trick*; *cheat* (< masked, deceptive appearance).

Hoa13) =
As per Hi# (square/rectangular) + 4 stone — game in which stone pieces are used on a rectangular

board/table — (the game of) *go*. Unlike #, which can refer to both go and shogi, 2 refers only
to go.

HE (14) ;137
As per Hi# (square/rectangular) + the pennant/banner element described in it — rectangular
*flag/pennant/banner*.

= (5) VLo ()
A depiction of a frame-shaped altar, where the *gods* *manifest® their will — *show*; *indicate*;

*display*; *express*. In dual-element characters, 7~ nearly always functions as a reference to
supernatural forces in general.

HL (6) F; 2<%
JL# desk/table + K tree/wood (for emphasis/clarification) — (wooden) *desk*.

B O(13) A



As per &# (contained) + /[ heart/emotions — keep contained in the heart (compare /&) — (deep)
*thought*; *mind*; *signification™.

5 (14) ;9572809 bLwy)

As per Z# (come to a stop) + an obsolete element of unclear composition and signification.
*Question* may be regarded as originating in the idea of "stop and interrogate a person," leading to
the associated meanings *suspicion*® and *doubt*.

# (17) ¥
As per %& (come to a stop) + T hand/action indicator — bring to a stop. *Imitate*,*resemble* and
*model on* are borrowed meanings.

B& (18) A Shinjitai [& (7)

As per Bx# (contain; cover) + P4 alcohol container — medicinal brew in a container — *doctor*;
*cure*. The present form combines [ contain/conceal and 2~ arrow, a character originally
indicating arrows stretching from beyond a quiver or other container. [% combines [
contain/conceal and %% arrow — arrows stretching from beyond a quiver or other container.

f(10) ;0
The element now appearing as F.(subject; retainer) was originally [J#hs described in E& (confine
in the jaw/mouth — confine). The addition of 2 woman indicated a woman confined within a

palace (compare /%) — female palace slave. Via the intermediary sense of "courtly retainer," the
character came to indicate a mistress, or court lady, and eventually a *princess*. *Honorific title for
a woman of high rank* is by association.

Zh (8) HA
As per % # (stretched taut) + /7 power/energy — stretch a slack object, making it taut — (criminal)
*investigation*® («— tighten a loose collection of facts and bring to a conclusion).

% (13) A

As per % # (stretched taut) + & words — words of warning that cause the hearer to go taut —
*warn* — *apply (to)*; *pervade* — *the said thing/individual* (« the particular warning in
question).

B (7)) A WEL (D-DD)
J1# pair of hands + =X, spear/halberd — *admonish* or *prohibit* by the threat of force — *warn*;
*instruct™*.

(1) A
7# admonish + K tree/wood — *weapon(s)*; *shackles* (< wooden contrivances used in
admonition/punishment) — *device®; *machine*.

L (3) =;%;B0ON
A depiction of a primitive loom consisting of two sticks, between which threads are stretched or

raised. In derivative characters, T\ suggests "arise." *Oneself*, *sixth in a series* and *sixth
calendar sign* are borrowed meanings.



= (7)) F0n(EbLudete)
C\# arise + /[ heart/emotions — arousal of fear, *disgust* or *hatred* — *shun*; *avoid*;
*abstain from*; *taboo* («— shun that which one detests).

% (7)) DA;5057-(F5DTHD)

C\# arise + A (strike) — strike to arouse/raise, inaugurating a *reform* or amendment (compare
#85) — *amend*; *renew*; *anew*; *correct* — *replace*; *improve*; *change*; *check*;
*again*; *another time* — *be formal/ceremonious*.

o (9) %
C.# arise + 5% thread — raise threads. *History*, *narrative* (record) and *chronicle* are
borrowed meanings, via FC.

Fe(10) F;L5 ()
C\# arise + 5 words — words that rise from a writing medium — *notation*; *record*;
*memory*; *mark*®; *marker* — *write down*; *mention*.

g (10) F;B(E5-279:2%)
C\# arise + & run/action indicator — arise and *cause* to *occur* — *arise/awaken*; *generate*;
*start™; *begin®; *establish® — *originate in*; *stay awake*.

= (6) F;<H7E(TD)
As per 1E# (stand straight) + [ [alvariant of A\ person — stand on tiptoes, alert to carry out a
*plan*, *plot* or *scheme* (compare 5 and f#£) — *attempt* (< attempt to carry out a plan).

X (4) visE(25)

The relevant seal inscription form is X # hand/action indicator + a branch — skillfully manipulate a
*branch* — *support® (< branch-like, Y-shaped object used as a support); *hold* (in check) («—
forked stick that keeps an enemy at bay).

Iz (7) *

SZ# branch + (1] mountain — mountain path that branches — *branch off*; *forked road*.

B (1) ¥:bE
As per # (skillfully manipulate) + F hand/action indicator — *technique* involving skillful
manipulation — *skill* — *accomplishment*.

K ) ;272
3Z# branch + K tree/wood — *branch*; *bough*; *twig*. 12 was devised to replace < after the
latter came to refer to "branch" in primarily abstract senses.

g (13) A7 83T -<1F%)

f4# horn + an element combining JJ sword/knife and “f* cow — *remove* cattle horns in
butchering — *dismember*; *break*; *release*; *unravel*; *disentangle*; *untie*; *loosen*;
*solve*; *melt* — *understand*; *explain* — *dispel* («— dispel doubts and obtain
understanding) — *cancel*. *Comb* is by extension from "disentangle."



e (8) v
3Z# branch + A flesh — *the limbs*, likened to branches — *arms and legs*. Also, *branch
element™®.

fa (11) Fa;98,;80h7%
A depiction of the hard, dried skeleton of a *fish*.

i (14) ¥=;Vay
fa# fish + 7K water — pull fish from water — *fishing*.

JL (2) &
A depiction of a tall *desk/table*.

Fo@4) 0 ER
A depiction of fangs or tusks that mesh with or cross over the bottom teeth (compare % and 5H) —
*fang*; *tusk*. Also, *tooth/teeth*.

Ho(6) 7
A depiction of a square or rectangular container with a *cover* placed atop it — *place atop/upon*.
Compare 2.

H (13) &
As per Hi# (covered container) + H commodities — commodities in a covered container — *buy*;
*trade*; *merchant*.

W (16) A5
As per fi## (remove a protective element) + :[» heart/emotions — strip away tense/guarded
emotions — *be relaxed*. Also, *laziness*.

#®(17) A
As per fi## (remove a protective element) + & movement (— action indicator) — remove a
barrier/partition and make an unexpected find — *chance/unexpected encounter*.

BE(19) A0

As per fi#t# (protective element) + HL insect/creature — *crab* with a protective shell. Compare .

I (7) ¥;%
As per X# (skillfully manipulate) + % woman — *female entertainer* skilled in singing, dancing
and the musical arts. Also, *prostitute* («— provider of sexual entertainment; compare #8).

BL (12) %3
An abbreviated form# of 3¢ (skillfully manipulate) + /& horse — *tame/handle* (a horse) —
*control*. Compare £

@) A3 80N THTD)
Two parallel lines suggesting an immobile pile of objects + the pennant/banner element described in
Jit — flagstaffs of military standards thrust into and filling gaps in parallel objects — *on*; *at*;



*in*. *With respect to* and *concerning* are borrowed meanings.

M (8) +;
71~ # altar/the supernatural + £ family/clan — altar for worshiping a tutelary *earth god*. *Solely*
and *only* are borrowed meanings. Distinguish jift from jif.

B (7)) ;) ;o
As per 1i# (cross) + [1 mouth — crossing of words in conversation. *I*, *my*, *our*, *one's
own*, *oneself*, and *ego* are borrowed meanings.

& (20) 7 eSS
As per £-# (crossing) + i rat/mouse — *flying squirrel* of an X-shaped crossing pattern when in
flight.

fE (22) =
As per B# (crossing) + B teeth — irregular tooth that crosses in front or behind another tooth —
*irregular teeth™; *cross* — *conflict™®.

H (8) F;x0;th
Originally, a depiction of a square or rectangular winnow. The relevant bronzeware inscription form
appends JL# desk/table. *That* is a borrowed meaning.

B (14) *; 7
As per H# (winnow) + 77 bamboo — bamboo *winnow* — *winnowing fan/fork*. % was
devised to replace  after the latter's transformation of meaning.

Bt (19) &%

As per Hi# (square/rectangular) + i deer — a *fabulous creature* said to make perfect right
angles in turning. The creature is supposed to have the trunk of a deer, the tail of a cow and the
hooves and mane of a horse, and to emit a multicolored glow (see §i#). The compound JEfk refers
to the male and female of the beast, with il normally understood to represent the former and J& the

latter. f#ti#% also applies to the *giraffe*, an animal which may have been the model for the
imaginary beast.

= (A

The relevant seal inscription form indicates an arrow hitting a squarish, lumpy target and coming to

a stop. For the idea of stopping, compare JiZ and B%. %= was eventually employed as a *particle®
indicating the completion of an action.

B (10) 745120
As per Z# (come to a stop) + = earth — *dust* settled over stationary objects.

o0y 74
As per Z# (come to a stop) + T hand/action indicator — cause to come to a stop in order/sequence
— *push* (from behind) — *approach*. 2 is rarely used except in the compound 24 (greeting).

B (11) —o



As per [E# (arrows stretching from beyond a quiver or other container) + 4% action indicator —
echoing sound produced by objects striking each other in a container — *echo*.

W (13) #;&7
As per Ex# (overlay) + & jewel — *flaw/blemish* overlaying the surface of a jewel — *defect*;
*mistake*; *fault*.

M (15) ;2
As per Ex# (overlay) + H insect/creature — *shrimp* (with a layered shell) — *lobster*. Compare
fifz, the Made-in-Japan character %%, and .

B (7)) B39 03 (Te)
As per Ex# (overlay) + [ rain/natural phenomena — *reddish clouds* or *haze* that overlays the
sky — *dim*; *blurred*.

g (11) 7 ;8L

As per d5# (downward pressure) + 1 mouth — blockage of the throat (compare ") — *mute*.

io(12) 7
As per Hi# (downward pressure) + K tree/wood — the *crotch* of a tree (upon which heavy
branches exert downward pressure).

i (9) Fa;=
As per Fi# (large/great) + ‘K fire — large *torch*.

¥ (8) va;&h
As per F# (mallet) + K tree/wood — *wooden mallet* — *pestle*. #F was devised to replace 7.

B (13) 7504

A variant form of T, replacing & with 5 as described in #: *obstacle*; *hindrance*.

B (19) 7794
As per 5&# (come to a stop) + 41 stone — obstructive boulder that stops progress — *obstacle™;
*hindrance*.

Z (6) A 71450
A depiction of a pig/boar stretched taut for slaughter on a frame. *Boar* (as the *twelfth sign of the
Chinese zodiac*), *twelfth* and *9 P.M. to 11 P.M.* are borrowed meanings.

B% (16) A
As per % # (stretched taut) + 55 horse — horse gone tense in fright or surprise (compare # and %)
— *startle/surprise*; *be startled/surprised™.

B (16) WA 1;0<5
As per % # (stretched taut) + ‘5 bone — taut, skeletonized *body* — *bone(s)*; *skeleton*;
*corpse*. Also, *framework* («— skeleton as the bony framework of the body).



(7)) =%

CW# arise + K tree/wood — *willow* (« tree with flexible branches that both bend and rise).

Mz (13) 7A;v7
s/4a# fill/full + B piled earth — *narrow™ mountain pass, nearly filled by the cliffs on both sides.
Compare [J0.

f (16) A;<(H-11D)

Tx/4a# fill/full + 5% thread — head filling a noose in hanging/strangulation — *hang*; *strangle*.

B (14) ;20

K # summer + K tree/wood — *hackberry* («— tree resistant to the heat of summer).

B (20) 7, O

As per ## (be pressured — be pressed) + 42 metal — soft metal, pressed into a particular shape.
*Bad money*, as in the compound #EE:(TN=H(2), is via a Japanese reinterpretation of this
character as /& bad + 4= money.

Ho(10) 7L

As per Fi# (large/great framing tool) + %% arrow (— ancient measuring implement) — *carpenter's
square* — *standard*. Compare also 5€ as described in ¥&. For the use of %% to indicate a
measuring implement, compare the original left-hand element of #i.

R (12) Fa;0h AL
5E combines Jf carpenter's square + K tree/wood — a wooden carpenter's square. ¥ is an
abbreviated form# of %2 + 7K water — *ditch/channel/canal* shaped like a carpenter's square.

o o(14) =;12&0
As per #F# (be accepting) + 7K water — riverbank/*shore* (that absorbs the pounding of water) —
*vicinity*®.

¥ (15) Fa;bk
As per Ji# (sunken) + 1= earth — *ruins* that have sunk into the earth.

H(16) *;2Wan(d)
H4 different + Jt north — a region in northern China (now identified with *Hebei Province*)

famed for a special breed of horse, B, which featured a distinctive (= different) square pattern on
the hide, blue-black in color. *Hope* and *wish for* are borrowed meanings.

B (27) %
As per F# (special breed of horse) + 5 horse — *thoroughbred horse* — *talent*(ed person). i
was devised to replace . after Z lost its connection with horses.

R (14) ;000 (2) ;00 (5X)
[[derives from a depiction of a square jaw, taken broadly as a body part enabling the mouth to
close upon and contain food (compare 7H) and thus associated with confinement. [if! is [J[(¢onfine)



+ [ (fetus) — fetus confined in a womb. I is as per [il# (confine) + ‘X fire — brilliant fire,
confined to a particular place — *bright*; *shine*. *Spread™* is via a Japanese reinterpretation of
the character (fire spreading within a confined space), as is *abate* («— abating fire) — *relax™ («—
ease «— abating fire).

W (14) IA;0FEL(DD)

7# admonish + = words — verbal admonition/warning — *admonish*; *warn*.

% (6) ¥;*

As per 3Z# (skillfully manipulate) — *skill*; *talent*; *ability* — *deed*. Here, A has no
semantic function, being used simply to create a derivative character conveying meanings that
dropped from the original one.

(1) 7S (L LiEe- D)
As per H# (mesh; cross) + 5 words — words exchanged in crossing paths — *meet*. Also,
*suspicion® and *doubt* («— cautious attitude toward a stranger).

B 2%

As per A # (mesh; cross) + 4+ valley — crossing point of two or more gorges — *gorge*. *Echo*
is an associated meaning («— sound crossing between gorges). In ancient Japan, echoes were
believed to emanate from *tree spirits™*.

HE (9) ¥iov;h
An abbreviated form# of B (crossroads settlement) + H ear — cross-question — (grammatical)
*interrogative* («— crossroads taken in a figurative sense). Hf is also used for transliterations.

fit (12) ¥

Originally #f, which is {\# evil + T hand/action indicator — meddle (= cause a bad influence) —
*tease/make fun of*.

i (6) =
Ti# five + A person — (a group/company of) *five people*; (the number) *five*.

(D) T58EY
As per B# (crossing) + K tree/wood. The character originally referred to crossing wooden bars
used as a prop. *Chinese parasol tree* is a borrowed meaning.

g (17) va;LF
As per Hil# (raise in unison) + [l mountain — *island* («— mountain-like protrusion rising from a
body of water).

Bl (17) =;ZL
An abbreviated form# of Hi (raise in unison) + Hi. vehicle — raise/*shoulder* a *palanquin* —
*many*; *all* («— many people uniting to shoulder a load).

B (22) Fa;10%

B# raise + K tree/wood — tree with rising (not perpendicular or falling) branches — *zelkova*
tree.



il (10) 7oA
Fi# infant(ile) + A person — (feeble) infant. (Sidelong) *glance* and *stare* are borrowed
meanings (via ).

i (13) 7151256 (Fe) ;2 (D)

Fd# infant(ile) + H eye — squint/*stare* like an infant — (sidelong) *glance*.

Bo(10) =
As per %2# (intersect) + Y grass/plant — a *species of grass resembling mugwort*, and used for
weaving (compare & = rush mat).

R (13) =
As per E# (intersect) + H insect — insect with a multitude of legs that cross in propulsion. The
compound 1M refers specifically to a centipede.

W (16) ¥z; 5 K)
As per l# (whip) + /i< altar/the supernatural — festival/ceremony held to drive off evil — *ward
off*; *resist*; *block*; *defend*.

B (17) Fa;bb (=721 1Ichmn
As per # as described in B (fierce) + & movement/action indicator — sudden, fierce activity —
*sudden(ly)*. *Fear* is a borrowed meaning (compare [£).

(7)) A8 (3%)
As per H# (mesh; cross) + 7K ice — biting *cold*; *freeze/freezing*. Also, *clear* (« cold,
limpid sky).

ik (13) ¥
HE# a variant form of J (crossroads settlement) + A tree/wood — *(coconut) palm* (< tree often
found in arid crossroads settlements).

# (16) 7;LZA
As per Hi# (downward pressure) + 4 metal — steel armor weighing on the body — *armor
neckplates*. Compare $#% and #.

(10) =;%=
As per £# (crossing) + [ ] circular enclosure — *prison*; *imprison* («— crossing point between
liberty and captivity). For the idea of a prison, compare .

B (11) =6 (H0)
As per &# (crossing) + H sun/day (— bright) — crossing point between darkness (= ignorance)

and brightness (= *enlightenment™®; compare &) — *clarity*. *Meet* and *have a meeting* are
borrowed meanings.

(1) =830 (59)



As per E# (crossing) + 2+ cow — cattle crossing horns in butting heads (compare B) — *go
against®; *be contrary/opposed to*.

B (13) H;Fa;9,; o0&
As per B# (crossing) + 17T (straight, crossing roads) — *government office* («<— crossing point
where residents and officials meet). Compare JiZ. *Erect a barricade* is a borrowed meaning.

g (14) =;5(02)
As per &+# (crossing) + an abbreviated form of §Z sleep — *awaken* («— crossing point between
states of consciousness). *Clarity* may be regarded either as an extended sense, or as a borrowed

meaning via 5.

it (13) *
As per Hi# (square/rectangular) + K grain/rice — one full agricultural cycle — *one cycle*; *a full
month*; *a full year*. Compare ] as well as Z= and 1.

o (13) F; 80 (W)
H here an abbreviated form# of #] (one full agricultural cycle) + 71~ altar/the supernatural —

full/abundant blessings from the gods (compare & with this same meaning), such as manifested in
a rich harvest — *fortunate*; *free of worry*. For the connection between abundance and (good)

fortune, compare also 7.

B (18) ¢
As per Hi# (square/rectangular) + & horse — *horse with blue-black skin* (of an angular pattern);
*blue-black*. Also, *fast horse* (compare ).

% (9) HA A
As per % # (stretched taut) + 1= earth — *remote area* («— figurative end of a stretch of earth);
*border of a remote area*. The minor meaning *one hundred billion* is via the notion of a figure

with a long stretch of zeros; compare {&.

% ) TAHA
As per % # (stretched taut) + 1 child — *baby* suckling at a taut, milk-filled breast — *babyish*;
*immature*.

HE (13) WA, £57;106 (@)

JE here a variant form of =E# (neat) + H eye — neatly shaped eye — *eyelid*. Also, *stare/glare*.

BE (15) T7A 045>

As per =# (cone-shaped) + # leather — (cone-shaped, pointy) *footwear*.

E (8) Fa;b&
As per E.# (great/large) + W grass/plant — large plant. The compound & & refers to lettuce.
*Torch* is a borrowed meaning via /f.

FE (10) Fa;<AXD



As per [E.# (great/large) + K grain/rice — large variety of grain — *black millet*. Compare #E.

§H(13) F=
As per [E.# (great/large tool) + 4 metal — (*great/large*) metallic, *hook-shaped tool* —
*metallic*; *steel*.

H (6) =;258(5)
As per A # (fit together) + 7K ice — *freeze* (« fuse in freezing; compare ).

(11) Fa;=; &R

As per =# (handcuffed prisoner) + [] circular enclosure — *prison* (compare [&]); *ostler*.

B (16) H14

As per fi## (protective element) + J*~ building — protected *government office*. Compare 157.

PE () =580 (59)
As per F# (yield) + /[» heart/emotions — *go against*; *be contrary/opposed to* (< resist by
shrinking inward or back; compare 7 and %f).

m A1) #3851 (%)
As per it# (fill gaps) + 7K water — *silt/clog up*; *be clogged*.

#o17) ;0% (T)
As per &# (pile of food on a stand) + . (affix one's sight on) — *covet* («— covet food). Usually,
the nuance is that of coveting something above one's station, or otherwise unreasonable.

Eo(11) &%, 2F-(T3)
SZ# branch + /& leg/foot — *have one or more extra toes*. *Stand on tiptoes* (compare 1 and f5%)
and *wish for something remote* (compare %2) are borrowed meanings.

B(13) ;8B () 1E5 (DY)
As per Ex# (overlay) + & movement — set people/things at a progressively greater distance from
each other — *be separated by a great distance™®; *far*.

fix (20) ;2
As per Ei# (overlay) + £ fish — *shrimp*; *prawn* (compare #%). *Salamander* is a borrowed
meaning.

[ (16) ;DT BED

As per [J#hs described in B& (jaw) + H head (for emphasis/clarification) — *jaw*. Also, *raise
the jaw™; *raise the jaw and thrust it in the direction of a person/object®. *Nourish* is by further
extension («— raise in the manner of closing a child's jaws around food) — *raise/rear*.

BE (18) ;U
As per 5i# (rowdy) + £ deer — deer locked in combat (compare £ and 4&) — *hart*; *stag*;
*buck* (male deer).



B (13) ;0%

K # summer + /' building — summer residence — *house*.

T 3 7
A depiction of a *forked branch* — *forked/bifurcated object*. Compare 3.

2 (10) 71 ;bd
As per Z=# (come to a stop) + [T mouth — strangled sound (compare %) that stops in the throat
without being properly voiced — *utterance of lamentation/pain®* — *alas®.

W (13) 4=
As per JA# (fill gaps) + 7 illness — *hematoma* (< pile-like localized swelling filled with
extravasated blood).

g 8) 7 (XD)
As per F# (mesh; cross) + & movement — cross paths in meeting — *move/go to meet*; *meet*
(in hosting a guest).

W (17) A0 Lb
As per fi## (protective element) + A tree/wood — *pine resin* («— protective coating). (Variety of)
*o0ak* is a borrowed meaning in Japan, via confusion with #}.

i (6)

C\# arise + |11 mountain — *mountain* that rises gradually.

E (7) ¥
SZ# branch + /' building — shelves branched about a pantry — *cupboard* — *put away*; *to
store*.

% (7) ¥, 0L
3Z# branch + Wi grass/plant — *water caltrop* (the fruit of which has branching, well-defined
lines). Compare Z.

B 12) *
As per Hi# (square/rectangular) + & jewel — beautiful, rectangular *jewel*.

#* (14) ¥

As per Hi# (square/rectangular) + 5% thread — rectangular piece of fabric. In Chinese % is
associated with the color "dark gray," but in Japanese *light green* («— particular hue of such a
fabric). *Shoelaces* is either by association with the fabric, or a borrowed meaning.

R (14) Fbb
As per Z# (come to a stop) + & words — strangled sound (compare ) that stops in the throat
without being properly voiced — *sigh*.

it (16) X;72F5(25)

A variant form of # imitate, replacing = with A person (— human agency) — *mimic/imitate*



(another person) — *draw an analogy*.

I (9) %=
A variant form of % the *sides of the body*; *armpits*.

i (10) =
F:# withdraw + 718 altar/the supernatural — cause unwelcome spirits to withdraw — *exorcise*
(and thereby *purify*) — *expel*.

% (10) F=;=;, 2 Tlbe

F# withdraw + 4K clothing — *cuff* (« part of a garment turned back on itself) — *sleeve*.

B (11) =
As per [E# (great/large) + >K rice — large variety of grain (compare i) — *rice*. The compound
FE ¥ refers to a confection made of toasted then sweetened rice.

FE(12) Fa;0RLL(B) ;724 (F)

As per E# (distant) + 5 words — *interjection expressing opposition* to another person's words
(«— distancing words) — *expression of provision* (If...; Supposing that...) (< theoretical
argument at a distance from actual circumstances).

S (20) =
As per i# (fierce activity) + W grass/plant — Dianthus superbus, also known as *fringed pink*,
traditionally used as a contraceptive to counteract frenzied sexual activity.

# (23) =
As per 3&# (fierce activity) + 77 bamboo — roughly weave with strips of bamboo. The compound
B % refers to bamboo matting.

Q) ;30 (59);7223(9)
As per “F# (pound) + & movement/action indicator — pound and jumble a melange of grain —
*be jumbled*. *Go against* and *defy* are borrowed meanings, via {F.

B (1) v;2202D)
As per 3X# (skillfully manipulate) + :[» heart/emotions — *perverse* (= manipulative) behavior —
*aggressive behavior*.

(1) ¥ AE
As per # (skillfully manipulate) + & bean — mash beans and create a fermented paste —
*fermented soybean paste* (miso).

B (17) v HA
As per Z=# (come to a stop) + /& horse — horse that stops and refuses to budge — *stupid* («
willfully stubborn) — *foolish*.

il (12) >
Hi# here in its minor sense of a wheel-shaped object + £ stone (— rock-like object) — *giant



clam*.

ik (13) =2;455 (&%)
A variant form of &% (surplus food), with K# replacing 4. The idea of surplus food leads in £% to
the meaning *be/become satiated*. Also, *drinking party* and *banquet*.

W (9) F¥7 30 (Z-EF5))
Wi# reverse + & movement — *reverse*; *go against®; *invert*; *opposite*; *upside-down*;
*inside-out*; *defy*; *disobey*; (go to) *meet*; *in advance*.

& (12) 77:4;% ()  Shinjitai [ (11)

As per Ai# (downward pressure) + .[» heart/emotions — hatred/resentment induced by being
pressured — *evil*; *wicked*; *bad*; *hatred* — *wrong* («— bad attitude, answer etc.). There is
a possibility that the graphically similar [][(bne's true nature) described in 1% has influenced the
meanings of /£ in a reverse, negative sense.

H (7)) Fv¥7

F:# withdraw + [1 kneeling figure — *withdraw* in a kneeling position — *contrary*.

| FxsF bl
Hl# withdraw + ] flesh — *leg* (< body part allowing one to withdraw).

B (15 A7

As per E# (contained in the heart). *One hundred million* is a borrowed meaning. Here, A has no
semantic function, being used simply to create a derivative character conveying meanings that
dropped from the original one (although in this case too the original sense eventually changed).

B (6) 47
As per E# (contained in the heart) + .[» heart/emotions — various thoughts contained in the heart
— *think*; *remember*.

o (4) Y7
An abbreviated form# of H (withdraw in a kneeling position) + | cliff — withdraw in a kneeling
position from a cliff — *be at a loss* («— be unable to progress) — *misfortune*; *disaster*.

m (7 727;83(22)

The relevant seal inscription form is F* hand/action indicator + an element# that is Fll (press down
upon a person in forcing him/her to kneel) written in reverse — push/press down upon another in
forcing him to kneel — *exert pressure®; *restrain*; *hold down*; *control* — *suppress*;

*repress*. The present form uses F[l.

A 8) Al &Z(FH-1p)
As per % # (stretched taut) + JJ sword/knife — *cut/chop* at a taut object — *notch*; *carve*;
*engrave™.

¥ (10) h7
As per % # (stretched taut) + A tree/wood — taut/hard seed or kernel (belonging to fruit or nuts



grown on trees) — *hard seed*; *core* — *nucleus®; *nuclear*.

o (7) 27
The relevant oracle bone form of this character shows a helmeted head# + L. person — helmeted
warrior, stretched to full height (compare #x). *Overcome* and *conquer* are borrowed meanings.

B9 b
A depiction of a tautly stretched animal hide, one being made into *leather* — *make taut®. Also,
*reform™ («— renew an object by stretching it tautly).

R (12) F¥a7,37,Zb(F5-HT9HD)

As per #x# (stretch to full height/length) + K tree/wood — wooden pillar stretching between
ceiling and floor — *extreme?*; (positive/negative) *pole*; *end*. Also, *exhaust™® («—
exhaust/come to the end of one's resources).

& (10) =%
The relevant seal inscription form is Il dish/plate/bowl + the character 7K (water) turned on its
side, indicating liquid filling a container — *fill* — *advantageous*; *benefit* («— possess full

resources) — *profit* («— employ one's advantages to gaining profit). Note a variant form 4.

@ (13) B, ~12 (25T Ch)

As per #@# (partition) + & piled earth — an earthen *barrier/partition* — *interpose*; *separate*
— *interval*; *be distant/apart from*; *lie beyond* — *distinction*; *discrimination®; *reserved
attitude®; *estranged*.

% (6) NI BDOBD
The relevant oracle bone form of this character shows a leg and an object — strike a hard object and
come to a stop — *strike something hard and come to a stop* — *each*; *every* («— strike one

hard object after another; for these meanings, compare {i#) — *various*.

% ) X¥r; 00
As per £5# (come to a stop) + ~ roof/building — stop to rest in a covered structure — *guest*;
*customer* — *traveler®; *freeloader*.

¥ (10) W7;av
As per £-# (come to a stop) + K tree/wood — wooden stick used to stop the doors of a gate

(compare [#) — *be stopped up*; *be blocked* (with); *standard*; *rank* (« stick used as a
standard of length) — *substance®; *frame-shaped* — *correct®; (grammatical) *case*.

o(14) o
As per &-# (come to a stop) + ['] gate — stakes or stones used to stop the doors of a gate (compare
#5) — *tower*; *palace*; (political) *cabinet* («<— supports for something built atop).

W an o

As per [#]# (cause to stop) + & hand/action indicator — *catch hold of and stop* — *put/lay
down*.

% (9) W7ol ()



As per 4# (hard) + /C» heart/emotions — unwavering (= hard/firm) *respect* — *reverent
attitude®.

% (9) H7
As per %-# (hard) + F hand — hard *punch* — *(fist)fight*; *strike*.

B (16) H7
As per £# (hard) + ‘& bone — dried, hard *bone(s)*; *skeleton*; *bleached bone(s)*.

& (10) B2
#-# each + A flesh — each *side of the body* — the *sides of the body*; *armpit(s)*. Compare
Ji%, W and JF.

FO(18) H7 ;U=

% # guest/customer + E head (— group of people) — *notice board* to attract guests/customers —
*amount™ («— fee displayed on a notice board). *Forehead* is a borrowed meaning, via a character
combining H and £ rather than %,

&% (13) W 7% s
As per £# (hard) + & words — harsh words — *dispute*.

=9 W

The relevant bronzeware inscription form is 1 mouth (doubled) + J7# reverse — voices or
drumbeats figuratively crossing back and forth — *drumming*. *Surprise* is a borrowed meaning
via 1%,

1% (12) H7
As per S# (cross, especially, cross over, or back and forth) + .[» heart/emotions — feeling of
*surprise/astonishment® when events develop contrary to expectations — *be flustered™; *panic*.

13 N

= (12) U

As per # (cross, especially, cross over, or back and forth) + i grass/plant — *stem and calyx*
(«— plant elements that cross).

75 (16) W7
As per 5+ (cross, especially, cross over, or back and forth) + 5 words — frank exchange of words
— *speak openly/frankly/bluntly*.

¥ (17) 7,21
As per %5# (cross, especially, cross over, or back and forth) + 4 metal — faces of a blade

crossing/meeting an edge — *blade edge*. *Sword guard* is via reinterpretation («— protective
implement that crosses the sword blade when placed over it).

H(18) H7HT

As per %# (cross, especially, cross over, or back and forth) + H head — *jaw* (enabling the
crossing back and forth of the upper and lower teeth in chewing; compare f%). For "jaw," compare
EH and #75.



2 (20) H7 ;I
As per B# (cross, especially, cross over, or back and forth) + £ fish (—aquatic creature) —
*alligator™®; *crocodile* («— creatures with jagged teeth that cross back and forth in chewing;

compare 7#). The compound f5f% refers to a shark; compare fi%, where the idea is also that of a
shark's crossing teeth.

B (13) 7%, 4%, 0%
The right-hand element# originally combined /> small (doubled) + 4 white (— light) — faint light

emanating small fissures. [ adds . piled earth — *fissure/crack/crevice* in a mound or wall —
*discord* («— fissure between individuals). Also, *spare time* («— open space in one's schedule).

wo(12) %=z

Wi# thorn doubled — *thorns* — *severe*; *stinging*. Compare %%.

iz (9) F=a7
The relevant oracle bone form of this character shows a person, stretched to full height, standing

between two lines. A bronzeware inscription form adds an element combining 1 mouth and =%
action indicator — speak and act with the body in a state of tension from head to toe — *hasten*
(«— tense action) — *urgent®; *sudden* («— urgent/sudden condition causing one to hasten). A seal

inscription form replaces % with X hand/action indicator.

=1y 7,77
As per Hi# (downward pressure) + 1= earth — mud/soft earth pressed down on construction
materials in plastering — *clay*; *plaster®; *coat* (v.).

& (7)) Yo, 77
Originally a variant form of #1 (push/press down upon another in forcing him to kneel) with the
specific sense of gripping tightly in exerting pressure — *choke*; *compress™*; *tighten®. *Yoke*

is a borrowed meaning via #E. For the idea of choking, compare /4.

Be (7) TA;¥7
As per JE# (be at a cliff; be at a loss) + - piled earth — *be at an impasse* at a *gorge*; *be at a
loss/in distress*. Also, *narrow* («— narrow gorge; compare [t ).

WE (11) v7;<0&
JE. here an abbreviated form# of #i (grip tightly) + H vehicle — *yoke* gripping the throat of a
beast of burden.

il (9) =750 (D)
Ti# overcome + JJ sword/knife — *overcome*/*vanquish* enemies by cutting them down —
*win*,

iR (13) 74,77, 2%;,D&
%s/42# fill/full + F mouth — fill/stick in the *throat*, causing choking — *choke*. Compare JE.

@ (7)) Y7;5%



Originally, ff# (bamboo slats) + [1 mouth/hole (doubled, not tripled as at present) — bamboo

*flute* with multiple holes, covered by the fingers in being played. The element atop the tripled H
in the modern form is an etymologically unrelated accretion.

B (17) 47,37
As per Ei# (contained in the heart) + A flesh — *heart*; *chest*; *breast* («— physical seat of the
heart, regarded as the source of *thought*). *Timidity* is a borrowed meaning.

F (18) 75 #w (<)
Fi# infant(ile) + [*] battle — *fight/quarrel* like small children.

gy (20) WU, HST
As per 5# (cross, especially, cross over, or back and forth) + & bird — *osprey* (« raptor
crossing the tips of its talons in squeezing fish).

s 24) W7

As per %# (cross, especially, cross over, or back and forth) + 1 teeth — upper teeth crossing over
the lower in biting/chewing — *jaw* (bone enabling the crossing back and forth motion of
chewing). Compare [f and %H.

#(23) V5%
As per ## (bamboo flute) + 77 bamboo (for emphasis/clarification) — *short flute* with either
three or six holes. *Key* (to a lock) is a borrowed meaning via #.

i@ (25 Yr;mE
As per ## (oblong object) + 4> metal — (key of a) *lock* equipped with a cylinder — *key*; *to
lock (up)*. Also, *vital point* and *pivot* (« vital point at which a lock opens).

i (17) 5 3<07%k
s/4a# fill/full + 5 words — *posthumous name*, conferred while the exploits of the deceased are
recited in full (compare 7#). i, which replaces the element at top right with %", is a variant form.

B (21) 7 blsE
I5/4a# fill/full + J& bird — replica of a green heron (or of a legendary bird) placed on the prow of a
ship as a talisman to guard against a ship being filled with water in a storm — *green heron*.

B (7)) #7370
As per = # (contained in the heart) + K tree/wood — *ilex* (holly), a flowering plant in which
small birds take refuge. Compare #4.

@ (14) B2
As per &&# (partition) + ] flesh — *diaphragm* partitioning the abdomen and chest.

B (10) 7 Fyvs, ¥

A# valley + 2 village/settlement — valley settlement. Later, the term came to refer to a
*depression* and a proper name, as well as in Chinese medicine to denote the space between bone
and muscle.



W (12) F¥a7;24(9)

As per fix# (stretch to full height/length) + % severed bone/death — stretch a victim for slaughter
— *kill*; *execute*.

¥o(6) T XY

Originally, X written upside down — *reverse* (« invert) — *go against*; *defy*.

B (16) 3754
As per E# (contained in the heart) + #fi grass/plant — plant containing numerous tiny seeds. The
compound i % refers to Job's tears/tear grass.

® (13) Y777
#x/4a# fill/full + F hand/action indicator — *grip* an object tightly, filling the hand — *tighten*.

@ (20) Y7, 0= (F)
As per @# (oblong object) + 7K water — oblong object used in soaking/boiling — *soak*; *boil*.

Ho@ ¥

A depiction of a *kneeling figure with arms extended*.

i (6) Fav;dk ) ;kk ()
L1# look up at + A person (for emphasis/clarification) — *look up at/to*; *respect*; *revere* —

*depend on*; *another person's commands/wishes* — *take* (poison/medicine) (at another
person's command).

(7 TA 0 (25)
L[1# look up at + &= movement — assume a kneeling position in order to *greet* a respected visitor
— *welcome*; *receive®; *meet*.

5 (14) Fav;, 7130
As per 3# (border) + 1= earth (for emphasis/clarification) — *border*; *boundary* — *area*.
Also, *circumstances™® (« situation in which one is fixed « fixed border).

85 (19) Fav; ik
As per ## (border) + 4> metal — metal bordering a *lens* — *mirror* — *model*; *in the light
of*; *consider*; *clear*; *spectacles™.

8 Fav; A

A depiction of one of a pair of expansive structures on high ground (compare /5) — *high hill* —
*metropolis*; *capital* (« large settlement in sunny/bright heights safe from dangers such as
floods or surprise attacks).

= (12) 741
As per 5{# (expansive) + H sun/day — expansive *view* obtainable on a bright, clear day —
*scene™.



(15 =100

As per 5:# (expansive) + Z pattern — *image*; *reflection*; *figure*; *trace®; *shape™ («
expansive images of patterns in reflection) — *shadow™ («— emphasis on the shaded rather than the
light portion, the reverse being the case for *light*). Compare .

i (19) 7 1;<LCH

As per 5# (expansive) + £ fish — *whale* («— expansive sea creature).

g (11) Fav,;,37;L(0hD) ;& (W -F5-05)
The relevant bronzeware inscription form is a shape indicator suggesting the horned head of a
beetle + H insect — beetle. A seal inscription form adds 7# bow, functioning as an abbreviated

form of 5& (strong, tautly stretched bow), leading to the meanings *strong*, *strength*, and *force*
— *compel*; *coerce*; *intensify*. Returning to the seal inscription form, this referred to a hard-

shelled beetle, making 5% = + a variant form of the bronzeware inscription character (beetle).

Wi (20) Fav; A2 (00) ;8 (D)
The relevant seal inscription form is 5a# + M. &5 is & words (doubled) — verbal disputation. M is

a variant form of £ (people in close formation). The combination of elements suggests verbal
competition — *compete* — *auction®.

117 (6) 27 xaw; 70 () B8Z72(9) ;0 ()
A depiction of straight and crossing roads extending into the distance — *go*; *movement*;
*procession*; *road* — *line* (of people) — *conduct*; *do*; *perform™ («— carry out an action).

i (16) =
As per {1T# (straight and crossing) + an element combining X stand outstretched and an abbreviated

form of 4 horn — straight, crossing bars used to hold down the horns of cattle — *scale*;
*measure®; *weigh* (« bars used in making measurements «— wooden bars).

g (7)) av
As per JU# (stretch) + 1= earth — *hole,* *pit* or *shaft* stretching deep into the earth (compare
ft) — *bury*.

o 2w
As per JU# (stretch) + T hand/action indicator — stretch the arms straight out in resistance or
opposition — *resist*; *oppose* — *rival*; *compete*.

fL (10) =

As per JL# (stretch) + fit- boat — boats sailing in grand alignment — *sail*; *navigate*; *vessel*.

R (5) AU

X stand outstretched + a bar-like object — person standing outstretched, a pole with heavy objects
at both ends extending beyond the shoulders — *center*; *middle* («— pressure exerted on the
center of the body).

Je (8) A
As per J-# (stretch) + P grass/plant — gorgeous plant, stretching at length — *brilliance*;



*superiority® («— surpass others «— stretch at length). *England* and *English* are via the phonetic
construction % 5 /.

e (9) =A;92(F+5) ;1% (xD)

As per J-# (stretch) + H sun/day — sun stretching/*shining* over a wide area (compare $2) —
*reflection™; *projection* («— dark spot attending to sunlight striking an object) — *shade*;
*shape*. Also, *match/go with* and *be conspicuous* («— reflect) — *be attractive* («— striking).

S (13) F=av; v Shinjitai 4B (11)
An abbreviated form# of a variant of Jil (be positioned opposite) + & village/settlement —
villages/settlements that face/are opposed at a distance — *village®; *countryside* — *rural*.

H(20) Fav, OVN(&+<)
%P here a variant form of JJli# (be positioned at opposite sides) + % sound — transmission of
*sound* through space from point of origin to point of reception — *resonance®; *reverberation™.

[ (6) v de (0D &< 1T7%-29)

The relevant oracle bone form of this character is " roof/building + a hole# — smoke being
compressed through a ventilation hole and escaping to the outside of a structure — *face (toward)*;
*head toward*; *direction*. Extended meanings include *confront*; *advance upon*; *approach*;
*become/grow*; *turn to*; *point at*; *send* (a messenger); (on) *the other side*; *opposite
direction* and *beyond*. Also, *position* (on a matter) and *be inclined to do* (« the approach
one takes to an issue); *allocate to* («— time/objects one directs toward a matter); *destination® («—
head toward); *the other party* (< person one faces); and *suitability* («— be appropriately suited
to face a situation). For the idea of smoke passing through a ventilation hole, compare %] as

described in & as well as 4, a variant form of [X].

= (8) Fav

A depiction of one of a pair of gates positioned at opposite ends of an enclosure — *entertain
guests™; *enjoy* («— entertainment taking place in such a structure) — *receive*® (entertainment/a
privilege etc.) («— be the recipient of entertainment).

EH O 2v;0BM-5) ;2L (LW)
The relevant seal inscription form combines H# sweet + 28 millet — sweet *fragrance/scent® of
boiled millet wafting through the air — *incense*; *perfume*; *savory* (smell).

Bt (16) Fav,;2(b79 %)

As per %&# (come to a stop) + 7K ice — flowing water coming to a stop in hardening into ice —
*rigidity*; *concentration®; *stiff*. *Strain*, *be absorbed in*, *fix attention on* and *elaborate*
(v.) are extended meanings.

H ® 2
A variant form of 7 (7 cover + A flesh), indicating an arm hanging from a shoulder (compare
J8) and covering the side of the body. *Consent*, *agreement* and *permission* are borrowed

meanings. In Old Chinese, neither / nor A} conveys the pronunciation of this character, suggesting
that a) one (or both) of the original components differed or b) one functioned as an abbreviated
form of a now-obsolete character.



f£ (9) = Shinjitai fH (9)

As per A# (moon crossing the evening sky — fixed phenomenon) + .[» heart/emotions —
constancy likened to that of the moon crossing the sky every evening — *constantly*; *always*;
*fixed* — *habitual* («— always).

Bl (16) =v;Fav; B2 (3 D)

The relevant seal inscription form combines [F] same + Ei# (raise in unison) — work together to
*raise*, *build* or *promote* — *interest*; *prosperity* («— raise interest; build up funds).
*Prevalent™ is an extended meaning.

- 6) 71
The relevant oracle bone form of Jf-# is a depiction of handcuffs stretching about a prisoner's wrists,

framing them in punishment. A bronzeware inscription form curves the vertical strokes. Jf| adds JJ
sword/knife — *punish* (by confinement, severing of body parts or by other means).

Q) 7107
As per Jil# (frame) + 1= earth — clay framed in the *mold* shaping it — *model* — *pattern*;
*type*; *design*; *conventional form/idea*; *basic technique* (in martial arts).

& (1) 7A;Fav; ;b
As per JH# as described in Jf| (frame) + Z pattern — (frame-like and other, various) shapes and
patterns — *shape*; *pattern®; *form™*; *style*.

Bt (10) 2772350 ()
A variant form of JI# as described in /| (frame) + 5 plow — *till* or *cultivate* with a frame-
shaped plow.

¥ (8) a7, S0b ()6 Lo (E)
A depiction of handcuffs for confining the movement of prisoners. *Good fortune* and *happiness™
are extended meanings («— a prisoner's good fortune to escape his handcuffs).

g (12) 71;5°%0)

The relevant seal inscription form of the left-hand element# is A person + an element combining
horns and a mouth — person who cries out and goes stiff with fear upon being charged by a ram. 4%
adds 4 action indicator — *be stiff/formal/ceremonious* (compare & and {&) — *respect*. Note
that the left-hand element of X is etymologically distinct from the independent character 7.

=2 (19 oA
As per &it# (stiff; upright) + 5 words — cause others to go stiff/upright by admonishing or warning
them — *warn* — *regulate®; *alarm*; *careful*.

® (22) FavBEAGT &)
As per W5# (stiff; upright) + 5 horse — startled horse that stiffens in attention (compare /&) —
*surprise®; *astonishment* — *fright*; *shock™®; *wonder*; *marvel*.

£ (10) 74 Shinjitai % (8)
E# is (K (a variant form of JI[) river between a horizontal line at top and T at bottom (originally



earth) — river/watercourse extending between two distant points. 1€ adds ¥ movement —
1 earth /wat tending between two distant points. 1€ adds & t
proceed along an extensive *path* — *diameter®; *direct™.

¥ (10) A ;<X Shinjitai % (8)
As per X# as described in € (extensive) + W grass/plant — long *stalk*/*stem*.

£ (11) Z7A;~(%) Shinjitai #% (11)

As per X£# as described in € (extensive) + % thread — long, *warp threads* passed through a
loom — *longitude*; *pass through* — (of time) *pass/elapse™*. *Sutra*, *reason* and *manage*
are from the idea of the thread of a discourse, while *experience* is via "pass through." Compare

also .

£ (12) 7A1;72% () Shinjitai ¥ (12)
As per £# as described in £ (extensive) + H vehicle — long, lightweight vehicle — *light*;
*lessen/lighten®; *make light of*.

B (15) A
An abbreviated form# of % (dragged down) + an abbreviated form of i deer — celebrate the
dragging down/capture of a deer — *felicitation™; *congratulations®; *blessing™.

FE (11) 2
B¥# (firm husk) + four marks suggesting scattered rice — firm, taut husk of a grain plant —

*healthy*; *sound* («— firm and taut). 5 was devised to replace J¥ after J¥ acquired its borrowed
meanings.

B (7)) av;3502) ;50T 1F5)

As per P# (spread) + X action indicator — stretch a rope (compare the derivative character f#, a
rope attached to a well bucket). The meanings *replace* and *change* likely owe to the drawing of
fresh well water to replace that which has been used, or dried up. (Still) *more* and
*further(more)* are borrowed meanings, as are *grow late* and *stay up late*.

i (12) =707 (W)
As per B # (stretch) + 1 stone — line of stones stretching between two points — *hard* (as a
rock) — *stiff*; *stern®; *obstinate™.

il (10) =
As per [if]# (hard rope/cable) + JJ sword/knife — cutting implement able to slice through a
*strong* or *hard* object such as rope or cable.

i (14) 275272
As per [iil# (hard rope/cable) + 5% thread (for emphasis/clarification) — *rope*; *cord*; *cable* —
(figurative) *lifeline*. Compare #i and .

8 (16) v ;i1EA34a

As per [if]# (hard rope/cable) + 43 metal — metal bar/rod — *steel*.

& (7)) Fav;,; 7 hAT



[1# mouth + K tree/wood — *apricot* (« tree fruit savored in the mouth). Compare #, a closely-
related fruit thought to be beneficial for pregnant women on account of its voluminous production.

& 9) A
A variant form of /) (soft and clingy) + Ill# dish/plate/bowl — *fill* a dish with (soft) food —
*be/become full*; *satisfy*.

= (7) Fav;ay
Originally the same character as %= (one of a pair of gates positioned at opposite ends of an
enclosure) — *smooth passage* («— unhindered passage between gates).

217 =A
HH# is an abbreviated form of & (continue without interruption) + H shell — string of shells, made

into a necklace. 2 adds % woman — shell necklace extending about a woman's neck — *extend
about*. *Baby* and (musical) *sharp* are borrowed meanings.

A (6) 21
Depiction of the moon crossing the evening sky from end to end — *cross over*; *extend/go/run

all the way across/through*; *range* (over/about). Some dictionaries list A as a variant form of &,
but they are separate characters.

= (13) Fav
M field (doubled) bounded and partitioned by three horizontal lines — tightly demarcated fields,
about which *border* markers stretch — *boundary*.

iE(16) Fav
As per E=# (tight; taut) + =5 bow — *strong*, tautly stretched bow — *strengthen*.

= (1) Fav; A ;o0 2)
As per &# (contained) + JL person — person whose movement is contained on reaching a distant
border — *come to an end* — *finally*; *at last*.

JL (4) =v

The relevant seal inscription form combines an abbreviated form of X stand outstretched + two
vertical lines# indicating an elongated neck — raise one's head, stretching the throat — *raise* (the
head upright); *proud*; *arrogant®; *high*.

B 8) =<z (D)
As per JL# (stretch) + /A tree/wood — *wooden stake* stretching straight upward. *Proceed* (over
water) is a borrowed meaning.

S (10) Fav;oA
The relevant bronzeware inscription form is B[} (kneel immediately beside a table piled high with
food) + an element# showing an additional person on the other side of the table — two figures

positioned on opposite sides of a table. Jl was originally used with exclusive reference to elder
members of families who were permitted to eat in front of an altar. However, over time it came to
designate the rank of an aristocrat — *noble*; *lord*; *minister®; *head of a government agency?*.
*You* is via the use of the term by a ruler toward a subordinate.



% (22) Fav

%F here a variant form of JfIi# (be positioned at opposite sides of a table) + £ food/eating — host
seated across and at a distance from banquet guests — *host* (a *banquet*). Z¥ was devised to
replace JH! after Jl acquired its extended meanings.

B (20) TA A WIVT A

As per J# (expansive) + & black — expansive dark *tattoo* on a criminal's face.

Hr (10) 2271072, 2AL00
As per 1T# (straight and crossing) + A tree/wood — straight and crossing beams/girders —
*beam*; *girder* — *rack for hanging kimono*; *abacus bar* — *digit/(numerical) placeholder*.

e (10) Fv;72%
As per J# (stretch) + K grain/rice — (rice) *seedling* stretching energetically skyward.

e (9) Ao
As per i# (stretch) + % severed bone/death — have one's limbs stretched in torture —
*calamity®; *misfortune*.

B 0) A M-5)
As per F%# as described in & (carry over a distance) + 7 fragrance — fragrance carrying over a
distance — *fragrant*; *be fragrant™.

i (9) A WIES
HH# punishment + ¥ grass/plant — *thorn* plant from which a *whip* used in punishment is
fashioned.

& 9 71
As per £# as described in £€ (extensive) + /] power/energy — extensive, long-lasting *strength*
— *strong*; *tough*. Compare Jijj.

E (1) ARG 2L
In effect, a variant form of & (*path*; *diameter*; *direct*), replacing 4 with & (both elements

SRE

indicating "movement"). & also bears the borrowed meaning *at once*.

&A1) 713 asEE
As per # as described in ££ (extensive) + A flesh — the *shin* («<— portion of the leg extending
from knee to ankle) — *leg*.

& (12) A
As per £# as described in 1€ (extensive) + 7 illness — extensive, long-lasting twitching or
spasms — *twitch*; *spasm* — *cramp*; *convulsive fit*.

$H (16) 71 ;<
As per $# as described in € (extensive) + H head — (long) *neck* extending between the head
and torso — *throat*; *head*.



# (16) AvV;BLLEY
As per J# (stretch) + 55 bird — *female mandarin duck*, with a stripe on both sides of the head
stretching from the eyes to the back of the head. Compare .

Bt (12) —A
#i# brilliance + & jewel — lustrous, *sparkling jewel(ry)*. Also, a *transparent jewel* (such as
crystal or quartz).

% (16) —1;37,HEh

Y brilliance + RY rain/natural phenomena — blinding *sleet*, likened to blinding brilliance.

B (10) =780 (D)
SE# good fortune + A person — imperial visitation (i.e. the good fortune to be visited by the
emperor in person) — *good fortune*; *favor* (« be favored with a visit from a high personage).

# (16) Fav;av; i XUnAk
As per E# (tight; taut) + ' grass/plant — *ginger* («— plant with tightly demarcated rhizomes).

B (17) Fav; Ll
As per E# (tight; taut) + A tree/wood — variety of *oak* the bark of which is tightly demarcated.

T (15) Fav; 74, 6I0 (D)

As per 5c# (expansive) + /[ heart/emotions — expansive longing — *long for*.

ik (16) F¥av;irox

g#i# strong + 4X clothing — cloth tied tightly (= strongly) about part of the body — *cord stretched
tautly* (about an infant carried on one's back); *swaddling clothes*. Also *diaper®, another type of
cloth-based product used by infants.

B (8) 2737 & (035%) 7205 (D)
L# look up at + H sun/day — *raise* one's head to observe the sun — *rise* (high); *look up*.
Also, *haughty* (« take a superior attitude) and *tense* («— high emotions).

2 (16) A
As per #%# as described in B (percussion instrument) + 1 stone — lapidary *percussion
instrument™.

Z (18) 1 LbsE
As per j# as described in ¥ (carry over a distance) + 5 words — a resonant voice — *cough*;
*clear the throat® («— resonant noises emanating from the throat).

B (22) =1

384 extend about + 7 illness — *swelling* extending about the neck.

B2l =1;3v

As per 82# (necklace) + & jewel — *necklace*. B was devised to replace 52 after 82 acquired its



borrowed meanings.

it (6) 2w
As per JU# (stretch) + A person — *stand* (« stand upright in courageous opposition); *take
direct action against an opponent*. Also, *partner/opponent of equal strength*.

W (7) 27;0E
As per JL# (the throat) + 1 mouth — *throat*; *windpipe*. T was devised to replace JL after the
latter took on its extended meanings.

fE (13) =
As per JL# (stretch) + B head — *bird alighting* (from directly overhead). (Human) *throat* is a
borrowed meaning via L.

e (8) Avav
As per J-# (stretch) + /L» heart/emotions — *dissatisfaction* («— emotional stretching/torture;
compare #t) — *grudge*.

e (8) AV
As per J-# (stretch) + 7K water — expansive stretch of *agitated* water — *swell up*; *billow*
(compare {JT). *Stagnant* and *collected water* are borrowed meanings.

e (14) A w37, Le7pisn
As per H1# (stretch) + & leather — *leather strap* (stretching from a horse's breast to its saddle, or
binding its midsection) — *be pressured*.

@ (15) Fav;izihd)
As per E# (tight; taut) + A person — *die and go stiff*; *rigor mortis*. For stiffening of the body
compare 4%, and see also 7& (effectively a variant form of {&).

gm (19) Fav;shn
nE# strong + - earth — fortified, earthen *border/boundary*.

Bo(14) Fav

As per bi# (stretch) (doubled) — stretch to one's full height in watchfulness (compare 1) — *be
watchful/discreet*.

) 71 <0 (%)

X here an abbreviated form# of £ throat + JJ sword/knife — *slit a throat™.

i (10) 715280
I here an abbreviated form# of i whale (— powerful creature) + /J power/energy — *strong*.
For the meaning "strong," compare 5% and ).

o(19) Fay;ay;Zx;ie(h))

%F here a variant form of JiJI# (be positioned at opposite sides) + [i7] advance upon — *head off/out*



or *guide* another to a distant destination. *Be (in the) past* is a borrowed meaning via 4.

(16) 7 A2
As per &§# (stiff; upright) + K tree/wood — *tool*/frame for straightening a bow (by pulling
tightly on both ends).

M (12) =27;<(F%) ;682(9)
As per 1T# (straight and crossing) + 5& thread — *straight edge* (of the hem of a garment etc.);

*sew* (in a straight line). The verb <IF% refers specifically to *make a blind stitch* (sew in a
manner that the threads are hidden from view).

% (23) =1;37; 0%

3244 extend about + 5% thread — *crown strings* (running down each side of the head, and tied
beneath the jaw); *tie crown strings®. Also, a *string® worn by women as a sign of betrothal, as
well as a *decoration® attached to the back of a crown.

gk (10) =¥
‘K fire + H ear, with the meaning *bright*. H is a replacement element, with the identity of the
original element being uncertain.

% (17 2v
Effectively a variant form of #% crab, though ZX came to emphasize the crab's *claw*. (In

derivative characters X lends the conceptual influence "spread/roam without restraint," an image
inapplicable to the limited mobility of a crab claw.)

w (10) 47565 (D)

As per J-# (stretch) + [ dish/plate/bowl — small-mouthed, wide-bellied *pot* — *abundant™ («
abundant capacity) — *overflowing*.

& (17) Fav;sx(2)

%% here a variant form of Jii# (be positioned at opposite sides) + H sun/day — one day figuratively
facing another day through intervening time — *a previous day*; *once (upon a time)*; (just)
*before*.

# (19) Fav;av
%P here a variant form of Jili# (be positioned at opposite sides) + H insect — *pupa*; *chrysalis*
(faced over space and time by the adult insect after it emerges).

B (17) Fav;izis (hd)
As per E# (tight; taut) + % severed bone/death — *die and go stiff*; *rigor mortis*. j& is
effectively a variant form of 1&.

B (20) Fav;xd72
As per Ei# (tight; taut) + &= leather — leather drawn tautly against a horse or beast of burden —
*reins*; *bridle*.

o @ fav;2v;bF ()



The relevant seal inscription form is A person + [! here an abbreviated form# of ! (withdraw in a
kneeling position) — kneeling person looking up at a standing one — *look up at* — *high*.

€ (10) oA %a

As per # as described in £ (extensive) + - piled earth — long *gorge/mountain pass*.

M (14) 7A;Fav
I# punishment + 4& metal — punishment involving a metallic cauldron/vessel — *lidded, tripod
vessel* (used in sacrificing animals).

it (14) 714;0EL(DD)

As per &5# (stiff; upright) + A person (— human agency) — cause another to go stiff/upright in
admonishing or warning — *admonish*; *warn*.

% o(16) r1;33(F%)
As per &jt# (stiff; upright) + F hand/action indicator — raise an object high and upright with both
hands — *raise high with both hands* (compare ).

B 17 7452 (&5) 0/ (L)
As per fH# as described in B (percussion instrument) + 11 bulging earthenware jug/vase — empty

container (< which when struck produces the same hollow sound as the % instrument) —
*empty™; *run out of*.

vt (7)) av
As per JL# (stretch) + 7K water — *long stretch of water* (compare ). Also, in a vertical
application of the same idea, a *tall jet/spray of water*.

Bt (7) =
As per JU# (stretch) + B piled earth — *hole*, *pit* or *shaft* stretching deep into the earth.
Compare HL.

o) 2v;H5 (D)
As per JU# (stretch) + K fire — stretch objects over a fire for drying — *dry by fire* — *bake*.

Hr (10) =2v;%ay
{T# (straight and crossing) + & jewel — a horizontally aligned *jewel* at the top of a vertical
string of jewels hung from the waist.

B (16) =v
As per #5# (extend) + & jewel — light reflected from a jewel and extending a great distance (a
meaning retained in the compound E5E%). However, I came also to refer to a particular type of

*jeweled ornament* used as a waistband accessory, specifically, a disk-shaped precious stone (&)
cut in half.

M (15) 2w
H# fixed + 5% thread — object fixed in place by stretching a rope taut — *stretch taut*; *large
rope*. Compare ] and #.



# (19) =¥
As per ffir# (bars) + i grass/plant — a long, straight plant. The compound ¥t:# refers to Pollia
japonica.

71 9) av;HsE
{T# (straight and crossing) + ' grass/plant — Nymphoides peltata, also known as *yellow floating
heart* («— water plant the stalk and flower of which cross at the waterline).

i (17) Fav;av;bHED
1T# (straight and crossing) + & bird — *plover* (« bird that lines up in great numbers at the
shoreline, and over whom the tide crosses). Compare 1.

Bt (8) U, Dz
A depiction of a *firm* husk. *Seventh in a series* and *seventh calendar sign* are borrowed
meanings.

i (14) 2w

As per FfE# (firm and taut) + [ heart/emotions — taut emotions — *impassioned*.

B (17) =780
As per F# (firm husk of a grain plant) + K rice — *rice chaff* («— by-product of husked rice) —
*rice bran*.

& (15) =2
B## firm + H commodities — firm, uninterrupted supply/chain of commodities — *continue
without interruption®.

[ (8) =7 ;8
IM# net + [LI mountain — *hill/knoll* associated with the production of and/or trapping by use of
nets. In derivative characters, [if] lends the semantic influence "hard rope/cable."

B Fav;av
As per B # (stretch) + K tree/wood — long *branch* or piece of wood — *stalk*; *stem*. Also,
*block* (with a wooden bar). * Almost entirely* is a borrowed meaning.

B(13) 27955

As per 5 # (stretch) + >K rice — taut, non-glutinous *rice*. } and Ft convey the same term.

M (13) a7, 2572b
As per 8 # (stretch) + 5% thread — *well rope* tautly stretched in drawing water. For rope,
compare i and 1. # was devised to replace % after 5 acquired its extended meanings.

B (17) =2
As per H# (stretch) + 5 bone — long bone stuck in the throat that cannot easily be dislodged —
*bony*; *unyielding*.



fi (18) @ ;DE
5 here an abbreviated form# of ## bony + £ fish — *fish bones*. *Morally upright person* is a
borrowed meaning, via the "unyielding" sense of .

L (9) Fav;mav;955

As per JL# (stretch) + K grain/rice — taut, non-glutinous *rice*. Fit and # convey the same term.

tH 5 B hHEN LT ALD AT D)

The relevant bronzeware inscription form is F mouth + a line#, indicating (sweet/rich) food
contained and thus concealed within the mouth — *tasty*; *mild*; *delicious* — *sweet* («—
sweet food contained in the mouth) — *indulgent*; *lenient®; *spoil* (a person) («— be overly
sweet) — *insufficiently serious*; *overly optimistic*; *loose*; *take advantage™ — *be content™
(with); *be resigned™® (to); *accept™ («— indulge oneself and take the easy way out).

#oan =
As per H# (contain) + 5% thread — fabric contained in (*dark blue*) dye. Compare 1.

B o(12) v
The relevant bronzeware inscription form is H# (contain) + an element combining two hands and a

slash indicating a cover — dare to remove covered or contained objects of great value — *daring*;
*brave* («— daring attempt).

B (20) 7o A2L BITE (D) ;&L - Shinjitai B (17)
Abbreviated and variant form of # cliff + H# (covered) — rugged geologic feature such as a cliff
covering the side of a hill/mountain — *severity*; *strictness* («— rugged) — *solemnity*.

= (8) b
(LI standing in for either the lower portion of # or the [LI at the top of % (both: *cliff*; *crag*;
*rock*) + f1 stone for clarification.

K (B8) = IEDE

‘K fire (doubled) as an abbreviated form of #x, /K fire (tripled) — consuming blaze that
encompasses objects in flames — *flame*. The phonetic evidence suggests that #x is itself a variant
of a non-attested character indicating a great fire that consumes. Compare 7.

i (24) = ;L¥ Shinjitai ¥ (13)
As per F5# (container) + [ salt/alkali — container of *salt* — *chloride*.

B (13) 70 0 (53%) ;&5 (VL))

As per 3fi# (gather then put/store away — keep concealed) + 2 woman — woman kept concealed
— *disagreeable®/*unpleasant® («— disagreeable situation) — *hate*; *dislike*; *antipathy*;
*unwilling to do* (« shrink from) — *doubt*.

HE7) v
As per 3fi# (gather then put/store away — keep concealed) + & words — speak with *modesty* or
*humility* («— conceal how one actually evaluates one's own abilities).



K@) 75 (g < AT 1T D)
A depiction of a bent, open-mouthed figure (with food contained in the mouth) — *yawn* («— open

mouth). /K now also bears the senses of fiit (hole scooped into earthenware to create a container),
accounting for the meanings *scoop out* — *lack*; *miss/be missing*; *break* (off); *chip* (off);
*broken piece®; *fragment* — *flaw*.

b (11) B BB (D) ;8L L (115)  Shinjitai fa (10)
As per £3# (contain in a cavity) + B piled earth — earthen object that collapses and sinks into a
cavity — *fall*; *sink* — *ensnare*; *entrap™®; *capture*; *pitfall*.

A4 Fusarsng
A depiction of one object contained and concealed within another. It is likely the concealing object
was originally a mouth (compare & and "5, as well as 1 and %). *Now* is a borrowed meaning.

@ () I 5<(Te D)

As per 4 # (contain) + 1 mouth — *contain in the mouth*; *contain*; *include*. Extended
meanings include *bear (in mind)*, *have*, *hold* and *imply*, as well as *give instructions* and
*understand* («— give instructions that the hearer takes in and comprehends).

(7 ¥

As per 5 # (contain) + 1 mouth — indistinct sound contained within the mouth (compare &) —
*groan®*; *moan*; *hum*; *sing*; *recite* — *poem*. /5 and & are an example of a pair of
characters devised from the same elements but expressing different meanings; for another example,
see | and .

& 8) R
As per 4 # (contain) + /[» heart/emotions — *thought/idea* contained deep within the heart
(compare =) — *caution* (« profound idea).

Z(12) ¥,k

As per 4# (contain) + £ (E jewel in abbreviated form, and doubled), here a shape indicator
suggesting the outline of a particular musical instrument — musical instrument in which the sound
is enclosed within a sealed base — *koto* (Japanese harp/zither).

[ (A1) A2 (%)

& is == (rising vapors) + 4 (contain) — be clouded over and gloomy. f2 adds F. piled earth —
cloud-shadowed side of a hill — *be clouded over*; *shadow*; *dark*; *obscure* —
*back/behind*; *negative*; *gloomy*.

] (12) A0 (Te)
The relevant bronzeware inscription form is as per #&# (contain alcohol) + /X (cavity) — pour (a
drink/medicine) into the mouth — *drink*; *swallow*; *take* (medicine) — *smoke™* (tobacco)

(< consume with the mouth). Eventually, 7 was replaced by & food/eating. Note a variant form

fix.

& (8) Fu oy me A
The relevant bronzeware inscription form is as per 4# (contain) + an element combining 1= earth



and random marks — *gold* contained here and there within the earth — *money*; *metal*;
*yellow™; *golden™.

B (12) 7v s~ (H5)
As per J## (shut) + 7K water — (partially) shut off the flow of water — *reduce*; *decrease*;
*diminish*; *dwindle*; *subtract® — *be hungry*.

& (13) B
Ji# (shut) + .L» heart/emotions — *emotion/feeling* that shuts off sensation (= moves/affects one
to the point of muteness or immobility).

& (16) B
As per JE%# (shut off sensation) + [ heart/emotions — heart figuratively shut off/down by *regret*.

T ) FuiArBE R
The relevant seal inscription form shows = # words + a line in the mouth element at the bottom —

*indistinct utterance* contained in (not emanating as speech from) the mouth (compare %) —
*sound*; *noise*; *tone* — *news/word of*; *ON reading* of a Han/Chinese character («— read a

character by its Sino-Japanese sound; the contrast is to 7/, where the idea is to grasp the
signification of a character).

B (13) 7o < ()
As per &# (indistinct) + H sun/day — scant light — *dark*®; *dim* — *secretly*; *hidden*;
*gloomy*; *ignorant®.

% (13) Fv
## forest + 7k altar/the supernatural — sanctified ground contained within a forest, access to
which is prohibited — *prohibition*; *abstain®; *rule*.

e (18) Fr 520
As per Z5# (contain) + 4< clothing — outer layer of clothing containing one beneath it — *collar*.
Compare 5.

B oan v
H# extreme + ) power/energy — penetrate deeply in considering/investigating — *consider
thoroughly*; *perception*; *intuition* («— profound insight). Compare & and /2.

W (12) B 2122 (D)
JE# extreme + I earth — *endure* extreme pressure exerted by an earthen construction — *bear*;
*(with)stand* — *fitting* («— fit to endure pressure).

JE (17) A7;27=(x5) Shinjitai it~ (7)

As per the top element# of J (trained bird of prey) + :L» heart/emotions — *accede* (as a trained
bird accedes to commands) — *agree (to)* — *respond*; *reply*; *react®; *be fitting*; *be
suited*. Also, *reward* and *return®.

Ll @) B



A depiction of a *hole/depression* or container in which something is encompassed or concealed.

T 3) v
An abbreviated form of J# (long building): *building*.

B (19) =220 00 (DL -0D)
8fi is "= abundance + & color/appearance — rich color — *gloss*; *luster*; *sheen* — *sexy*;
*seductive®; *bewitching*; *charming*. However, %fi has been supplanted by 5.

B (8) hsiEZ
The relevant bronzeware inscription form combines [ |# (container) + an arrow — place arrows
inside a *box*/case — *place inside*.

By B
Pri# place inside + 7K water — place objects in water to *soak* — *immerse/be immersed*.

/" (8) =
As per Hi# (stretch) + K stand outstretched — stretch to *cover* (and *conceal* or *protect®) an
object. Compare 4.

& (10) =2 ;BN

#%# cover/conceal + A person — cover/conceal oneself. *I* and *me* are borrowed meanings.

(1) Tv50nBY
#¥# cover/conceal + ) building — small dwelling covered with a thatched roof — *hermitage*;
(Buddhist) *monastery*.

fE (1) =

## cover/conceal + T hand/action indicator (for emphasis/clarification) — *cover*/*conceal*.

% (13) =T
#5# cover/conceal + ™ net — *cover* fish in catching with a net — *catch*.

B (9) B AT
Originally, H# (contain) + X spear/halberd — armed soldiers shutting off/containing territory —
*all (together)* («— close ranks «— shut tight).

W (15) B30 (2)
As per Ji# (shut) + 5% thread — *shut* and *seal* with thread — *close*.

e (15) hE(LD)
Effectively a variant form of #% (shut and seal with thread), referring to a *seam* that binds
material shut. Also, *contain*. In f&, the J& of % is replaced by 5%.

W (20) A
As per Ji# (shut) + 4 salt/alkali — salt contained in a shut mouth (compare ) — *salty* taste
that causes the lips to pucker.



% (9) F;20

As per 45 # (contain) + 4X clothing — overlapping and thus containing part of a garment —
*collar*; *lapel* (compare £5) — *neck*. Note how the same combination of elements is
employed to create different meanings in %

Z (10) ¥ 57 F
As per 4# (contain) + 4< clothing — bedclothes in which to contain the body — *bedding*;
*quilt*. Note how the same combination of elements is employed to create different meanings in

.

W (1) 73972(%)
As per /&# (contain) + 1 mouth — chant/recite in a mumbled voice (compare "5 and ) —
*hum*; *groan®; *moan*; *growl*; *snarl*.

& (11) =v
As per A# (contain) + P4 alcohol container — contain alcohol — *accumulate* — *bitter* («—
bitterness of fermented liquor).

& (13) ¥

The relevant bronzeware inscription form is as per 4# (contain) + a net with a handle — contain
(birds) in a net in capturing (compare %%) — *capture*; (captive) *bird* — *captive*. A seal
inscription form adds a depiction of an animal's buttocks.

B (16) ¥ kv
& # capture + T+ hand/action indicator — *capture* — *seize*; *captive*. 8 was devised to
replace & after the latter came to refer primarily to the birds and animals captured.

®o(17) Foa
& # capture + A tree/wood — harvest tree fruit with a net. The compound #£4# refers to an apple.

£ () Hv
F1 here a variant form of PK# place inside + A person — person contained/concealed within a
*hole/cavity/pit* (compare ), [, & and JA)).

W (12) =23 1E08;1E05
As per £3# (contain in a cavity) + X fire — *flame* of a pit fire. Note that ¢ may substitute for J&
in compounds.

B (16) =
As per £3# (contain in a cavity) + [ gate — concealing village *gate*, with posts dropped in
holes. *Beautiful* is a borrowed meaning.

g (17) TV
As per £2# (contain in a cavity) + £ food/eating — *meat, vegetables or sweets crammed into a
bun* — *bean jam* («— type of filler).



H 8) v o1F
As per H# (contain) + = earth — *earthen pot* (in which to contain things) — *earthenware*.

Bt (12) B 7=0720
As per H# (contain) + P4 alcohol container — be filled with alcohol — joy (« riotous drinking
party) — *be at the height of*; *be in full swing*.

HO(13) Wi o< () s ids A
As per H# (contain) + 4> metal — contain an object in a metal frame — *pincers* — *restrain
oneself*; *shut one's mouth*. Compare #k.

R (14) =2 34255 (&) ;0ve )

Bk# was originally I mouth + an obsolete element (FA] flesh and K. dog/beast) — the disagreeable
sensation of rich/fatty meat pressing upon the intestines — *be satiated*; *become tired/sick of*.
Jik adds ], an accretion of uncertain function. For a cognate term in Old Chinese involving rich
food, compare .

;(12) Frav

4 here an abbreviated form# of #if restrain oneself + /X bent, open-mouthed figure — restrain
oneself and bow in the presence of someone or something inspiring *respect™® or reverence —
*revere*.

#(16) FlcLx
4# gold + 7 cloth/silk — silk into which gold is woven — *brocade* — *fine clothing™;
*beautiful*.

i (16) 725 EH (WD)
As per & # (indistinct sound) + & words — murmur (compare ) — *memorize*; *learn by
heart* («— murmur in memorizing).

& (24) A ;30 7=h
]~ + an obsolete character# of uncertain signification that combines A person + ££ short, squat
bird. It seems likely that the A\ + 4£ character indicated a bird trainer/handler, and that /'~ building

was appended to suggest a birdhouse. + & bird (for emphasis/clarification) — *hawk* (or other
bird of prey).

o) B
H# sweet + K tree/wood — tree bearing sweet fruit — (mandarin) *orange*; *tangerine*;
*citrus*®.

i (10) v
As per H# (contain) +J " illness — *gastroenteric disorder afflicting children*, the origin of which
is contained deep within the body — *childhood illness(es)*.

@8 v
As per H# (contain) + F hand/action indicator — *contain*; *restrain*; *clamp*. Also, by a
figurative application, *repress speech*.



B (14) s oei3s (@)
fi+# clamp + 77 bamboo — bamboo object facilitating clamping — *clamp down*; *sandwich* (v.)
— *shut one's mouth*; *remain silent™.

R (12) A2 5013(£5-0%)
The lower element# is as per H" (contain) + /K bent, open-mouthed figure — contain food in the

cavity of the mouth. % adds [l mountain — *gorge*; *depression*. *Inlay*; *fit into* and
*embed* are borrowed meanings.

B (24) —=>;3v;o7(Shb)
As per Jik# (press upon) + 5 ghost; demon — be pressed upon by a fearsome spirit — (have a)
*nightmare®.

i (17) B2 (D)
As per Hit# (covered) + H eye — observe clandestinely, from a high spot — *spy*; *look*;
*watch* (from above).

o (12) b

A depiction of large rocks embedded in and protruding from a mountain *cliff* — *crag*; *rock*.

B (17) Hv

As per ## (large, embedded rocks) + 7 illness — rock-like, cancerous tumor — *cancer*.

Bz (23) bbbk T (Lvy)
As per f#&# (rugged side of a mountain) + [LI mountain — rugged *cliff* — *rock*; *crag*;
*steep™; *precipitous®. iz was devised to replace fi after B acquired its associated meanings.

f& (20) 0o 0bE ;T (L)

A variant form of .

B (16) B BT ;5727 (<)

As per & # (contain in the mouth) + B head — the jaw (which closes to contain food in the oral
cavity) — *chin* (that enables containment in the mouth). *Nod* (the head) is by association with
the up and down movement made by the jaw in chewing.

e (13) 1o =20 (8) ;6040 (D)
As per /&# (contain) + K grain/rice — ripening of grain contained in a husk — *ripen* (compare
£7) — *harvest*. Also, *year* (« harvest as completion of a cycle; compare 4 and 7%).

B (14) A2 T
F&# shadow + Yl grass/plant — *shade* cast by vegetation — *protect™ (« protect by covering in
shade) — *help* (« protective assistance).

& (16) 252 (9)
As per JE&# (shut off sensation) + 7 hand/action indicator — *shake* a person/creature insensate
— *move*.



e (16) o ;o< (Tr)
As per Z5# (contain) + 1 mouth — mumbled voice/sound contained in the mouth (compare ¥ and
I&)— *shut one's mouth* (compare #f) — *shut*.

& (10) H v DIEH

As per & # (contain) + #fi grass/plant — *the full stem and spears of a rice plant about to blossom*;
*bud* (compare 5, which also features the idea of an object about to make its appearance).
Compare also & (grain contained in a husk).

2 (16) 7 KA

As per 5 # (contain) + & black — *black*; *grow dark* (« be contained in darkness).

W (1) =072 (7))
#¥# cover/conceal + 7K water — *cover with water*; *soak*. Also, *stop* («— immobilize by
covering with water).

(1) T0BY
#¥# cover/conceal + §ll grass/plant — *thatched structure*. # is effectively a variant form of fi&
hermitage.

W (16) =
#i¥# cover/conceal + ] gate (— palace gates) — *castrated (palace) servant* (< servant
ministering to females secluded within a palace; compare /7).

B (1) B on
4# metal + 7K water — *scale* (referring to the mineral deposit covering and obscuring the
original surface of an object). Also, *bilge water*.

i1 (14) v 7 <010; 5L ()
<p# metal + 1T (straight, crossing roads) — metallic, T-shaped *horse's bit*, contained in the
animal's mouth when the horse bites down upon it — *place/hold in the mouth*. Also, *keep in

mind* (« thoughts contained within; compare {&). Logically, the classifier for i1 should be 1T, but
it is traditionally given as 4&.

fix (22) 7o BITE ()
As per Jii# (rugged) + A person — *solemn*; *majestic* (« figuratively rugged individual). Also,
*stern® and *firm*.

(7 B
As per K# (cavity) + L= earth — *hole*/*depression* in the earth (< cavity < open-mouthed) —
*cause to fall into a hole*; *cut a hole into*; *dig a hole*; *fall into a difficult situation™.

e (13) ()
FE# extreme + X spear/halberd — *cut deeply and kill*.

(1) B



As per H# (contain) + H insect/creature — *ark shell* (contained firmly within its protective
covering).

gk (20) A
As per [&# (shut off sensation) + HL vehicle — vehicle shut off/down (by falling into a hole) —
*vehicle fallen into a hole and rendered immobile* — *be in difficulty*.

B21) 7v<B )
As per &# (indistinct) + 22 black — *dark and gloomy* — *depressed emotions*.

BE (26) =2 ;1FA
As per Jik# (press upon) + & black — *mole*; *skin blemish*; *facial mole* (« dark object
pressing upon/covering the skin; compare ).

& (22) v
As per &# (press/fit together) + HE dragon — *chamber carved into a cliff or stupa* and containing

a Buddhist image or treasures; *case in which a Buddhist image is contained*. Here, as in BE, HE
represents a treasured object.

= (16) TV
As per #&# (contain alcohol) + [l dish/plate/bowl — *lidded vessel*; *lid*. Also, *hermitage™* («
roofed/lidded hut; compare J#&).

M (20) T A
#x# cover/conceal + 22 black — covered and therefore *black* or *dark*.

B (12) A ;4> 8L
As per &# (indistinct sound) + 1 mouth — *sob* (« indistinct sounds contained in the mouth;

compare ). Also, *mute* (« state in which nothing distinct is conveyed orally) — *remain
silent™®.

= (14) A
As per &# (indistinct sound) + 7 illness — illness rendering one unable to produce distinct words
(compare ) — *dumb*; *mute*; *unable/unwilling to speak*.

& (14) A
fz# shadow + )~ building — covering structure that provides both *shade* and *protection® —
*cover®.

7 (9) T RRO)
As per &5# (press/fit together) + J- pair of hands — (press the hands together to) *cover* or
*hide™.

B (12) = 8B0O)

S¥# cover + F hand/action indicator (for emphasis/clarification) — *cover*; *cover and hide*.

R (18) =



JEk# be satiated + /L» heart/emotions (for emphasis/clarification) — *be satiated* — *be content™.

B (23) =V ;5 (X2D)
Jik# be satiated + £ food/eating — *eat one's fill*; *be satiated*.

& (19) =, ~T=
As per Jik# (press upon) + F (armor/helmet) — *shell* (« protective armor that presses upon the
body of the creature occupying it) — *operculum* (botanical/zoological term for a lid/cover).

B (23) =~

B%# combines = abundance + # (press down and) cover — abundant contents spilling from a
covered container. ¥ adds 7K water — spilling/*overflowing water* — *flowing/moving water*.
Compare .

ax 12y v
As per £3# (contain in a cavity) + X bent, open-mouthed figure — crave to fill a physical or
emotional cavity — *be discontent/dissatisfied*.

% (16) v
As per Hit# (covered) + /[» heart/emotions — *foolish* («— keep one's knowledge/intentions
covered, causing one to appear foolish). For the idea of failing to articulate one's ideas, compare .

B (15) F»
#k# revere + L mountain — *steep and high mountain* that inspires reverence.

B (15) ;%
As per #k# restrain + ' building — within an enclosed structure, ready the equipment required by
a deterring military force — *obstruct® (« deter); *align* (« align equipment).

e (13) 7 v %ay; 5<(1E)
As per ## (gather then put/store away) + 1 mouth — (mouth/cheek) *pouch* (of a monkey or
squirrel) — *hold*; *contain*. *Insufficient* is a borrowed meaning, via .

& (1) B
‘& # contain + H sun/day — the sun, as yet contained in darkness but about to make its appearance

— *pre-dawn*. Compare &, which also features the idea of an object just about to make its
appearance.

2 (11) v
As per 4B# (contain) + [LI mountain — rugged mountain (containing protruding boulders; compare
vH) — *steep, rugged mountain®,

(7)) 723 <KB(0) 8 (LD) s R0A
As per &# (indistinct) + [ gate — scant light penetrating a gate (compare If) — *dark*; *dim*
— *secret(ly)*; *clandestine(ly)*; *hidden*.



#(9) rvsays iz (o0 Th)
= implement held upright to carve/draw characters (— upright object) + an abbreviated form# of
#E extend — extend vertically in making erect (compare %£) — *build/erect* — *establish*.

e (11) s Z(en)

J# erect + A person — healthy person, standing fully erect — *health*; *vigor*.

T (3 75 0(%) 1% ()

A depiction of a forked stick or *thick bar*, one functioning as a *shield* and employed by being
*thrust® or pressed against a combatant in *defense*. *Dry*, *ebb*, *draw/drain off* and *empty*
(a glass) are borrowed meanings.

Tl (5) B

As per 1# (press against) + J] sword/knife — press with a bladed implement in shaving or
engraving — *shave*; *engrave* — *publish* («— arrange wooden slats by length, trimming the
edges).

T (6) byt

As per T-# (press against) + 7K water — *sweat™ pressing against the skin.

FF (7)) Br &b
F# thick bar + A flesh — *liver* («<— bar-shaped, vital organ) — *courage* (compare English
"guts," as also in I or ).

(8 &L
J¥# is as per T (press against) + | cliff — shore/coast adhering to a cliff. /+ adds || mountain to
emphasize high/steep ground functioning as a *bank*, *shore* or *coast*.

£ (10) 7> ;D&
F+# thick bar + H. vehicle — long, upward-curving shafts attached to a *cart* — *rise high*;
*eaves* («— shape association) — *house*; *counter for houses*.

g (13) A2 A&
An abbreviated form# of # (rise high) + T thick bar — high-rising tree with a thick *trunk* —
*main part®; *vitality*.

Wo (11) 237038 (0>9+<)

The relevant bronzeware inscription form is & (rise) + an element# combining H sun/day and a
pennant/banner — the sun likened to a flag that rises high in and adheres to the sky — *high and
bright sky* — *dry* («— air/water that rises due to heat).

Wt ) 7o)
As per T# (grind) + 7 stone — *grind* a stone — *hone*; *polish*; *sharpen* — *wash rice*
(«— remove impurities «— polish).

H(13) v
The relevant oracle bone form of [][shows the stretched hide of an animal tied to a frame + ‘X fire



— stretch an object for drying over a fire. According to this process the object shrinks, leaving a

minute remainder. % is as per (J#{stretch) + 7K water — great, stretching river — the Milky Way
(«— constellation likened to a great, flowing river). The meaning *China* comes from a broad

application of ##'s use in the name of the Hanshui River (7K) in Hubei Province. Also, *man* («
ordinary male «<— general populace «— general term for China).

# (12) FoT3r o8 (ED05)
As per [#hs described in 7% (stretch over a fire) + /] power/energy — *work diligently*;
*industrious® — *employment*. Also, *be fit for/equal to* (a task).

#O(17) Fv;ooL ()

As per [J#hs described in {4 (minute) + 5 words — pay minute attention to one's words —
circumspection — *consideration*®; *caution®; *restraint™®; *humility* — polite term of *respect™®
for another.

gk (19) Z> Shinjitai ®k (13)
J&% is composed of JE tiger + & tripod cooking vessel/cauldron — tripod cooking vessel with tiger

and other decorations. J§k is &# + K dog/beast — *offer* a sacrificial vessel filled high with meat
of a dog/wild beast — *present™.

£ (12) At ()
The relevant seal inscription form is ~*# roof/building + an element combining piled bricks/stones

and /1 pair of hands — create layers of building materials in raising a shelter. Later, 7K/ ¥ ice was
added at bottom to emphasize a structure offering protection from the *cold*.

B (12) By b0 &
FH# gate + H moon — bright light splitting and illuminating the *gap*/*space* between the two

sides of a gate (compare [H]) — *between*; *among*; *room*; *during*; *pause/interval*;
(passage of) *time* («— gap).

[fl (12) B VW %
FA# gate + H sun/day — bright light splitting and illuminating the *gap*/*space* between the two

sides of a gate (compare [A]) — *between*; *among*; *room*; *during*; *pause/interval*;
(passage of) *time™* («— gap).

f& (18) A

fil# gap + 1T bamboo — collection of bamboo *slats* with gaps between them — *papers*;
*letters*; *documents® («— texts written on bamboo slats) — *omit* («— gap) — *simple* («—
simplify by omitting).

B v (25E%%)

JL# human figure + H eye — person whose sight is fixed on an object he is being shown — *see*;
*look™; *observe*; *be visible/in sight*; *appear®; *viewpoint*. Also, *show*, *examine*, and
*care for* («— observe) — *make a pretense of* («— for show alone). A seal inscription form rotates
the eye vertically.

B Tuvshbbb(Tnb)

F# appear + & jewel — gem appearing from the earth in being excavated — *appear*; *emerge*



— *actual®; *real*; *existing® («— actuality/reality of that which has appeared/emerged) —
*current®; *the present®. Also, *show™ («— cause to appear).

= (6) v
4= cow + A# person — person sorting the meat and bones of a dismembered cow carcass (compare
i) — *item*; *case* («— sort through one by one).

B ) 7 inl-

A variant form of 5 (originally, an arm hanging from a shoulder) — *shoulder*.

E (9 Hvr
F hand + H, here an abbreviated form# of }i. fix sight upon — hand affixed above the eye to
shade it and improve focus — *see*; *watch*.

B (13) 7320 (57)
The relevant oracle bone form of the right-hand element# combines F as described in B (wrapped
objects) + a pair of hands — pass/send a wrapped object to someone else. & is the right-hand

element# + & movement (for emphasis/clarification) — *send/dispatch* — *expend*; *spend*;
*present®. Also, *manipulate® («— manipulate in sending/dispatching). Also, *consume* («
consume what is sent one).

%8 (23) 7> Shinjitai B8 (18)

%&# combines H here an abbreviated form of £ dry up + ## thread(s) — silk threads exposed for
drying in the sun. £ adds H head — expose and make *manifest* a person's head (specifically, a
severed head; compare % as described in I%) — *visible*; *clear* — *noticeable*; *remarkable*.
Despite appearances, #4 has no etymological connection with {5 or [&.

7 (6) TR (W)
=4 roof/building + %2 woman — woman resting/at ease indoors — *be at ease/peace* — *cheap*;
*inexpensive® («— cheap enough to be purchased with ease).

£ (10) 7~
As per Z# (rest in/on) + K tree/wood — rest the elbows on a wooden desk or table. *Consider*
and *plan* are borrowed meanings via & — *proposal*; *worry*.

B(10) =
An abbreviated form# of Z (settle) + ~ roof/building — settle in /down to an indoors *feast* or

*banquet®. Compare .

# (16) v
The relevant bronzeware inscription form is an abbreviated form# of 2 (cut) + H eye —

(full/partial) cutting off of vision (compare f). A seal inscription form adds /[ heart/emotions to
suggest the (full/partial) cutting off of one's desires as well — *law* («— create the rule of law by

restricting desires; compare T, ¥t, 4 and {{i) — *constitution*.

Bg (12) v



FH# gate + K tree/wood — wooden bolt placed across the door of a gate, confining the persons,
animals or objects contained within — *block* — *rule*; *obey*. Also, *quiet*, *tranquility* and
*leisure® («— pass time quietly, tranquilly or leisurely within an enclosure).

5 () 7rvars00);2e

The relevant oracle bone form of this character is *## needle/cutting tool + 1 mouth — *speak*
sharply/distinctly, the tongue likened to a needle in the mouth — *words*; *say*; *talk*; *tell*;
*express™; *order*; *call*; *mean*; *speech*.

EH (18) W ks

As per Z# (handsome/well-formed) + B head — *face*; *forehead*; *countenance*;
*appearance* — *influence* (« face/person that carries weight). £l was devised to replace =
after £ acquired its associated meanings. Compare the form ZH.

BO(18) Wik

As per Z# (handsome/well-formed) + H head — *face*; *forehead*; *countenance*;
*appearance* — *influence* (< face/person that carries weight). ZH was devised to replace =
after = acquired its associated meanings. Compare the form Zf.

B (7)) Yo,
The relevant oracle bone form of this character is a variant form of %, (person whose sight is fixed
upon an object he is being shown), the person here being understood as a *subject* or *retainer* —

*retain* (a person); *serve* (as a retainer). As an independent character, . is regarded as
consisting of seven strokes, but some sources enumerate it as six when it appears as an element in a

derivative character (compare the treatment of stroke counts in Jt).

B2 (12) o= ()
As per [X# (adhere) + 1= earth — tightly adhering earth — *hard*; *solid*; *firm* — *serious*;
*formal*.

B (15 Fv
As per [il# (adhere) + 5% thread — tightly adhering threads — *tense*; *hard*; *tight*.

B (16) L)
As per ¥# (adhere) + H commodities — tightly packed collection of valuable goods — estimable
(«— goods worthy of esteem) — *wisdom®*/*intelligence* («— wise enough to evaluate properly).

i (12) T

Originally /7 bamboo + a depiction of connected joints (now written fI/J) — the hard portion of
bamboo between the joints, used in bow-making. *Muscle*, *line*, *lineage*, and *thread/plot*
(of a story or line of reasoning) derive from the distinct lines of the bamboo, with *reason*, *logic*
and (information) *source* by extension. Regarding the progression from "line" to "reason/logic,"

compare H,

6) ;K (>T%)
The relevant oracle bone form of this character shows bedding upon which a person lies/adheres
(that is, over which the person is superimposed) — *depend*; *cause*; *be connected with* («—



superimposition) — *be based on*; *be due to*; *therefore*; *consequently*.

W 9) A~
As per [Kl# (superimpose) + % woman — superimposition of one family upon another in
*marriage*.

B0y A
As per [KI# (superimpose) + -[» heart/emotions — feelings of *gratitude* that superimpose
themselves on the heart and adhere — *favor*. Compare &,

2 (17) ;< (%) Shinjitai 2 (14)

The element above L in 2 was originally JI\ claw/hand + an element combining a symbol in the
shape of _L. + another hand — use one hand on top and the other on the bottom to cover and
conceal a T.-shaped object. The addition of .[» heart/emotions suggests secrets concealed firmly in

the heart. To Z# (conceal), & adds B piled earth — earthen wall behind which objects are
concealed — *hide/conceal*.

B (19) A4 ;872 (00> Shinjitai £2 (16)

As per &i# as described in [Z (conceal) + K grain/rice — conceal and reserve a supply of
harvested crops — *calm*; *quiet*; *peaceful® («— conceal one's volatile feelings from others) —
*moderate™.

Fl (6) 1>;L5L
The relevant seal inscription form is /I claw/hand + a variant of the abbreviated form# of %8

(bending figures) seen in £% and #{I — press down on a person in forcing him/her to kneel —
*seal* («— make an impression by pressing down) — *print*; *impress*; *mark*; *sign*;
*symbol*.

FE(13) =20 0eh; 0t (D)
The relevant oracle bone form of B2 shows a potter's wheel to which clay adheres in the pottery-

making process. i is as per P2# (adhere) + ‘K fire — *smoke* that adheres to walls and ceilings
— *soot*; *fumes*; *smoky*; *dimly visible*.

T (4) v
A depiction of the blade of an ax adhering to and cutting an object — *ax*. *Unit of weight*
(originally 256g, 600g following the T'ang Dynasty, and 500g in modern China) derives from the

use of axes as counterweights (compare 'H).

I (7)) ¥ 00

As per JT# (adhere) + & movement — draw *near/close*.

%(8) T
As per %# (link) + /= bow — *bowstrings* linking the two ends of a bow — (musical instrument)
*strings™®.

& (20) T (0BT D)

As per I# as described in ¥ (hang suspended) + :[» heart/emotions — emotional state likened to



hanging suspended — *hang* (suspended); *be undecided*; *be distant/apart®* — *offer* (a prize)
(«— hold out an enticement at a tantalizing distance).

R Q) =96 (F-dLw)

As per E# (adhere) + . heart/emotions — *resentfulness*; *hold a grudge* (< negative feelings
adhering to the heart) — *blame*; *reproach*; *be bitter*; *hate* — *regret™; *repent® («—
regret/repent of one's resentfulness).

R ) 7omEW®-2)
As per E# (adhere) + B piled earth — earth adhering in a pile in functioning as a barrier —
*border*; *limit* — *restrict®; *to the greatest extent possible*.

] 10) =51
As per E# (adhere) + K tree/wood — *root* of a tree adhering to the earth — *bottom*; *base*;
*origin*; *natural character®.

iR (11) Ao E Rz
As per E# (adhere) + H eye — *eye* (fixed upon an object; compare 5. and F).

$H(14) X

As per E# (adhere) + 4 metal — *silver* polish adhering to metal — *currency*.

| (16) =

3R combines F (adhere) with 3 animal that ambles along the ground — teeth of a sharp-toothed
beast adhering to an object or to the piece of food being gnawed — gnaw. 2E is as per 35# (adhere)
+ 1 earth — agricultural tool adhering to the soil in *cultivation*.

B (17) = RAT(A)
As per 3R# as described in 28 (adhere) + /(> heart/emotions — adhering/lasting feelings of
*cordiality* or *sincerity* (compare &) — *courteous*; *intimate*.

T Q) v
A depiction of a *cliff* concealing objects atop it (as observed from below; compare /™ as
described in /&) — *shape indicator*.

M 3) Fo;%
A depiction of fine *cloth* draped about/over an object, the two ends of the cloth in neat alignment
— *cloth wrapped about the head*. *Width* is a borrowed meaning.

R (6) == 9oLEL

The relevant seal inscription form is an abbreviated form of 5 see + £ double-pronged eating
implement — blade adhering to the eye of a slave who is blinded in having it gouged out.
*Northeast® (as a direction in the zodiac) is a borrowed meaning.

E (11) 2v;dhé

As per B # (adhere) + 7 illness — *scar* adhering to the skin — *mark®; *trace*.



a7 v
As per B # (adhere) + [J[ak described in 1 (stretch over a fire) — *distress*; *trouble* («
suffering/hardships consequent to adhering directly to a fire) — *difficult*; *hard*. Compare ¥.

i) 1 Fv
As per B # (adhere) + B teeth — the *gums*, to which the teeth adhere. Compare #r.

B (10) AvsA0; 70
Reverse image of &# pregnant (— fecund) + % action indicator — (make) *abundant*;

*prosperous*; *flourishing*. The *Yin Dynasty* (c. 1766 to c. 1050 B.C.E.; also known as the p#
Shang) is a borrowed usage.

E(10) v
As per 3C# (fine, detailed pattern) + FE tiger — (striped) tiger. *Respect™ and (act with)
*reverence™® are associated meanings («— dangerous creature eliciting reverence).

# (1) 750 (K)
As per %# (link) + an element combining “f* cow and —~ cover (— bar used to hold down the

horns of cattle; compare f§7) — *drag/draw* a cow with a rope — *lead*. Also, *be involved
in/with* (« be directly connected «— drag with a rope).

a3 rv
fiT# overflow + .[» heart/emotions — *error*/*mistake* committed due to overflowing emotion —
*fault*; *offense™®; *transgression*.

il (8) v
The combination of A person and 1 mouth is a variant# of {3 (person speaking

sincerely/truthfully). {iil. adds JI| (powerful, flowing) river — powerful sincerity — *strong and
possessed of integrity/righteousness® — *strong*.

M (16) =2 ; DFE; DEFA; DIED
A depiction of a *swallow*, the nests of which adhere to the walls of caves or cliffs. *Relaxation*
and *enjoyment* are borrowed meanings; compare .

B 0D =0 K(AT)
A depiction of a swallow, and may be regarded as a variant form of #& (swallow). *How*, *why*,
*where* and *then* are borrowed meanings.

g (14) =
F5# swallow + % woman — charming, *beautiful woman*, likened to a swallow.

% (9) 7~

As per ZZ# (rest in/on) + T+ hand/action indicator — rest a hand on (forcefully) — *press down
upon with the hand(s)* — *rub*. Also, *examine/investigate* («— press an object in various spots
in examining it).

2 (10) 7



As per ZZ# (rest in/on) + H sun/day — *setting of the sun* (sun resting/settling on the horizon;
compare H) — *late* (« late in the day); *quiet* (that accompanies the end of the day).

¥ (15) 72;<b
As per Z# (rest in/on) + % leather — *saddle* (upon which the rider's buttocks rest).

i (20) = ET
[Z hide + 4 fish — fish hidden in muddy, stagnant water — *catfish*.

iz (17) 7V
Variant form of fi (fish hidden in muddy, stagnant water). The compound fi#fift (77> =177 refers to
an anglerfish.

£ (9) rri0s
The combination of elements is unclear, but the Old Chinese pronunciation suggests that the
original idea was that of a rugged, well-formed face (compare Ef/EH) adhering to the head in the

manner that | # a cliff adheres to the side of a mountain (compare the lower element of %/ Ji%).
*Handsome* is an associated meaning, with *accomplished* and *splendid* extended meanings in

the sense of qualities associated with a handsome male. In £, the traditional form of the element
atop | is that seen in EH, 2 and {Z.

Z (16) 7o llbd
As per Z# (handsome; well-formed) + & words — *maxim*; *proverb* (< well-formed words).
= (@) 70 (9)

A depiction of vapors rising from a heat source and adhering to walls or the ceiling — *mumble*;
*say* («— vaporous/ambiguous utterances).

¥ (10) v

As per =# (adhere) + 5 plow — plow adhering to soil — *weed* (v.).

) By
Originally a sack (compare #) + an abbreviated form# of %% (consuming blaze) — place a sack
over a fire to separate the contents — *choose*/*select™* («— choose between separated objects).

(16) B\ (D)
As per H# (separate) + = words — verbally *correct a mistake* («— separate the true from the
false) — *admonish*; *remonstrate* with or *dissuade* (a superior) («— correct).

i (8) sy
As per EL# (fix upon) + X hand/action indicator — (cause to) adhere. *Hard* and *wise* are
borrowed meanings.

T 6) 7~
—# thick bar (doubled), suggesting pieces of wood being ground down into alignment — *flat*;
*level*; *smooth*; *even™® (adj.).



B (10) HrLEY
As per TH# (aligned pieces of wood) + K tree/wood — *wooden path marker*; *signpost* —
*bookmark*. Bt was devised to replace T after ff lost its connection with pieces of wood.

2 (7 B, 0Th
As per +# (press against) + H sun/day — sunlight pressing against and drying up the land — *dry
up*; *drought*.

=10) v
B4 dry up (— be/become rough) + /[» heart/emotions — *rough*; *brutish* — *courageous*.
Also, *strong®.

B (12) bbb

B4# dry up + K grain/rice — *dried up stalk* of a grain plant — *straw*.

5 Q7 v
12 here an abbreviated form of {# fierce + 55 horse — *untamed/unbroken horse* — *rage*; *run
wild*.

i (13) v

Ht# erect + P flesh — *tendon* (allowing muscles to extend and/or raise bones).

g (17) TomE

# erect + 4> metal — raise a metal latch/bolt — *key* (of a piano, electronic device etc.).

M (15) Fv
As per [#hs described in % (minute) + K tree/wood — Hibiscus syriacus (compare %), the
flowers of which have little or no detectible scent.

£ (20) v
As per [1#hs described in 7% (minute) + & food/eating — *paucity of food*; *famine* —
*starvation* («<— minute quantity of food). Compare % and #.

T (15) 71>

fi# gap + 7K water — *valley river* (running through a mountain) — *valley*.

i (17) B2, OEDT
[El# gap + 7 illness — *spasms*; *convulsions*; *fit* («— medical conditions that occur at
gaps/intervals; compare %) — *irritability*; *hot temper*.

Wi (13) 7 LEA
As per H# (fix upon) + HL insect/creature — variety of *fresh-water clam* (« creature firmly
affixed to its shell; compare 4 and J=).

i (12) 7o 390
As per R# (fix upon) + 1 stone — *inkstone* (to which ink is affixed).



B(13) 72 g O
As per FiL# (fix upon) + 77 bamboo — bamboo/wooden *water pipe* affixed in place — *conduit*.

W (16) H

An abbreviated form# of ¥z (rise high) + > feather/wing — (long, hard) feather raised in being
used as a writing implement — *writing brush* — *letter* («— writing produced by such a brush).
*Fly high* is via reinterpretation of the constituent elements of the character.

= (17) rvidbliex
As per the upper element# of #£ (raise in layers) + /& leg/foot — *lameness* forcing one to raise
one's leg in slow, layered motions — a *cripple*. Also, *suffer* and *be troubled*.

e (2l) o (D) En (D)

iB# send; dispatch + = words — *reprimand* delivered by an envoy — *reproach*.

B 9) =2 0<K(3);5(3); 5 D)
An abbreviated form# of % (settle) + [_ contain/conceal — set an object in place, hiding it away
— *hide*; *secrete*. *Bend* is a borrowed meaning.

HE (12) =2 8E 8 K)

As per [E# (set in place) + = earth — pack earth and set in place to create a *dam* — *dam up*.

I (6) B0 ()
As per T+# (press against) + % woman — have (illicit) contact with a woman — *evil/wicked
deed*; *villainy*. Compare #.

# (9) v isLELLY)
Iht# is 7 woman (doubled) — quarreling women. Z% adds another % element to emphasize
inappropriate behavior — *wicked*; *immoral*. *Adultery* is a borrowed meaning, likely

influenced by #F (have illicit contact with a woman) — *obscene*; *debauched*. *Noisy* is via
the original sense of "quarrel."

(7)) BTz
# thick bar; shield + K tree/wood — wooden *rod*, *pole* or *shield*.

) hE

F+# thick bar + 7T bamboo — *bamboo pole* — *pole*. Also, *neck™® of a violin or shamisen.
p p

Wi (17) B hhn

An abbreviated form# of ## (rise high) + E circumambulate — *fence* that rises high in
surrounding and blocking off a well. *Korea™ and *name of a particular country in ancient China*
are borrowed meanings.

M (12) om0
A variant form of the element minus 5 as described in J& (hunting hawk), indicating a bird
targeted as prey by hunting hawks — *wild goose*.



& (19) H it
As per Jif# (wild goose) + H commodities — goods made to resemble geese, used as decoys —
*imitation*; *counterfeit*; *sham*; *fake*.

B (1) A Zo i)
& movement + = # words — meet, then speak. *This* and *crawl* are borrowed meanings.

B (12) vrsvv
As per fil# (adhere) + P flesh — the testes, which adhere to the scrotum. *Kidney/the kidneys* is
a borrowed meaning.

B’ (14) Byl
As per B# (adhere) + /[» heart/emotions — emotional adherence to possessions — *stingy*,
*miserly*.

& (22) ook
As per B4# (adhere tightly) + £ fish — *skipjack* (tuna; aka *bonito*), with tightly compact meat.

B (14) 1~
As per fi%# (abundant) + .[» heart/emotions — demonstrate abundant concern/regard for others —
*attentiveness*; *courtesy*. Compare 2.

HE(12) A L9 ()
As per P2# as described in /& (adhere) + 7K water — *sink* and adhere to the bottom of a body of
water — *bury*.

W (19) =2 ;0 (Tp)
Hie# swallow + [ mouth + *swallow*/*gulp* in the manner of the (avian) swallow, a voracious
consumer of insects. Compare HH.

fE (12) 0T ()
As per [1#hs described in { (minute) + A person — *barely*; *merely*; *few*; *little*. Here,

N has no semantic function, being used simply to create a derivative character conveying meanings
that dropped from the original one.

¥ (1) ¥ TR0
A variant form of [J#hs described in % (minute) + ¥} grass/plant — minute/small flowering plant
— a *violet™*.

B (15) *®»
As per [#hs described in 7% (minute) + & jewel — *jewel*, reduced in size but rendered
beautiful by cutting and polishing.

2} 17 FIrRhAZA
$)# diligent + .[» heart — be diligent in attending to another person's needs (compare %) —
*solicitous™; *courteous™; *polite*.



(7)) F2HE0
As per JT# (adhere) + M grass/plant — *celery* (that grows in close proximity to bogs, marshes
and other bodies of water). *Parsley* is a borrowed meaning.

i 00 ) VAV AP VA
As per %# (link) + il boat — *gunwale* (or *saxboard*), the top edge of the two sides of a boat,
linking the bow to the stern.

8 (13) o 05
As per %# (link) + 4 metal — stand/holder linked to a tripod vessel. *Pot handle* is a borrowed
meaning.

MH 9) Av =,z ;08D (Fe) ; Tet (5)
As per [Kl# (superimpose) + [ mouth — food superimposed over the pharynx in swallowing —
*swallow* (compare #) — *throat*. Also, *choke*.

(6) v 51 (<)
As per +# (press against in defense) + 5 hand/action indicator — *use a shield in protection*;
*fight/ward off*; *pin/render immobile*. Also, *resist* and *restrain®.

E () AeER
F+# thick bar + a variant form of [ net — *long-handled bird-catching net* (compare ). *Rare*
is a borrowed meaning.

BE (13) Hv

# thick bar + 5 bone — *shin*; *shinbone*.

|9 FrmnED

As per E# (adhere) + 1= earth — geographical *boundary* (« edge of a plain adhering to the
foothills where mountains begin) — *limit*. Also, *riverbank® and *shore* («— border of land and
water).

B9 =2v5bE(D)
As per B# (adhere) + ¥ movement — adhere to one's position obstinately — *obstinacy* — *be
irrationally committed to a bad cause* — *quite* («— great degree «— excessive degree).

B9 2 Tbe (D)
As per E# (adhere) + K dog/beast — *sounds produced by dogs (adhering in) fighting/biting each
other* (compare Jik). *Perversion* is a borrowed meaning.

HR(13) =<K
As per R# (adhere) + /& leg/foot — *heel* (< body part that adheres to the ground) — *follow*;
*accompany* («— follow on the heels of another).

#O(18) ¥ EA (D)

[J[ak described in %, here an abbreviated form# of # humility + }. see — *imperial audience*.



ZE (14) 75 8(8);80(K)
As per the upper element# of %€ (raise in layers) + T+ hand/action indicator — *raise*. Also, *pull
up/out*.

E (17 7o Eb (D)
The upper element of %€, here an abbreviated form# of 2= lame + 5 words — *stutter* (« speech
impediment) — *sigh of lamentation*®. *Speak frankly/correctly* is a borrowed meaning.

7% (20) v
The upper element of Z£, here an abbreviated form# of Z& lame + & horse — *lame horse*. Also,
*lack* («— lame horse lacking full powers).

B (15) 25725 (9) ; ARV (00)
F# leisure + 2 woman — woman of leisure — *learn*; *be accomplished*; *elegant*; *refined*
(«— all by association with leisured women).

i a8 i

[E1# gap + > thread — interweave over a gap in fabric — *embroidered pattern*.

e (20) = ;0L
JiE# swallow + P flesh — *rouge* (the lustrous color of a swallow's feathers). *Throat* is a
borrowed meaning, either directly via M} (throat) or indirectly via ¥ swallow (— throat).

e (23) =~
& here an abbreviated form# of B swallow/gulp + 5 words — drink and converse at a *banquet*
or *drinking party* (compare £-) — *relax* — *open oneself up to*.

9) 1v;Lén

As per [K# (superimpose) + Wi grass/plant — *cushion®; *mattress* (< products made of layers of
plant matter).

E (1) 7ot
As per Z# (well-formed) + A person (— human agency) — create well-formed (but *counterfeit*)
goods — *fake*. Compare [& .

B (11) =2 ;5 ({H2) ;2 (®5)
As per [E# (set in place) + A person — *lay (the body) down/low*; *lay (a weapon/tool) down*
and take a rest. *Weir* is a borrowed meaning, via J&.

(12) B

5U# choose; select + F hand/action indicator (for emphasis/clarification) — *choose*; *select®.

o9 B 050

As per ## (raise — rise) + 7K water — rising water covering a *vast* expanse.

W(14) 7o



As per Z8# as described in % (adhere) + EL tile/earthenware — *ceramics™®; *porcelain® («—
earthenware to which glaze adheres). Also, *distinguish between* (superior and inferior products).

% (10) T

As per Z# (link) + 7 illness — linked series of spasms (compare i) — *cramps*.

o9 FTsFav;dbbde) ;0oL () 132 (%)
As per 5 # (contain) + ¥ pike/halberd — *halberd handle* (in which the weapon is contained).
*Be proud of*, *pity* and *piteous person* are borrowed meanings.

87 (12) ¥ ¥y
JT# ax + 4% metal — a type of *hatchet*.

w(15) Tidedt
As per ZZ# (rest in/on) + H head — the *bridge of the nose* («<— object that adheres to the front of
the head as the ears adhere to the sides; compare H).

wo(17) T 5T
As per ZZ# (rest in/on) + 55 bird — *quail* («— bird at rest, and adhering closely to the vegetation
that conceals and protects it).

(1) A2 LeR

As per [K# (superimpose) + 4< clothing — *undergarment* superimposed upon (= covering) the
chest and trunk (but not the limbs). Also, *coverlet* («— sheets/blankets that cover a sleeping mat;
compare ).

ho(12) A
As per [Kl# (superimpose) + >& thread — (woven) *coverlet* superimposed upon (= covering) a
sleeping mat. Compare #A.

M (14) A
PH here an abbreviated form# of /& smoke + 7=~ altar/the supernatural — smoke accompanying a
*sacrifice* — *offer/make a sacrifice®.

M (17) 12 5E(K)
As per P2# as described in /& (adhere) +  gate — *gate* adhering to the outer of two curved
walls enclosing a fortress — *close off*, concealing objects within.

W (22) A
F&# conceal + 7 illness — concealed illness in the form of a *craving*, (bad) *habit* or
*addiction*.

HE (22) =~
[Z# hide + F rat/mouse — *mole* hidden in the earth.

B (11) 7300000
As per AJ# (bend) + 77 bamboo — bamboo bent to form an *arrow shaft* (compare #).



I (7) <)
As per 1# (press against) + H sun/day — setting sun pressing against the western horizon —
*sunset*; *dusk*. Compare “Z:.

oo v
—+# thick bar + & jewel — stick-shaped *accessory* attached to clothing.

=10y B O
As per H# (fix upon) + P grass/plant — species of *amaranthus* with bright yellow flowers (that
capture one's attention) and edible leaves.

- (17) 52555503 (D)
[Al# gap + H eye — *peep*; *spy on* («— gaze through a gap in a wall).

#(19) A R005
i34 trunk + 77 bamboo — *trunk of a bamboo tree*. Also, *shaft of an arrow* (< trunk-like
object made of bamboo; compare %).

T (8) Fv
As per JT# (adhere) + ‘K fire — adhere to a fire — *hot* — *brilliant* (< brilliant fire).

i (13) v/
As per JT# (adhere) + & leather — *leather strap* adhering to a horse (stretching from breast to
saddle, or binding the midsection; compare #t).

B (18) v
Fi# subject; retainer + [ mouth/hole (quadrupled to indicate a number of mouths) — *noisy
conversation* among persons of low rank — *noisy*; *foolish*.

BT (19) FoE<&
As per JT# (adhere) + B teeth — the *gums*, in which the teeth adhere. Compare #R.

i (9)
K# the heavens + 71 altar/the supernatural. The compound iAZX (TK#) refers to Zoroastrianism,
and the compound ‘Kjik to Ahura Mazda (God).

By roshy
As per H# (fix upon) + K tree/wood — affix a wooden *plug* — *coffin cover* (« cover an
opening).

O (15) v BN K)

#H# grind; sharpen + F hand/action indicator (for emphasis/clarification) — *grind*; *sharpen*.
Also, *study* and *research* («— sense of putting one's nose to the grindstone).

£ (16) 7o (F5) 13nE



As per the upper element# of € (raise in layers) + 4< clothing — *raise* a *garment covering the
lower half of the body*. Compare fi&.

& (0) v
iE# wrapped + 5% thread — wrap with thread to attach — *attached*; *inseparable*.

gk (23) T
As per Jgk# (be filled high) + [l mountain — high, steep *mountain* — *peak*.

B 1) 7
As per f&# as described in J§k (cooking vessel) + EL tile/earthenware — *earthenware vessel* (for
steaming grain).

8 (23) v
T/%x# fill/full + % (adhere) — centipedes swarming (= fully covering) vegetation — *centipede*.
*Clear* and *pure* are borrowed meanings.

1E (10) 7 eteh (D)

‘= # words + [ mouth — utter words of *condolence*. Compare FZ.

g (12) 7oy
As per Z# (handsome; well-formed) + [T mouth — utter well-formed words of *condolence*.
Compare '3,

W (13) v
% here an abbreviated form# of i tendon + 4 cow — cut tendons in castrating bulls —
*castrated bull*; *castration™.

B (18) i sKA
Ht# erect + & leather — leather *quiver* placed upright on a horse.

& (15) = ;4
[£# hide + H insect/creature — *cicada* (« creature that remains hidden in the earth for years
before emerging). The compound HE¥LE refers to a gecko.

(10) A
As per [Kl# (superimpose) + ‘<, rising vapors (— air/atmosphere) — *heavy fog/mist* (< layers of
fog).

H(5) av v

Originally, a depiction of objects being pressed down, suggesting "press down on objects in
containing them" — *armor*; *helmet*; *shell*. From the bronzeware inscription style onward,
however, the character becomes a depiction of a hard, seed-bearing *husk*. *First in a series* and
*first calendar sign* are borrowed meanings.

i (8) =7, s

As per H# (press down on) + [LI mountain — mountain gorge (pressed down on by cliffs on both



sides). Compare IIi¢. However, the character has been applied to land jutting into the sea and pressed
upon by water on both sides, therefore *cape™ or *promontory*.

M @®) v, B(Ex 325 LT)
As per F# (press down on) + 5 hand/action indicator — *press*/*push* down on — *thrust*;
*shove®; *hold down*; *stop*; *stamp™* (papers/a passport etc.); (a) *weight*; *pressure* —

*seize*; *catch*; *arrest* — *control* (« restrain and control). #f was devised to replace F after
the latter came to refer to a husk or shell.

FE (17) 77 Shinjitai £ (5)
As per Jik# (press upon) + I earth — *pressure* exerted on the earth by a heavy object — *press*.

M (5 v
A depiction of a concave object sunken in the middle due to pressure from above — *concave*;
*indented*; *hollowed out*.

B (10) Fav;ids(FH-Te) Shinjitai £ (9)
As per Z# (pressed between) + F hand/action indicator — press/be pressed between — *insert*;
*interpose*®; *be caught/sandwiched between*.

I (10) =77  Shinjitai )
As per 7c# (pressed between) + [LI mountain — *ravine*/*gorge* pressed between cliffs. Compare

i

e (10) Fav; L (FE5H-D5) ;HE ()  Shinjitai £ (9)
As per 7c# (pressed between) + K dog/beast — be pressed on by wild animals, with nowhere to
turn — *narrow™ («— narrow margin for escape) — *small*; *reduce*; *narrow-minded*.

 (10) Fav;BEMT-9) ;B @F)
As per #i# as described in 1} (pressure from two sides) + A flesh — the two sides of the body,

under pressure — *threaten* («— be threatened by attackers at both sides; compare %) —
*frighten™®; *fear®; *be scared*; *startle*.

¥ (13) Fav;=9y,;bs
A depiction of a stand with notched wooden supports on both ends. Heavy bells and/or drums were
suspended from a wooden bar that was placed atop of (and connected) a pair of such stands

(compare #}), exerting pressure upon the notches — *work/act* (« create notches) — *skill*;
*occupation*®. Also, *karma* (« result of acts taken).

Ko@) Fav; BL(V-503F)
The relevant oracle bone form of this character shows a person + a hand reaching toward another

person (compare k) — *reach/extend* and press a hand on the back of a fleeing person —
*overtake* — *amount to*; *equal*. By further extension are *and* and *as well as* («— equally),
while *come to*, *exert* (upon) and *affect* derive from the original sense of exerting pressure
with one's hand.

e (6) F=7;79 ()

As per K# (press on) + 1 mouth — press the lips together in sucking in air — *suck* (compare



4, Bk and 155) — *breathe*; *inhale*; *take in* — *absorb*; *smoke* (tobacco).

W (9) F=v

As per }z# (press on) + 5% thread — pieces of fabric of various quality, pressing on each other in
being inspected — *rank*; *class™*; *grade™ («— levels of quality) — *head* («— make promotions
contingent on the taking of heads on the battlefield).

209 Far;nER)

The relevant seal inscription form shows 721 to have originally consisted of }z# (press on) + :[»
heart/emotions — feelings of being pressed upon — *rush*; *hurry*; *hasten* — *sudden*;
*emergency™; *steep™.

A (6) TV vy b Gbd - bEs)

As per [1# (cavity — open container) + an abbreviated form of 4 (contain) — press/fit together a
lid on a container, containing objects inside — *fit*; *join*; *put together*; *meet*. Extended
meanings include *suit*; *match*; *agree/coincide with*; *correspond to*; *be correct*; *add*
(to); *combine*; *set/adjust™ (a device); *adapt oneself to*; and *check™® (with/against).

fa (12) F=v
As per ©# (press/fit together) + 5% thread — fit together pieces of fabric — *supply*;
*supplement™®; *fill*; *give*; *salary*.

B (8) Fa 2R (Dd D<)
As per 3Z# (exert continuous downward pressure) + 7K water — *teardrops* pressing on the cheeks
— *cry*; *sob*; *weep* — *moan*; *regret™®.

B (7)) 27,47 <IS 85
2 here a variant of F# (kneeling figure with arms extended) + [ ] circular enclosure — subjects
pressed into an enclosed space, who kneel and extend their arms in obeisance — *village*;

*settlement™®; *town*. Confusingly, when used as an element in a dual-element character, [ is
written as [$, the same simplification as employed for . piled earth. The difference is that &
appears on the right (examples: ¥, &E, or ZF) while . appears on the left (examples: [, [R, or [£).

i (5) Fav;hve(0)
[ mouth + +# (gather) — voices gathered in harmonious supplication — *harmonize*. Also, *be
realized/have one's prayer answered™ («— grant a group's wish/request).

() Fv
F:# withdraw + /7 power/energy — *coerce™* others into withdrawing. *Long period of time*
derives from the compound %7, a transliteration of the Sanskrit kalpa.

R (8) Fav;ay; BU(Z5); D5 (1)

Z# withdraw + /C» heart/emotions — *shrink from* in fear — *be fearful*; *cowardice*.

g (7) Fav
K person standing outstretched + a depiction# of two persons — one individual pressed between
two others — *insert*; *sandwich* between.



A (10) Fav; &R
As per 7c# (pressed between) + i grass/plant — *shell/pod* (that sandwiches the bean contained
inside).

Be (15) Fav;ldssh; ookl
As per 7c# (pressed between) + 4 metal — *pincers*; *tongs*; *scissors* («— metallic
implements between which objects are pressed). Compare .

EO(16) Fav;IEds;iEF

As per Z# (pressed between) + E head — the jaw (« part of the head that enables food and other
objects to be pressed between the upper and lower rows of teeth). *Cheeks* is via a different
perspective on sandwiching with regard to the head (i.e., cheeks between which food in the mouth
is pressed).

i (8) =27 ;Hk (D)
As per HH# (press down upon) + 1 mouth — *gulp* (down); *swallow* — *inhale*; *drink*.
Also, *quack* («— loud noise produced in gulping).

@) av;ie(hd)
As per F1# (press down upon) + K dog/beast — discipline an animal to *tame* it — *be
accustomed to*; *be on intimate terms with* — *be overly familiar with*; *make light of*.

i) =
As per F# (press down upon) + F flesh — *shoulder blade* (pressing down upon the muscles
beneath).

% (9) ¥,
As per Jz# (press on) + 17 bamboo — (bamboo) *container* for clothes, books and other objects,
carried on the back.

e o(9) AV
As per &# (press/fit together) + % woman — woman fitted with heavy clothes (compare #7) —
*beautiful*; *good-looking™.

(9 av;Hn(b)
As per ©# (press/fit together) + .[» heart/emotions — *fit* one's heart; *match* one's ideas —

*precisely*; *just (as)*; *as though*. The pronunciation 77> in compounds derives from »~7, an
old Japanese pronunciation of this character.

& (1) av; 57h0
As per &# (press/fit together) + [l dish/plate/bowl — *lidded utensil*.

i (1) Fav;av;bbd
As per &# (press/fit together) + X clothing — heavy *lined garment* (< lining precisely fitted to
the fabric) — *lined kimono*. Compare #.



& (12) ¥=2v;60) ;b2 (FH-05D)

As per &# (press/fit together) + Y feather/wing — retracted wings, pressed tightly in covering a
bird's body — *put together*; *gather* — *happen* (« putting together or gathering regarded as
an occurrence).

B (12) 2713 ESY
As per &# (press/fit together) + H insect/creature — *clam* (< creature encased in a tightly
sealed shell). Compare 1.

A (14) =v
As per &# (press/fit together) + | gate — *small, side door/gate* fitted into the side of a larger
gate — (woman's) *chamber* (compare [£)). Also, (government/public) *office* and *palace*.

B (23) v, z<1E
As per Jik# (press upon) + [ face — *dimple(s)*. Compare JE&.

& (10) =¥
Originally, the element at top# was not 7= but rather that described in I (now written as F[1, but

originally Ff] in reverse — hold down). The addition of [ll. dish/plate/bowl suggests the idea of
pressing a *cover®* down upon a container — *meet* («— meeting of cover and container). *Why*
is a borrowed meaning.

13) A 704;30, 88 ) ;57

=
#=# (press down and) cover + #fi grass/plant — roof thatched/covered with grass — *cover*; *1id*.

(
#(
B (8) Fav;Eh

As per 7c# (pressed between) + A person — person of rank, sandwiched by bodyguards —

*chivalry* («— dedicate oneself unstintingly to the service of another). *Tomboy* is a borrowed
meaning.

R ®) Fav;Eeh

A variant form of /. For meanings, see 5.

By (10) Fav;bx
Effectively a variant form of %# (one's side), with the P flesh element repositioned, and
emphasizing the physical points the *armpits* and the *sides/flanks* — *side*. Compare Ji% and

JR.

& (1) 372 7av;al(%) ;12 (05) ;0 (5)
As per ;&# (contain) + T+ hand — *twist* an object contained between fingers — *nip*; *turn*;
*twirl*,

# (12) 2v;vay

As per E# as described in E (press) + T hand — hands pressed together at the breast in making a
greeting — *bow* — *come together*; *assemble*. Also, *yield*.

a9 v



As per ©# (press/fit together) + [l mountain — vertical mountain *cave* (with a cover fitted over
the entrance).

w0 2v;HFERK)
As per &# (press/fit together) + 7K water — large volume of *water covering an extensive area* —

*far and wide*; *moisten*. Also, *harmony of thought/emotion* («— bring into uniformity «<— cover

extensively; compare /).

[F (7)) 275132
As per Hi# (press down upon) + [ enclosure — (lidded) *box*. Compare .

Wl (13) Fv;=ay
As per H# (press down upon) + [ gate — plate of a *sluice* or *floodgate* pressing down in
closure — *opening and closing of a gate* (compare {i.). Compare also [#.

& (13) =27
#=# (press down and) cover + 7K water — *sudden/abrupt* (cessation) (< suddenly slam a lid on a
water container, cutting off the flow of liquid).

[ (18) =& (U5)
#=# (press down and) cover + [ gate — *close* (the *leaf* of) a *door*. Compare [#]. Also, *put
away* and *contain in entirety* — *all*.

& (12) Fav;22A6L00)
K# combines K (be pressed between) + | enclosure — contents tightly pressed into a container.

Compare [f. i adds /C» heart/emotions — heart filled with contentment/satisfaction — *be
satisfied*; *be comfortable*.

B (15) Fav;i3z
As per [#é# as described in f (contents tightly pressed into a container) + 7§ bamboo —
(rectangular, bamboo) *box*, chest or case. Compare [H.

B (10) Faw;av;EE ()
As per Z# (pressed between) + . piled earth — *mountain pass/narrow gorge* (compare I and
I5%). Also, (sandwiched between and therefore) *narrow*.

K (13) Fav; P70 EE
As per 7# (pressed between) + 77 bamboo — variety of *bean plant* (compare %), the stalk of

which was used in divination (compare %% and %). Also, *bamboo writing brush* and *chopsticks*
— *insert* and *sandwich between*, as well as *inscribed tablets*.

& (1) Fav;¥ay
As per Me# (press on) + |1l mountain — (perilously) *high and steep mountain* with large boulders
pressing against each other.

7 (10) =794 (25)

As per B# (press) + .[» heart/emotions — *be depressed*; *have a heavy heart* («— negative



emotions pressing on the heart).

HE (14) Iv
## brilliant + H sun/day — *shine* brilliantly — *thriving*.

& (15) BA, 0,23y
#=# (press down and) cover + 1 stone — forcefully *press* a stone/earthenware cover into place
— *sound of rocks or drums struck in turn* («— two hard objects knocking against each other).

B (6) F=2m;<(Tp)
As per M2 # (press on) + /K water — *draw water* (< lower a bucket to the point that it presses
down beyond the surface of well water) — *scoop* (up/out); *ladle* (out) — *pour™* (tea).

i (15) F=v;7 ()
As per Z5# (press) + 1 mouth — *compress* the lips in sucking in breath (compare %%, "4 and #f)
— *inhale®* — *absorb*.

wo(15) Fav
As per ## as described in 1% (harmonious cooperation) + [ (fine) — a fine and *harmonious*
meeting of the minds (compare if7) — *peaceful*.

f(9) 2w,k

As per H# (press down upon) + K tree/wood — (lidded) *animal cage* — (place in a) *box*.

g (1) 27;%av

As per &# (press/fit together) + 71X altar/the supernatural — *commemorate ancestors jointly* (i.e.
a *festival* in which ancestors both proximate and distant in the bloodline are jointly
commemorated).

& (13) =
#=# (press down and) cover + [1 mouth — press the teeth upon seeds or other food in
biting/cracking. The compound P& however refers to the act of speaking.

2 (10) =< (Tp)
As per 5# (press) + F hand/action indicator — *press one's hands to one's chest*. *Scoop*, *dip*
and *ladle/pour out* are borrowed meanings.

B (10) 27479568 (9)

As per =# (press) + 7K water — press liquid out of an object, leaving it *moist*/*damp*.

# (13) v
As per £# (press) + 4K clothing — press clothing over oneself — *clothe oneself* — *cover a
book*. *Fragrance* is a borrowed meaning.

B (19) Fv;B<(%)
## (press down and) cover + & food/eating — *cooked meal placed in a container and transported
to field laborers*. Compare £%.



e 9) 2v
As per &5# (press/fit together) + 1 mouth — press the lips together in sucking in air (compare W%,
#X and 155). The *opening and closing of a fish's mouth* is a borrowed meaning — *school of fish*.

M (5) 71;<p (2% 0%)

A variant of 7] (bend/cup a hand about the mouth to amplify the voice in shouting), with *add*,
*append™® and *increase™ being associated meanings («— add a hand atop the mouth to increase the
volume of one's voice). Also, *join* (in) and *inflict* (« join in something inflicting
damage/injury).

Z2R9) Bi(0%- %)
As per JII# (place atop) + K tree/wood — wooden framework atop which something is constructed
— *put on*; *build* — *span*; *bridge girder*.

B\ o(12)
As per JIll# (place atop) + H commodities — congratulatory presents piled high —
*congratulations®.

"5 H

The relevant oracle bone form of this character is a representation of a bent hook + F mouth —
bend/cup a hand about the mouth to amplify the voice in shouting — shout/laugh/sing in a loud
voice. *Possible* is an extended meaning («— make it possible to be heard at a distance), with
*approve* by further extension («— approve of what has been made possible).

i (8) J1;hb
As per AJ# (bend) + 7K water — long *river* with multiple bends. Compare )I1.

H(14) H15972;972(9)

As per ## (sing) + /K bent, open-mouthed figure — *sing* — *song* — *poem*; *tanka*. #k
was devised to express the original meaning of & after the latter was borrowed to express "elder
brother."

il (7) 79370025720
Originally, a depiction of a person bearing on the shoulder a load hung from a long pole. The

bronzeware and seal inscription forms, though, are A\ + #J# (bend). *What* is a borrowed
meaning.

fif (10) 77512
As per {if# (bear a load) + fi grass/plant — *lotus* («<— plant borne on water). *Bear a load*, (a)
*load*, *burden* and *undertake* are meanings applied after {i] was borrowed to express "what."

S
aro(8) &

As per AJ# (bend) + K stand outstretched — person bending/leaning in an unusual position, on
account of being lame — *strange*; *wondrous*.

7 (1) F; X (E5-5)



As per #7# (lean) + 7 roof/building — *lean on* or *draw near*/toward a building — *approach*;
*bring near*; *call at/upon*; *step aside* — *depend on*; *gather* (« call at another person's
dwelling for food and shelter) — *add* (up to) («— gather). Also, *entrust* (« be entrusted with
the care of others) and *send* («— have objects brought to another).

Iy (11) F;3&
As per #7# (lean) + [l mountain — mountainous headland — *cape*; *promontory*. Compare
and fi4.

Bi (18)

As per #7# (lean) + J& horse — rider leaning on a horse — *horse riding*; *counter for horsemen*.

(7)) Hibibh
The relevant oracle bone form of this character is a variant of =X, spear/halberd, indicating a
weapon/knife with a serrated blade (i.e., a blade the teeth of which are in alignment).

ik (15) F;22;9(2%)
As per F# (bladed weapon — blade-like) + & food/eating — lean, blade-like appearance of a
starving person (compare £Jl) — *hunger*; *starvation*.

2% >

# (13) %

As per F# (bladed weapon) + - sheep — use a bladed weapon to sacrifice a sheep in a ceremony
— *honor*; *justice®; *meaning*.

% (15) ¥
As per F5# (ceremony) + A person (— human agency) — conduct a *ceremony* — *rules* —
*follow*; *obey™ (good standards) («— follow/obey rules). *Matters* is a borrowed meaning.

%% (20) X Shinjitai 4% (17)

#% is a variant form# of % (sacrifice in a ceremony). 4% adds 2 cow — *sacrifice* a cow.

W (20) ¥
As per F&# (ceremony) + & words — ceremonious *deliberation* — *debate* — *dispute*.

H 8) ¥
The relevant bronzeware inscription form is = roof/building + Z# (originally, piled meat) — tall,
neat pile of meat in a room — *good*; *right* (« neat).

Bk (17) *;7zbTe(15)  Shinjitai Bk (15)
An abbreviated form# of i (sunken) + an element combining &. (food stand, here a shape

indicator) and X spear/halberd (the combination indicating a particular type of bladed weapon) —
sink a spear in a hole in the ground as a trap for game — *sport with* («— hunt for sport «— hunt).
*Laugh uproariously*, *frolic*, *joke*, *play*, *tease® and *flirt* are by figurative association
with "sport with" — *theater*; *drama®*; *show?™.

) A ITR IRATR

te# line up + H. H replaces an obsolete element of uncertain signification, and the reason for the



selection of H is also obscure. *All*, *everyone* and *everything* appear to be connected with
the general idea of lining up many people/objects.

B (12) A
As per ## (line up) + F- piled earth — aligned steps/stairs — *step*; *stair* — *ladder*; *class*;
*floor*.

AL (6) ;1372
As per JL# (tall — tall and lean) + P flesh — *skin* of a lean/starving person (compare ).

fll (10) ¥;5(x5D)
Effectively a variant form of £, combining JL# (tall — tall and lean) + & food/eating — long, lean
appearance of one suffering from a lack of food (same as for fifk) — *hunger* (for); *starve*.

=) oA
JE# combines /7 door + 1 mouth — slow, careful deliberations (compare ##% and 71) that result in

the opening of a (figurative) door to understanding — open; commence. & adds 4 action indicator
— *enlighten*; *address* (an idea).

B (12) W45 (KF2%) ;06 (K1F5)

The relevant seal inscription form is [ gate + F1# (align) — *open* wide the tall doors of a gate,
to an equal degree — *make/drill a hole*; *be space between*; *develop*; *begin*; *hold* (a
party/meeting etc.) («— throw open the doors); *release*.

K (6) 1;=;25%
A depiction of a garment billowing over the body — *clothing*; *wear™®; *dress*; *cover* — (in
cooking) *coating/batter/icing*.

& @®) A
As per 4# (billowing garment) + A person (— human agency) — *conceal oneself* in/behind
another person's billowing garment — *1ean against*; *depend (upon)* — *request®.

B (10) F;9TUD)
To "E# (engorgement) the relevant oracle bone form of BE adds a heaping plate of food — become
engorged on a heaping plate of food — *already™* (< have already reached a limit).

1 () T30 (1-3)
As per JT# (adhere) + 7x altar/the supernatural — figuratively adhere to the gods in imploring them
to grant one's wishes — *pray*; *wish/hope* (for).

& (12) F;u<

A variant form of F# (bladed weapon) + an obsolete character doubling ¥ slender thread — slice
threads repeatedly, *little by little*, causing them to become *minute* and *almost equal* in size
— *slight*; *(a) few*; *some* («— minute in size or quantity). Also, *almost*. *How much/many*
and *which* are borrowed meanings.

% (16) ;1372

## minute + N tree/wood — wooden *device* such as a *loom* in which cogs and other moving



parts come into minute contact — *machine* — *opportunity* (« interplay of circumstances that
create a new opportunity).

(7)) *
The relevant seal inscription form shows two sets of intersecting lines + M1# cloth — long piece of

cloth (compare 4X) with fine cross-stitches — *rare* (« rare, high-quality cloth) —
*desire*/*hope* («— desire/hope to obtain something rare).

% (1) 74

Variant form of 22 (row of aligned slaves) — *connect*; *link*; *lineage*; *relation*; *system*.

B 9) 71000500 -05)
S&# connection + A person (— human agency) — *connect®; *link*; *lineage*; *relation*

— *affect®; *modify* (a verb). *Person in charge™ is via reinterpretation of the constituent
elements of this character.

% (13) 74 Shinjitai % (11)
As per 2# (aligned) + 7K water — stream/river aligned to the contours of a *valley*. Compare %#.

e (18) 7A5iTbhih
As per “2# (aligned) + £ short, squat bird — domesticated birds in alignment — *chicken*;
*hen*; *rooster*; *fowl*.

%% (21) 7 A;iZHEY  Shinjitai H (19)
As per 2# (aligned) + & bird — domesticated birds in alignment — *chicken*; *hen*; *rooster*;
*fowl*. %8 is a variant form of %E.

i 9) TAEDN (B D)
+ (gather) + S# words — speak in plotting — *plot*; *arrange* — *see to*; *handle*;
*measure®; *weigh*; *judge*; *determine™®; *total*; *accounts*.

B (13) 717238 (25 DD)
% is as per #&# (carry) + T hand/action indicator (for emphasis/clarification) — *carry*;
*bring/take along* — *participate*; *be involved/engaged in*. %% is a simplified form of ##.

2 (20) 71;>(<) Shinjitai #£ (13)
The right-hand element# combines 4 slender thread (quadrupled) + bisecting lines — sever, then
link the tips of threads extending beyond a framing object. i adds 54 thread for

emphasis/clarification, but i came to indicate *inherit*, *succeed to* or *accede to*, in the sense
of linking generations. *Resume* is an associated meaning.

L Q2 71
A depiction of a long container (conceptually, beyond which objects stretch) — *contain*;
*conceal*. Distinguish [ from [ .

T 4) F

A depiction of a person with an engorged belly — *engorgement*. Also, *choke* («— choke in



gorging oneself).

iR O(13) 7174565 (TD)
As per §# (sweet/rich) + = words — *reach*/attain one's objective via sweet/rich (= flattering)
words — *arrive at* — *visit a shrine/temple*.

= (10) DA 701;%
A depiction of a stand bearing a pile of food in neat alignment (compare H.). *How* and *what*
(exclamations of surprise) are borrowed meanings, as is *covet* (via ).

7 (8) ;WL (D) ;0 (<) ; S (Te)
As per AJ# (shout/laugh/sing in a loud voice) + i grass/plant — plant that irritates the throat as
does shouting — *torment*; *harsh* — *scold*.

. (8) 7 BbiA(D)
As per AJ# (bend) + - piled earth — high place with multiple bends — *winding heights* —

*fawn over*; *flatter* («<— twist the truth in order to gain favor). [ is most often used as a simple
phonetic in names, compounds and idioms, rather than for its primary meanings.

Bo(13) 7
As per [# (bend) +J illness — disease/illness that causes the body to bend — *chronic illness*.

 (10) &
As per AJ# (shout/laugh/sing in a loud voice) doubled — *sing*. *Elder brother* is a borrowed

meaning, the doubling of the pronunciation of the character 7] matching a babyspeak appellation
for older brother in ancient China.

a0 (12) ;Lo (D)

As per AJ# (shout) + 5 words (for emphasis/clarification) — *shout* — *scold*.

% 11) ¥
As per #7# (lean) + 1= earth — *cape* or *promontory* (< headland that leans/edges downwards
or into something). Compare IFf and 7.

o(12) A;%21E72(TH)
As per #7# (lean) + /X bent, open-mouthed figure — lean toward another in order to hear better —
*strain to hear™®; *prick up one's ears*.

ro(2) A

As per #7# (lean) + K tree/wood — wooden furnishing upon which one leans — *chair*.

s (13) %
As per #7# (lean) + £ stone — (rocky) *cape* or *promontory* («<— rocky landmass projecting
from a mountain into lowlands, or from a cliff into a body of water). Compare I and 5.

W (13) %
As per #7# (lean) + Hl field — irregularly-shaped portion of land that leans/juts out from a field —



*remainder®; *odd (sum/number)* — *strange™®; *crippled*; (physically) *defective®.

i (14) %
As per #i# (lean — irregular; unusual) + 5% thread — *figured cloth* of an unusual, *beautiful*
pattern.

2 (10) 7A;72h%T
K stand outstretched + an abbreviated form# of the right-hand element of i (link) — slaves

linked/chained in alignment (compare & and #%) — servant. *What*, *why* and *how* are
borrowed meanings.

B (17) oA
As per %# (aligned) + /& leg/foot — aligned (foot)paths/lanes (compare ) — *path*; *lane*.
Compare #2.

R (9) 7
The relevant bronzeware inscription form is —# align + an element combining ] ~ cliff/shape

indicator (here suggesting a hanging cloth or pelt) and a variant of 4 action indicator — overlay
the body with a garment — *conceal* («— body concealed by the garment overlaying it) — *false*
(«— conceal reality/the truth).

hn (8) A
As per JIl# (place atop) + #fi grass/plant — lotus stem, atop of which rests a multi-layered flower.
*Eggplant* (%i1) is a borrowed meaning.

o)
As per JII# (place atop) + & movement — move to meet, adding to a group. 0 is used primarily
for transliteration, as in F&:00 (or FRH), a reference to the Buddha).

o) Ao
As per JII# (place atop) + /K tree/wood — wooden restraining device placed atop the shoulders, and
encasing the head — *shackles™®; *fetters*.

Wi (10) 77,0857
As per JIll# (place atop) + 7 illness — *scab* that forms atop a wound.

w12y &
As per JIl# (place atop) + /& leg/foot — *sit cross-legged*, feet on thighs. Compare I,

5 (14) ;55 (F72)
As per JII# (place atop) + 7 as described in & (round drum set on a stand) — a feast accompanied
by music — *good*; *auspicious* — *praise* («— praiseworthy feast).

B (15 HiH

As per JII# (place atop) + 55 horse — place a harness atop a horse prior to riding it — *ride* (a
horse, or a horse-drawn *palanquin®); ride a *vehicle*. Also, *handle*, *manage*, and
*manipulate* («— conduct a horse-drawn palanquin/vehicle).



& (10) A
As per F# (bladed weapon — blade-like) + |1/ mountain — *high mountain* with blade-like
crags. Compare .

i (13) 7;%
As per F# (bladed weapon — blade-like) + H. insect — *moth* («<— blade-thin creature). *Ant* is
a borrowed meaning, !k being construed as an abbreviated form of 1% (ant).

& (1) A& 310)
As per ¥7# (line up) + A person (— human agency) — people figuratively/actually lining up in
acting in concert — *act in concert®; (all) *together*.

R (13) A
As per £5# (line up) + K tree/wood — lacquer tree, with aligned (pinnately compound) leaves —

*model*; *standard* («— orderly alignment) — *block style* for writing Han/Chinese characters
(regarded as the standard form).

HE(16) A
As per £7# (line up) + & words — harmonious alignment of words — *harmonize*; *smooth
over/out®* — *suitability*.

W (15) VA;2%2 (<)
As per BE# (engorgement) + 7K water — engorge with water in irrigating — *irrigate* or *pour* at
length.

(5 X, R0
An abbreviated form# of %% minute + H field — small plot of land — *territory near the capital*
(no residual connection with minuteness) — *capital*. Compare 7.

W (17) ;& (25) ;0%
## minute + f1 stone — water pounding rocks into minute pieces — *hit*; (rocky) *shore*;
*rocky beach*.

W (19) %;%2L (%)

## minute + 5 words — *criticize*/*disparage* minutely — *press* (for answers).

% D *
## minute + & food/eating — *shortage of food* — *poor harvest* (compare #%); *be starved*;
*hunger*. Compare # and .

% (17) A0 () ;502 (F)
As per BE%# (contain; cover) + ] feather/wing — *fan* (< one large enough to cover the body
when waved by an attendant) — *shade*; *cover*; *conceal*.

% (18) A

#£ short, squat bird + an element# combining [l mountain and an abbreviated form of /¥ (tall



platform) — bird carrying twigs or other materials in its mouth in order to build a nest in a high
place. The bird is most often identified as either a *sparrow™ or *swallow*.

fig (25) A

As per #&# (carry) + 4 horn — horn or ivory *bodkin* (carried on one's person).

B (9) #

As per AJ# (bend) + & jewel — jewel cut into a bent shape — *white agate*.

B (9) H;izoh; iz ()
As per F# (bladed weapon) + A person (— human agency) — person striking suddenly with a
bladed weapon or implement — *sudden* — *soon*.

% (19) X;HY

As per F# (blade-like) + H insect/creature — *ant* (creature with a bite that cuts like a blade).

R (15) ;8L 8A (LY
‘H# good/proper + & words — *good*/*proper*, *suitable* words — *friendship*; *intimate
relation®.

E (10) F;358005) 2L (Te)

An abbreviated form of % (aged) + §# tasty — the delicious *taste* of cured/preserved food. This
primary sense largely faded, with ¥ coming to refer to instead to human *aging* and/or senility.
Compare "&, which was devised to replace &.

& (15) A Al (25) ;68 (D)

Originally, the right-hand element# was %& (preserved food). The addition of K grain/rice
suggested the inspection of preserved crops — *consider*; *compare* («— consider/compare in
inspecting). Also, *stay*; *remain*; *retain*; *keep™* (« preserved).

g (21) &, 010
As per &# (preserved food) + £t fish — *fin* (a preserved delicacy).

fis (17) ;9L
An abbreviated form# of & (preserved food) + £ fish — fish and fish by-products preserved in
salt and fermented. *Sushi* is a borrowed meaning.

% (15) F;%;720 (L) ;2% ()
2k# combines Z pig/boar + 7. stand — boar raising its bristly mane in response to a threat. %%
adds %% action indicator (for emphasis/clarification) — stand taut/be *resolute* — *strong*.

9l (12) A4 bEE ;0 (6X)
As per =# (pile of food) + JL desk/table — food piled for a feast — *enjoy* — *relax* (« take
one's ease at a feast). *Shouts/songs of triumph* is a borrowed meaning. #l was devised to express

the original sense of & after the latter underwent its transformation of meanings, but itself acquired
other meanings.



g (12) A A
As per &# (pile) + JJ sword/knife — create a pile of shavings in carefully sharpening a blade —
*sharpen®* — *apply to*; *cut*.

g (18) HA ;04 ;LA0 ;XA (D)
As per =# (pile) + 4 metal — *armor* consisting of piled layers of metal — *be armed*; *arm
oneself*.

B (12) &
As per Fx# (overlay) + #if grass/plant — reeds overlaying the surface of a pond (compare &) —
*reed* — *reed pipe/flute*.

M an

As per Fi# (overlay) + 4 metal — layered, *armor neckplates*. Compare #ii and &5.

Eo(16) 7 A
Fi# infant(ile) + MY rain/natural phenomena — *rainbow*, associated with a goddess regarded as
having created mankind. For "rainbow," compare H1..

far (10) A ;372X (D) ; K (D)
As per #7# (lean) + A person (— human agency) — *lean on* (a person); *rest against*;
*rely/depend on*.

#l (10) ¥
As per #7# (lean) + JJ sword/knife — *carving/engraving knife* («<— tool held at an angle when
carving) — *carve®; *engrave®.

(1) F;07220 () ;0 K)
As per &i# (lean) + T hand/action indicator — *drag one leg* (and thus be off-balance); drag one
leg up to the rest of the body and *come to a stop* — *pull*; *hold back*; *detain*.

e (10) A Z0E )
As per F# (bladed weapon — blade-like) + % woman — *beautiful visage*; *beautiful* («
beautifully chiseled features).

#® 10 H
As per F# (bladed weapon — blade-like) + W grass/plant — variety of *mugwort* with serrated
leaves.

Ir (1) F5Fr
As per JT# (adhere) + 1= earth — geographical boundary (compare 1R) — *border*; *region near
the capital* (compare %%).

M) 525272
As per AJ# (bend) + K tree/wood — L-shaped *ax handle*. Also, *stem* and *stalk*.



il (1)
As per AJ# (bend) + it boat — *large boat* (with a sharply angled prow).

il (12) &
As per AJ# (bend) + i vehicle — use an angled implement to *set a vehicle's axle in place* with a
tremendous creaking noise — *creaking vehicle*.

fid (19) 71;8ALEIOPB
Fd# infant + £ fish — *female whale* (smaller than the male; i is used in distinction to fii, a
male whale) — *salamander* («— salamander of comparatively whale-like proportions).

B (19) 74

Gi# infant + FE deer — *fawn*; *young deer*.

i (11) F;20 (<)
As per Fi# (rare, fine cloth) + H sun/day — *dry out* (a cloth by exposure to the sun).

s (15) HA
= here an abbreviated form# of 1 highland + [ white — the bleached, *white* landscape of dry
highlands (compare fi).

g (16) =178 (3 -1D)
% here an abbreviated form# of 5% splendid deed + % severed bone/death — splendid deed
resulting in the death of an enemy, or many enemies — *kill*; *exterminate®* — *fall/die*.

S

g (22) A& (W)
Originally, as per &. (jar crammed full) + /X bent, open-mouthed figure — partake of the fine
contents of a full container — *full and fine*. X morphed into ¥X and .[» heart/emotions was

added, causing the right-hand element to appear as the etymologically unrelated 7%. *Virtue* and
*splendid deed* are via association with "full and fine."

% (16) %

As per F5# (blade-like) + [LI mountain — *steep mountain* with serrated ridges. Compare .

& (20) ;%
As per #i# (blade-like) + H sun/day — blade-like rays of the (early morning) sun — *sparkling
sunlight*; *the sun*.

% (18) *;,\%
As per #5# (blade-like) + 1 stone — serrated or *sharp-edged rock* — *(rocky) shoreline*.

#(12) VA58 0)
As per %5# (line up) + F hand/action indicator — align people or objects. *Wipe clean* is a
borrowed meaning.

B BHLSR
As per JIll# (place atop) + 77 bamboo — *reed flute* (created by overlapping layers of material;



compare EX).

2 (17) 7A7S;722h30
As per 2# (aligned) + 4 valley — *valley river* aligned to the contours of its *valley*. Compare
2.

B (19) oA

Originally Z&# (press down and) cover + P4 alcohol container — *vinegar* (« substance produced
in a covered container via alcoholic fermentation). In the present form, the 7% portion of the
element is replaced by 71t as described in .

% (1) A
¥ here an abbreviated form# of #% bones/skeleton + J illness — body rendered bony/skeletal by
*malaria*. Compare JE.

5 (16) —1;=;<t (D)
As per % # (crammed full) + H sun/day — cloud-filled sky — *cloudy* — *dark*; *dim*.

B (18) =A;1;<AH )
%# much/many (— great degree) + 2& black — highly lustrous *black* color — *ebony?*.

B (16) 7137
As per Ex# (overlay) + ZX pig/boar — tusked *boar* («<— tusks that overlay the mouth) — *male
pig*.

e (14) HA; L
As per %5# (line up) + K grain/rice — aligned *stalks* of dehusked grain plants.

B (13) A hA
As per =# (pile) + I earth — *highland*.

1 (13) HA; 01720 (Lie)
As per =# (pile of food) + :[» heart/emotions — *enjoy oneself*; *be joyful* (« enjoy a feast;
compare ). *High-spirited celebration* (of victory in war) is a borrowed meaning.

i (0) ;470137
As per JT# (adhere) + the pennant/banner element described in /it — a lord's pennant/banner with
bells adhering to the flagpole («— warn/inform of the approach of a lord) — *flag*.

i (12) %
=]

Fir# rare + H eye — *gaze* at/*yearn for* a rare object. Compare =2.

Fi (12) ;7 E0
fii# rare + X grain/rice — *scarce*/*rare* crops (= poor harvest; compare /. and £%) —
*thin/slight* (« slight quantity).



Bt (14) *
BE here an abbreviated form# of #f level off + 1= earth — level off mud/*plaster* from a surface in
construction — *paint® (a wall, a house etc.) — *exert oneself to the full*.

B o(12) ¥

As per #7# (unusual) + & jewel — *unusual jewel*; *unusual*.

B(15) & ;A
As per #7# (lean) + /& leg/foot — *lame leg* («<— leg that splays out at an angle).

# (16) %
As per #7# (lean) + 4> metal — hold a *saw™ or *chisel* at an angle in cutting or shaving. For the
idea of a tool held at an angle in carving/cutting, compare #.

B (23) ¥

As per #7# (lean) + ¥ teeth — lean forward and *bite* into food — *chew*.

¥ (16) *

## minute + & jewel — *pearl that is not completely round* («— minute imperfection).

% (17) ¥; &L
% here an abbreviated form# of % opportunity + 7~ altar/the supernatural — *omen* of good
fortune.

i (18) %
#&# minute + H insect/creature — minute insect/creature. The compound 1% ## refers to a louse (or
louse eggs).

B (19) %57

As per & # (rising vapors) + & food/eating — steam rising from (an offering of) *cooked grain* —
*sacrifice*; *sacrificial animal* («— steam rising in sacrifice or from a sacrificed animal). Also,
(send a) *gift* («— offering).

5 (20) *
As per J8# (hole in the ground) + [lI mountain — ravine/gorge (in a mountainous area) — *crack*;
*gap™* (« ravine/gorge); *hazardous® («— dangerous geographic feature). Also, *steep*.

s (17) %
As per #E# (ceremony) + A tree/wood — ceremony performed in equipping a (wooden) boat —
*equip*; *prepare to launch*. Compare fi.

B (13) A, %£(2)
As per 2# (aligned) + ¥ movement — aligned paths/lanes (compare #2) — *path*; *lane*. *Wait
expectantly™* is a borrowed meaning.

8 (23) A

As per %# (aligned) + F rat/mouse — profusion of mice in alignment — *mouse*.



o (14) 7 A

Fa# infant(ile) + L insect — small variety of *cicada*. *Rainbow* is a borrowed meaning, via .
y g

o (15) 74
Fd# infant(ile) + B vehicle — small *linchpin*. Compare #L.

W1 FA
Fd# infant(ile) + K dog/beast — small variety of *lion*. In Buddhism the character signifies a seat
of a buddha, and by extension that of a high priest.

(1) 7 7eE (0h)
As per [i[# (bend) + % woman — *sinuous*/*graceful* woman who bends her body alluringly —
*beautiful*.

5 (12) 7A;230:(F%) Shinjitai 8 (11)
As per &5# (cut off) + 5 hand/action indicator — cut off access/passage by putting up a barrier —
*put up*; *hoist* — *run* (an article) — *declare*.

W (12) ;7234 (K)  Shinjitai ¥ (11)
As per f# (cut off) + 7K water — *cut off a supply of water* — *parched*; *thirst*.

%) (13) 47 (Shinjitai)

As per &# (cut off) + 4< clothing — coarse, dark cloth cut to make clothing — *coarse cloth* —
*brown*. *Dark blue* also derives from the primary meaning, the clothes of low-ranking retainers
in ancient Japan having been cut from coarse blue cloth.

75 (15) = (Shinjitai)
As per 1a# (cut off) + 5 words — cut off/delimit the participants in an audience with a person of
high rank — *hold an audience®.

29 716X (D)
The top element# combines # a depiction of a piece of wood or bone that has been cut through and
thus separated from the remainder + JJ sword/knife — cut and separate wood or bone into pieces in

creating a pledge/vow, with each party retaining a piece. 22 adds K great — great *pledge*/*vow*
created by the means described above — *promise™*; *tally*; *match*. In derivative characters the

top element of #Z is often written in the form seen for example in #2, # or ¥ (and the same for 2
itself, as in #2 and ).

(12) ¥V
As per 22# (separate) + [1 mouth — cut and separate meat and other pieces of food by biting them
into pieces — *eat* — *drink*; *smoke*.

B (15) 7rYsnsEL ()
As per ¥2# (separate) + 7K water — cleansing torrent of water that separates out impurities —
*pure* — *righteous™®; *manly*.



m 4 BA

[Jlalvariant form of A person + an element# indicating two sides — person intervening to
reduce/eliminate distance between separate parties — *intervene™; *mediate*. *Shellfish* is a
borrowed meaning.

59 A
Jr# (reduce) + M field — boundaries reducing a large field into smaller sections — *boundary*;
*border* — *world*/circle (of the arts etc.).

£ (10) A

The relevant bronzeware inscription form combines £# as described in 22 (cut through and
separate) + [ mouth — *harm* or *damage™* caused by something cut/bitten through and thus
separated — *prevent*/*hinder* (« prevent/hinder by separating). In the derivative characters i
and #R, the lower vertical stroke of 2 extends down to the 1 element.

#(12) 7Y 55(K);500;0(%-1D)

As per E# (cut) + J] sword/knife — sharp implement used in cutting/separating — *separation*;
*division*; *breakage* — *cut®; *split*; *divide*; *break*; *crack open*; *dilute*; *drop below*
(a standard) — *rate*; *ratio*; *percentage*; *allocation*; *comparatively*. Also, *find out™ («
figuratively crack open a criminal's hiding place).

. (17) 1>

As per E# (cut) + HL vehicle — linchpin (compare %% as described in %) cutting rotation of a
wheel, allowing *control* of the vehicle's speed — *supervision*. For the connection between
cutting and control, compare X.

X (&) A7 A4;0(5)
As per X # (vegetation cut in swaths) + JJ sword/knife — *cut/reap* with a sickle or other bladed
implement — *trim*; *prune®.

2 (21) A
## cultivate + = (rise) — *cultivate*/raise plants — *skill*; *art*; *accomplishment™® («
cultivation in a figurative sense). 28 was devised to emphasize the "cultivate" meaning originally

borne but largely lost by %k, but 2% too came to convey primarily its figurative, associated
meanings.

= (7 74

An abbreviated form of #£: *skill*; *art*; *accomplishment*.

B (13) v
%4 (raise/rise high) + A person — person whose talents raise him/her above others — *excel*;
*be outstanding™.

Z (8) *
K# grain/rice + - child (— offspring) — seasonal activity (whereby grains are planted, cultivated
and harvested, in conjunction with leaving the earth fallow in winter) — *season* — *three-month

cycle*. For the idea of conceptual cycles, compare ] and .



FE (13) *
The relevant seal inscription form is [][ab described in & (newborn baby) + an element#

combining a rectangular disposal bin/basket and J1- pair of hands — abandon a newborn in a basket
— *discard* — *renounce*.

# (15) *;92°b0

An element# quadrupling 1 mouth/hole (— variety of containers) + K dog/beast — vessels filled
with hunted game, or meat (compare Jgk). The idea is to reduce the empty space in a
*container/receptacle* by filling it (compare 7) — *vessel*; *implement*. Also, *ability* («
have capacity/capability).

7z (6) XTF ;¥
A depiction of a (filled) container (compare #+) — *good luck*; *favorable* («— abundance «

abundant contents). In derivative characters such as & ##% and 7%, 7 exerts the conceptual
influence "reduce/eliminate space." For the connection between abundance and good fortune,

compare JitL.

B (12 7T (8)

As per T # (reduce/eliminate space) + & thread — use thread or a cord to *bind/tie* and thus
compact an object — *join*; *make/conclude* (a contract/treaty etc.) — *end*; *wind up* («—
finish binding/joining).

it (13) FY50(F5-Le0%)

As per T # (reduce/eliminate space) + = words — *question closely*, leaving no room for evasion
— *cram*; *pack™; *jam*; *fill*; *stop up* — *shrink*; *shorten*; *grow narrow*; *do
continuously® («— no margin).

% (12) AF Shinjitai & (7)

The relevant seal inscription form is @& lidded pot + &# (filled container) — full pot/jar — *one*
(«+— unity of contents). As with =X, 22/22, and 5, 7€ is used as a substitute for the usual number (in
this case, —) in documents as a precaution against forgery.

— (1) AT ;47,0 0E(D)
Although — is sometimes said to represent an outstretched finger, the phonetic evidence suggests

the fundamental idea is that of its cognate % (unity of contents). — may therefore be regarded as
an abstract representation of unity, or fullness — *one*.

B (13) A
As per BE# (engorged) + :[» heart/emotions — heart engorged with sadness — *lament™®; *regret®;
*deplore*.

o4 A
As per BE# (engorged) + K tree/wood — wooden implement used to level off an engorged surface

such as a heaping pile of grain or fresh plaster on a wall (compare E£) — *in general*;
*approximately* (« level off).



= (13) 74

The relevant seal inscription form combines a variant form of BE# (engorgement) + /[
heart/emotions — be emotionally hindered, in the sense of feeling overladen/dragged down —
*love*.

% (10) ;% Shinjitai & (6)
S# steam + 2K rice — vapors rising from steaming rice — *breath*; *spirit* — *vitality*;
*mood*.

R"(7)

S # steam + 7K water (for emphasis/clarification) — *steam*.

() A

A representation of vapors rising (compare ‘<) and hitting a blocking element such as a ceiling, or
the top of a container. *Second in a series* and *second calendar sign* are borrowed meanings. &
appears in dual-element characters such as #L, &L and FL in the form L.

@) &7

A depiction of steam/vapors rising (compare ) to fill a room or container — *steam®.

H )75y, ~—v
A depiction of a human with a prominent head — unified group of people («— one head representing

many; compare the expression "per capita," along with the character &). *Page* is a borrowed
meaning.

Bo(16) *

Si# nose + JJ sword/knife — *slice off a person's nose* in punishment. Compare JF.

Z (3) ¥7;20)
Originally, the same character as . (vapors rising and hitting a blocking element; compare “%).
*Request* and *beg* are borrowed meanings (compare 1J).

iz (6) ;. 8H(0-5)
As per ‘Z.# (rise and hit a blocking element) + [T mouth — *stammer* (i.e., the breath temporarily
and figuratively blocked; compare #i}). Also, *eat™ (« stuff one's mouth).

2 (7)) ¥V, % T
As per “Z# (rise and hit a blocking element) + & movement — *reach*/*extend to* a point where
further elevation or progress is blocked — *at last*; *finally*; *after all*; *until*.

FE(8) A

As per &# (neat) + J  cliff/shape indicator — neatly carved *cliff* — *shore*.

58 (10) Y
Although %% appears to consist of #F crossing legs + A tree/wood, the phonetic evidence reveals it
is actually /X + a variant form of %, ¥ combines an abbreviated form of Z (drag/draw) + £



(circumambulate) — linchpin dragging on a wheel and hindering rotation (compare #£). Z& thus

originally indicated the idea of pinning a victim to a raised, wooden construction. Later, 4% came to
refer to a *roost* as a different type of wooden construction raised high off the ground.

Bo(11) 7A159(2%)

The relevant seal inscription form is F\# kneeling figure with arms extended + an element
combining F* hand/action indicator and ZE as described in [# (stretched pile of earth) — kneel with
arms extended to trim/cut in cultivating — *plant* (v.). Some reference sources also assign %l the
associated meanings conveyed by Zl (talent; art; accomplishment). In %l as in ¥}, F\ came to be
written as FL.

s (14) 71;9(2%)
As per Zi# (cultivate) + i grass/plant — *cultivate plants* — *talent®; *art*; *accomplishment™.
#h was devised to replace #l after the latter came to refer primarily to the act of planting.

@) A5 (%)
A depiction of vegetation cut in swaths — *cut grass*; *mow* — *manage®; *control*; *govern*.
For the connection between cutting and control, compare #£.

X5 HAESCES; LbE
As per X # (vegetation cut in swaths) + §il grass/plant — (cut) *mugwort* (compare F¥) —
*moxa*. For moxa, compare .

BE (20) 70 ONZiE R
The left-hand element of %¥ combines B grass shoot + [][ak described in & (tall pile of objects)
— compressed bundles of cut grass/vegetation (compare X). E¥# adds 3 needle/cutting implement

— cut grass/vegetation. &£ further adds K tree/wood — *offshoot* growing from the *stump* of a
cut tree.

2 o(12) v
As per the top element# as described in 22 (separate) + 5% thread — separate a (cord/rope) marking
line into sections — *measure*; *assess*; *ascertain®.

W (14) 7135 0) A&
As per 22# (separate) + 71~ altar/the supernatural — become pure in separating oneself from things
unclean — *purify oneself* — *purification ceremony*.

% (5) BA;HA

The relevant seal inscription form shows a person using his hands to restrain another, cutting off the
latter's progress — *entreat™®; *beg*; *beggar* («— cut off another person's progress in order to
entreat/beg) — *give* («— give to one who begs).

B 9) B>

As per &J# (cut off) + H say/speech indicator — cut off another person's speech. Compare .
*Who*, *what*, *when*, *why* and *how* are borrowed meanings. The derivative characters &
and 3§ employ a variant form of .



= (1) 1270957255
As per f# (cut off) + Jif grass/plant — vine; creeper (< vegetation that grows despite being cut
off from soil; compare # and &) — *arrowroot*; *kudzu*.

Bo13) v @n)
As per {m# (cut off) + K bent, open-mouthed figure — have one's breath cut off on account of
fatigue (compare ¥&) — *be exhausted* — *rest* — *stop*. Compare also .

I () A7 5L B L ;T A
As per J1# (reduce) + W grass/plant — *mustard* («<— plant with the medicinal property of
reducing swelling) — *dust*; *trash* (« tiny pieces).

W 9) AAIETT
As per JT# (reduce) + 7 illness — *scabies* (illness that causes scratching, by which the top layer
of skin is reduced) — *psoriasis™.

omo©)
As per JII# (place atop) + & jewel — (woman's) *hair ornament™®, placed atop the head/hair. The
compound HIEE, meaning coffee, is a transliteration of the Dutch Koffie.

i (13) 47565 (M5);2F ()
Ak/42# fill/full + 7K water — fill to the point of overflowing — *brim* — *spill*; *overflow* —
*inundate*. Compare 5.

£ (3 7A
A depiction of the *head of an animal*, usually taken to refer to a pig or boar. A. is a variant form,
as is one in which the middle horizontal line of —1 is extended to the right of the vertical stroke.

@ 21 7 inl(B) 50 (1)
As per the top element# as described in 22 (separate) + B teeth — separate portions of food by
biting — *bite* (into/off) — *gnaw*. A variant form, "#, adds I mouth for emphasis/clarification.

B(12) A D0

S# boundary/border + 1= earth (for emphasis/clarification) — territorial *boundary*.

W (14) 7752 (&%<7)
As per f5# (cut off) + 37 stand — stand exhausted, one's breath cut off (compare #{) — *exhaust*;
*end*.

M (15) 7, &%
As per f# (cut off) + H insect/creature — have one's breath cut off (compare &KX and ¥f), an effect
of being stung by a *scorpion*. For scorpion, also compare 1.

B (19) B>y SFD
As per &# (cut off) + HL insect/creature — have one's breath cut off (compare R and ¥5), an effect
of being stung by a *scorpion*. For scorpion, also compare 1.



# (19 7A
As per 7g# (cut off) + W grass/plant — cut *lush vegetation* — *full*.

&4 TAHHR
As per #g# (cut off) + [ rain/natural phenomena — cloudy sky or *haze*, cutting off vision
(compare I and Z8) — *mist*; *fog*.

e (19) ¥
As per F£# (ceremony) + /it boat — ceremony performed in equipping a boat — *equip*; *prepare
to launch*. i is effectively a variant form of /3.

(1) ¥
As per Z5# (regular cycle) + /[» heart/emotions — *throb* (« regular pulsation) — *fear* («
throb/shake with fear).

59 X,
As per ## (reduce/eliminate space) + F hand/action indicator — *work hard*/*compete* (such in
filling an object or compacting it). Compare %JJ.

& (10) XY
As per &i# (reduce/eliminate space) + K tree/wood — (wooden) *well bucket*, filled with water
when drawn up.

B (15) = ;A ;e (5-5)

As per & # (crammed full) + H mouth — *choke* (compare ) on a mouthful of food.

= (21 ;7 (x5)
As per = # (jar crammed full) + & food/eating — jar of food that has spoiled — *spoil*; *go bad*;
*turn sour*. Compare £.

#, 8) 7V, &L (Tr+5)

As per L# a variant form of &, (rise and hit a blocking element) + H. vehicle — run over and
*crush* an object, reducing it in size. Also, *grate* («— grating sound made in running something
over) — *creak™®; *squeak™.

B (17) 74
As per Z# (hinder) + H sun/day — sunlight hindered by clouds (compare 5§ and £&) — *dim*;
*obscure*.

M (13) A 0A1;% ;%Y
As per & # (rising vapors) + /[» heart/emotions — *anger* rising in the heart — *lament™® («
another strong emotion that wells in the breast).

i (8) *
As per &i# (reduce/eliminate space) + A person (— human agency) — pack tightly — *tightly
fitted/packed*.



o8 hv
As per F# (reduce/eliminate space) + /J power/energy — firmly and carefully fill or compact an
object (compare #) — *firm*; *careful* — *discreet®.

B (18) ;DML (W)
7 # favorable + S black/dark — *cunning* that produce results favorable to oneself — *shrewd*;

*crafty*. For another example where J% is used in a figurative and pejorative sense, compare &/

it

wH(15) 00
As per T # (reduce/eliminate space) + H head (— group of people) — tight and large gathering —
*take wing*; *fly up* (« tight and large flock of birds) — *snatch*; *rob* (« gather up and flee).

Wo(18) v
As per #H# (gather) + T hand/action indicator — *pick/gather up*.

W (20)
As per HH# (gather) + 4< clothing — gather/*tuck* up the hem of a garment.

o) 7T
As per {if# (gather) + 5% thread — gather fabric in order to *tie-dye*.

W (13) TV EE(DD)

As per {&# (cut off) + & movement — cut off movement — *stop*; *suppress*; *restrain*.

ey (14) 7, W5
As per f5# (cut off) + A1 stone — *stone* (or *rocky mountain*) of surpassing height (that inhibits
passage; compare lIZ). Also, a *tall, stone monument*.

(15) >
As per f&5# (cut off) + 3 sheep — *castrated ram*. Also, the name of a *nomadic tribe* of
northwest China.

¥ (18) 1
As per f# (cut off) + # leather — cut pieces of dried leather to make *footwear*.

Iz (6) %
As per “Z# (rise and hit a blocking element) + [LI mountain — *steep, towering mountain* rising to
the clouds — *stand erect/tall*.

ie (10) F250 72 (D) 58 (25 0D) ;20 (12)
As per ‘Z.# (rise and hit a blocking element) + = words — bring a conversation to an end —
*come/bring to an end* — *stop*; *reach®; *arrive at* — *finally*.

B (18) 7A



As per Z# (hinder) + H eye — hindered vision — *obscure*; *unclear* — *hide/hidden*.

+ 3) 7Y

A depiction of a child (compare f-) with its right arm cut off (compare f-). The compound ¥ -
originally indicated "short" or "lacking," but the same compound (with a different reading) also
refers to mosquito larvae.

Z (10) 77 0o (175)
As per the top element# as described in 22 (separate) + T hand/action indicator — separate by
pulling/leading a person away — *pull/lead another by hand* — *carry by hand*.

E (16) F;8L(5)
Abbreviated form# of # level off + H. (the sun on the horizon) — the sun setting and leveling off
on the western horizon — *reach*; *extend to*. Also, *and*, *along with* and *as well as* («—

extend to another point/topic; compare ).

i (15) Y
As per E# (cut) + H eye — *one-eyed*; *blind (in one eye)* («— have one's vision partially cut).
Also, *lie/fabrication* (compare English "a blind lie").

w18 AV
Is/4a# fill/full + 4 gold — fill a scale in measuring gold — ancient *measure of weight* for gold.

[ (16) 7Y 55K
J2# (fill gaps) + FH gate — open space between the doors of a gate that gets filled when the gate is
shut — *close/shut off a gate/entrance® — *obstruct*.

B (1) #;95(2)
An abbreviated form# of H head + X spear/halberd — *strike* an opponent's head with a bladed
weapon — *piece of metal/stone* (produced by striking).

£ (16) 7112585 HEE0
As per &i# (reduce/eliminate space) + £2 hair — *topknot*. 23 & refers to a hairstyle for males
in ancient Japan where the hair was tied in a bundle behind each ear; compare .

B (18) 747 A
As per f&# (cut off) + & food/eating — cut off a portion of food that has *spoiled* or gone
*moldy*. Compare #5.

W (12) A4
As per {a# (cut off) + /[ heart/emotions — have one's source of vitality cut off and *stop* to *rest*
(compare #K). *Threaten* is a borrowed meaning, via F&.

B (20) B R0FEED
As per f# (cut off) + 5 bird — pheasant-like *bird* the tail feathers of which were cut off and
used to decorate warriors' headgear.



Mg (13) =, >
As per f# (cut off) + H sun/day — *sunstroke* («— have one's vitality or consciousness cut by
overexposure to the sun).

7 (12) 77;8(<)

A variant form of #& hoist: *pull up/out* — *eradicate* («— pull up/out roots).

Z (5) ;=
As per ‘Z# (rise and hit a blocking element) + A person — person who overcomes obstacles —
*brave*; *gallant*. *Boat cutting through choppy waves* is a borrowed meaning.

RO(10) 7T EE
H# (stumpy) nose + K tree/wood — a (tree) *stump* or *stake* (= a stumpy piece of wood)
serving as a *landmark*. *Gatepost* is a borrowed meaning, via [£.

B (18) 7

# stump + [ gate — (stumpy) *gatepost*.

BE (19) 7, b b
As per B as described in BE (cut grass/vegetation) + - child (— offspring) — *second growth

vegetation* (such as from a freshly cut stump; compare &) — *child born to a concubine* —
*misfortune* («— misfortune to be born to a concubine).

iz (8) =
As per ‘Z.# (rise and hit a blocking element) + {7 stone — lift stones in erecting an obstacle —
*work hard*.

@ 9) av
As per ‘Z# (rise and hit a blocking element) + 54 thread — *frayed thread* of *inferior raw silk*,
that rises from the remainder of the fabric.

i (18) =, i~ (Te)
As per ‘Z.# (rise and hit a blocking element) + K teeth — the lower teeth rising to *bite*/nibble a
wad of food — *chew™.

5 (4) T 8A
The relevant seal inscription form is a variant of % (bone circulating in its joint) + a line#

indicating severance — *severed bone* — *bone*; *death* (resulting from the body being
severed). Also, *bad/wicked* (« wicked deed).

w25 74

As per Z# (hinder) + Z£ cloud — cloudy sky, hindering the penetration of sunlight (compare

and ) — *motionless clouds*. Also, *dark* and *obscure*. The compound ZE%¥ indicates heavy

clouds (and mist).

battly

M (13) B3 TRE

As per # (cut off) + K tree/wood — wood cut into a *signpost* or *noticeboard*.



7 (5) w7 (H)
5 # as described in % (extend then bend) + T. work — a piece of work characterized by curved
lines — *skill*; *ingenuity*.

1 (6) ¥=27;<(b3)
T5# as described in % (extend then bend) + K tree/wood — tree *bending with rot/decay*.

E(6) 2T AN (R 2 D)

A variant of 55 # as described in 75 (extend then bend) + 2 an abbreviated form of % (aged) —
elderly person with a bent back (compare /A). *Think* and *consider* are borrowed meanings, via
. Extended meanings include *idea*; *opinion*; *suggestion*; *intention*; *discretion*;
*expectations®; *imagination*; *reflect on*; *prepare* (for); *intend to*; *expect* (that);
*imagine* (that); and *contrive* (to). 5 also refers to one's deceased father; the character for one's
deceased mother is fit.

% 9 AV
As per &# (bend) + F hand/action indicator — *torture* by bending/twisting body parts —
*strike*.

U (2) ¥a7;7;220;220 ()
A depiction of a hand bumping up against something then bending or curving. *Nine* is a borrowed
meaning.

It (1) Fav;¥b (D)

As per JU# (bump up against and bend/curve) + < hole — fumble about in the far reaches of a hole
in seeking something (compare ££) — *investigate*; *research* (compare %) — *master* (a
discipline). Compare also ..

A (3) Fav;7;08(LWY)

The relevant seal inscription form shows an aged/long-lived person with a curved back (compare

%) + a line indicating a stick on which the person leans. *Long (time)* and *long duration* are
associated meanings, likened to the longevity of an aged person.

B (17) *=7 Shinjitai 1H (5)

f£ is fE short, squat bird + ' grass/plant (here acting as a shape indicator, suggesting the curvature
of a pair of ears) — horned owl. &5 adds Fi# (stooped) — owl (« bird of a stooped appearance) —
*bent with rot* (compare #7) — *old*; *former* — *old friend*.

B (9) var; K&\ I2B (D) (Shinjitai)

Originally K here an abbreviated form# of X as described in 5 (pair of dogs) + H (nose) — dogs
sniffing each other — (foul) *smell* — *reek*; *stench*. %2 is a variant form dropping one stroke
from the K element, the original form remaining in derivative characters such as & and ¥&.

K (7)) Fav;bE(D5)

A depiction of an animal pelt, complete with head and limbs, that would be wrapped about oneself
for warmth (compare i as described in i, 2 and 3%, as well as &) — *draw tight* — *want*



(«— draw a desired object tightly into one's possession) — *seek*®; *search for*; *request™®; *ask*

(for); *demand*; *buy*. In derivative characters, >K conveys the concept "wrap" (< wrap a pelt
about the body).

®(11) F=v;9<0O)
As per 3K# (wrap) + & action indicator — wrap the arms about a person in effecting a rescue —
*rescue™®; *save*; *help*.

kK 11 F=av;itE
As per *K# (wrap) + & jewel — pearl wrapped in an oyster shell — *round jewel*; *spherical
object®; *ball*; *bulb* (compare ).

it (9) Fav

U # as described in M} (twisted threads) + 5% thread (for emphasis/clarification) — *entwine*
thread — *twist* — *rectify* (« prevent another from straying; compare ¥() — *follow about*;
*examine* («— twist); *be strict with* (« rectify). A variant form, #L, combines 5% thread + L a
variant form of Z..

R (6) F=v; X7 (5% 12 05)
N person + K tree/wood, the latter in all likelihood a remnant of an obsolete phonetic element#

that, as with other terms in Old Chinese cognate with YK, involved curvature with respect to an
actual or figurative frame. The combination of elements may have suggested a person resting in the
shade of a tree with curved branches, or that of a curved, wooden construction — *rest*; *stop*;
*quit*. Extended meanings include *recess*; (a) *break/breather*; *holiday*; *vacation*; *day(s)
off* (from work); *absence*; *sleep™*; *suspend* (work); *stop* (doing); and *lay fallow*.

I (6) 27,20 (FLu e de) ;97 (X)
“¥+# child + % woman — woman clasping a child — *like*; *love* — *desirable*; *favorable*;
*fondness*; *pleasing*; *fine*; *taste®; *choice™*; *preference®.

(1) =2v
2 an abbreviated form# of % (aged person) + ¥ child — child(ren) attending to an aged person
— *filial piety™.

B (14) =¥
As per F# (attend to someone/something aging) + P4 alcohol container — the aging/fermentation
process — *ferment* — *yeast*.

B (15 27,50 ;900 (0 25)

The relevant seal inscription form is an element combining E head and /[» heart/emotions + X
here an abbreviated form# of 4 (drag along) — pensive, dragging state of mind, causing deliberate
movement (compare %) — *sadness*; *anxiety*; *worry*; *grief*; *disappointment*;
*depression™.

B (17) 27, 3<@D) ;oS (L)
As per %# (deliberate movement) — *graceful*; *flexible*; *gentle* («— move gracefully, with
great deliberation) — *excel*; *superior* («— graceful motion) — *kind*; *tender*. Here, A has



no semantic function, being used simply to create a derivative character conveying a nuance that
dropped from the original one.

B (5) vkl ()

% # slender thread + 7] power/energy — *infant* («— young person of slender/slight power).

i (9) =

An element# doubling X4 slender thread (— slight, obscure objects) + [l mountain — obscure,
remote mountain, *far removed from human habitation* — *unknown*; *deep*; *dark*;
*profound*; *faint* — *afterlife®.

(13) AU ;4 7;%<  Shinjitai (12)
The relevant seal inscription form is 25# (act jointly) + an element combining “& scattered seeds
(— fine objects) and " roof/building — people searching for a small object in the *deep*, winding

recesses of a structure (compare 7% and ££) — *recesses* (of a valley); *depths*; *secret*; *inner
part®; *in one's heart* — *obscure*; *mysterious*; *profound*. Also, *corner*, *back room* and
*wife* («— woman kept in seclusion).

Z(6) AV (9 0F) K (EDH LD ED);FL (25 DY -DD)
A depiction of a standing figure with legs twisted or crossed — *cross*; *intersect®; *exchange*;
*come and go* — *mix*; *blend*; *mingle*; *keep company with*; *associate with*; *converse*.

& (10) =7 (K)
As per ZZH# (twist/cross) + A action indicator — cross two objects in comparing them — *take
after*. *Effective* is a borrowed meaning via ).

% 8) a7 E(K)
As per AZ# (twist/cross) + /) power/energy — crossing of energy back and forth in effective
cooperation — *work well*; *effect*; *do one's best*. *Take after* is a borrowed meaning via #X.

28 (9) =
As per A# (twist/cross) + £ village/settlement — *suburb* («— residential area sited close to a
town, allowing for easy crossing back and forth in commuting).

&% (10) =
As per ZZH# (twist/cross) + K tree/wood — wooden *cross fetters* or *shackles*. Also, *fence* («—
construction of crossed boards). *School* is from the idea of a place where an exchange of teaching

and learning (by comparison) is performed; the same notion is at work in £, For shackles/fetters,
compare Hk, #ll, #F and F£.

% (12) =27, LIE0-2) ;L (£5-05)

As per Z2# (twist/cross) + & thread — twist fabric and pull *tight* — *wring*; *strangle* —
*squeeze out™ (water); *press*®. Also, *scold*, *grill* (a person), *drill* (a person), (photographic)
*stop/diaphragm®, and *tie-dyeing*.

2 (11 Fav;BL(Z-A5) ;B (%) Shinjitai # (11)

The relevant oracle bone form character combines < action indicator and 3X# (obtain knowledge)



— cause to obtain knowledge. The addition of f- child suggests an instructor stimulating pupils to

obtain knowledge (compare £%) — *teach*; *instruct®; *tell/show* (how to do) — *lesson*;
*teachings™®; *precept*; *doctrine® — *religion*.

2 (9) FU0 (D) ;0

The relevant bronzeware inscription form is 2 woman + an element combining a pair of hands and
a backbone — compress a woman's waist, creating curvaceous hips — waist; hips — *main point*;
*vital* («— hips as the pivot point of the body) — *brief*; *sum up*; *in short*. Also, *demand*
(«— demand that which is vital to one) — *want*; *need*; *require*.

M (13) I, ZL
Fi# waist/hips + A flesh — *waist*; *hips*; *small of the back*. [l was devised to replace %
after the latter acquired its extended meanings.

E(10) == (V)
A depiction of one of a pair of tall, curving gate towers — *tall*; *high* — *expensive* («— high
price). Compare .

fa (15) =
K grain/rice + 1=i# high/tall — tall stalks of millet — straw — *draft*; *manuscript* (raw version
of a written work «<— raw material «— millet stalks used as thatch or fuel).

5 (14) 2

An abbreviated form# of 15 tall/high + %< pig/boar (— wild animal) — porcupine (< small animal
likened to a pig that, when threatened, arches its back and makes its protective needles stand on
end) — *magnificent®; *powerful®; *wealthy*; *luxurious® (« stand tall < stand on end).

B (16) Faw;ilL

%Ei# tall and limber + K tree/wood — arching, wooden *bridge*.

B (17) Fav;iz(®d)
%i# tall and limber + 7% arrow — *bend* a tall bow in firing off an arrow — *straighten*;
*correct® («— bend back into shape) — *reform™.

e (16) F¥=av;&7>% Shinjitai BE (12)
H sun/day + Z&# (arch/rise high) — sun rising over the horizon, which in turn lightens the sky —
*dawn*; *daylight*; *daybreak® — *enlighten*®.

% (3) Fv

One-half of a depiction of slender, curved threads (compare ## as described in %) — *slender,
curved thread*; *small* (and slender). Also, *young* and *childish/childlike* («— small being «
slender/small).

X (4) av
Curving, crossing lines (divined to obtain knowledge of the future) — *cross*; *mix*. Compare 2.

F(6) *=v;57

A depiction of a rounded *mortar* — *mortar-shaped object™ — *bone socket*. In derivative



characters such as £5/|H and 52, [ lends the conceptual influence "stooped," the habitual posture
used in working a mortar/pestle set in ancient times.

FE 9 F2v;7506
A depiction of a *leek™, the top of which bends back toward the ground. When used as an
independent character in Japanese, the variant form 3£, adding ¥ grass/plant, is more common.

E (16 T

A depiction of a *tortoise® or *turtle* with a curved shell.

fa (1) ;0

A variant form of 4 *tortoise*; *turtle*.

By Iv
The relevant seal inscription form shows that the 1= element was originally H{ proceed. £X adds /%
# scatter — spread/roam without restraint — *ramble*; *play around*. *Arrogant™® is a borrowed

meaning, via fi{.

i (13) F7;82(2)
As per 3{# (spread/roam without restraint) + A person — pride of one able to act unfettered —
*proud*; *arrogant®.

B (1) Fav;5<5)

An abbreviated form# of /& bird + K tree/wood — *owl* (the corpses of which were in ancient
China hung on trees to keep sparrows and other birds away) — *expose* (a criminal's severed
head); (executed criminal's) *exposed head*. Also, *ferocious™ («— owl as predator). For the idea of

(exposing) a severed head, compare 5 and 7H.

& (10) a7, B0 SATCE; S0, A TTED
A variant form of %X as described in ##{ (white spray that scatters when waves pound rocks),
specifying a high riverbank — *waterside*. %+ also takes the form & (see ).

K (4 Fv
A depiction of the slender, limber figure of a running youth (compare f.) — *young*. *Die young*
and *calamity* are borrowed meanings via 4.

(1) Ui (L)
As per K# (slender and limber) + % woman — woman twisting her body alluringly (compare )
— *alluring*; *bewitching*; *weird*. *Calamity* is a borrowed meaning, via 4X.

R (8) I
As per K# (slender and limber) + 4 severed bone/death — *die young/prematurely* (i.e. when
one is still slender and limber) — *kill* (another in his youth).

B (12) Fav
As per K# (slender and limber) + an abbreviated form of 15 tall/high — tall, limber youth — *tall
and limber* — *superior®; *arrogant®; *put on airs*.



& (14) ¥av

%Ei# tall and limber + A person — person (strong/healthy and) limber enough to go off and live
independently — *sojourner*; *traveler*; *person living outside his/her own country*. Also,
(person) *living in a temporary home*.

& (15) *av
%i# tall and limber + 2 woman — woman twisting her body alluringly (compare #k) —
*coquetry*; *seductiveness®.

& (15 Fav
%i# tall and limber + M grass/plant — a supple and mildly toxic perennial used as a medicinal
plant. The compound 7 4¢ (7 Z) refers to buckwheat.

BE (22) Fav,;BZ(5)

%i# tall and limber + 5§ horse — horse prancing, head raised high — *pride*; *arrogance*.

£ (12) Fav

The relevant oracle bone form of this character shows A person + a depiction of a tall, arching pile
of goods — carry goods piled high upon the back. A seal inscription form replaces the objects on
top with a large pile of earth — arch (extremely) *high*.

JE (8) F¥av
A simplified form of 2% arch (extremely) *high*. 3& appears in the Shinjitai forms of the derivative
characters W& and Jt.

2 (14) ¥av
As per ZE# (arch/rise high) + A person — (figuratively/actually) stand on tiptoe in expectation

(compare 18 and [57) — *good fortune* («— have one's hopes/expectations met) — *expect too
much*.

E(10) =y
F# sheep + ‘K fire — *lamb* (« that fits into a round cooking pot for boiling whole; compare

7).
wo(6) Ay

As per "5# as described in 5 (extend then bend) + A action indicator — wind and twist to the
furthest reaches — *investigate* deeply (compare 7%) — *consider*; *examine*; *test™.

pi (5) =7;LY
As per JU# (bump up against and bend/curve) + 7' body/buttocks — the curvy *buttocks*, which
curve upon coming into contact with other objects — *bottom™; *rear*®; *end*.

J&E (11) *
As per JU# (bump up against and bend/curve) + 1 neck/head — *cheekbone* (« arched bone that
bumps up against the eye socket). *Road* is a borrowed meaning.



My (13) F=7;13E
As per JL# (bump up against and bend/curve) + & bird — *pigeon*; *dove* («— a plump bird) —

*assemble*; *gather* (« large flock of pigeons). It is also possible to regard JL as having a
mimetic function, that of suggesting cooing.

&R (1) Fav
As per /A# (long and curved) + ‘K fire — moxa formed into a long and curved stick for use in
*moxibustion*. Compare 3.

K (8) F=ar; PRV ;X0 (Tp)
As per /A# (long and curved) + 7 illness — *lengthy/chronic illness* (one causing the body to
curve/hunch) — *guilt*; *remorse* («— protracted mental affliction).

B O(11) F=27;0008;FD
As per 3K# (wrap) + & hair — *ball* made of wrapped hair/fur (compare #g) — *ball-
shaped/round object*; *burr*.

£ (13) F=2v
As per 3K# (wrap a pelt around the body) + 4< clothing — *a fur* (garment) wrapped about the

body. 2 was devised to express the original sense of K after the latter underwent its
transformation of meanings.

e (9) =v;0x(Te)
As per ZZH# (twist/cross) + 1 mouth — *bite*; *chew* (« teeth crossing back and forth in
biting/chewing/gnawing). Compare " and #&.

B9 272300500
As per Z# (twist/cross) + K. dog/beast — *cunning/crafty* animal (compare & and J#) able to
twist and make its escape — *sly*; *deceitful*.

Ll =

& (15) Fav

As per AZ# (twist/cross) + & food/eating — *stuffed dumplings* (created by twisting dough back
upon itself).

ik (17) =780
As per AZ# (twist/cross) + £ fish — *shark™* («— sea creature with jagged teeth that mesh when the
jaw is closed). Compare f5.

% (10) =
As per %# (bend) + 7K water — *great/abundant™* amount of water that causes trees and vegetation
to bend — *vast* — *wide*; *expansive* (« vast space < vast amount of water; compare J#).

i (12) =2

i is per £5# (bend) + H sun/day — *bright* sunshine, causing plants to bend/wilt (compare ).
Later, the meaning *white* came to predominate over bright (compare %%), leading H to be
supplanted by f, in which H is replaced by I white.



B (15) @y iZnb
As per Z# (separate from a main unit) + A flesh — *sticky* substance produced by separating the

non-edible portions of a bird from the edible ones and boiling the former down (compare #%) —
*stick to*; *glue*.

B (13) F=2;7 (<)
54 smell + [ mouth (— action indicator with reference to the face) — *smell* (v.). B was
devised after 5 came to be used as a noun.

5 (13) =27l
As per F# (stooped) + % man — stooped (= older/elderly) human male (compare A) —
*brother(s) of one's mother®; *father of one's husband*.

B (13) v &

r=i# high/tall + W grass/plant — general term for tall plants — *artemisia*; *mugwort*.

W (14) 27;7272(K)
f=i# high/tall + =2 action indicator — raise the arm high, then *strike* down upon an object —
*beat™; *pound*.

a5 (14) 27;510E50)
r=i# high/tall + 4+ cow — kill and serve up a tall cow (to victorious soldiers) — *offer thanks*;
*reward®.

HF (14) 27,6556
/5 here an abbreviated form# of fi pure white + A flesh — white fat — *tasty food*; *fat* —
*orease™ — *ointment*; *paste® (n.) («— greasy substance).

fm o (16) a7 LE; LAE
1% here an abbreviated form# of it pure white + 5% thread — *white silk fabric* — *stripe* («
white section of a striped pattern).

(18 av;LoX

f=i# high/tall + 4 metal — raised metallic object — *raised ridges of the edge of a sword*.

Z (11) IV
An abbreviated form# of 5% (stretch at length) + =& (fine strands of) hair — *fine hair* stretched
for use in a *writing brush*. Also, *minute amount* («— fine amount «— fine).

B (17) 275130
As per 55# (stretch at length) + = earth — *moat* stretching about an edifice. Compare 5.

i RS HEY
As per 55# (stretch at length) + 7K water — *moat* stretching about an edifice. * Australia* is via
the phonetic construction & A HIF|. Compare .



HO(17) 2705
#5# variant form of £ (stalks of millet) + Y grass/plant (for emphasis/clarification) — *straw*;
*wither*. *Dead/withered tree* is a borrowed meaning via 1.

. (4) F=2v;Hb72; &

As per JU# (bump up against and bend/curve) + A person — *enemy* (with whom one comes to
grips in battle) — *rival*; *adversary*. Also, *hatred* and *grudge*, as well as *revenge™® (« take
revenge against one's enemy).

n (7 Fav,”r
/A here an abbreviated form# of %& moxibustion + & jewel — beautiful jewel the color of charred
moxa — *beautiful black gem*. *Nine* is a borrowed meaning.

& o(10) F=v
As per U # as described in "I} (twisted threads) + & run — twisted sinews of strong legs, strained
in running — *strong* — *brave* (« strong, valiant warrior).

W (16) 4

HL# deep + /[» heart/emotions — *deep anxiety*.

W (17) U, 47,7, 8%

H# deep + /K fire — *warm* (« heat lingering deep in *embers* or *hot coals*).

R (18) AU, 57T %
H# deep + 4X clothing — lined/padded *outer garments* (that encase the body deeply). *Fusuma*
(sliding paper doors) is a borrowed meaning.

# @®) Fv;Av;ZL(NMD) ;T (%) ; (L5 Lhd) ;AL Kivs-iT%)

As per Hi# (slight power) + T+ hand/action indicator — apply slight pressure in twisting an object
— *twist* — *distorted*; *warped*; *break* («— twist to the point that an object becomes
distorted/warped, or breaks). Also, *sulky* («— warped, perverse attitude).

=1
As per ZZH# (twist/cross) + A person — person of an attractive, supple figure («— be supple «
twist) — *beautiful*; *handsome*. Compare #%.

F (8) AU Shg
% cross/mix + A flesh — meat crossing over or mixed upon a grill — (cooked) *meat/fish*; *side
dish*.

w (1) 27,5 ()
As per FH# (cross; mix) + 7K water — mix in liquid — *mixing*; *turbidity* — *disorder*.
Compare 1&.

B (18) I ;) (Co-1e) ;705 (B)

¥ teeth + # mouth — *bite*; *chew™ (« cross the teeth in biting/chewing). Compare % and K.



" (23) h7;av
As per B# (be stimulated) + 5 hand/action indicator — stimulate by mixing — *mix*; *turbidity*
— *confusion*; *disturbance*. Compare 4.

wo(17) v
As per %# as described in ¥ (collide and scatter) + & movement — collide with and scatter
enemies (compare ) — *await*; *meet*; *confront*.

& (10) =¥
%)) here a variant form# of the doubled X element described in |44 (obscure) + < hole — obscure
recesses — *quiet®; *secluded* («— quiet, secluded recesses) — *refined* («— quiet elegance).

= (12) v
As per ©5# (bend) + X hole — *cavern* (with a low ceiling, forcing one to bend) — *cellar*.

# (18) Fav
As per 5# as described in ¥ (collide and scatter) + 7< hole — *hole/cavern* created by water
colliding with earth/rock — (small) *aperture*.

# (17) av,;¥av
As per ZE# (arch/rise high) + i stone — *barren, rocky soil* on an arching stretch of high ground.
Compare $.

& (12) =27;725609)
2# take after + A person — take after another person — *imitate*; *emulate*; *learn* (by
imitating).

o (13) F=v
As per {R# (curl up/around) + 3 animal that ambles along the ground — *fierce beast* (trained for
attack in battle, that curls around its victim; compare 3§) — *courageous soldier*.

g (15) *¥av
As per ZE# (arch/rise high) + [LI mountain — tall, arching mountain — *towering mountain* (or
other object).

B (15) ¥av;%av;H73 () ;2% ()
As per ZE# (arch/rise high) + 7K water — *sprinkle/pour water* (from high above, in an arc) —
*slight*; *thin* (« slight trickle of water).

M (18) Fav;bh (D) 2EE(TD)
As per ZE# (arch/rise high) + 2] feather/wing — *raised tail feathers* of a pheasant — *raise
high*. Also, *outstanding® and *stand on tiptoes*.

B (22) *¥av,;¥av
As per ZE# (arch/rise high) + /& horse — *tall, excellent horse* (of an arching posture) — *strong
and valiant™®.



(14 2w (F5)
As per ©5# (bend) + 5 words — *give notice/instructions to* (a subordinate) (« figuratively bend
a subordinate to one's will) — *admonish* (a subordinate). Also, *imperial decree/proclamation®.

5 (15) 2v;b7z(d) s k(D)
As per t5# (bend) + JE (spread in alignment to right and left) — *lean on*, forcing
someone/something to bend — *depend on*.

(15 AUH% (5)
As per 3# (spread/roam without restraint) + & movement — unfettered rambling/traveling —
*enjoy oneself at will*.

fE (24) FU;BBND
As per 3# (spread/roam without restraint) + #E frog/amphibious creature — (legendary) huge *sea
turtle* that roams far and wide.

(13) A%, 897
As per [1lab described in i (hold in/down) + % woman — woman of low rank (< be of a class
that is suppressed/held down) — *elderly woman*. Also, an appellation roughly equivalent to

*grandma* (compare ).

B (16) Fav;xav;q3v,;H<(5);bE(D5D)
As per ## as described in ¥ (collide and scatter) + ¥ movement — *intercept/confront* and

scatter enemies (compare ) — *patrol*; *go about*; *border* (at which patrols were made).
Also, *cut off escape routes in pursuing®.

fa (14) =275 (15D)
1% here an abbreviated form# of it pure white + /KX tree/wood — white, *withered tree* —
*withered*; *dry out* — *expose for drying*.

k|

B (15) F=v

As per 224 (separate from a main unit) + K tree/wood — branch separating from others in
bending/drooping (compare #7) — *bending/drooping branch*. *Undulate to make forward
progress* is a borrowed meaning (compare ¥ and %g).

W o(6) A7 A7, B8%:<E
H# deep + 7K water — *inlet* winding *deep* into land; *bend in a river*; *deep water*. In
Japan, the character also has the meaning *offshore*.

i (19) Fav;inZ
%t tall and limber + H. vehicle — tall, lightweight *palanquin* or *sedan-chair* (carried high on
the shoulders of attendants).

® (11 FaU;ondHu
As per 3K# (wrap) + & movement (— action indicator) — (figuratively/actually) wrap about
oneself in gathering — *gather/assemble*. Also, *partner* (among others in a group).



i (26) F=7;<C
4# turtle (with a curved, protective shell) + [*] battle — battle between armored warriors in
curved, protective armor — *fight and take possession of*. Also, *draw lots* and *lottery*.

B 17) 27;H8AH )

%)) here a variant form# of the doubled X element described in 44 (obscure) + 52 black — be
obscure/dimly visible of account of blackness or darkness — *black™®; *dark*; *obscure*; *dim* —
*black-blue*.

M (8) 43T <IE(H)
%)) here a variant form# of the doubled X element described in 44 (obscure) + 1= earth — deep,
obscuring *hollow/concavity in the ground*. Compare [.

B (16) 1747 ;<{%
H# deep + - piled earth — deeply recessed area of land (compare H2), particularly with respect to
an inlet (compare J##) — *recess*. For a concavity in the ground, compare also 4.

W ®) F=v; B TH
As per Y # as described in I} (twist) + H insect/creature (here, in its original sense of "snake,"
suggesting a dragon; compare ") — (young) *serpentine beast* («<— coiled creature). Compare I%.

R 9) F=v

*K# request + A person — person assuming a *reverential* attitude in supplication.

Bk (14) F=ov;Fe ()

2K# request + H commodities — accompany a request with commodities — *bribe*. Compare .

B (15 ¥av
As per Z# (separate from a main unit) + & jewel — round *jewel* (compare EK), a series of
which were fitted separately in an ancient percussion instrument (compare %%).

o(16) F=7 ;1L
54 smell + >K rice — the smell given off by *parched or toasted rice*. Also, a lump of *dried
cooked rice*, carried as an army provision (compare #i, i and ).

ML (16) F¥=v
As per JL# (bump up against and bend/curve) + £ nose — *nasal obstruction* («<— secretions or
object bumping up against the nasal passages).

F5 () Fav;feiz (L)
As per # (bend) + K tree/wood — tree bending with rot/decay (compare #5) — *hollow* («—
hollow stump of a decayed tree) — *empty*.

55 (16) Fav;3v; . 5<{A)
As per 5# (bend) + 5 bird — *owl* (« bird of a hunched appearance; compare £ as well as 55,
another cognate term in Old Chinese referring to an owl).



& (15) *av

%i# tall and limber + [l mountain — *high mountain* with a curved peak.

B (15 Fav,;b(F5) ;7= (D)
%Ei# tall and limber + = hand/action indicator — *roll up*/*raise* a supple object (such as a
blind/shade etc.). *Correct* is a borrowed meaning, via /.

B (19) Fav; FTIE0 ) 72T (L)

%i# tall and limber + Z& run — leap/bound with great agility — *agile*; *nimble*. Also, *brave*
(« fearless fighter «— nimble in combat).

B (19) *av;%v7;H (T %)
%Ei# tall and limber + /& leg/foot — arch the feet and *stand tiptoe*. Also, high-soled straw
*sandals* used in mountain climbing (compare & and J&).

B (18) Fav ;LAWY
As per ## as described in ¥ (white spray) + [ white — *bright white*; *brilliant* — *clear*.

B2 (15) ¥av;¥%av
As per ZE# (arch/rise high) + 1 mouth — *shout/scream* («<— high-pitched sound; compare &E) —
*fear*.

B (20) Fav;ay;BL(Z5)
As per £2# (obtain knowledge) + 2 action indicator — cause to study and obtain knowledge —
*teach*; *instruct®*. Compare %X,

B (9) a7 ;Fay;9o(Lvy)
As per AZ# (twist/cross) + 2 woman — woman standing in a supple, alluring posture («— be supple
« twist) — *beautiful*. Compare 1%.

B (9) a;Fay; 22550 bABRLI (W)
AZ here an abbreviated form# of #& (woman standing in an alluring posture) + :[» heart/emotions —
*agreeable sensation™ produced by an attractive woman. *Clever* and *cunning/sly* are borrowed

meanings, via J%.

& 21) =v,3v; 0 (Te)

As per A3# (twist/cross) + K teeth — *chew*; *bite*. Compare "< and M.

B (12) =5 E(L5)
As per F# (cross; mix) + 4 action indicator — *cross*; *mix* — *cross/mix up*. *Meat on the
bone* and *food served with alcohol* are atavistic meanings derived from &

#(18) 232w (15)
As per 5# variant form of %% (high) + ¥ feather/wing — wings rising high — *fly high*.

B (15) 2v,;¥%ay



As per ZE# (arch/rise high) + = earth — arching stretch of *land unsuitable for agriculture* on
account of being overrun with stones. Compare fi5.

s (15) =2v
As per =i# high/tall (specifically, bleached highlands; compare ) + H white (for
emphasis/clarification) — *pure white* (especially with regard to places/objects that are dry).

& (16) 2B

r=i# high/tall + 77 bamboo — *long bamboo pole* raised high in propelling small rivercraft.

B (21) 27, LAWY

As per 5c# (expansive) + . head — expansive, shiny pate — *whitish brightness*.

W (24) av
As per #2# (expansive) + /K water — *vast expanse* of water (compare {%5) — *wide*.

B (17) Fv
As per # (spread/roam without restraint) + H ear — unfocused speech, hard for the listener to
comprehend — *be difficult to make out*.

% (18) F7;B8Z(%) ;2L (%)
As per 3# (spread/roam without restraint) + 5 words — rambling, slanderous discourse —
*noisy*. *Arrogant* is a borrowed meaning, via fi.

¥ Q) Ay
As per F# (spread/roam without restraint) + 55 horse — *wild horse* — *fast horse*. * Arrogant*
is a borrowed meaning, via f5{.

W (19) v %av; 0 i EEO)

As per 5# as described in ¥ (collide and scatter) + 5% thread — *arrow attached to a cord*, one
fired at a flock of birds that scatters when one is hit. *Hand over* is via the idea of taking (prey) in
hand — *pay*; *tie up*.

B ey 2y
As per %# (deliberate movement) + 5 plow — using an *agricultural implement™* similar to a
plow, rake earth over planted seeds with a deliberate motion.

Tk (9) TV S H ()
K here an abbreviated form# of 4k die prematurely + 7X altar/the supernatural — *calamity*;
*disaster™.

B (10) 37T

H# eye + /X hole — *eyes sunk deep in a person's eye sockets* — *deep*. Compare fIE.

B (17) =275 (Te)
An abbreviated form# of 5l (nasal obstruction) + F* hand/action indicator — (use the hands/fingers
to) *blow the nose*.



% (10) 27,377z
As per %# (bend) + K tree/wood — tree with a bending/twisting element — *sumac* or *lacquer
(tree)*. 72X refers to a type of *cloth woven from tree fibers*.

2 (14) 2y
A variant form of & (waterside), specifying a *marsh*. *Testicle(s)* is a borrowed meaning.

i (12) 225
As per ZZH# (twist/cross) + H insect (here in its original sense of a snake) — (one type of) *dragon*
(« be supple/sinuous «— twist). Compare 1.

¥ (15) 2750 (%)
As per ## (spread/roam without restraint) + ‘X fire — blazing fire — *roast*; *parch*. Also,
*endure® («— withstand an ordeal as scathing as a fire).

ke (16) =

As per ;&# (fit into a pot) + K (glutinous) rice — (glutinous) *sweets* (stirred in a pot).

& (8) Fav;Lh L (D-Hd)
As per # (come to a stop) + A person — stop a person who is in the process of making a
*mistake* — *fault®; *blame*; *reprimand* — *self-reproach*.

& () 27;20F5)
= cow + [1# mouth — cow bending its neck in lowing — *tell*; *inform*; *announce*; *signal*
(«— communicate in "speech").

Bt (14) =7
As per &# (bend) + P8 alcohol — strong alcohol that induces stomach pains, causing one to bend
over — *severe*; *intense* — *cruel*.

% (1) *7
As per 4J# (wrap about) + #ifi grass/plant — flower of a wrap-about appearance —
*chrysanthemum®*.

B (13) H7
As per AZ# (twist/cross) + HL vehicle — crossing bars in the passenger compartment of ancient
vehicles, which passengers grasped to maintain their balance. *Compare* is a borrowed meaning.

B (16) H7;F72(5) Shinjitai %= (8)

[(J#1s X (obtain knowledge) + an element combining a pair of hands and = a cover (— covered
building) — covered place of instruction where another is stimulated to obtain knowledge (compare
%). £ adds - child — place where an instructor stimulates pupils to acquire knowledge (compare
) — *school* — *study*; *learn*.

B (20) W7, 8I1E(25); (7 +H5) Shinjitai 7 (12)
As per [J#hs described in £ (obtain knowledge) + 7. see — be stimulated to obtain knowledge,



and *realize® its acquisition — *learn*; *awaken*; *come to one's senses*; (Buddhist)
*enlightenment* — *remember*; *memory*; *bear in mind*; *feel*.

9 Y7

As per ~J# (rise and become evident) + 5% thread — *tie* a knot in a cord (as a sign of a pledge) —
*promise™*; *conspicuous mark* — *brief*; *summary* («— reduce in making compact; compare
%) — *approximately* («— summary approximating a full report in providing only the gist).

g 9) ¥x7; L (iF5)

The relevant seal inscription form is a variant of JI\ (pick/pluck) + an element# combining & tiger
and A person — person attacked/grabbed by a tiger — *brutality*; *oppression*; *persecution*. In
derivative characters, JE is written in the form seen in J& and FE.

B (15) 7%

B is FE tiger + Z< pig/boar — boar likened to a tiger in ferocity. A scribal form character combines
Bi# + /) power/energy — *fierce*/swift activity — *severe*; *rapid*. *Drama* and (theatrical)
*play* are borrowed meanings. 7] eventually came to be written JJ.

e (15) H7;72L (DD %)
#£ combines 4£ short, squat bird + * cover that obscures — bird obscured by a

covering/overhanging object. fif is as per %# (framing object that obscures/is obscured) + i stone
— obscuring stone wall. *Verify*; *ascertain*®, *certain*, *positive*, *reliable* and *sound* (of
mind/health) are borrowed meanings.

Be(16) 7313 (LW
W# combines H white + /i scatter — waves colliding with rocks, scattering white spray. #{ adds

7K water for emphasis/clarification — *turbulence*; *violence*; *intense*; *severe*; *extreme*;
*fast* — *be excited®; *urge*; *encourage®.

® 8) ¥7
/") an abbreviated form# of &) (envelop) + K rice — wrap the hands about a handful of rice — a
*handful*.

#w1) *7;9<06); L7 (5)
As per %@# (wrap about) + T hand/action indicator — hold firmly, wrapped in both hands —
*scoop* (with the palms); *dip*; *ladle*.

¥ (17) *¥7;E0
As per %g# (wrap about) + &= leather — tightly wrapped leather *ball* (compare ). Also,
*quiz/grill* (in investigating) («<— tighten the pressure on a suspect; compare & and #A).

M (19) 7,290
As per 4J# (wrap about) + Z¢ barley/grain — ball of grain or *malted rice* with other ingredients
wrapped inside.

FE (A1) @7, Ting

As per 5# (bend) + K tree/wood — *manacles* (< wooden implement bent/fitted over the



Wwrists).

H(18) =7 <<w
As per &# (bend) + & bird — *swan* (< bird with a long neck, necessitating bending in order to
swallow). Also, *target™* («— white of a target «— conspicuous white bird).

X (7) g7;3v
As per K# (slender and limber) + 7K water — *irrigate*®; *pour* («— slender stream of water) —
*fertile* («— soil made fertile by irrigation).

i (6) Faz;HE0
As per JU# (bump up against and bend/curve) + H sun/day — the *rising sun* figuratively hitting
the eastern horizon and curving upward — *morning sun*.

fi£ (20) =
As per 5# as described in B (fierce) + & alcohol container — rowdy drinking party. Later, the

nuance shifted to that of collecting food, drink or money in the interest of holding a feast —
*contribute™ (to a feast).

#o(12) Y7
As per J# (tie a knot in a cord) + ¥ grass/plant — a knotty rhizome, especially that of the iris,
from which orris root is derived. * Anther* is a borrowed meaning.

#® (13) Hr;av
i51 here an abbreviated form# of fifi (bleached highlands) + 1 earth — whitish, *hard earth* —
*projecting part of a mountain*.

JE& (14) ¥v7;82Y
As per JE# (be attacked) + 7 illness — *malaria*. Also, *intermittent fever* («— cyclical
symptoms experienced by malaria sufferers). Compare 5.

e (16) %7 ;%7
As per E# (be attacked) + = words — be jeered — *joke*; *jest*.

e (17) %
As per ## as described in ¥ (collide and scatter) + A tree/wood — a call to scatter an enemy,
inscribed on wood — *manifesto*.

£ (21) h7;9o5
As per fE# as described in f# (framing object that obscures/is obscured) + 5 bird — *crane* («—
bird whose platform nests are obscured in shallow waters) — *white*.

Bl (14) 7,730, A0E 2

Hr# sorcery + F. see — *male diviner/medium*; *male shrine servant*.

¥ (18) ¥

An abbreviated form# of ¥ quiz/grill in investigating + 5 words (for emphasis/clarification) —



*grill a suspect/criminal*; *interrogate*; *investigate*.

BE (16) 7,725

As per AZ# (twist/cross) + J& horse — horse crisscrossed with spots — *dappled/spotted horse*
(compare fX); *dappled/spotted*. Also, a *legendary creature similar to a horse*. *Argue* (back
and forth) is a borrowed meaning via fiX.

e (14) W7 £5EFL
As per fE# as described in f# (framing object that obscures/is obscured) + /K tree/wood — *log

bridge*, the bottom of the logs obscured in the water — *exact a toll/levy* (« charge for allowing
passage over a bridge) — *monopoly™* («— possess exclusive control).

& (18) Fv7;<>
%i# tall and limber + an abbreviated form of & wear shoes — straw or hemp woven into flexible,
arched *sandals*. Compare [} and J&.

s (14) 27 h7ay
f51 high/tall# + ‘X fire — *high flames* over which food is dried or baked — *dry*; *bake*.

B (20) 2752 ((F%)

As per [J#hs described in £ (obtain knowledge) + 75 inform — *inform*, enabling knowledge to
be obtained. Also, and likely on account of the same imagery, the *name of a legendary Chinese
emperor®,

HO(10) ¥=27;7, 70 B
=~ roof/building + two squares indicating particular places within a building — winding building
with many rooms — (Imperial) *palace*; *mansion* — *prince/princess™®; (Shinto) *shrine*.

5 (15) F=2v;Zb(F505)
As per §5# (bend) + /X hole — bend in negotiating a tunnel — *be blocked/stuffed*; *be at/come
to an extreme™®; *end*; *dead end* (« reach the end of a tunnel). Also the borrowed meanings

*investigation* and *follow through* (compare %%, ., and £).

g (14) =v;<%

As per He# (bear) + ‘K fire — *bear* (< ancient belief associating bears with the spirit of fire).

¥ (10) F¥=v
£ body + # bow — bend the *body* in a position resembling a curved bow — *self*; *(by)
oneself*.

B Q) Fa;%0H
=# bow + 7 hole — *tent*, or the *sky* (stretching over empty space like a bow) — *arch*; *the
wide heavens* — *arch-shaped object*.

I (11) 27 Shinjitai X (4)
The relevant bronzeware inscription form shows a line that curves/bends in penetrating three
enclosures — *division*; *sector* («— divide a narrow section into smaller parts).



f& (15) A7  Shinjitai X (8)
As per [## (curve/bend) + K tree/wood — cylindrical *pivot* (bending in) penetrating the shaft of
a door.

WK (15) A  Shinjitai BK (8)
As per [## (curve/bend) + X bent, open-mouthed figure — bend and *vomit*. *Europe* is a
borrowed meaning, from the phonetic construction [K#EE (FKFEE).

i (15) Av;72< (%) Shinjitai B (8)
As per i # (curve/bend) + 52 action indicator — *beat* a person into a bending position — *hit*;
*strike*; *punch*; *slap*.

B (21) 7;72(F%+%) Shinjitai BX (14)
As per [@# (curve/bend) + [ horse — horse lowering its back in galloping — *gallop* — *rush*;
*drive/spur/urge on*; *run*; *ride* — *impel*.

& (1) Zv

) here an abbreviated form# of #& (form a pair) + A person — *companion* — *doll* (< object
similar in appearance to a human, the two of which then form a pair); *even number* (« pairing).
Also, *by accident* and *chance* («— chance resemblance).

# (12) 776 (9)
As per H# (curve) + £ movement — two persons who form a pair as they *meet* at a bend in a
road.

BB (12) 7o, 94

As per # (curve) + & piled earth — curved *nook* in a hill — *corner*.

F(13) 7, 8AD L)
As per B# (curve) + /[» heart/emotions — warped («— curved) mind — *hardheaded*; *stupid*;
*foolish*; *silly*.

a] (5 7
Originally the same character as J&j (bending lines demarcating a frame). In 4], the sense of
"demarcation" gave rise to the meanings *phrase*, *verse*, *line*, *clause* and *sentence*.

@8 av
As per fAJ# (bend) + F hand/action indicator — *confine* a prisoner in a bending posture —
*detain*; *adhere*.

B 8 7
The relevant seal inscription form combines an abbreviated form of §# tripod kettle/cauldron + an

abbreviated form of 2:# (act jointly in making an offering) — act together to *equip* a vessel for
offering — *equipment*; *implement*; *tool*. Also, *means* and *ability* (« have the
means/ability to equip). In i, H. appears in a variant form.



®wo(12) v
As per /# (cavity) + 42X clothing — loose-fitting garments with ample space between fabric and
skin — *surplus®; *ample*; *abundance*.

%= (9) =¥
The relevant seal inscription form replaces the top element of the oracle bone form of % (target)
with a person, indicating a marksman hitting a lumpy target with an arrow — *lord*; *marquis* («—

persons of rank at court < meritorious soldiers). £ is a later form, adding A person for
emphasis/clarity.

iz (10) =27;%559

As per 1&# (lumpy object) + a person (— human agency) — inspect a lumpy or otherwise
conspicuous object — *sign*; *symptom* («— that which attracts attention to a person/object);
*scout™* («— person who works following signs/clues); *weather* («— signs or indicators of

weather). The application to & of the Japanese %947, a *classical verb ending*, represents a
borrowed meaning.

n 3) =2v;7;<b
A depiction of a rounded cavity, and in particular the human *mouth* — *hole*; *entrance*. H
can also function as a shape indicator.

Ja (6) =V

The relevant seal inscription form is the reverse of the elements combined in =] (peer through a
narrow hole), and thus refers to someone kept out of sight — *empress*; *queen* («— female
members of the royal/imperial family, whose quarters were secreted deep within a palace; compare

=).

% (9) 2v;ThL 0L (A) ;B (D) ;Db
The relevant bronzeware inscription form is an abbreviated form# of %/j (slight power) + an element

combining % dragging leg/foot and ¥ movement — drag along on account of having slight power
— *behind*; *late*; *after*. Other extended meanings include *back™®; *rear*; *lag*; *late*;
*afterward™; *since™* (then); *ever since*; *the remainder*; (time) *remaining® and *successor®.

i (13) av, A%
As per ## (symmetry) + 7K water — symmetrical constructions that conduct water — *ditch*;
*gutter®; *sewer* — *groove*.

 (14) a7k G2 25)

As per ## (symmetry) + K tree/wood — assemble wood in fabricating a *structure* the front and
back of which are symmetrical — *fabricate®; *build* — *prepare*; *device*; *style*; (mental)
*preparation®* — *mind/care about*. Other extended meanings from "prepare" or "fabricate"
include *hospitality*; *interfere*; *feign*; and (assume a) *posture/attitude™.

i (17) =¥
As per #5# (symmetry) + H commodities — transact business so that both parties are in perfect
agreement — *purchase®; *buy*.

JE (9) a7 ()



The relevant bronzeware inscription form is /5# high/tall (written upside down; compare %) + |
cliff/shape indicator — tall cliff — *thick*; *heavy* (« cliff composed of thick, heavy rocks) —
*cordial*; *warm*(hearted) («— lay on kindness thickly).

& (11) @y
As per 5&# (surround completely) + % strike/hit — *bandits*/*thieves* surrounding their objects
of attack — *enemies™*; *invade*.

# (10) 2
The relevant seal inscription form shows one of a pair of arching, symmetrical constructions
(compare ;) — *assemble*.

i (13) av

As per Fi# (symmetry) + 20 woman — marry («— pair a man and woman) — *intimacy*.

B (16) a0 R0, 58T
As per Fi# (symmetry) + 17 bamboo — bamboo frame — *bamboo basket*. (Camp/beacon) *fire*
(compare HE) is a borrowed meaning.

Hoan =v

As per ## (symmetry) + i, see — *meet someone unexpectedly*, forming a pair. Compare 5.

&9 770

A depiction of a *monkey* with both a curved back and a curved tail.

wmo(12) v
As per #i# (curve) +  roof/building — curved, hut-like *temporary abode* — *stay/use
temporarily*. Also, *do under the pretext of* («— temporary expedient).

& (14) A7 ;13 (<)
As per [## (curve/bend) + 1 mouth — bend and *vomit* — *feel nauseated*. Compare the
original sense of k.

il (18) A;972(9)
As per [ # (curve/bend) + = words — bend the waist in singing — *sing* — *sing the praises
of™*; *extol*; *declare*. Also, *be famous* («— have one's praises sung).

& (18) 7:;/mb72
As per [## (curve/bend) + £ body — curved/bent *body*.

i) (7) 752
As per AJ# (bend) + A person — *stooped person*. Compare %7 and Jj.

Hy (8) 7,7\
As per AJ# (bend) + K dog/beast — bending figure of a *puppy* on unsteady legs (compare 7)) —
*dog*.



H(8) 753w L (B)
As per 41J# (bend) + ' grass/plant — bend grass to temporarily demarcate a small unit of land —
*for the time being*. *In the event that*, *considering that*, *if*, *any* and (not) *on any

account* are borrowed meanings. Distinguish 7] from the identical-appearing element in 4.

B (13) =27 hE

As per fJ# (bend) + 4= metal — bent, metallic *hook/barb*.

B (15) 7;2%

As per fAJ# (bend) + 5 horse — *colt* (« bending figure of a foal on unsteady legs; compare %))
— (general term for a) *horse*. Also via the idea of demarcating a narrow space is *bridge™* (of a
stringed instrument) and *shogi/chess pieces*. The latter meaning is influenced by the Chinese term

5.

(4 av

A variant of 4] (bend): *bend*. *Hook* and *capture* are borrowed meanings.

B 10 7;7
As per HB# (act together) + A person (— human agency) — act *all*/*entirely* together.

g (9) av; 7 &0
As per Ja# (keep out of sight) + 1= earth — obscuring *dirt* or *filth*.

i (10) =2
As per Jo# (keep out of sight) + & movement — meet a person normally kept from one's sight —
*meet* (unexpectedly).

#o(11) 2w

[ here an abbreviated form# of ¥ button + 4= metal — metallic *button*.

W (12) a0k
As per {%# (lumpy object) + I mouth — lump of food in the *throat*.

e (5) 2w;7272(<) 51372 ()
[1# mouth + [! kneeling figure — kowtow in making a request — *prostrate* («— lower oneself)
— *beat* («— beat another into a prostrate position) — *strike*. Note that the English term

"kowtow" is via the compound F[1EH.

W (7 757
As per AJ# (bend) + /) power/energy — *bend down/over* (curving the back) in working
(compare {li) — *become fatigued*.

W (9)

As per AJ# (bend) + H sun/day — warm sunlight causing plants to wilt — *warm* (v.).

M1 (13) 7;&77= (D)



f)# warm + ‘K fire — *warm* (and cozy).

i (13) o ;205 (Tp)
As per [## (curve/bend) + A person (— human agency) — *bend down/over* (curving the back;
compare fj); *stoop* (compare ).

& (14) 7,47 857
As per [## (curve/bend) + % woman — *stooped, elderly woman*; *affectionate term of address
for an elderly woman*. Compare .

& (14) 7
As per [f# (curve/bend) + [LI mountain — *winding mountain path* — *steep and largely
impassable™.

(16) A7 ;7%

As per [f# (curve/bend) + L tile/earthenware — small, curved *pot/jug/container*.

e (12) 27,85
As per f%# (lumpy object) + K dog/beast — lump-shaped ape/*monkey*.

s 12y 7,7

As per H# (curve) + [l mountain — *mountain recess*.

(15 77570725 (5)
) here an abbreviated form# of 5 (form a pair) + & plow — *plow side by side* (aligned as a
pair) — *team™ (of two); *companion*; *line up*; *align*; *be in reciprocal relation*.

M (18) 77 HY
F# align + W grass/plant — *lotus root* («— plant with aligned cavities in its thizomes) — *lotus
plant*.

 (13) 27, R D)
As per Fi# (symmetry) + T hand/action indicator — *assemble* a construction — *put together*
— *occur one after another®; *create an intricate situation™.

#E(14) 275 06)
As per ## (symmetry) + & movement — *meet* (by approaching from opposite directions).
*Hold an audience™ is a borrowed meaning.

1) 27,7272 ;00 (25) ; NK)

[T here an abbreviated form# of [l (prostrate) + 5 hand/action indicator — *beat* into a prostrate
position — *knock* — *pull/drag* (down). Also, *discount™ («— beat/knock down a price).
*Button*, *clasp* and *hook* are via reinterpretation of the constituent elements of this character
(as hand + a button or other fastener).

FEO(13) ;7L (05)
J& here an abbreviated form# of 35 filth + = words — speak with filthy/abusive words —



*abuse™; *curse* (v.); (put to) *shame*.

i (24) V70U
As per &# (winding creature) + 4 teeth — *decayed tooth*; *cavity* (attributed to a worm-like
creature).

& (14) A5, 07 (F)
As per [## (curve/bend) + 7K water — *soak*® objects in a curved container — *foam*; *froth* («
foam/froth produced by lengthy soaking).

iy (8) 7 1FIE
As per fJ# (bend) + % woman — *old woman* with a bent back (compare {f] and J;j). Also,
*kind* («— kind demeanor of an old woman).

i (10) 7
As per 4J# (bend) + 7 illness — *illness resulting in curvature of the spine* — *hunchback*.
Compare 1f] and #f).

g (11) 2

[X[# terrible + P4 alcohol container — *act wildly* under the influence of alcohol.

g (7)) 7;<>
As per ## (continuum) + an abbreviated form of J# wear shoes — continuum of straw/hemp strips
woven into *sandals*. Compare /.

W5 9) =2v;5 ()
As per Ji# (keep out of sight) + ZZ woman — woman kept out of sight (= mistress, concubine etc.).
*Meet* is a borrowed meaning via iz.

# (9 a7
As per fJ# (bend) + 2 an abbreviated form of # (aged person) — *aged person with a bent back*
(compare i) — the *face of an elderly person* (especially, one marked by liver spots).

o1y 3wy
As per 4J# (bend) + /T bamboo — bamboo bent to create a *fish trap*.

#E(12) @y
As per 1Z# (lumpy object) + 1= earth — *raised earth* (or *earthen structure*). Also, *mileposts*
(«— raised earth).

ffe (18) =
As per f%# (lumpy object) + £ food/eating — *dried cooked rice* carried as a provision (compare
%, i and #2) or kept on hand in event of disaster.

 (13) =2v
An abbreviated form# of #% (hard husk) + =5 bow — *draw* a bowstring back against the hard
frame of the bow — *target™ (of an arrow). Also, *fully* («— draw back fully) — *sufficient™.



B Q) =257
An abbreviated form# of 7% (hard husk) + 5 bird — shell from which a *chick* hatches.

& (14) 20,7005 %)
As per [f# (curve/bend) + F hand/action indicator — bend the fingers and lift an object — *raise

the hem of one's garment* (compare 2%). Also, *search for* (« thrust one's fingers into a deep
recess and bend them in looking for something).

¥o9) 7
As per AJ# (bend) + K tree/wood — a bent/bending tree. The compound i refers to a tree

resembling a willow, ##% to a lemon tree (Citrus limon), and #9J4Z to Lycium chinense (known in
English variously as Chinese desert thorn, Chinese teaplant or wolfberry).

th (6) Fa27; £ (D% 1F5)
A depiction of a curved ruler or measuring implement — *bend*; *curve* — *tilt*; *turn*;
*crooked*; *distorted* — *melody* («— tune which alternates high and low notes).

w (7)) 2757l
As per [1# (cavity) + J\ split right and left (doubled) — a circular cavity in the earth from which
water spouts — *sunken fountainhead*; *valley*; *ravine*; *canyon* («— sunken spot).

w9 V7
As per £3¥# (cavity) + A person — person who figuratively falls into a hole (compare £, [, and
[X[), becoming accustomed to *worldly*, *vulgar* ways — *customs*; *manners*.

w (10) 37,6 (5 U%)

As per £3# (cavity) + 7K water — submerge oneself in a water-filled cavity such as the base of a
waterfall, or a bathtub — *bathing* — *pour* (water); *shower*; *immerse oneself* (in an
activity). Other extended meanings from "pour" include *heap upon*; *bask* (in sunshine);
*receive/be subjected to* and *under fire*.

(11 =3750F L)
As per £3¥# (cavity) + /K bent, open-mouthed figure — empty space in the heart/belly that one
craves to fill — *desire*; *greed*; *want*.

% (12) H#7;55  Shinjitai % (11)
7T# is a depiction of a hard, curved seashell. % adds % action indicator — pound on hard shells —
*shell*; *husk*.

#® (14) 7
An abbreviated form# of 7% (husk) + 7K grain/rice (for emphasis/clarification of the husk of a grain
plant) — *grain* — *cereal*.

/& (7)) Faz

The relevant oracle bone form of this character shows a pair of bending lines demarcating a narrow
frame — bracket; compartment — *office®; *bureau*; *department™ — *situation™* («—
circumstances dealt with by a specific authority). The present shape is via a seal inscription form of



the character. Compare 47].

ko(14) 27
JR# is a depiction of two dogs, suggesting a pair of dogs tangling in a fight. i adds = words —
*trial*; *suit*; *sue* («— be entangled in a harsh dispute; compare 7%) — *prison*.

(7)) A7

As per Jik# (harsh) + [LI mountain — rugged, rocky *mountain* — *peak*.

I 8) H;7=F

As per [T# (hill) + LI mountain — rugged, rocky *mountain* — *peak*. %t and {F are distinct
characters, but {f; is the Shinjitai (new character form) adopted in Japan during the twentieth
century to replace % for official use.

* (5) ¥a7;7-F
A depiction of a circular, jeweled object — *precious stone*; *jewel*; *gem* — *round object™
such as a *ball* or *lens* (compare EK).

B ) 7%
% here a variant of #%# (lumpy object) + /' shape indicator (— cover) — lumpy covering object,
such as the *roof* of a *house* or *shop™ — *cover*; *business*. Also, *dealer* and *seller* («—

the same semantic progression from "house/place of business" to "tradesman" as found in 5%).

B (12) 77128 ®-5)
J&# cover + F hand/action indicator — *grasp/grip* an object, covering it in the hand — *seize*;
*hold*. Also, *handle* and *a handful*.

B (7)) B, E ;DD

A depiction of a hard, curved *horn* — *corner*; *edge*; *angle* — *harshness*.

%10y =7
K here an abbreviated form# of JX as described in Jik (pair of dogs) + F mouth (doubled) — pair
of howling dogs — *cry*; *wail*.

& (1) 77
JE# cover + A person — person *fretful* at being covered/detained indoors — *fidget*; *fuss*.
Compare [.

e (12) 77;213v

J&# cover + I1 cloth — heavy, covering *curtain*.

R (24) 77
JE# cover + 1 teeth — *grate the teeth* in fretfulness, the upper teeth directly covering the lower
— *fidget*. For the latter meaning, compare 1.

e (16) Xaz;flf



As per Hi# (curved) + £ hair — hair twirled into a knot (atop one's head) — *topknot*.

& (15) =¥
#k# desire; greed + /[» heart/emotions (for emphasis/clarification) — *desire*; *greed*; *lust*;
k 1 %k

passion*,

¥ o10) B
As per f4# (hard, curved object) + I earth — barren earth covered with rocks that protrude like
horns — *barren, rocky earth*. Compare ff.

W (12) 7
As per f4# (hard, curved object) + £ stone — barren, rocky earth (compare #4). For the meanings
*certain* and *true*, compare fie.

gl (11) =27

As per fi# (hard, curved object) + =} ladle — ancient *unit of measurement* equaling ten } and
determined by the contents of a hard, curved object. A rectangular *wooden box* is a borrowed
meaning.

W (15) =7, Lo
As per f§H# rectangular wooden box + K tree/wood — variety of *oak* (from which boxes were
crafted).

% (14) B ool (f) £2L
An abbreviated form# of #% (hard husk) + :[» heart/emotions — hard, tightly united bonds —
*sincere*; *earnest*.

w17 =27, ZLE
An abbreviated form# of 7% (hard husk — casing) + H vehicle — (wheel) *hub* (« casing in
which a vehicle's axle is attached to the wheels).

B (12) 77565\
JE# cover + 7K water — be covered with water — *well-moistened* — *blessings*; *luster*. Also,
*great attentiveness* («— careful irrigation).

9) U A7;,%D
As per f5# (extend) + [] circular enclosure — (enclosed, extensive) *game preserve* — *garden*.
Also, *constrained* (in outlook; <— contained; constrained «— contained preserve).

B (10) =7

#A# valley + |LI mountain — *ravine*; *valley*.

B (14) Fa7;8<<(FED)
As per J&j# (bend) + /& leg/foot — *bend down/over* in stooping — *stoop*. Compare fj and .

® (11) Faz;2&(05)
As per 'H/'E# (wrap about) + /J power/energy — *work hard/diligently* in wrapping something.



#® (16) =7
An abbreviated form# of % (hard husk) + 5% thread — *crepe* (« silk fabric with a crinkled
rather than a smooth surface).

g (17) 27,707
An abbreviated form# of 7% (hard husk) + 4 horn — *goblet* made of horn (compare fift) — a
*measure of volume®.

M (11) 7, T 120
As per f4# (hard, curved object) + A tree/wood — curved *rafter(s)* (protruding like horns). A
*variety of apple tree* with small fruit is a borrowed meaning.

I (6) Fav;Lh
The relevant oracle bone form of this character is J1# (pair of hands holding up/out an object in

raising it high in offering; compare ) + an object — serve; offer — *together*; *with*; *share*
— *plural/humble suffix*.

i (8) Fav /(D) ;L
As per H# (act jointly in making an offering): *offer*; *serve* — *attendant*; *retinue*;

*plural/humble suffix*. Here, A has no semantic function, being used simply to create a derivative
character conveying meanings that dropped from the original one.

w9 =v

As per H:# (act jointly) + 7K water — *great* confluence of waters resulting in a *flood* — *big*.

2R (10) Fav;H050 (L)
As per 3:# (act jointly in making an offering) + /[» heart/emotions — *deferential*; *reverential*;
*respectful* («— ceremonious emotions experienced when offering an object to one's superior).

W (12) v il
#:# (densely populated) + 7K water — *port™* settlement — *harbor*.

T 3) =2v;7”
A depiction of a long hollow tube used as a tool both to pierce and to connect — *work™;
*construct® («— work/construct using connecting pipes/tubes) — *artisan®; *specialist®; *skillful*.

25 =av
T# work + /] power/energy — accomplish a job/piece of work — *achievement™®; *merit*;
*fruits*; *good deed*.

L (6) A%
As per T.# (connecting pipe/tube) + 7K water — *inlet* connecting to a settlement — *river*;
*bay*.

B (7) av;E@D-»D)
As per I_# (connecting pipe/tube) + A (strike) — *attack/assault* with a pipe — (the) *offensive*.



78 (8) 7v;d (K 1FD) ;0b; %5
As per T# (connecting pipe/tube) + 7X hole — *empty* *space* inside a connecting pipe/tube —
*vacant® — *sky*; *the air*; — *absent-minded*; *pretend* («— no substance).

e (1) =27, 00 (2 -25)

As per Z5# (emptiness) + T hand/action indicator — create space between two points, objects or
people — *hold back*; *draw in* — *refrain*; *wait*; *await*; *keep from* («— hold back) —
*be near at hand*. *Copy/write down*, *note*, *memo* and *a duplicate* are borrowed meanings.

AL (9) 27,77 <Ry, ~NIT
S thread + . here an abbreviated form# of 7K mercury — fabric/textiles dyed a *deep red*
(compare ##%) — *crimson*; *rouge* — *lipstick*.

H (10) =2v; 2 (<)
As per T# (connecting pipe/tube) + H commodities — goods/tribute offered in connecting
differing strata of society — *tribute*; *donate*; *contribute*; *support financially*.

H (12) av
As per T# (connecting pipe/tube) + H head — nape of the neck (connecting head and trunk) —
*clause*; *item™ («— figurative associations, from the idea of connecting points).

2 (10) Fav; BT OG- -nDH AL

The relevant seal inscription form of Ifl is I. (connecting pipe/tube) + an element combining [1
kneeling figure with arms extended (seen also in 1) and 5 hand/action indicator — kneel and
pierce a hole in connecting two objects with a pipe/tube — secure/fasten. 2% is T# + .[»

heart/emotions — empty/uneasy feeling in one's heart (compare %), as though a hole has been
pierced in it — *fear* — *threaten™®; *fearsome®; *awe*; *dread* — *apprehension*; *concern*
— *terrible®; *horrible*; *fierce*; *tremendous™ («— aspects of a threatening or fearsome object).
*Probably* and *possibly* are via the uncertainty of the state of mind that fears something desired
may not in fact materialize.

X (10) =

As per £3¥# (cavity) + =~ roof/building — empty building into which voluminous goods are placed
— *put in*; *contents*; *volume* — *contain*; *accept* — *appearance® («— shape of objects in
a container).

W (13) Fv; (T -<-15D)
As per Z# (contain voluminous objects) + 7K water — *dissolve/melt* voluminous objects in
liquid — *liquefy™*; *thaw™®; *mix*.

N 4) AU BT
Originally, /\ split right and left + [1# mouth/hole (— space) — *open* space in which (divided
groups of) people gather — *public* — *fair*; *official*; *governmental*.

> (8) vav;ED

Z# open + K tree/wood — *pine tree* (species with "open" fronds).



AN

& (10) Fv

Z3# open + Y feather/wing — open spaces between the feathers of an aged bird —*old man/elder*
(«— aged).

(1) vav
ZA\# public + & words — public disputation — *accuse*; *litigate*; *sue*; *suit*. Compare Ji.

K 4) Fav
[ | hole + an indicator# suggesting a person or object — large, round cavity into which a
person/object falls (compare 4, [, and &) — *terrible*; *bad*; *disaster* — *poor harvest™.

Mg (10) Fav;ierr; i
As per ## (cavity of the breast) + A flesh (for emphasis/clarification) — *breast*; *chest*;
*thorax* — (one's) *mind*.

L (4 2w

The relevant seal inscription form is f- child + a mark# — mother and newborn (just passed
through the vagina in being born), connected by the curving and now stretched umbilical cord —
*hole* («— vagina). *Confucius* is a borrowed meaning.

& (10) =7 81W5-5F) ;.5 (D)
The relevant oracle bone form of £t is a depiction of legs bending as they descend a hill. (& is £=#

+ B piled earth (for emphasis/clarification) — *descend* a high hill — *fall*; *get off/out*;
*lower*; *unload*; *transfer*. Other extended meanings from "fall" include *defeat™®; *retire*;
*give up®; *to rain*; *to snow™*; and *abort* (a fetus).

i (17) =¥
As per #i# (symmetry) + 5 words — two parties (the speaking and listening sides) taking part in a
*lecture™.

# (16) #7;2(%)
A variant form# of # (enclose in the hands) + X dog/beast — enclose caught prey (in the hands)
— *gain*; *obtain*.

H (3) Fav
A depiction of a *pair of hands* — *hold up/out* — *offer*; *present* («— hold up/out an object in
raising it high in offering).

Mk (9) =v
As per H£# (act jointly) + 1 mouth — the roar of a crowd (raising/carrying a voluminous object)
— *resound¥®; *reverberate*.

® 9 av;bFE-
The relevant seal inscription form is as per 25# (act jointly) + & village/settlement — interact in a
densely populated sector — *street®/*quarter* — *the world*; *the public*.

&) (6) Fav



[X[# hole/cavity + /] wrap, here a shape indicator suggesting the chest — the cavity of the *breast*.
*Nomadic race* (of the north in ancient China) is a borrowed meaning.

wWo(6) Fav;kZ (D)
[X[# terrible + JL person — *terrible*/fearful person or human-like apparition — *cruel*;
*fearsome* — *fear®.

& (13) av
As per Z# (contain voluminous objects) + Y grass/plant — fruit/flower containing numerous
seeds. The compound %5 refers to a lotus plant.

B (18) I ;W\ E (Tt D)
As per Z# (contain voluminous objects) + 4 metal — *melt* metal and pour into a *mold* —
*smelt*; *fuse*.

i (9) 2wl

As per T.# (connecting pipe/tube) + HL insect/creature (here, in its original sense of "snake,"
suggesting a dragon) — vivid *rainbow™* connecting the two ends of the sky. Anciently, a rainbow
was regarded as one type of dragon.

K (7)) av;H T4
As per T_# (connecting pipe/tube) + 7K water — *mercury* (contained in a tube, and used
medicinally in ancient China).

L (7) =2
As per T# (connecting pipe/tube) + K flesh — the *anus* (lower end of the digestive tract).

L (10) =
T here an abbreviated form# of % attack + 5 words — verbal attack causing
*confusion*/*strife™.

e (12) 29,77

As per ZE# (emptiness) + Al flesh — *body cavities*, including the *chest cavity*.

(7)) 3v;,8BED
JT# inlet/river + 55 bird — *large waterfowl* inhabiting an inlet/river — *vast® (« great
wingspan of a large waterfowl).

Wy (10) 7;av;v=;ay
/X here an abbreviated form# of 43 old man/elder + H insect — old insect. The compound T 1A
refers specifically to a *centipede™.

M (13) vav;va
Z\# public + H head (— group of people) — declaim to a public crowd — *recite®; *acclaim*;
% ek

praise*.

21 AU O



A\

As per §3# (aged bird) + 5 bird (for emphasis/clarification) — an aged bird. %% was devised to

replace 43 after the latter's transformation of meaning. In Japanese, % indicates a *flycatcher*.

= (13) Fav
T# as described in 22 (pierce a hole) + /& leg/foot — footsteps (that create depressions in the
ground). Later, the term came to be used with specific reference to the *sound of footsteps™.

fL (6) 27;& (1F%)
As per T# (connecting pipe/tube) + 5 hand/action indicator — *run a pole through an object*,
raise it, then *carry on the shoulders*.

(7)) =
As per L # (connecting pipe/tube) + K tree/wood — *tree/plank stretched over a river as a bridge*
(connecting one bank of a river to the other; compare fil). Also, *flagpole* (stretching into the sky).

il (8) =v
As per [# (connecting pipe/tube) + 1 stone — *stepping stones* (connecting one bank of a river
to the other; compare #I.) — *hard* (« hard stones) — *earnest*.

i (9) v
As per T_# (connecting pipe/tube) + 1fi bulging earthenware jug/vase — large, tube-shaped
*jug/cistern®*. Compare %> and Z&.

ki (9) Fav

As per ®J# (cavity) + 7K water — water surging through a cavity — *surge/become turbulent*.

H(18) A7 By
As per JfE# (contain) + EL tile/earthenware — *jug/cistern* («— particular kind of container;
compare fil. and &).

JBE (23) av

Eft# as described in $f (contain) + 7 illness — *carbuncle*/*boil* containing pus.

& (21) I
EfE# as described in ## (contain) + /' building — *house enclosed* or contained by a wall, moat
etc. — *wrap gently* — *gentle*.

# 9 Fav;2FhK);;2FLK)
As per H£# (act jointly) + & hand/action indicator — *fold the arms* (or cross the hands) on the
chest — *observe but take no action*.

H(12) Fav,; x4
As per 35# (act jointly) + HL insect — *grasshopper*; *cricket* (the limbs of which act in unison).
Compare .

B (14) 2v;tx



A variant form of [, with the meanings *raise a cry and fight* and *war cry*. *Road running
through a village* is a borrowed meaning via #&.

B (12) Fav;ZBAX
As per Il# as described in R (pierce a hole) + H insect — *cricket*; *grasshopper* (< insect that
produces a hollow exoskeleton after moulting) — *exoskeleton of a moulted cicada*. For cricket

and grasshopper, compare #&.

= (15) Fav,; ()
As per JI# as described in R (fasten) + #f leather — fasten with a piece of leather — *bind
tightly* — *tight*; *hard*; *firm*.

72 (10) =
As per ZE# (emptiness) + A person — *ignorant*; *foolish* («— empty-headed person). Also, *be
pressing/urgent™® («— urgency that causes one's mind to go blank).

f' (14) 2752
As per E# (connect) + K tree/wood — piece of wood that connects — *lever*. Compare #E.

& (9) AU;Hlen

/A\# open + IL tile/earthenware — large, wide-mouthed *jug/cistern* (compare #il. and ZE).

% (13) Ao

As per 43# (open spaces) + i grass/plant — *thick/luxuriant vegetation* spreading over open

spaces — *flowering stalk®.

& (12) 27,8050 ()
As per #£# as described in [% (point downward/descend) + 5% thread — lower fabric into dye —
fabric/textiles dyed a *deep red* — *crimson*. Compare #L.

W (13) v

As per 43# (open spaces) + 7K water — water *swelling* then spilling over to open spaces in

*dispersing*.

#t (10) Fav
As per 35# (act jointly) + K tree/wood — joint pillars/posts — *pillar*; *post* — large *stake*.

B2 (22) Fav

As per #:# (act jointly in making an offering) + FE dragon (here suggesting a rare and precious
object) — *give/present™ another a valuable object — *reverential* («— present reverentially).

gL (10) =&
As per I# (connecting pipe/tube) + . bean — long pod of the *black-eyed pea*, to which the
fruit are connected.

e (17) v, ov

As per ZZ# (connecting pipe — connect) + &= leather — leather reins and bridle connecting horse



and rider — *bit* («— apparatus connected to a bridle).

(19 773y

Z2# sky + J& bird — an imaginary bird, of attributes obscure. ¥2%. can refer to either *White's
thrush* or to an *imaginary creature* with the head of a monkey, body of a raccoon dog, legs of a
tiger and a snake for its tail; compare 5.

0 (9) Fav,;BL (D)
As per ®J# (cavity of the breast) + /[ heart/emotions — *fear*(«<— emptying/debilitating emotion;
compare #2%),

M @B) V:;HF;H0
A depiction of *rain* falling from the vaulted heavens. [N also refers more generally to natural
phenomena.

P 6) viiEiEn
A depiction of curved wings, raised high — *feather*; *wing*; *plumage*. In dual-element
characters, ] may also appear in the form seen at the right of #, ill, & etc.

# (200 =
A variant form# of B (enclose in the hands) + = words — figuratively enclose another person in
verbal protection — *defend/protect®.

F(6) ¥
As per T# (U-shaped) + ~ roof/building — large, curving roof/eaves — *the heavens/universe*.
Compare .

F(6) ;0
As per T# (U-shaped) + i grass/plant — U-shaped *taro* — *potato*. Compare = .

15 (6) A &7=72 (0 ;M (- n5) ; L2 ()

The relevant seal inscription form is T# (U-shaped) + 7K water — U-shaped puddle — *dirty*;
*filthy* (« stagnant water) — *soil*; *corrupt*; *disgrace*; *taint* — *impure*; *mean*; *base*
— *rape*.

i (13) 212 (+25)
As per &# (U-shaped) + & words — bend the truth — *exaggerate* (compare 71) — *boast*
(compare ##1) — *be proud of*.

#(10) ;75037251370 (0D R0<)
The relevant seal inscription form is as per T-# (U-shaped) + an element combining & hang

(doubled) and W grass/plant — beautiful *flower*, the center of which sinks in a U-shape —
*gorgeous™ («— beautiful). Also, *brilliant* (« brilliant coloring, or brilliant beauty) and *China*
(«— country likened to a beautiful flower).

B (11) v

2 village/settlement + HE# (boundary marker) — distant, frontier settlement — *mail* (« distant



relay points for mail). The pronunciation of ¥} has been influenced by #E.

gl (9) =
As per JIN# (pendent) + = bow — pendent bow — *arc*.

m 9 =
As per JIN# (solitary) + ¥ child — a *solitary* child (compare %£) — *(a)lone*; *orphan*.

B (14) 4
The relevant bronzeware inscription form shows a child with a large head + **~ roof/building — a
solitary child (compare ) indoors — *alone* — *widow*; *few*; *minimal*.

gt (13) 2,2 D5H

7 # is a round drum with decorations on the top, set upon &. food stand (— a stand). #% added %
action indicator in its original sense of a hand holding a stick — *hand drum*. In contemporary
orthography, <% is replaced with 3¢ (originally, a hand holding a bamboo branch).

X (2) v E
A depiction of a person's right arm contracted in surrounding or protecting an object resting on the
shoulders — *above*; *beyond* — *again®; *moreover*; *or*.

K (4) =27;8h
The relevant oracle bone form of this character is X# (right hand/arm) doubled — *work together*
— *friend*; *companion* — *friendly*.

K (B 2, AE
The relevant seal inscription form is as per X# (the right hand/arm) + an object — *right*
hand/arm (used in protecting).

A6 2U;7;5(%)
The relevant seal inscription form is as per X# (right hand/arm) + /A flesh — extend the right
hand/arm in shouldering a slab of meat — *have* («— hold) — *be*; *exist* («— have being «—

have form <« object in a fixed point of space; compare &, 7£, and 7).

B (13) TAE072(9)
As per fi# (extend) + H commodities — extend a *bribe* (compare #K) — *finance*; *supply*;
*offer*; *provide*; *serve*; *boarding® («— extend incentives to obtain labor or other services).

(5 F=2v;B0

A depiction of the rounded cavity of a geologic basin, one surrounded by hills — *hill*; *mound*.

o9 *
As per JU# (bump up against and bend/curve) + BL vehicle — *rut* («— marks left in the earth by a
vehicle's rotating wheels).

# (12) #;H»7 Shinjitai H (8)
Originally, ## (demarcate in writing) + = implement held upright to carve/draw characters —



*demarcate*/*mark off* in writing — *draw*; *paint* — *drawing*; *picture®; *painting* —
*stroke® (n.). Also, *plan* and *consider* («— written plan).

Mo =

The relevant seal inscription form of the left-hand element# is an ancient, *compass*-like

ECI I
As per ==# (neat) + A person — person of neat, attractive appearance — *beautiful* (compare )
— *good*.

H (12) H41:E6

As per %# (neat) + 1T straight/crossing roads — neat roads; neatly laid out *town* — *street*.

¥E (1) B4
JZ here a variant form of =E# (neat) + 7K water — neatly carved cliff overlooking water —
*shore*; *(land's) end*; *limit*; *extremity*.

H (D) A0 D TD)

A variant of ££ hang — *hang*. In Japanese, the verbs 77)>% and 7>7% bear numerous meanings
that stem directly or indirectly from the concept of "hang." The principal meanings follow. 7% :
*hang*; *be covered with/by*; *be splashed*; *be locked*; *be caught*; *be tied (up)*; (of an
engine) *start/catch*; *attack*; *be subject to*; *be suspected of*; *be connected/related*; *be
involved in*; *call* (out); *be brought up*; *be anxious about*; *depend on*; *take/require*
(time); *pay*; *carry* (insurance); (of a play/movie) *be showing/playing* and *set about™*. 7>/}
% *hang*; *put* (on a stove/fire); *cover*; *sprinkle*; *pour*; *lock*; *fasten*; *grasp*;
*catch/snare®; *bind* and *put/set up*. Also, *be in charge*; *weigh*, *fix*, *wear*, *multiply*
and *begin to/be on the point of*.

& (6) F;H50R0) ;H° OV < 5p)

The relevant bronzeware inscription form shows JO.# (withdraw in a kneeling position from a cliff)
+ a second crouching figure at top — kneel in a dangerous, slightly off-balanced position at a cliff
— *danger*. Related meanings included *risky*; *critical* (condition); *close/narrow* (escape) —
*nearly*; *almost™*; *barely* («— close escape), as well as *fear* (for); *be anxious*; *uncertain*;
*unreliable*; *dubious* and *doubt* («— fear/be anxious or doubtful about escaping a dangerous
situation).

T @) 27bol(h)

The relevant oracle bone form of this character combines X# hand + a vertical, slightly bent line,
suggesting a skin eruption — wounded, contracted hand — *differ*; *conspicuous™® («—
conspicuously different shape of a wounded hand). Also, *criticize* («— be critical of what is
perceived as figuratively bent) and *outstanding* («— conspicuous). *Natural(ly)*, *stand to
reason®, and *especially/particularly* are borrowed meanings.

A (6) #7590

A depiction of a *melon* (conceptualized as a solitary object pendent on a vine) — *gourd*.

 (12) =;21F



A depiction of a lidded *vase* or *pot* — *jug*; *jar*. Also, *key point* and *vital point* («
ancient game in which the objective was to toss arrows into a jar).

= (6) 71

A depiction of clay/earth piled high in a neat cone shape. An ancient Chinese custom was to declare
sovereignty over a particular territory by hanging a proclamation over such a pile. *Imperial present
of a jade object in recognition of a lord's sovereignty™* is an extended meaning from this custom.
The jade object itself had a square base and was pointed at top.

B3 @®) 7

As per ==# (jade object) + [ divination — jade object used in *divination* — *omen*.

& (9) 7AF
As per £=# (cone-shaped) + K stand outstretched — *crotch* (shaped liked the base of a cone;

compare % and J5) — *star* (believed to preside over literary activities, and belonging to a group
of sixteen stars in Andromeda that resemble a human crotch).

b 9) 74
As per %# (neat) + % woman — woman of neat, attractive appearance (compare %) — *beautiful
woman* — *beautiful®.

o (10) 7450000
As per £=# (cone-shaped) + K tree/wood — general term for various species of trees that grow or
are cultivated in the shape of a cone — (general term for) *aromatic trees*; *katsura tree*.

H 10) 71
As per =# (cone-shaped) + & jewel — jeweled *tablet/scepter*, the crown of which formed a
cone shape. *Silicon* is a meaning expressed by the compound H:5&.

B (1) 7 ;50
As per £=# (neat) + H field — a neat *ridge* that partitions fields.

B (14) 71,0
As per £=# (cone-shaped) + [ gate — small, cone-shaped *entrance* — (woman's) *bedchamber*
(led on to by such an entrance; compare [4]) — (elegant/refined) *woman*.

it (17) A7 A 80F;5<
As per =# (neat) + £ fish — *salmon* (« fish of a neat, attractive appearance; compare 1% and
F). fit: has also been used to refer to *blowfish/puffer* (fish).

T 3 v
A depiction of an object that stretches before bending into a U-shape. *Here*, *from*,
*interrogative particle®, *go*, and *exclamation of lament* are borrowed meanings.

i (6 v
As per T# (U-shaped) + & movement — take a U-shaped detour — *roundabout* movement.



e (8) U
As per T# (U-shaped) + [l dish/plate/bowl — *basin*; *bowl*.

7 Q) v
As per T# (U-shaped) + 5% thread — thread wound about an object — *wind*; *bend*.

1l

T (1) 7;HEIN
RN rain/natural phenomena + a variant of T# (U-shaped) — *rain ceremony* (« prayers raised to
the heavens to induce rain in return).

%= (6) 2;h

Variant# of T (U-shape) + K stand outstretched — stride/stretch over an object, the crotch
forming a U-shape (compare 45) — *extravagant* (« exaggerated pose). *Boast* is a borrowed
meaning via #5.

3 (8) =;<(%)

As per =# (U-shaped) + JJ sword/knife — *scoop out* in a U-shape — *gouge*; *bore*; *hollow
out*; *excavate*.

s (10) =, &7
As per Z# (U-shaped crotch) + P flesh — *crotch*. Compare #%.

(1) =5EnE
As per &# (U-shaped crotch) + 4K clothing — trousers («<— garment covering the crotch) —
*hakama* (long, pleated skirt worn by males over their kimono).

B (13) 20,5208 (5) ; F2 ()
As per =# (U-shaped crotch) + /& leg/foot — *straddle* or *stride over* an object, the crotch

A

forming a U-shape — *astride™®; *bestride*; *span*; *step over*. % was devised to replace % after

% lost its connection with "straddle."

B o(18) 7
H eye (doubled)# is a character indicating "make a circular sweep with the eyes." ¥ adds ££ short,

squat bird — bird looking about nervously (compare J& and %) — *look about™*; *stare at in
surprise*; *be surprised and fearful*.

woan 757
18 is as per #E# (look nervously about) + :[» heart/emotions — nervous emotion in the forms of
*fear*, *awe* or *apprehensiveness*. 1 is a variant form of #.

() v,y
As per fi#: *protect™ — *help*; *assist*. Here, A\ has no semantic function, being used simply to
create a derivative character conveying meanings that dropped from the original one. Compare 1f.

tH (9) =
As per £5# (protect) + 715 altar/the supernatural — protection/*help* extended by the gods.



@) vy
As per F# (extend) + A person (— human agency) — extend *help/assistance* to another
(compare 1£7). Also, *urge another to eat* (< assist by feeding).

H (9 U7 (D5)

As per f5# (extend) + 7~ roof/building — extend hospitality by offering a person shelter —
*tolerate/indulge* (another person's shortcomings) («— provide figurative coverage for another
person's needs/weaknesses) — *soothe™®; *calm*.

(A7) 1,27, LG ESCAH
As per f5# (extend) + £ fish — a long (= extensive) fish. The species originally intended is
obscure. *Tuna* is a borrowed meaning.

i (13) ¥

As per fii# (off-balanced) + & words — use *deceit* to put another off balance — *unreasonable*.

;M (12) =;2H;FT
As per il\# (pendent) + Y grass/plant — pendent, flowering heads of *wild rice* hanging above
the waterline.

B (8) =, £/ bh
As per £-# (throw) + A flesh — *thigh*; *crotch* (« throw one leg at a time over an object, such
as in straddling it).

HE (14) A5
#E# brilliant; gorgeous + A tree/wood — tree with gorgeous branches and foliage — (variety of)
*birch*.

& (9) Far,;, ODOE
[A# combines | . enclosure/frame + /A (long and curved) — corpse in a *coffin*, the body curled

rather than laid straight out. #& adds A tree/wood to denote a wooden coffin (in distinction to a
stone sarcophagus or coffin made of other material).

B (7) %av
As per F1# (scatter) + & double-pronged eating implement (— pitchfork-like implement) — scatter

animal feed. Later, & came to refer to the foodstuffs itself and, in Japan, to the *fragrance* given
off by *grain*.

B (14) F27;9F°
(J#1s E (feed animals) + % action indicator — feed animals. [][Was devised to replace E after

the latter's transformation of meanings. JE% adds /"~ building — *barn/stable* (in which farm
animals are sheltered and fed).

B Q) =7, 0E
As per JL# (skin eruption) + 7 illness (for emphasis/clarification) — *wart*.



#o(15) F;ox
Hi# (compass-like implement) + K tree/wood — variety of *zelkova* tree. One important
application of this wood in ancient China was for making precisely measured bows. That said, the

original reason for adding K tree/wood and creating #] may have been to replace #i and indicate
the implement in question.

B O(16) F;97003(9)
As per Hi# (observe) + 7X hole — observe through a hole — *peep through/into*; *spy (on)*;
*watch for*.

H (13) A 04
A variant of 2£ hinder, with EM replacing ==. *Ruled line(s)* is a borrowed meaning, influenced by
the reticulated pattern of a net.

WE (11) A 0H (T)
JE here a variant form of =£# (neat) + [ mouth — dogs baring their neatly sharpened fangs at each
other — *be at odds*; *quarrel*. For the idea of dogs tangling in a fight, compare X as described

in Jik.

B(11) HA500

JE here a variant form of =E# (cone-shaped) + [LI mountain — cone-shaped *cliff* — *precipice*.

&9 U;TA
As per =£# (cone-shaped) + 7K water — water collecting in a cone-shaped *hollow* — *swamp*;
*pond*; *pool of water*.

E (14) 7,7 ;< <F (Te)
As per {:£# (water collecting in a cone-shaped hollow) + 7< hole (for emphasis/clarification) — a
*hollow/depression* — *low place*.

oA A
JX# ash + Il dish/plate/bowl — *pot* for carrying away ashes — *bowl*; *helmet* (« shape
association).

& (10) A0 (D)
As per £=# (cone-shaped) + /[» heart/emotions — *be/get angry* (< an emotional state that is
pointy rather than round/harmonious).

) TA047 005 F5)
As per =£# (cone-shaped) + F hand/action indicator — create a cone-shaped object — *hang/be
hung from a high place* («— suspend from the top of a tall, cone-shaped object).

# (13) 7;132(%)
As per JJ# (rise high; be conspicuous) + 5 words — boastful words, likened to high-flying speech
— *boast* (compare %=, 7T and #%).

M (12) =; 02



As per =# (U-shaped) + JI\ pendent, oval-shaped melon/gourd — (U-shaped) *gourd* (compare
#8); (gourd-shaped) *pot*.

fill (13) =& 9&
JI\# melon (— shape indicator) + f4 horn — *large (wide-mouthed) goblet*, originally one made
of horn. Also via shape association, fill indicates an *inscribed wooden placard*.

B (13) F=;13z
An abbreviated form# of = (winding) + 77 bamboo — *round basket* (made of bamboo or other

material that has been wound about); *stackable boxes*. Also, by shape association, a *bundle of
rice plants®.

7 (12) =;21F
An abbreviated form of % (jar crammed full) + H5# (downward pressure) — narrow-mouthed,

wide-bodied *pot/container* (compare 28) filled with heavy contents. *Inner garden of a palace* is
a borrowed meaning, as are the minor meanings of *vital point* and *point on which one's places
one's hopes/expectations®.

i (7) ==
As per A # (fit together) + 7K water — close off a sluice (compare [#]) — *drying up/closing off of
a source of water* — *close* (an open object). *Freeze* is a borrowed meaning via {A..

= (18) =

#i# drum + H eye — (blind) *musician* — *blind person*; *musical troupe*. Also, *illiterate*
and *stupid* («— non-understanding < blind). In ancient China, blind persons were commonly
employed as court musicians.

B a7 0K 155)
The relevant seal inscription form is F# (U-shaped) + a variant of Ji£ (birdcage — frame) — U-
shaped, bright portion of the waning moon — *waning of the moon* — *grow small*; *loss*.

4 7
As per B# (look about) + 1T straight, crossing roads — vista offered by a highland *crossroads*.

e (13) ;08 F9K)
As per fii# (kneel) + /& leg/foot — *kneel*.

B (8) F=v

Fr# hill + & village/settlement — settlement on a *hill*.

&9 v
Originally, a depiction of a winding, serpentine creature. £ - refers to the legendary founder of the
Shang Dynasty. Distinguish & and 7& rabbit.

& (1) v
As per & # (wind/bend) + A person (— human agency) — person bending/hunched over —
*stoop*; *crouch* (compare [If).



 (16) 7
As per &# (wind/bend) + /& leg/foot — *hunch over*; *bend down* (compare 1%).

F(6) v A <IE(T)
As per T# (U-shaped) + I earth — *embankment*; *dike* (« particular type of U-shaped
earthen construction).

7 v
As per T# (U-shaped) + K tree/wood — wooden *tub* or round *drinking vessel*.

=09 v
As per T# (U-shaped) + 7T bamboo — *ancient musical instrument* constructed of curved pieces
of bamboo arranged in a U-shape.

5 (6) 4;v;2C

An abbreviated form# of #5 trowel + 1= earth — *plaster* mud with a *trowel*.

i (7) A;v;Z2C
Variant# of T (U-shaped) + K tree/wood — wooden, U-shaped *trowel* used in plastering —
% k

plaster*.

% (9) 4=
As per =# (U-shaped) + 7K water — U-shaped pool of *stagnant water* — *impure*; *dirty*.

5 (9) ;7355 0< (L)
As per Z# (U-shaped crotch) + % woman — the U-shaped crotch of a woman (compare %) —
*beautiful*.

B (22) 57

4 brilliant + 55 horse — *spectacular horse*.

£ (AD A7 04505 5)
As per =£# (neat) + ™ net — neatly netted prey — *be caught* (in/on) — *hinder*; *disturb*;
*obstruct*. Compare #E.

i (12) BA; LT
As per =# (neat) + 5% thread — neat pile of *thread*. Also, on account of the use of threads in
nets, an overlap with the meanings of Z: *be caught* (in/on) — *hinder*; *disturb*; *obstruct*.

o6 F;Fay
As per JU# (bump up against and bend/curve) + 7K water — *spring* near the base of a cliff, with
the discharged water curving away after hitting the cliff.

fii (8) *
As per fii#: *off-balanced* — *strange*. Compare #y. Here, A has no semantic function, being
used simply to create a derivative character conveying a nuance ("off-balanced") that dropped from



f.

B (13) *
As per =£# (neat) + /& leg/foot — stride neatly — *the length of a single stride* — *small amount*
(«— short distance).

Bl (19) ;922203 (0)
As per #i# (observe) + [ gate — *observe* through a gate — *steal a glance*. Compare fiT.

B (10) %=
An abbreviated form# of = (winding) + Y grass/plant — *taro*/*potato* with winding roots.
Compare .

i ®) 7
As per T# (U-shaped) + H eye — widen (= make round) the eyes — *watch/observe carefully*
(compare [#) — *be anxious about* (« pay close attention to a worrisome situation).

il (10) 7;565
As per T# (U-shaped) + & words — stretch the truth — *exaggerate* (compare 7%); *boast*
(compare % and ##).

B (23) 7,0 (D)

As per ## (look nervously about) +J illness — *emaciated* or *worn out* (on account of
nervous exhaustion).

HE (14) =

## brilliant + ‘K fire — *brilliant flames* of a fire — *brilliant*; *splendid*.

B (10) =
As per 5# (throw) + - sheep — one *ram* flinging itself against another in butting horns —
*black ram*.

# (13) WA
A variant of £ gown, with £ replacing &= — *gown*; *overcoat*. Also, a type of *ceremonial
clothing* during the Manchu Dynasty.

& (A1) 7060968

As per =£# (cone-shaped) + 4X clothing — *ceremonial gown* (cone-shaped garment worn by
women). Also, the *back hem of a garment*. 95X refers to both an outer garment (for women)
and an undergarment (for men) worn in Japan. Compare and contrast .

(15 =
As per JEi# (cover) + 4K clothing — *pants/trousers* covering the U-shaped crotch.

M) ;2<(%)
(&# (variant of (7 bone) + JJ sword/knife. Effectively, | is a variant of 53 as described in 7



(sever/separate a limb from its joint) — *cut™*.

i o(11) =
# hard; dried out + H insect — hard-shelled insect. The compound 11 refers to a mole cricket.

#® (18) Wz
A variant form# of B (enclose in the hands) + K grain/rice — enclose grain in the hands in
harvesting — *harvest*.

2 1) H

As per = (enclosure) + & village/settlement — *enclosure* about a village/settlement —
*quarters*; *red-light district*. The phonetic evidence suggests that the %= element in ¥ has
replaced a graphically similar element indicating a circular enclosure; compare 5%.

#% (18) 417 Shinjitai £ (8)

As per J&# (extend) + F hand/action indicator — *extend* — *enlarge*; *spread*.

e (11) A%
As per 5# (enclosed land) + 1 earth — enclosed land — *enclose*; *area*. Ji was devised to
replace 3 after the latter acquired its borrowed meanings.

K (12) 97;FE0O)
As per 3# (enclosure) + /[» heart/emotions — feelings of being circumscribed — *perplexity™* («—
be at a loss how to escape confinement) — *mislead*; *go astray* («— cause/result of perplexity).

(11) =27;<IZ  Shinjitai ®)
As per B# (enclosed land) + [] circular enclosure — enclosed area of land — *province*;
*district*; *native land*; *land*; *country*; *state*; *nation*. Like 1k, [&] was devised to replace

.

B (20) W7
As per BE# (look nervously about) + X hand — bird enclosed in the hands, and looking nervously
about, or in fright — *look about in fright, alarm or surprise*.

1 (23) W7,5600) ;200 (T)
As per ## (enclose in the hands) + T+ hand/action indicator — *seize*; *grasp* — *snatch away*;
*carry off™.

A5 9) A7
As per fi# (extend) + (2 village/settlement — extensive, *prosperous* settlement (compare if) —
*fragrant™ («— fragrance of prosperity/success).

2 (8) V758 (%) ;55 (W)
The relevant bronzeware inscription form combines X spear/halberd + [_]# circular enclosure (here
suggesting an enclosed parcel of land) — defend enclosed land/an enclosure. *A certain*, *a*,

*some*, *or*, and *possibly* are all borrowed meanings (compare ).



B (16) A%

As per 5# (enclosure) + [ gate — *threshold* of an enclosure, represented by a gate.

w (17) Hho
As per 5# (enclosure — enclose in grasping) + 1 neck/head — grasp (compare ## and #i#) an

enemy's head and *sever the left ear* (compare Hifi) — *cut off an ear*; *behead* — *dismiss*;
*fire* (from a job).

B (14) 7,00 (Fx%-FH-10)
As per [Bl# (enclosure) + F hand/action indicator — *grasp*/enclose an object in the hand —
*slap*.

B (14) H7 <5
Z[# enclosure; quarters + ) building — expansive (enclosed) building — *wide*; *spread."
*Enclosure*, *quarters* and *red-light district* are borrowed meanings via %[.

& (14 B270E (D)
= # demarcate/mark off + JJ sword/knife — *demarcate*/*mark off* with a bladed implement —
*divide*.

el (14) B2

As per [8# (enclosure) + M1 cloth — *woman's hood or other form of head covering*.

Ho(16) A0
H# deep + L= earth — deeply recessed area of *land* (compare [). The *shore of an inlet* is a
borrowed meaning, via V.

i (9) Far;a2r7, %
As per IfiL# (be filled) + 7K water — *irrigation ditch* filled with water.

# (28) B/ <b
As per B# (enclose in the hands) + 4> metal — *large hoe* with a curved blade, about which one
cups the hands.

B (12) B2
5 combines E[# enclosure + A tree/wood — *outer container enclosing a coffin*. #£ is a form
that came to supplant f3f.

% (10) A7
As per 8(# (enclosure) + Z pattern — pattern within a block, repeated numerous times over a
surface — *beautiful*; *luxuriant™ («— beautiful, luxuriant pattern).

W (15) 7175 O3 H
As per [B1# (enclosure) + P flesh — the hollow in which the knee is enclosed — *hollow/back of
the knee*.

Bo0) By



Z[# enclosure + 4 leather — *leather* or *skin* (that encloses a body or wrapped object).

¥ (22) 17
A variant form# of # (enclose a bird in the hands) + 4> metal — *pot* large enough to boil fowl or
animals whole.

8 (23) W7 F¥x7
As per ## (enclose in the hands) + /[ heart/emotions — *fear* (« fear experienced by captive
game) — *be in awe*.

" Q27 W7
As per ## (enclose in the hands) + /& leg/foot — *quick steps* such as taken in one's hand by a
captive bird in attempting to escape — *short steps*.

% (16) H7
A variant form# of # (enclose in the hands) + 7K water — release a *trickle* of liquid from cupped
hands — *drip*. Also, *boil* in cooking («— add a trickle of liquid ingredients and boil them).

e (23) W7
As per #+# (enclose in the hands) + K dog/beast — large, predatory *ape* (« take prey captive in

the hands). Compare the phonetically close ) and #% as well as the more common character %, all
of which refer to simians.

B (20) Fv7

The left-hand element# combines H eye + K dog/beast, suggesting a captive animal casting
nervous glances all about (compare ££, in which the nervous creature is a bird). % adds 5 bird —
a captive *shrike* (compare Bft).

W (16) =V
& combines & moated village + £ short, squat bird — birds contained in a marsh adjacent to a

moated village. £ combines T+ hand/action indicator + J#, originally a variant of &ff — contain a
bird, whether in a cage or by wrapping the hands around it — *hold*; *embrace*; *protect™.

S (6) =T O O (D)
The relevant oracle bone form of this character combines an abbreviated form# of ’. (extend the

arms) + ‘X fire — extend the arms in holding up a torch — (radiant) *light*; *shine*; *ray*;
*beam®; *flash*; *glimmer™; *glitter*; *glare*; *sparkle*.

| (12) av;Av;&;& () Shinjitai 37 (11)

The relevant bronzeware inscription form combines an arrow + an abbreviated form# of Jt: (light
extending from a torch) — flaming arrow extending through the air in flight — *yellow™* (« color
of the flames).

(15 Avskz
As per #5# (extend) + /N tree/wood — bars extending at length — *side*; *horizontal* —
*width*; *breadth*; *woof* (thread); *lie/lay down*.



B (15) 2w, 0A W 035115 F5-H5-R°HY)  Shinjitai J& (5)

As per #i# (extend) + /' building — long building that extends far over its locale — *stretch*;
*extensive™®; *spacious™; *vast®; *spread*; *widespread™; *enlarge* — *be popular® («—
widespread popularity).

(23) =2 Shinjitai $L (13)
As per E# (extend) + 4> metal — *ore*; *mineral* (< metallic elements found extensively

through the earth). Compare the original sense of <& (gold contained here and there within the
earth).

£ @) AV
The relevant oracle bone form of this character is a person extending from earth (bottom line) to the
arched heavens (top line) — *king* («— ruler whose dominion extends from earth to heaven,

bringing them into harmony; compare £ and 7).

IE (7) Fav;<50)

As per £# (extend) + K dog/beast — dog that runs *wild* and extensively (compare = and %f)
— *mad*; *crazy* — *manic*; *enthusiastic*. Also, *function improperly* (« fail to act
normally).

% 8) v

The relevant seal inscription form is +# (extend) + a stylized rendering of an oracle bone character
combining a leg in motion + ¥ movement — make an extensive journey — *go*; *gone* —
*past*. There is no etymological connection between 1E and &-.

2 (9 av;Av
As per F# (extend) + an abbreviated form of B (original/originally) — originator of a ruling

dynasty, one that extends from earth to heaven — *emperor*. Here, £ also lends the specific
notion "ruler."

K (5) A7 ()
A depiction of flowing water splitting into numerous distributaries that stretch far into the distance
— *long period of time*; *everlasting®; *forever*.

K 8) =1, BLK)

As per 7K# (stretch far) + 7K water — *float*/*swim* a long distance.

ak (12) =A; X (Te)

As per 7k# (stretch far) + & words — *chant/recite* a poem by prolonging one's voice — *sing*.

Lo (5) A Fav iz
The relevant oracle bone form of this character combines JL person + a large head — large-headed
person extending the arms in prayer. *Elder brother* is a borrowed meaning. Note how the original

connection with prayer is preserved in P4, and in L.

Wo(8) Fav

As per JL# (extend) + 7K water — extensive body of water. *Situation* is a borrowed meaning.



= (3) Fav; I

A depiction of a bowstring stretching between the two ends of its flexible, curved *bow™.

e (12) vk 8 T
The relevant seal inscription form of /& combines X hand and a bending line representing an

elbow — extend the arm toward an object. K is /~# (extend) + ££ short, squat bird — male bird
extending its wings to display authority — *male*; *strong®*; *brave*; *manly*.

2 (14) =A;3H)(25) ;1% (%x%) Shinjitai % (9)
CJ# s ‘K fire (doubled) + ~ cover (— fire ring) — campfire burning within a fire ring. To (1]

(curve about), 5& adds A tree/wood — blossoming flowers that curve about a tree — *blossom*;
*thrive*; *flourish*; *be attractive®; *be conspicuous*; *be brilliant* — *prosper*; *boom*;
*shine*; *glory*.

% (16) 77 1;1%7=% Shinjitai # (11)
As per [J#hs described in £& (curve about) + H insect — insect (such as a glow-worm) that

P

produces a ring of light — *firefly*. Compare the idea of illumination in =

B (17) =A;\&72(Te) Shinjitai & (12)
As per [1#hs described in 4§ (curve about) + an abbreviated form of ‘B (wrapped about/enclosed)
— circular military encampment (compare =), illuminated by torchlight (compare the idea of

illumination in #%) — *camp*; *barracks* — *conduct* (business); *perform*; *build* (< set up
camp).

B (21) 47;&5  Shinjitai £ (10)
224 extend about + K tree/wood — flowering blossoms extending about a tree (compare 4%) —
variety of plum tree — *cherry tree*; *red*; *pink*.

i (13) 71 ;07T (K-1F5)
As per tH#: incline one's head — *tilt*; *incline*; *lean*; *list* (to one side); *slant*; *sink*;
*decline™®; *concentrate* (on) («— incline one's head toward a desk) — *squander®; *ruin* («

decline). Here, A has no semantic function, being used simply to create a derivative character
conveying meanings that dropped from the original one.

1 (2) Fav; oA
Originally, a depiction of a marker hung on a fence. The meanings *border* and *distant™ suggest
that the marker indicated a distant borderline, or border post. The relevant bronzeware inscription

form adds an element indicating a particular place, creating the variant form [r].

# (7)) Fav;rA1;Vy
A representation of a ventilation hole# (compare [7]) + J\ split right and left — *bright* light
streaming through a pair of ventilation holes made on opposite sides of a roof — *clear*.

i (8) Fav; A
[F]# as described in [ ] (distant) + 1= earth — *remote lands*.



W9 Fav;, 71
[F]# as described in [ ] (distant) + :X fire — bright fire clearly visible even at a distance —
*bright*; *clear*. Compare /&.

E (10) 3v
{# a variant of )I| river + (& village/settlement — moat (compare [2) encircling a settlement —
moated *village*.

LH (1) 71;25

H head + an abbreviated form# of ft. transformation — incline one's head, transforming one's
posture — *for a moment/short time* (« incline the head briefly) — *lately/recently* («— short
time ago); (vague period of) *time*.

6 (16) —=A
As per tE# (incline) + “K grain/rice — sharp ears/spikes of a grain plant, inclining on account of
their weight — *outstanding* («— sharp).

5% (10) =¥
As per Jt# (light extending from a torch) + H sun/day — bright sunlight (compare B and iT)
extending over the land — *shining*; *clear*.

% (13) 275135
As per 52# (extend) + 11 cloth — rounded piece of cloth extending over a frame — *canopy*;
*cloth screen*; *curtain®. Also, (soft) *vehicle roof™.

B (13) =2v
As per 5&# (extend) + 7K water — long, *wide* stretch of water. Compare {t and E.

pe (10) =7

As per Jt# (extend) + P flesh — *bladder* (< expanding internal organ; compare ).

B (19) =¥
As per E# (extend) + H sun/day — extensive sunlight (compare & and ) — *spacious* —
*emptiness* («— empty space).

E (6) F¥av

As per T# (extend) + [ enclosure/frame — extend within/over a container or framing object —
*reform™®; *correct® («— spread and conform to the contours of a containing/framing object) —
*assist®; *save* («— aid in reforming/correcting).

FE (10) Fav;hEH
As per [£# (extend within a framing object) + K tree/wood — *wooden frame* (of a door) —
*threshold™*; *sill*.

iE 8) AV
As per £# (extend) + H sun/day — extensive sunlight (compare 5 and ) — *flourishing*;
*prosperous* («— extensive prosperity; compare ).



FE 8 A7 EWT0)
As per F# (extend) + K tree/wood — strong wind (compare J&|) extending tree branches and
forcing them to *bend* — *force* (v.); *distort*. Also, *perverse* and *in vain*.

Eo (1) Fvay,BERED
As per 2:# (ruler) + an abbreviated form of J&l wind (here suggesting a force blowing far and wide)
— a mythical (female) bird regarded as the ruler of the avian world — female *phoenix*. Compare

7 (12) 2y
As per 2:# (extend) + ¥ movement — *wander* extensively. Compare 12.

& (13) 2y
As per 2:# (extend) + ‘K fire — extensive fire/flames — *bright*; *glittering*; *gleaming*.
Compare /.

I (15) 2wl
As per 2:# (extend) + H insect — variety of *locust®, swarms of which extend over a wide area.

5L (5) =V
I\ here a shape indicator + =# (flexible) bow — widen a bow by drawing back on its bowstring —
*wide*; *big*; *widen*; *broaden*; *spread*. Compare 7.

7 (7)) 2y
As per /a# as described in % (extend) + 7 roof/building — extensive parameters of a building —
*wide*; *vast*; *grand*. Compare 5..

s (8) =7, UL
Ir# as described in #f (extend the arm) + P flesh — *elbow* («— enabling extension of the arm).
W is for emphasis/clarification.

i (10) =7
As per /i# as described in & (extend) + 5% thread — extend/*stretch* a *rope* — *broad*.

QD) AU;oK<nT
As per [J#hs described in 4% (curve about) + 5 bird — bird with a neck-band — *bush warbler*.

o 3) Av

A depiction of bent (human) legs — *bend*; *lame*.

% (16) F7;55()
As per %# (contain) + 1= earth — earthen walls that wrap about and confine — *obstruct*; *block
in/off*.

FE (14) Fav; 7255 0T) ;726 ()



As per JE# (run wild) + 5 words — wild, deceptive words — *deceive*/*swindle*.

E (12) Fav; =k
As per [£# (extend within a framing object) + 17 bamboo — objects extending within a *bamboo
basket*.

e 9 2w
As per Jt# (extend) + 7K water — long stretch of water — *widespread water*. Compare % and
.

e (12) 278 ;b
As per Y# (extend) + 5% thread — long *silk floss* (compare ##&) — *lustrous silk*.

T 9) 7A;¥av;135 ()
[F]# as described in [ ] (distant) + & movement — be *far in the distance*; *distant* — *widely
separated™.

oAy 4

Abbreviated form# of /il clear + 5% thread — clear (= transparent), *unlined garment*. Compare
g%

z=<.

E (7) A
As per F# (extend) + 7K water — *widespread water* (compare I, /# and i7?); *great volume*
(of water; compare ¥ and ). Also, a *large pond* (« water-filled depression).

7 (12) 27,6t D)
As per £:# (extend) + /C» heart/emotions — fraught, extended emotions, in the form of anxiety —
*be anxious* (compare i£) — *fear*. Compare also {fE.

B (15 av;enteb; 727
As per 2:# (extend) + 77 bamboo — extensive *bamboo grove*. Also, a large variety of
*bamboo*.

2 (13) av;neE
As per £:# (extend) + & movement — *be at great leisure* to wander extensively. *Be anxious* is

a borrowed meaning via {£.

PR (12) =2

As per 2:# (extend) + - piled earth — (extensive) *dry moat*. Compare &,.

il (20) =7, OB
As per 2# (extend) + £ fish — *sturgeon* («— one variety of large fish). In Japan, the character
can also refer to a variety of *carp*.

g (18) v ;&7

As per E# (extend) + 1= earth — extensive *open wilderness* — *deserted*; *empty*; *hole*;



*pit* — *grave*.

W21 =av
As per E# (extend) + 5% thread — (extensive strands of) *fine silk*. Compare 7.

& (25) 22U
As per #5# (extend) and as per [J[ak described in £ (obtain knowledge) — large *school*; *school
building*. Compare %.

. (13) A1 I»

As per [1#hs described in 48 (curve about) + I earth — *cemetery* (« parcel of encircled land).

£ (15) =A; 0 (502 ;UMY
As per [1#hs described in 4§ (curve about) + & jewel — *halo* given off by jewels — *clarity*.
Also, a *stone as beautiful as a gem*.

Wk (8) —=A;9572(9)
Effectively a variant form of 7k (chant; recite): *long, plaintive cry*; *prolong the voice* in
singing.

L (8) 4w

5L# wide + 7K water — *wide*, deep body of (clear) water.

B (20) AV
An abbreviated form# of 22 extend about + 1 bulging earthenware jug/vase — *pot/jar* with a
small mouth, long neck, and that bulges in the middle (compare £).

g€ (13) ;2,005 (<)
Originally an abbreviated, variant form of &f as described in ## (contain). Eventually, % took on

independent status with meanings similar to $, namely, *gently wrapped/enveloped* and *block
off*.

5 (16) —A;37;0 (BT %)
As per [J#hs described in 5& (curve about) + 5% thread — thread that encircles/winds about —
*surround*; *entwine*; *entangle™.

it (8) AV ;&b (W)
As per E# (extend) + JC a variant of J lame — *lame* person whose legs extend at odd angles —
*weak™.

E 9) Fav;av

As per [£# (extend within a framing object) + /[» heart/emotions — *fear* extending throughout
the heart. Compare 2.

i @®) 741

[F]# as described in [ ] (distant) + 7K water — *distant* *expanse of water reaching far and wide*
(compare L, # and J%). Also, *cold* (« chilly waters).



R Q) 74
[F]# as described in [ ] (border) + /& door — door serving as a border between a residence and the
outside world. Eventually the term came to refer to a *bolt/bar* used to lock a door (compare ).

B (15) 7 A

[F]# as described in [ ] (distant) + 5§ horse — a *strapping horse*, native to distant locales.

% (14) 71,4
As per [#hs described in 4§ (curve about) + ‘K fire — *bright* halo given off by *lamplight* —
*light*; *dazzling® — *be led astray* («— be dazzled and thereby confused).

% (16) 7A;%av,;, ez

Ek# clear + 4% clothing — *unlined garment™* («— transparent material < clear). Compare iffil.

i (20) —A
As per Z&# (curve about) + H insect/creature — a roundish/oblong creature. The compound ##%
refers to a turban shell, while ¥ indicates a newt.

2 1) a2v;&FXL0G)

As per 2:# (extend) + A person — person who roams extensively — *wander*. Compare 1&.

# (12) 27,0500
As per /i# as described in f (extend) + FH gate — *wide* *gate* that extends far in opening and
closing — *barrier*.

it (13) =2

As per Jt# (extend) + 4 horn — wide *goblet* made of rhino horn. Compare %#¥%.

# (15) 2, 4v

As per #5# (extend) + 7K water — *wide expanse of water* (compare 7, I and %) — *pond*.

g (17) a7, A

As per Z&# (curve about) + [LI mountain — curving range of *high mountains*.

T (18) =¥
[# here an abbreviated form# of 3# open wilderness + K dog/beast — *wild, undomesticated dog*
— *uncivilized*; *coarse*.

ZE (22) =V
As per JE# (contain) + £ food/eating — *(prepared) food in a container* — *boiled food*;
*breakfast®.

#® (7)) av
As per 2# (extend) + 42 metal — an extensive *ceremonial weapon* resembling a broad ax. *The
sound of bells and drums* is a meaning properly appertaining to the compound #2#%.



W (10) =v
7e# wide + 7K water — *wide expanse of water*. Compare £, [ and J#.

& (18) =Lz
As per #5# (extend) + 1T bamboo — long *reed* of a bamboo flute.

P (1) F7Fay

As per J£# (run wild) + & movement — *roam*; *ramble*; *wander*. Compare 7.

E (11) Fav;av;£57
As per [£# (extend within a framing object) + H eye — eye extending over its *eye socket™* —
*eyelid*. Compare & .

gt (4) T v bhe

As per JL# (head) + a horizontal line — *head* — *origin*; *cause*; *raw material*; *capital*;
*prime element* («— head as source and beginning; compare 58) — *former* (« prior « original).
ot was devised to replace JL after the latter lost its original connection with the head.

5 (1) AV
As per Jt# (round) + ~ roof/building — be surrounded completely — *complete*; *fulfill*;
*end*.

B (10) A
As per 5&# (surround completely) + B piled earth — surrounding earthen *wall* — *mansion*;
*building™®; *garden® (« structure/place surrounded by a wall).

H (13) v
As per Jt# (rounded/oval head) + H head — rounded/oval head — *stubborn* («— make no
progress in convincing another «— circular discussion going round and round in a person's head;

compare i) — *stout®. jiH was devised to convey the original sense of Jt, but it too acquired
extended meanings.

B (9) v inATRD
As per Jt# (rounded/oval head) + an element combining — cover and ~]" hand/action indicator —
object placed on and adhering to the head — *crown*.

" (8) v
The relevant oracle bone form of | is a depiction of objects that have been accumulated and

wrapped. B adds ~ roof/building — a number of people wrapped about/enclosed in an (official)
building — *government*; *official* — *human organ* (« object controlling a variety of

functions, in the manner of an official). Compare .

FE(12) A2 00

As per B # (wrap about/enclose) + K tree/wood — wooden *coffin* in which a corpse is enclosed.

% (14) B



As per 'E'# (wrap about/enclose) + 77 bamboo — (bamboo) *pipe*; *tube*; *flute*. There is no
longer any specific connection with bamboo. *Control* is a borrowed meaning via the acquired,

associated meaning of ', here possibly with respect to the control exercised in playing a wind
instrument; compare 5%.

il (16) 1 R00e
As per 'E# (official building) + & food/eating — official building for taking meals — (large)
*building™®; *inn*; *shop*. Also, *fort*, *mansion* and *place where cultural activities are held*.

7% 8) v
The relevant seal inscription form of [1#khows the palm of an open hand (symbolizing a handprint

as a guarantee) + /I pair of hands (suggesting the parties involved in a transaction) — wooden slat
on which handprints were made as a guarantee. As proof of a transaction, this slat was cut in two,
each piece wrapped/rolled up with an encircling cord, and one piece given to each of the two parties

involved. 7% adds JJ sword/knife (for emphasis/clarification) — cut slats serving as proof of a
transaction into two pieces — *draft*; *certificate*®; *ticket™.

B (8) W EE;£(K)  Shinjitai & (9)
As per [#hs described in %% (wrap/roll up) + a bending figure — *curl*; *roll*; *roll up*; *reel*;
*coil*; *wind* (up/around) — *volume* (of a set of *books*, originally, rolled *scrolls*).

(11) 47> Shinjitai (12)
4# curl + [] circular enclosure — pen or cage that curls about captive animals — *range*;
*orbit*; *sphere* (of influence).

O 10) Z7osids
J " cliff + an abbreviated form# of & spring — round spring at the base of a cliff — *origin*.
*Field* and *plain* are borrowed meanings.

TR (13) 7o Alphé

J5# origin + 7K water — *origin* of a *source* of water — *trace*; *fountain*.

FE (19) A hani(ne))
As per Ji# (round) + H head — round head. Eventually, i came to be associated with the idea of

a notion that circulates persistently in the brain (compare & and Ji£), leading to the extended
meanings *wish*; *desire*; *hope* — *request™®; *petition*; *application*.

g 10 1~
The relevant oracle bone form of this character combines |_[# circular enclosure + a tripod kettle —

(the *circumference* of a) *round*, tripod kettle — *number* («— counter for round objects «
round objects) — *member* («— number of people; compare the expression "per capita," along with

the character ).

H(19) A
E# round (— perfectly round — harmonious) + & sound — *rhyme*; *meter*; *tone* («
rounded/harmonized sound).



(13) =2 ;&% ()  Shinjitai [ (4)
E# round + [] circular enclosure — *round/circular* enclosure — *spherical*; *yen* (« round
coin).

" (9) B
As per B# (circle about) + ' roof/building — circle about a structure in proclaiming —
*announce*; *state*.

H (9 =&
As per B # (circle about) + - earth — earthen *wall* that circles about an enclosure — *fence*;
*hedge™.

B (7)) v

=# was originally 3% (wrap about/enclose) + H eye — all-encompassing observation (compare
#1). In derivative characters, the "all-encompassing" aspect of = takes the aspect "circularity." B&
adds & jewel — jeweled *ring*/bracelet — *circle*; *surround*. *Return* is a borrowed meaning

yz=28

via i&. For "ring," compare #%; for "bracelet," compare .

= (16) B
As per iZ# as described in B (circular) + & movement — *circulate* (compare 1#) and *return*
— *circle*; *look back*. For the meaning "look back," compare 4.

(13) =2 ;%D
[ circular enclosure + a variant of z# (wrap about/enclose) — fields and gardens enclosed by a
fence — *garden* — *villa*; *country house*.

w(13) =2 A LB ()
As per Z=Z# (wrap about/enclose) + Z movement — move a great *distance* within enclosed
territory (compare 1#, &, and JB) — *distant*; *far*.

® (13) =2 &5
K dog/beast + 3=Z#. The original form of the character, however, was K + % (twist about) — the
twisting figure of an ape or *monkey*.

% 12) =
As per Z# (twist an object about a stick) + 5 hand/action indicator — *assist*/*help* the creation
of a tool or the completion of a task by twisting an object (whether or not around a stick).

& (15) B2 % (W dp D% R070)
As per &# (twist about) + 5% thread — twist knotted threads in loosening them — *loose*;
*slack*®; *relieve™®; *relax* — *gentle* (curve etc.); *slow*.

W B) HFL; FH500-d5D)
The relevant seal inscription form is A person bending beneath a curved line# suggesting a cliff

(compare %5) — *round*; *circular*; *spherical* (« posture of the figure) — *roll up*; *make a
ball of*; *wad up*. Also, *entire* («— complete <— round). *Suffix in the names of ships* is by

confusion with the classical Japanese term %4 (maro), meaning "lineage."



## (25) U Shinjitai & (12)
&4 bend/curve + 7K water — curving body of water — *gulf*; *bay* — *inlet*.

i (12) V59T
%6# bend + P flesh — (flexible) *wrist* — *arm* — *talent*; *ability* (< accomplishments <
things accomplished with the hands/arms). For wrist and arm, compare #i.

B (13) soEn
The relevant seal inscription form of 5 # combines A flesh + a round shape — reel (= unwind) the
thread from the cocoon of a silkworm. #f adds 5% thread — *silk* threads. Compare .

Wi (18) 7 Fwp
A variant form of I11# cloth + an element combining 5% thread and H insect — *silkworm
cocoon*, from which silk is produced. Compare #H.

o (12) B0 (2% DD)
As per ## (draw out of/away from) + T hand/action indicator — *change*, *replace*,
*exchange™ or *substitute* one object for another after drawing the old one out of its position.

# (15) H> Shinjitai & (13)
The relevant seal inscription form of the lower element# is a depiction of a mountain goat with

widely spaced horns. % adds ~* roof/building — *spacious* building in which one can relax —
*magnanimous®; *generous* («— broad-minded).

1 (4) v EEAL
The relevant seal inscription form is a reverse image of the seal inscription form of ¥~ (stretch),
suggesting the faintly visible tip of a thread stretching/protruding beyond a surface. The present

style combines X slender thread with an element signifying a slight wavering. The common
reference is to a faintly wavering, slender thread — *illusion*; *vision*; *specter*; *phantom* —
*confusion®.

¥ 05 v

The relevant bronzeware inscription form shows *slender* threads twisted together and thus linked
— *darkness* («— so slender as to be barely perceptible, a situation likened to darkness) —
*obscure*; *mysteriousness*; *black™.

# (19) B39 (H25)  Shinjitai #) (13)
¥E# is W grass/plant + an element combining [T mouth (doubled) and ££ squat bird — flock of

birds above a marsh, in circular uniformity. #)j adds /J power/energy — offer a uniform
recommendation/suggestion etc. — *recommend* *suggest*; *advise®; *encourage*; *offer*.

#E (21) 47> ;= Shinjitai #E (15)
As per £E# as described in #j) (circular uniformity) + /A< tree/wood — circular pieces of wood
counterbalancing each other — *power* counterbalancing that of another — *right*; *authority*.

# (21) #> Shinjitai & (15)



As per £E# as described in #J) (circular uniformity) + /X bent, open-mouthed figure — group of like
individuals enjoying eating and/or conversing — *pleasure®; *joy*.

Bl (24) 4> Shinjitai & (18)
As per £E# as described in #j (circular uniformity) + 5. see — panoramic *view* (compare % as
described in BR) — *look*; *see*; *appearance*.

 (6) Hv

A depiction of a bulging jug or vase — *round container®; *boiler*; *can*.

®(12) b
The left-hand element is a variant of 2%, which is K tree/wood + 7= altar/the supernatural — press
a knife to carve characters into offerings made of soft wood from a Chinese apple tree. 7K is as per

/K# (cavity) + the left-hand element to suggest a block on which characters were carved — carve
characters into a block by scooping out wood (creating cavities) — engrave; engraved characters.
* Amity*, *clause* and *sincerity* are borrowed meanings.

I (3) 'shb
A depiction of a curving *river* boring its way through the earth in linking distant points. Compare
{Al. In characters such as ¥ and &, )| appears in the form {X.

Aoy rv
As per JI[# (bore through) + 5 words — (a) *teaching* («— words that allow one to bore through a
difficult problem) — *interpret®; *KUN reading® of a Han/Chinese character («— grasp the

signification of a character «— comprehend in learning; the contrast is to 7, where the idea is to
read a character for its sound).

B (1) B o580 (K)

Originally, a depiction of two rounded seashells, pierced and adhering closely in being strung
together — *pierce*; *penetrate*; *go through* (compare ). *Consistent® and *carry out* are
extended meanings. The present form combines H shell/commodities + H}#, a depiction of a
cowrie shell (distinguish from H}).

B (14) m72 (69 -05)

E# penetrate; go through + .[» heart/emotions — condition created by going through an
action/activity to the point of thorough penetration — *become/make accustomed to* — *train*;
*exercise®; *custom® — *become skillful*.

B b TH09)
FE# pierce + /[ heart/emotions — *worry*; *suffer* (« heart that is figuratively pierced) — (be)
*111*; *trouble*.

B (19) #2200 (30%)H&  Shinjitai B (14)
The lower element# is as per Y} (two boards pierced by a connecting rod) + 4 slender thread
(doubled) — connect two objects by piercing each and inserting thread or cord through holes in

them (compare & and Z¢). % adds [ gate — *shut* a gate by connecting its two doors with a
*bolt* or *bar* — *connect*; *barrier®; *checkpoint®. Also, *be involved* («— have a connection



with).

9 TV
The relevant bronzeware inscription form is . vehicle + an obsolete element indicating "wrap" —
circular military encampment (compare &) formed by chariots — *army* — *soldier*; *battle*.

O (12) Ui ()

As per E# (circularity) + & movement — *move about in a circle* (compare i) — *transport*;
*carry*; *convey* — (make) *progress*; *manage/carry out* (an undertaking). *Fate* comes from
the idea of the circulation of good and evil in the course of one's life; compare 2.

B (T 7V ER

As per Ft# (ruler who brings heaven and earth into harmony) + F mouth — ruler whose
commands create a harmonious group. The meaning *you* originally was with respect to social
superiors, but in modern Japanese is used toward social equals or subordinates.

B (10) 7w
As per F£# (group) + £ village/settlement — administrative group — *district*; *county* —
*division of an administrative unit*.

B (13) 7o b (03%) ;T (L 11D)
As per £# (group) + °F sheep — *flock™ of sheep — *group*; *crowd*; *herd*; *swarm*;
*mob*; *throng*; *cluster™.

B ®) =~
H here an abbreviated form# of fiJ (cycle/circle) + Lt line up — a figurative or actual circle (of
people) — *companions*; *group™ — *insect® («— swarm of insects).

B (1) 2252({0)  £(8%- L5 ED)
As per E&# (circular group) + 7K water — assemble and *mix/stir* in a round container a variety of
soluble objects — *blend*.

(7) =2;,2% (%)
[ 1# circular enclosure + A tree/wood — bale of wood tightly encircled in being bound by a cord
— *distress*; *difficulty*; *trouble* — *be at a loss*.

(1) *v
As per [H# (round) + W grass/plant — *fungus* (round growth that appears on vegetation) —
% %

germ*.

¥ (1) F

ZJ# uniform + = earth — level earth to uniform height — *even*; *equal*; *average*.
g q g

] (6) Varvar
An abbreviated form# of =) (arrange in a circle) + H sun/day — one *cycle of ten days*
(according to a traditional calendar). *The season when foods taste their best* is by extension from

the minor meaning of "pervade" («— time when fish, fruits and vegetables are to be found all over/at
their peak).



B (12) A2 B2l FED05)
[(J#]s a depiction of a curved lid fitting its container in holding in the contents. iii adds 7K water —
hold in moisture and keep an object *warm/hot*. iii transforms the top element of [1limto H, but
(103 the style found in derivative characters such as i, #i, #fi, Bfi etc.

&) (16) 7> Shinjitai B (15)
ZE here an abbreviated form# of 3 fragrance + /J power/energy — the (figuratively) fragrant
result of effort — *merit*.

¥ (17) 7> 08 (-%)  Shinjitai #E (16)
HE# smoke + P grass/plant — plant the *smoke* of which carries a fragrant *scent* —
*fragrance™®; *perfume®; *aromatic*. Also, *smolder*.

E (12) vri<b
As per =# (adhering vapors) + [ rain/natural phenomena — *cloud* (vapor-filled, steam-like
object).

3L (14) 3 7=FLN
B ghost; demon + =# (adhering vapors) — *soul*; *spirit* (vaporous object of indeterminate
form).

% (16) 7

As per B# (be suspended) + & connection — be connected in hanging suspended — *hang
suspended in-between* — *prefecture® («— political unit suspended between the central and local
governments).

B 9 v
A depiction of an upside-down, severed head (compare #), which it was a custom to *suspend in
midair* from a high place (to serve as a warning to potential criminals). In Japan, % was also

adopted as a Shinjitai (new character form) to replace "%, according to which % also conveys the
meanings *hang suspended in-between* and *prefecture®.

[ 1) =
A line, originally curved, that penetrates from top to bottom — *vertical penetration® such as of
water emerging from a spring (compare J5U/JJi) or of skewered objects (compare ).

Jr 4 (1~
| # line that penetrates from top to bottom + X hand/action indicator — ruler who brings heaven
(top) and earth (bottom) into harmony (compare %) — *oversee*; *govern*; *overseer*.

(7)) Arkrs<L
| # line that penetrates from top to bottom + what were originally two circular objects — *pierce*

round objects (compare Hl' and %7), which adhere closely in being strung together — *skewer*;
*spit* (n.).

g (5) B



A depiction of two boards pierced by an elliptical connecting rod (compare & and %F). Later, Y/
came to refer to a *children's hairstyle* in which two tufts or braids were run through and held in
place by a hairpin.

B O(10) v
As per = roof/building + F.# subject; retainer — palace servant — *government official*;
*serve™.

ZE (9) 'L (2) 1K)

7%# hole + 7 fangs/mesh — using fangs, pierce a hole — *make a hole*; *dig*; *drill* — *pass
through*; *pass an object through*; *penetration®; *investigate thoroughly*. Also, *wear/put on*
(footwear) («— foot that penetrates the hole of footwear). For the idea of piercing, compare & and

ih.

% (10) =
Effectively a variant form of %6 (bend beneath a cover), the substitution of % (variant form of &

rabbit) for the two bending figures in %6 suggesting a rabbit crouching under the cover in which it is
trapped — *be framed/falsely accused*.

% (8) =2 dHT; T
The relevant seal inscription form shows two figures bending beneath a cover (compare #.) —
*bend* (= make the body round) in concealment — *wind*. *As if*, *just like*, *addressed (to)*

and *allotment* are borrowed meanings. In derivative characters, 4G exerts either the conceptual
influence "bend" (¥ 1% #i etc.) or "circular" (58 # 5 etc.).

wmio(11) T
%6# bend + % woman — the *graceful* figure of a bending (= supple) woman — *gentle*;
*beautiful*. For the coupling of "supple" and "beauty," compare 5.

i (11) 76 (%) ;6K b UF5)
%6# bend + T hand — (flexible) wrist — *arm* — *wrench from/off* — *snatch from* —

*tear/break off*. For wrist and arm, compare .

wio(12) Tv
As per %i# (circular) + /X tree/wood — round *wooden bowl* (in which food is served) —
*wooden cup*. Compare 3, i and 0.

Wi (13) T
As per %6# (circular) + 4 stone (— stoneware; chinaware) — round *bowl* — *teacup*. Compare
Yii, # and $i.

Bi (15) x—v
As per %G# (circular) + 5. bean — round peas (in a flexible pod) — *pea*.

Bi (15) =2 5H58()

%6# bend + /& leg/foot — *bend/stoop* — *writhe*; *squirm*; *struggle* («— contort < bend).



Ao (8) T Ay D
An abbreviated form# of %6 (bend) + ¥ grass/plant — winding enclosure for flowers, trees or
animals — *pasture®; *farm*; *park™®; *garden*.

"9 AT OB (B Te)
An abbreviated form# of 45 bend + :[» heart/emotions — bent, warped emotions — *enmity*;
*hatred*; *grudge*. Compare /fi.

B (16) = ;4
An abbreviated form# of 8 bend + & bird — *male mandarin duck*. In contrast to the female of
the species, &, the male has feathers on the flank that bend/curl up.

#E(20) B2 Z ()
As per £E# as described in #j (circular uniformity) + 7K water — *pour* liquid, causing it to
circulate — *irrigate*; *flow into*. For the idea of a great flow, compare .

W (24) HiE
As per £E# as described in #)) (circular uniformity) + {fi bulging earthenware jug/vase — wide-
mouthed, bulging earthenware jug/vase — *vessel*; *can* — *boiler*.

= (14) 7~

As per # (place over a fire) + ‘K fire — *smoke* rising from an object being burned — *smoke*
(v.); *darken*.

fE (18) 7 WA (T+2) ;<75 (5) ;<3 (~5)
TE# smoke + ‘K fire (for emphasis/clarification) — smoking fire — (to) *smoke*; *smolder*;
*fumigation*®; *oxidation*.

oy =255
The relevant bronzeware inscription form of the right-hand element# is a depiction of a deep, round

basin filled with water, such as found at the base of a waterfall. {ii adds 7K water (for
emphasis/clarification) — *deep pool*; *deep waters* — *profound* («— profundity <— deep pool).
Also, *depths*, *abyss* and *pond*.

@) A~
The relevant seal inscription form shows a human figure running in chasing or being chased
(compare K). *Consent*; *permit*, *sincere* and *peaceful* are borrowed meanings.

Z] (4 A~
The relevant bronzeware inscription form shows a variant# of F (harmonious circle) + —. (align)
— objects arranged in a neat circle — *equal*; *uniform* — (place in) *balance*; *even*.

$ (12) v
ZJ# uniform + 4 metal — piece of metal of uniform weight — *unit of weight* (approximately
7.7 kilograms).



o (9) v
The relevant bronzeware inscription form is /I pair of hands + an element# indicating a woman
with spread thighs — draw a fetus out of/away from the womb. *Bright*, *exchange* and

*replace* are borrowed meanings via 4.

M (13) v
As per #4# (draw out of/away from) + ‘K fire — *bright*/*brilliant* flame(s) drawn away from a
fire's fuel source — *shining*.

B (22) Vv
As per fi# as described in #& (stretch) + =5 bow — stretched, curved bow — *stretched bow™* —
*pull/draw back on*; *curve*. In 74, % appears in the simplified form 2.

%z (9) =

A horizontal line + an element# that is JI\ claw/hand + an element combining an object and X
hand/action indicator — twist an object about a stick — *lead to* («— twist and come to an end) —
*then*; *thus* («— primary and secondary effects of an action).

B(12) =250
7¢ woman + Z# (twist about) — twisting, alluring figure of a *beautiful woman* (compare fg) —
K1 %k

princess*.

= (10) =~
["1# circular enclosure + #< clothing — *robe* (compare fi) wrapped about/enclosing the body.

= ) v
As per Z# as described in & (circular) + 4 metal — (metallic) *ring*. Compare Ez.

BE (10) A
As per 5&# (surround completely) + 7K water — *wash/clean* by immersing in water. For washing,
compare Ji}.

52 (10) A
As per 5&# (surround completely) + Y grass/plant — variety of reed (< plant that spreads in a

circular manner about the main root; compare #%) used in making (tatami) mats. *Smiling
(manner)* is a borrowed meaning.

B (D) By TR T
As per 'E# (wrap about/enclose) + #i grass/plant — *sedge* (« vegetation woven into a raincoat
wrapped about the body).

fH (14) 720 (ab)
As per ‘E'# (wrap about/enclose) + 5& thread — *loop* a thread/string — *bend into a hoop*;
*tie™*.

& (11) 76 (T) ;0 (L)

4# curl + A person (— human agency) — assume a curled position in *fatigue* (compare &) —



*languor®* — *grow weary of*; *lose interest in*.

# (12) 77 E(D) ;0<(D)
4# curl + F hand/action indicator — *curl*; *roll*; *wind* — *turn over* (a playing card); *flip
through* (pages).

fE (13) A
E# round + B piled earth — round lump of earth — *roll down* (« rolling round object) —
(let/make) *fall*.

FE (10) B>

As per B # (circle about) + K tree/wood — encircling wooden posts — *marking post*.

gl oan v
As per )11# (bore through) + <& metal — metallic *ornament* created by running a cord through
holes bored in jewels (compare &) — *bracelet* (compare £%).

Ho(12) =2
As per H# (circularity) + 7K water — mix liquid with a circular motion, causing it to become
*turbid* — *as a whole* («— mix thoroughly).

B (13) 7S IEN ()

As per E# (circularity) + H sun/day — *halo*/*corona* encircling the sun — *dizzy* (« effect
of staring at a corona) — *confused*; *grow unclear* — *fade* (« fading of clarity). Compare i
and 1&.

W (14) 7200 N, 0V
As per B# (circularity) + fZ skin/hide — round *chaps* on the skin (compare ); *rough/cracked
skin*,

H#(14) 2550810
As per Ei# (circularity) + 4X clothing — clothing wrapped about the waist (and/or leg) —
*loincloth*.

B’ (12 =2
As per E# (circular group) + K tree/wood — clubs wielded by a gang of ruffians — *club* —
(walking) *stick™®; *cane*.

B2 2>
As per EE# (circular group) + ‘K fire — circle of fire (compare &) — *shine*.

i (11) =220
As per [K#: a *bale* of wood encircled by a cord — *pack™®; *package*. K tree/wood was added
to devise a replacement character for [A| after & acquired its figurative meanings.

Wo(13) viAy
As per [#hs described in & (hold in/down) + .[» heart/emotions — *grudge*/anger held in the



heart — *get angry*. Compare £%.

B (16) v
As per {li# (hold in and keep warm) + Jfi grass/plant — tangled pile of hay (for retaining heat;
compare f) — *pile up*; *store* (up); *preserve*.

f (16) w2 Ay
As per [J#hs described in i (hold in/down) + 5% thread — *tangled hemp* or raveled silk used to

bind/hold down an object — *confusion*. Compare #z for these two meanings. Also, *old cotton*
(«— old, worn/frayed fabric < tangled hemp).

o9 v
fi# tangled hemp + #f grass/plant — tangled pile of harvested vegetation — *pile up*; *store*
(up). Compare 7.

iR (17) v
As per [J#hs described in & (lid held down on a container — hold in/down) + P8 alcohol
container — *ferment* alcohol held in a lidded barrel — *brew*.

Ho(8) v, UOLED
As per Hi# (bolt of lightning) + 1= earth — marker, likened to a bolt of lightning, thrust into the
*earth™® as a *divination sign*. *Southwest* is a borrowed meaning.

Bt (8) Wb ThHhE(S)
As per Jt# (round) + & jewel — toy/*play with* a round gem (compare 57) — *enjoy*; *take
pleasure in* (compare Hr). Also, *trifle with* and *make sport of*.

B (15) b ThT (5)
As per Jt# (round) + # learn (specifically, learn by repetition) — smooth out the rough edges of an
action by repeated practice — *enjoy*; *take pleasure in* («— enjoy obtaining perfection). Compare

bL.

% (10) 77y, 250
As per [l#hs described in 7% (wrap/roll up) + F hand — hand balled into a *fist*.

& (1) 7oz (HD)
As per [J#hs described in 7% (wrap/roll up) + H eye — take a panoramic/wraparound view of

one's surroundings (compare 1) — *look back* — *take an interest in*; *take care of* (< keep a
watchful eye on).

B (10) =2 ;9 (T?)

As per B # as described in #f (reel/unwind) + 5 hand/action indicator — *remove* silk threads
from a silkworm cocoon by reeling/unwinding it — *throw away* — *renounce*. Also,
*contribute® («— renounce in favor of another).

B (10) v

B as described in i, here an abbreviated form# of 1§ irritable + K dog/beast — irritable



dog/beast — *hasty*; *perverse* — *obstinate*.

% (8) 7 25X (K)

Y# obscure + 1 mouth — barely audible *murmur* or *mutter*.

1z (10) 7 5<b(F0) ;<20 () s £ITP (V) s £5 (L) ;0 FEN

Y# obscure + H eye — be *dizzy* (< condition in which vision is obscured) — *dazzling*. Also,
*confused™.

W) Trng b
As per Z# (link) + 5% thread — *string* (of a musical instrument, strung between and thus linking
two points). In contemporary Japanese usage, 1% has been displaced by 5%.

g (12) 72 hERT (L) 00E (L)
As per E# (proclaim) + 1 mouth — proclaim noisily, as a *boisterous* crowd (compare & and

##) — *noisy*. It is possible that here ‘H. is intended to function mimetically, conveying the sound
of clamor.

w (12) 7oy nRe
As per ‘E# (circle about) + M grass/plant — *daylily* («— clumpy herbaceous perennial).
*Miscanthus™ is a borrowed meaning.

w9 Yar,var
As per fJ# (cycle/circle) + 7K water — whirlpool. *Truly* is a borrowed meaning.

HO(12) Varvar;ltlFol
As per fJ# (cycle/circle) + 77 bamboo — circular clump of *bamboo shoot*s.

o (12) 7o dHRe

As per fJ# (cycle/circle) + 5% thread — circular, woven *pattern®* — *figure*; *design*.

) (13) Yol var
As per fiJ# (cycle/circle) + & words — make rounds in inquiring/consulting — *inquire*;
*consult™®.

F (12) <5 (L) ;L2 (D5)
As per £# (group) + /< hole — group of people falling into a hole — *be in trouble*; *be at a
loss*. Also, *rebuke* («— place someone in a figurative hole).

= (11) 3
A variant form of a character combining 4X clothing and ZA# public — (wrap-around) garment
worn in public — *clothing worn by an emperor on ceremonial occasions®.

H (14) 7 72E (D)
As per ZZ# (wrap about) + 7K water — bubbles of roiling water rotating (figuratively wrapping
about each other) in a pot — *boil*; *seethe* — *tumble*.



B (16) T2 ;037 FED
As per %G# (circular) + 45 metal — *metal bowl*. Compare 1, #i and .

g (17) T2 720 %
As per z# (wrap about/enclose) + H. vehicle — pair of *shafts* protruding from the front of an

ox/horse-drawn vehicle (compare #&). The shafts were connected by a crossbar, about which the
animals' reins were wrapped to enable pulling.

w (12) 7~
As per £# (group) + 4K clothing — *skirt* (with a harmonious arrangement of layers, pleats,
decorations etc.).

B (11 v
4# curl + .[» heart/emotions — figuratively assume a curled position in fatigue (compare &) —
*be physically/emotionally fatigued*.

e (14) vk
4# curl + 5% thread — *be wrapped in/enveloped by* threads/fabric.

s (14) 727
44 curl + H insect — *type of insect* that undulates in propelling itself forward (compare % and
1B). 1272 refers to a variety of *aquatic snail* (compare #&).

2 (13) By
As per [J#hs described in 7% (wrap/roll up) + ZX pig/boar — pigs or other *domestic animals*
contained in a circular pen (compare &) — *raise*; *feed*; *entrap*.

(16) A= E D (D) 5 0< (D)
As per 5=# as described in B8 (circular) + [] circular enclosure — *circulate*/*go about/around*
an enclosure — *round*; *ring*. Also, *the sky* (wrapped about the world).

=1 N

= (16) N

As per 5Z# as described in B8 (circular) + 7 roof/building — *the world*, wrapped about by the
vast sky (compare [H]). Also, an *enclosed parcel of land* within an imperial domain.

B (23) o ATH DT
As per =# as described in B8 (circular) + £2 hair — *coiled knot of hair* (Japanese: 1F). 35
refers to a *hairstyle for males* in ancient Japan where the hair was tied in a bundle behind each ear

(compare ££).

1B (10) #rrmr ;9oL (L)
As per 5# as described in #8 (reel/unwind) + 2 woman — undulating, *curvaceous female
figure* — *beautiful*. Compare 1%.

1B (10) = ;7
As per B # as described in #8 (reel/unwind) + [ heart/emotions — *irritable* (« unwound



emotions).

B (10) 7~
As per B# as described in #f (reel/unwind) + 7K water — winding *trickle of water* — *falling
drops of water* — *slight* (amount). *Choose* is a borrowed meaning.

W O(18) v bl
#A# silk + m0 net — net used for catching birds or trapping animals — *trap an animal* — *bind*
(«— tie up captured game. Also, *trap* (n.).

5 (12) 7k
As per ‘E# (circle about) + /[» heart/emotions — *magnanimous* (< warm generosity that
encompasses others).

g (13) 7o diz7=0> (W)
As per ‘E# (circle about) + H sun/day — *sunlight®* warming a circle of objects (compare AE and

JH).

FEO(16) 7 iEOT (LW o3 (vd)

As per E# (proclaim) + & words — proclaim noisily, as a crowd — *noisy* (compare & and 7).
*Forget* is a borrowed meaning.

% (16) 7202 (D) ;09 (D)
As per &# (twist about) + = words — twist words in deceiving — *deceive*. Also, *forget* («
be deceived by one's memory).

B (1) 2~
As per Ei# (circular group) + W grass/plant — variety of *herb or aromatic grass* that grows in
clumps (compare = and ).

fig (19) =
As per Eb# (circular group) + £ fish — round *fish eggs*. Also, a legendary *fish of giant
proportions*. Compare % for both of these meanings.

#(12) v
As per H# (circularity) + ¥ grass/plant — variety of *pungent vegetable* that grows in clumps
(compare & and E2) — *pungent dish of food*.

B 13) ;=3
As per B# (circularity) + & jewel — beautiful, round *gem*.

A (16) Hrpay
As per B# (circularity) + 5 words — *joke/jest* by circumlocution.

(15) A
As per [J#hs described in i (hold in heat/warmth) +J illness — *contagious disease*
characterized by fever. The idea is of heat held down in the body.



HO(15) Avur s
As per [J#hs described in i (hold in/down) + 4 clothing — padded *robe* (compare %) that
holds in heat.

# 20) B kAZ(S)
As per ## as described in #j (circular uniformity) + /[ heart/emotions — *rejoice*, a number of
voices crying out in unison (compare 7). *Be anxious* is a borrowed meaning.

(24 W EOT (LYY
As per ## as described in #f (circular uniformity) + & words — *noisy* crowd (compare "& and
7H). Also, *rejoice® (compare ).

25 s oH
As per ££# as described in #j (circular uniformity) + 4> metal — wide-mouthed *dipper* or
bulging container — *tubular container®. In Japan, the character also refers to a *boiler*, in the

compound ZE5E (FEFE).

Bo6) vy
As per £E# as described in #j (circular uniformity) + B head — the *cheekbone(s)*. Compare Ji&.

& (8) Fr;=mv
K grain/rice + [_|# circular enclosure — bundle grain and place in a *granary* — *surround* in a
circular manner.

(14) Fr v
As per [H# (round) + 7T bamboo — tubular *bamboo* (shoots). *Bamboo grove* is via
reinterpretation («— round growth of bamboo in a grove).

EE (16) ¥ ;7 ;DA
As per K# (round) + £ (long and winding herd of) deer — species of hornless *deer* (flocking in
a circular group) — *band together*.

= (1) 7Fv
As per Jt# (round) + ¥ grass/plant — variety of *poisonous plant* with round, purple flowers.

B (14) 720l ()
JiX here an abbreviated form# of Jfi (notion that circulates persistently in the brain) + /[»
heart/emotions — (overly) serious — *honest™®; *sober*.

FRO(14) A28 (B5) ;8E(7) ;L ()

E# round + % severed bone/death — *fall down/into* a round hole — disappear/*die*.

o (12) hv
As per ## (draw out of/away from) + /K water — *great flow of water* (compare %) drawing
away from a melting icepack.



(10) ==
[ 1# circular enclosure + Z< pig/boar — round *sty* (pigpen) — *latrine* («— outhouse positioned
so that human feces drops into a sty) — *filthy*.

B/ (13) 250 B(a) 122 (B) s 272 (D)
B # sty + /K water — *muddy* sty — *dirty* — *disordered*. *Latrine* is a borrowed meaning
via [A.

B (14) =
Abbreviated form# of & muddy + /[» heart/emotions — have one's honor muddied/defiled —
*dishonor*; *defile*. *Throw/be thrown into confusion* is a borrowed meaning via 4.

i (16) ;85 ()
As per #4# (rise high) + 7K water — overflow of water that disperses random objects (compare 742)
— *wash* («— wash away in dispersing).

fz (10) v
As per =# (adhere) + 5% thread — adhering/tangled threads — *disorder/confusion*.

i (14) T
%i# bend + H insect/creature — insect/creature that undulates in propelling itself forward (compare
% and #8) — *creep*; *crawl*.

= (19) A
%i# harmony between appearance and content + H commodities — harmonious/*beautiful*
proportions (of an object).

B (21) 7v55£0)
T here an abbreviated form# of ¥ fragrant + P4 alcohol container — *pervasive aroma/fragrance*
of alcohol. Also, *intoxicated* (« effect of imbibing fragrant alcohol).

fix (18) =
% here an abbreviated form# of % as described in /% (hang suspended while being connected) +

f& fish — connected mass of fish eggs — a *legendary fish of giant proportions* (compare £ for
both of these senses). Also, the *name* of the father of the Shang Dynasty emperor Yu.

¥ o13) A
YJ# even/equal + 17 bamboo — smooth, even-sufaced *bamboo skin* — *bamboo*.

mo(14) v
As per [J#hs described in & (hold in/down) + <, rising vapors (— air/atmosphere) — *unity of
and harmony between heaven and earth* (compare 7).

|4 v

As per [J#hs described in {& (hold in/down) + ‘k fire — charcoal briquette (compare %) or
similar object placed within ash then covered, acting as a heating element — *sultry* (« sultry,
pervasive heat). Also, *iron/smooth out* («— cover a heated element before pressing it to a surface



for smoothing).

#l (19 VoA B (0D) ;00 (1)
As per [J#hs described in i (hold in/down) + & leather — items concealed by being held
down/wrapped in leather — *wrap*; *conceal*; *hide*.

(17) Ao
As per [J#hs described in i (hold in/down) + ¥ vehicle — *hearse* in which is held a corpse.

W (11) =2 ;T
%6# bend + .[» heart/emotions — heart figuratively bent with *regret*. Compare 2.

(1) =AY
%i# bend + W grass/plant — *luxuriant vegetation* drooping with its own weight.

Bi (12) =
%i# bend + & jewel — curved (jade) *scepter*.

i (19) —>
%6# bend + & bird — supple *bird* of delicate beauty. For the coupling of "supple" and "beauty,"
compare .

B (13) =v
As per Z&# (twist about) + & jewel — large, flat *jewel*, circular in shape and with a hollowed-out
middle through which string would be run. Compare #%.

Fo(12) v
As per 'E# (wrap about/enclose) + & jewel — tubular (= wrap-about shape) wind

instrument/*flute* made of jade. Compare .

SE(12) B0 ()
As per 'F'# (wrap about/enclose) + & movement — wrap/enclose oneself in a protective
environment, evading danger — *evade®; *avoid*; *flee*.

i (13) B
H# fruit + 715 altar/the supernatural — nectar libation offered in a *ceremonial invocation of the
gods*.

e (12) B
As per 5&# (surround completely) + H eye — eyeball surrounded by its socket — *protruding
eyeball*. *Bright* is a borrowed meaning.

5 (13) v

As per 5E# (surround completely) + /7 bamboo — hands surrounding a bamboo pipe or *flute* —
*rounded key™* («— shape association). The meaning *be in charge® appears to be connected with
the use of a flute; compare 4.



R (6) By 7
As per 5=# as described in B8 (circular) + /> heart/emotions — swirling emotions — *restless*;
*anxious™.

#®(16) B obia (<)
As per 5Z# as described in B (circular) + 5 hand/action indicator — thrust the arms through an
object (a garment, armor etc.) then wrap it about oneself — *thrust through*; *penetrate*. For the

idea of penetrating, compare &.

g (20) A
As per E# as described in & (circular) + H. vehicle — curved poles connecting a vehicle to the

beasts of burden drawing it, and creating a circle (compare #%). Later however the meaning shifted
to a *form of punishment* in which the victim was tied to separate vehicles and ripped apart when
the vehicles split away from each other.

B 21 B

As per iZ# as described in B8 (circular) + P gate — circular *wall surrounding a town*.

wl o (6) (D)

As per Jt# (round) + JJ sword/knife — *shave/trim* into a round(ed) shape.

M (9) v
As per #L# (round) + 5% thread — rolled silk — *fine silk*; *white silk*; *gauze*.

B (1) 7253 (D)
As per E# (group) + ‘K fire — *smoke* rising from sacrificial animals arranged in a circle —
*aroma*; *fragrance*. Compare Z&,

B (18) 71 ;<H (1Y)
TE# smoke + H sun/day — *twilight*; *dusk*® (« time of day when the sky turns hazy as smoke).

T (20) 7>
TE# smoke + 5k thread — (fabric dyed a) dark/smoky shade of *red*.

R 9 T T
K# dog/beast + H field. However, the element now represented as K was originally X, a variant
form of JI| river — *watercourse running between fields*.

HE. (10) ;23 (0>9)
As per H# (circle about) + H sun/day — circle of objects being dried in *bright* sunlight — *dry
in the sun*. Compare 4H..

fE(10) 7
As per E.# (circle about) + ‘K fire — circle of objects being dried (in the heat given off) by the
*bright* sun — *dry*. Compare HE.



W (12) oo
F# fix sight upon + H eye — goggle eyes — *stare* with eyes wide open. Also, take *a quick
glance* all about (compare fi)).

i (1) rvv=ay oy
As per fJ# (cycle/circle) + H eye — take *a quick glance* all about (compare i) — *be
dazzled*; *give someone a meaningful look™.

g (12) v
As per B # as described in #f (reel/unwind) + H eye — observe a scene that unwinds (= unfolds)
before one's eyes — *look™; *see* — *look askance at™.

&= (16) v
As per =# as described in & (circular) + K dog/beast — chained/penned *dog running about in

circles* — *oversensitive* (compare the sense of irritability in 1§ and of excessive seriousness in
).

¥ (15 v

B# curl + /& leg/foot — assume a *curled* posture.

2 (18) v

&# curl + £ hair — *curled hair* — *beautiful*.

m (17) v
TE# smoke + I earth — *ancient wind instrument* resembling an ocarina, and made of fired earth
(« dark color resulting from firing «— smoke).

% ®)
As per %# (link) + 7K water — trail created by successive drops of liquid (*tears*, *dew* etc.)
winding down a surface — *cry*.

1% (9) 7us e iR (<)
As per Z%# (link) + /K fire — series of *brilliant* flames — *bright* — *show off* (« present
oneself as brilliant/bright).

Wi (16) 7
As per Jii# (round) + HL insect — rounded/oblong *silkworm*. The compound #£1, however,
refers to a newt.

B (17) T v
As per Jt# (round) + AE frog/amphibious creature — *large, roundish turtle*. Also, *snapping
turtle®.

0 (10) =259 ()
As per [K# (bind) + & hand/action indicator (for emphasis/clarification) — *bind*; *tie/truss up*.

"o(12) v



As per E&# (circular group) + £ jewel — circular cluster of *beautiful jewels*.

B (17) =
As per E# (circular group) + & food/eating — *balls of steamed grain*.

M (13) =% o0 (125)
As per [H#: *bundle* grain — *bind*. K was added to devise a replacement character for [ after
IRl came to be used to indicate a granary.

2 (13) =

As per JU# (shave a person's head) + £2 hair — *shave the head* — *shave a head in punishment*.
%2 was devised to replace JL after JU lost its connection with shaving the head.

i (11) >

As per %G# (circular) + 1= earth — small earthenware *bowl* (compare 1, #i and ).

it (18) W1 ;o8 ;5D F
As per 5&# (surround completely) + £ fish — type of fish which, in its native habit, is surrounded
by aquatic vegetation — *carp*.

B (17) BTy b
As per Z# (twist about) + 4 metal — metal/coins with a round hole through which string would
be run (compare ¥2) — (ancient) *coin*; (ancient) *measure of weight*.

& (12) 7~

&# curl + K tree/wood — *vessel/container* created from (strips of) curled wood.

BE 27) B AT (R 5)
As per ## as described in #j (circular uniformity) + 55 — neighing herd of horses — *rejoice*
(< clamorous, happy noise; compare ¥ and ).

H(6) Brmw; LK) 0< (%) 072(D)
The relevant seal inscription form is [F]# rotation + . align — circle about a neatly demarcated
parcel of land — *cross over from one point to another®; *range*; *extend over*.

B @) DXL T=d T TH)

A depiction of a tree with round *fruit* hanging from a long branch — *result* («— fruit of effort);
*fill*; *fulfill*; (« fully ripe) — *carry out®; *accomplish* («— fulfill) — *limit*; *end*; *come
to an end*; *die* («— final result) — *as expected* («— end up as expected); *actually* («— turn out
actually to be); *be at a loss* («— come to an end of resources).

Ho(11) A
Re# fruit + P grass/plant — *fruit* — *confection*. % was devised to replace 2 when the latter
came to refer primarily to results and related abstract meanings.

ik (15) 74

F# result + 5 words — *investigate* in order to obtain results — *subject*; *lesson*;



*assignment* — *department® («— department assigned to investigate; compare F}).

% (8) A;WiZ(1D)

As per K# (hang low) + %2 woman — tired (and/or stooped) woman likened to low-hanging grain
— *let go of*; *leave behind* («— let hang) — *entrust® («— leave matters to others «— hang
listlessly); *devote oneself to* («— allow oneself to become completely devoted to « let go of).

(8 U, 5ifD)
K here an abbreviated form# of @ (harmony; calm; peace) + I mouth — *harmony*; *calm*;
*peace™ (produced by words/song) — *soften*; *moderate*; *lessen*; *tone down*; *ease* —

*die down*. *Japan* is a borrowed meaning (see 1% for explanation).

B Q) A
AR# grain/rice + >} ladle — determine the quality/grade of crops in weighing them — *rank*;
*examine* — *course*; *section®; *department* («— places where examinations are carried out;

compare if).

wo(12) ;57
# (variant of ) round or rounded cavity) + 7K water — water swirling in a cavity —
*whirlpool*; *eddy*.

o (12) W;6°E(62); 3 (E5-29)

(Hi# (variant of (& round or rounded cavity) + & movement/action indicator — *passage* through
a cavity — *passing time* — *elapse®; *exceed™®; *go past* (« surplus energy) — *be over* («—
past); *err*; *mistake™®; *fault* («— go/take too far).

fo(13)
E# (variant of ) round or rounded cavity) + 715 altar/the supernatural — have the *misfortune* to
fall into a hole (compare f& and [X[) — *catastrophe*.

{6 @) 771 (e 155)

The relevant bronzeware inscription form shows a fallen person aligned with a seated person. A seal
inscription form has a standing person aligned with another person, the latter assuming a curious
pose. The meanings *transformation®, *change*, *assume a disguise*, *bewitch* and *deceive*

suggest that the two figures depicted in fb. are one and the same individual, who has undergone a
transformation in posture or appearance.

fe (7) 7751378
{b# transformation + fi grass/plant — *flower/blossom* («— part of a plant that undergoes a slow
transformation).

©g a1y »
{t# transformation + H commodities — *money* transformed into *goods* and vice-versa —
*load* (« load of goods).

s (12) A;729;72(F)  Shinjitai 2 (9)
The relevant oracle bone form of this character is /~/JT\ hand/claw + 4 elephant — brandish a
curved stick in training elephants, transforming their behavior. *Do* is an associated meaning («—



use the hands and accomplish an objective) — *make*; *arrange*. Also, *become™* and *change
into* (compare 1t), as well as *on behalf of* and *because of* («— do/perform for the benefit of

another). The pronunciation of /% suggests that Z¢ has replaced another element, one likely
indicating a different animal.

5 (14) F;\ 20 (V-%);IZE  Shinjitai 125 (11)
As per f5# (transform) + A person: — transform one's persona — *deceit*; *sham*; a
*lie/fabrication™.

fii (12) ¥
As per B# (circularity) + & hand — rotate one's hands — *command*; *wield* — *brandish*
(compare #3). Also, *display* and *throw off*.

B (15) F;003%0 (X <)
As per Hi# (circularity) + ) (light extending from a torch) — halo — *brilliant*; *bright*;
*radiant®; *sparkle®; *shine* — *glitter*; *twinkle*; *gleam®*.

(12) A;72>Z(Zp)  Shinjitai (7)
As per E# (go around) + [] circular enclosure — surrounding/encircling enclosure —
*surround/encircle* ; *enclose®* — *besiege™ («— besiege a town or citadel by surrounding it).

& (12) 1;25(0)
As per E# (go around) + A person — layers of fat encircling a person of conspicuous girth —
*great®* — *renowned*.

EH (13) 1608009 -25D)
As per E# (go around) + & movement — two patrols crossing while circling in opposite directions
— *differ* («— cross) — *be mistaken®; *alter*; *sprain* (a wrist/ankle); *break a promise*.

k& (16) A
As per E# (go around) + 5% thread — *woof/weft* thread, circling about the warp thread —
*latitude*.

R(10) F;BIC
Originally, an abbreviated form# of 7t engorgement + the obsolete "head" element described in /&

(specifically, a skull with openings at top; compare also in this context ¥ soul departing from the
body) — mysterious, large and lumpy being — *ghost/spirit*; *devil*; *demon*; *ogre*.

B (13) BA 0 7=FY
As per H# (large and lumpy) + - earth — large *lump/clod* of earth (compare 3 as described in
TE, as well as JH) — *cluster®; *group*.

& (15) A
&# valuable goods + & movement — movement of valuable goods in being bequeathed —
*bequeath™*; *leave behind* — *leave*. *Send* is a borrowed meaning.

E] (6) AT ED (LT 0-5)



A depiction of one object rotating within another — *rotate*; *revolve®; *spin*; *turn/go around*
— *pass around*; *spread™* (of a fire); (of medicine/alcohol) *take effect™; *number of times*;
*encircle®; *curve*; *return®; *detour*®; *cycle*. Extended meanings include *refer to* (a
specialist) and *transfer® («— pass around), as well as *sumo wrestler's belt* («— encircling object).

[F] may be regarded as a variant of the cognate }//5 (bone circulating in its joint).

& (8) WA (Ln-Lif-Lip)

# is X hand/action indicator + 1 earth — knead a lump of earth/clay (compare 3 and $8). &
adds /[ heart/emotions — *odd* feelings aroused by the figure of a lumpy, mysterious object
(compare %) — *mystery*; *wonder*; *doubt*; *suspicion*; *strange*; *dubious*.

" 9 A
The relevant seal inscription form is P4 flesh + an obsolete element# combining [ | circular
enclosure and >k rice — *stomach* containing meat/food.

iw (18) ;7% (9 +%) Shinjitai JF& (10)
The relevant bronzeware inscription form combines 7 hand holding a broom + [J#hs described in

18 (tall pile of objects) — sweep in circular fashion, gathering a pile. *Return* is an extended
meaning («— sweep in a circle, returning to one's starting point) — *leave* («— leave to return

home). A seal inscription form adds IE stop to suggest completion of action.

2 (19) BA 72> rLveinLieiF5) ;. 5E25  Shinjitai 2 (16)
The relevant bronzeware inscription form of 2%# shows a trail of round tears falling from an eye +

4< clothing — trail of tears absorbed in one's garment — fall and be absorbed. 1 adds /[
heart/emotions — warm feelings harbored in the heart/breast — *fondness*; *yearning/longing*;
*breast/bosom/heart*; *be dear to one*; *miss* (someone); *win over*. Also, *breast pocket* and
k *

purse*.

B (19) A;=;20(F-D)  Shinjitai #E (16)
As per Z%# as described in 1% (fall and be absorbed) + = earth — collapsing pile of earth, absorbed

by the ground (compare Af, i and 1)) — *collapse*; *destruction* — *pull/tear down*;
*breakage™®; *damage*; *injury*.

B 9) A
FX here a variant of X# halberd + 2 woman — exercise *authority* over a woman — *dignity*;
*majesty™.

1 (3) A;=7
A depiction of a circular *enclosure* such as a city wall — *specific/particular place*. Although the
present style of the character squares the edges, ancient forms are rounded, and the association with

circularity is evidenced by cognate characters with the element such as E, [# and [f.

X 4) 13z
A depiction of a long *halberd* with a curved handle and sharp blade — *spear*; *lance*. Also,
*battle*.

5 (5) W ;nbb; 775

A depiction of two overlapping tiles, forming a round shape — *tile* — *unglazed earthenware™.



*Gram™ is a borrowed meaning.

X (GB) A

A depiction of a round head of millet hanging low on its stalk — *grain* — *rice*.

# 9 A

The relevant oracle bone form of this character combines |_[# circular enclosure with a pair of
crossing feet — go around/*circumambulate* or *patrol* an enclosure. (Tanned) *leather* is a
borrowed meaning.

# (13) 1;5L;&L
As per E# (go around) + ¥ grass/plant — *reed* (« plant that spreads in a circular manner about
the main root; compare 5¢).

B9 A,B2E-n5) ;LI Kb) ;0 LIE (D)

The relevant oracle bone form of this character shows a club held by ## (large, lumpy being) —
fearsome, lumpy being that clubs its prey — *fear*; *apprehension*; *dread*; *awe* —
*reverence™.

B’ (12) UA
As per 2+# (lumpy being) + K dog/beast — gruesome, beastly figure — *obscene*; *vulgar* («
gruesome).

f (12) DA<
As per £# (lumpy) + - piled earth — *recess* in a lumpy hill or mountain represented by a
bay/cove — *corner*. Also, *shade* («— gradations of light created by indentations/corners).

B (13) UA
As per 2# (lumpy) + ‘K fire — lumps of charcoal (compare ) in a *charcoal fire* over which
food is simmered — *simmer*; *stew?*.

M o(6) A
An abbreviated form of ‘" (scoop out a limb from its joint) — *hollow/scoop out*. /& is a variant
form of /.

® (13) 1
As per F:# (round) + A. variant form of = head of an animal — *hedgehog/porcupine* (animal

that curls into a ball for protection; compare ). Also, *gather*, *assemble* and *(same) kind* («
great number and similarity of porcupine needles).

% (14) H;BO=E (L)

Re# fruit + % much/many — *large number/quantity* of fruit — *tremendous*.

B (15) 7;<55L
As per J# (round) + /& leg/foot — (the round) *anklebone* — *ankle*.

B (17) B;0%



R# fruit + H head — (fruit-shaped or head-shaped) *clod* (compare # as well as % as described
in 1%); *small round object* — *counter for small round objects*.

% (10) VA
As per Z# (hang low) + A person — short person/*dwarf* (viewed as hanging low; compare %%).
*Yamato* (ancient Japan) derives from the Chinese use of % to refer to Japan or the Japanese.

Afterwards, the Japanese replaced f& with 11, a homonym (in Japanese, though not in Chinese)
with more positive associations. Other pejorative names for countries and their residents that

involve shortness include % and 3.

Z (1) ;LB b)) ;L (0%) ;LI (Ze) ;72 (25)
As per Z&# (hang low) + ' grass/plant — drooping/fading plant — *droop*; *fade* — *decline*;
*weaken*; *be exhausted*®.

% O(13) A7 A
As per Z# (hang low) + 2K here an abbreviated form of # short — hang *low*; be *short* —
*dwarf*. Compare 1%.

(7) 71,89

{b# deceive + [ ] circular enclosure — caged *decoy* — *lure*.

Ao iEWm-5)

{b# deceive + 5 words — *verbal deception* — *verbal error* — *dialect*; *accent*.

i (13) %
As per #i# (circularity) + H sun/day — brilliant solar halo, radiating at length — *sunshine*;
*shine*. Compare f# and =&.

L (12) A
As per ## (large, lumpy being) + A person — *large* dummy (resembling a human; compare £)
— *puppet*.

Bo(13) F
As per H# (large and lumpy) + /[ heart/emotions — *shame*; *ashamed* («<— misshapen
emotions).

B (13) A
As per ## (large and lumpy) + & piled earth — high, lumpy hill/mountain — *high* and *steep*.

B (14) A& T

As per ## (large and lumpy) + >} ladle — large ladle. *Leader*, *founder* and *conspicuous* are
either borrowed meanings (via i) or extended senses via "large" — *take the lead*. Logically, the
classifier for J£t should be 3}, but it is traditionally given as .

| ) A

[F]# rotation + 4 movement — *wander* in circles, without getting anywhere.



o9 A FEDL (D) ;0<(67+5)
[F# rotation + %_ extension — *circulate/revolve* at length — *go about*; *turn (around)*;
*return®.

BA (8) ;5 (3 -¥5)
As per FL# (fix upon) + A person (— human agency) — *lie face down* (fixing the body to the
ground/bedding below) — *sleep*.

o2y &
# (variant of [ cavity) + = earth — rounded earthenware vessel used to process metal —
*melting pot*; *crucible*.

w14 ;v
(&# (variant of ) round or rounded cavity) + 7X hole — rounded *cave*, lair or den — *nest*
(compare %%); *hide*.

W (15) 7157037 o8h
(Ei# (variant of I round or rounded cavity) + H insect — *snail* (« creature contained in a
rounded shell).

o(17) B;723
(H# (variant of ) round or rounded cavity) + 4 metal — rounded, deep cooking utensil —
*pot/pan*.

@21 ;720 (0)
Bli# lofty; tower over + [LI mountain — *high*/*towering* mountain or mountain range. # was
devised to replace Zf.

% (9) FHTOL
A depiction of an implement with multiple aligned handles that was manipulated by being rotated.
*10th calendar sign* is a borrowed meaning.

% (12) *
As per %&# (rotate) + F+ hand/action indicator — rotate a measuring implement — *measure* —
*method*.

% (12) F;bF0
As per Z&# (rotate) + Y grass/plant — sunflower (that rotates to face the sun). In Japanese, %&
indicates *hollyhock®, a variety of *mallow*.

e (11) A ;&1E0

A variant form of & *curtain* with the additional meaning *screen* (n.).

& (13)
Here, 1 mortar is an abbreviated form# of a character below which is added >k rice — grind rice
in a mortar. ¥ adds a character combining - earth and % action indicator — knead earth/clay



(compare ¢ as described in ). The combination of elements suggests the idea of destroying by
causing to collapse (compare $#£) — *destroy* — *slander* («— words that destroy).

R ©9) #A
Originally, an abbreviated form# of 'H. (pile) + JK ash — *great* pile of ash — *vast*. Also,
*empty™ («— emptiness created by a conflagration resulting in a great pile of ash). The present form

substitutes /[» heart/emotions for the abbreviated form of H..

I (13) HBA

An abbreviated form# of {/X vast + = words — (vastly) exaggerated words — *jest*; *ridicule*.

% (13) 7

7%# hole + B nest — *nest* made in a deep *hole/cavity* — *den*. Compare 7.

W(10) HA;=

[B]# rotation + & movement — *rotate*; *revolve*; *spin*; *turn/go around*.

Wil (12) A

[B]# rotation + H insect — wriggling worm — *intestinal worms*. Compare 1.

B (13) A 045720 ()
As per H# (large and lumpy) + [LI mountain — *high, rocky mountain* (with protruding, rounded
boulders; compare W#); *rugged mountain* (compare %f).

R (14) V1208

As per H# (large and lumpy) + K tree/wood — *Chinese scholar tree*; *Japanese pagoda tree*
(« Styphnolobium japonicum: tree of a rounded shape, with pea-like clusters of flowers). Also, a
Zhou Dynasty *rank-indicator®, said to originate in the custom of officials of this rank being seated
facing three of these same trees.

3 (14) A

As per H# (large and lumpy) + & jewel — extraordinary, lump-shaped jewel — *conspicuous*.

BL (19) %%
As per H# (large and lumpy) + & food/eating — (lumpy) *offering of food* — (festival for)
*paying respects to the deceased® — *gift™*.

{E (13) WA;0< (D)
YE# is as per 4 (exert downward pressure) + 7K water — heavy buildup of water — name of a

particular river. ff£ adds [_ (contain) — converging waters that collect in a containing basin —
*confluence*; *swirling water*.

i (15) A5V %
As per H# (round) + H insect/creature — *hedgehog* (that rolls itself into a ball in self-defense;
compare ) — *cluster*; *throng*.

B (13) A1;72(25)



As per Z# (hang low) + 7 illness — illness causing one to hang low — *lose strength*;
*weaken*; *go numb*; *atrophy*. Compare Z.

i (13) ;&13Y
As per E# (go around) + 1 cloth — *curtain* (that surrounds).

B (15) HA

As per =# (pile) + f1 stone — pile grain in grinding in a mill or *mortar®* — *grind*; *pile high*.

£ (14) 71,252 (Tp)
As per H# (round) + 4K clothing — *wrap* (in cloth/clothing) — (wrapped) *package*.

#(12) ¥

72 as described in [# (stretch) — & movement — (major) *crossroads* (that stretch away at
length). Compare 7. The pronunciation of the character is influenced by an early variant form with
the phonosemantic element [E.

7 (6) ;0,2 ()
As per J1# (ruler who brings heaven and earth into harmony) + A person (— human agency) —
bring into harmony. *Third person pronoun* is a borrowed meaning. *Italy* is via the phonetic

construction FH AF L (FFAH]ER), or FFAF].
B (12) A

J&# majesty + ¥ grass/plant — ripe, *luxuriant* vegetation.
jesty g p p g

M (13) 130 (50 ;0303 (<)
As per E# (go around) + ‘K fire — halo of light (compare #) — *bright*; *brilliant*. Also, *red*
(« red fire).

& (14) ;A1

As per E# (go around) + 4K clothing — *ceremonial gown* wrapped about a queen.

M (17) 4
As per E# (go around) + [ gate — *gate* leading into the enclosed *living quarters* of imperial
females, reached via a circuitous route. Also, *bureaucratic exam site*.

(18) A
As per E# (go around) + /& straight — go around doing things (= behaving) in the *right* manner
— *correct™®; *proper*.

B (17) 154
As per Z# (hang low) + & food/eating — animals feeding on low-hanging vegetation — *feed*
— *raise® (animals).

M (14)

As per 2# (round) + H insect — *round insect*. The compound ¥4 indicates a variety of wasp.



W (9) HA ;7 EHDIFE(D)
[F]# rotation + 7K water — water circulating in an *eddy* or *whirlpool*. Also, *move upstream*
(compare the idea of rotating back to a source in ).

J&(9) F; A5 FeL
As per JU# (raise; rise) + H insect (here in its original sense of a pit viper) — venomous *snake*
rising to strike.

B 15 %
As per f5# (brandish) + T+ hand/action indicator — brandish (an object) — *gesture*; *beckon*.
For the idea of "brandish," compare #§.

# (15 *
As per #i# (circularity) + | feather/wing — *pheasant™* tracing a circular pattern in flight — *to
fly*.

B (14) 71530 (<)
As per Z# (rotate) + H eye — *avert the eyes* («— rotate the eyes away from a person or object)
— *separate™.

7/ an v+

As per B+# (lumpy being) + A person (— human agency) — lumpy figure formed by two people
embracing — *be(come) intimate*; *draw near* — *vague* («— vague outlines of embracing
persons).

Z (12) A

As per Z# (hang low) + & movement — *winding* or *twisted* motion of a pendent object.

@t (22) Ui
As per A# (round) + % flute — rounded (= harmonious) sound produced by a flute — *harmony*;
*calm®; *peace®.

2 (12) F; 0007
As per %# (cause to stop) + H sun/day — sunbeams stopped by a *sundial*, which casts a
*shadow™® — *shade®.

i (16) —A Shinjitai & (16)
The relevant bronzeware inscription form shows four feet circulating about a particular spot. A seal
inscription form reduces the number of feet to two, adds four marks around the perimeter, and

appends T1# circulate — *protect/defend* a site by patrolling the perimeter. The present form
combines 1T go with E:# (go around).

w9 Y
As per E# (chisel-like implement in motion) + 7K water — break a container with a chisel-like
implement, creating an active flow of the liquid contents — *activity* — *life*.

B9 By



As per E# (enclose) + = hand/action indicator — *enclose* by fastening, thereby including
objects within — *fasten*, *include*. Also, *tie* and *bind* («— methods of fastening).

A (13) T5iEeL;1E 7 (90)
T # speaking + & words — *speak* harmoniously (compare 1) — *tell*; *talk together*;
*converse*; *discuss* — *story*; *conversation®; *consultation*; *news*; *topic*; *rumor*.

2 (16) 7102 (0e9)
E# speaking + 5. breath — take a breather from speech — *rest*; *relaxation*.

(13) #A4;=;5(5) Shinjitai = (6)
The relevant seal inscription form is a variant form of JT# (reduce) + & (pile — mass) — mass
gathering that reduces/eliminates space — *meet*; *assemble* — (conduct an) *interview*.

#& (19) =;1 Shinjitai #& (12)
As per &# (reduce/eliminate space) + >4 thread — threads filling a frame in creating a work of
decoration — *picture* — *paint*. Compare .

e (1) A;22AL )
As per F# (scoop out) + .[» heart/emotions — *pleasant®; *comfortable* («— heart with all the
unpleasantness scooped out of it) — *refreshing*; *enjoyable*. Compare K/t

W () 7 & (FH05)
As per F# (scoop out) + 7K water — scoop out earth in breaching a dam — *decide*;
*determine*; *settle* («— cut through to a decision < cut an opening; compare /], i, & and #7).

o2 =2 (2%9)

Abbreviated form of 7% (walk about a field in harvesting) + = run — *exceed* the speed of
another person — *surpass®; *go over/beyond* — *cross* (over) («— surpass); *go*; *come*;
*move* (house). Also, *pass* and *pass time*. Compare #A.

o (13) A5 A

As per I# (scoop out) + a modified form of #* walk — walk about a field, harvesting rice by
scooping it from the ears of the plant with a sickle-like implement — *year™®; *age* («— harvest as
the end of a long agricultural cycle; compare ).

N @& 7rosny;ox
A depiction of a crescent *moon*, observed as a scooped-out portion of the full moon — *month*.
*Monday* is a borrowed meaning.

S (5) A FETT (D) 1 E

4 here a variant form# of /] (crescent) moon + | divination — cast horoscopes on the basis of
the invisible *outside* portion of the moon (compare fif{) — *other* — *some/any other place*;
*somebody else*; *others*; *besides*. The sense of "the part other than the portion scooped out"

leads to extended meanings such as *take off*; *be/come off*; *remove*; *undo*; *take leave®;
*evade®; *edge* and *outskirts* — *miss* (the mark); *be wrong*; *failure* — *violate*.



J& (8) HA;&E(K-1F-1F%) Shinjitai J& (8)
[ is 1= an abbreviated form of == (clay/earth piled high in a neat cone shape) + | | hole — lump of

earth (compare =% as described in %) that fills a hole. )& is Hl# + /= body — person arriving at the
top of a hill — *arrive*; *reach* — *send*; *pass along* *deliver*. Also, *report to*,
*notification®, *registration*®, *attend (to)*, and *attain*.

5 ©®) A
J# combines an abbreviated form of [} (joint of a bone) + JJ sword/knife — sever/separate a limb

from its joint. 3 adds F hand/action indicator to reinforce the idea of physical separation,
eventually acquiring the specific sense of separating a person from his/her kin — *kidnap*.
Also,*deceive™® («— use deception in kidnapping).

B (10) ;134

A flesh + a remnant element indicating the joint of a bone — *bone* circulating in the cavity of its
joint — *frame*; *ribs* (of an umbrella); *outline*. Also, *spirit* («— bones as the essence of an
existence).

#(13) =247 (D) 720 (57»)
As per ‘§# (circulate) + 7K water. However, as the character bears the primary meanings*slip*,

*slide*, *glide* and *skate*, it is likely that 7K was originally 7K ice, with the term originally
signifying "glide/skate in a circle." Associated and extended meanings include *ski* and *smooth*,
along with *fail* and *be demoted* («— slip up and pay the consequences).

B (12) 7 A,0< (F-1p)  Shinjitai & (10)

A variant form of % as described in {& (fall and be absorbed), indicating a *benefaction* from
above, whether actually (rain for crops) or figuratively (a *blessing*) — *bless*; *have mercy on*;
*benevolence*; *kindness*; *warmth* — *bestow*; *favor*. *Calm* is an extended meaning,

while *smart* is a borrowed meaning. For "benefaction," compare .

f# (17) AA;1E Shinjitai Ff (15)

=# benefaction + K grain/rice — heavy *ears/heads* of grain (a benefaction of the heavens).
*Crest* (of a wave) and *point™* (of a spear/writing brush) are via association with the tips of the
ears of grain plants.

B (12) F;72o08(05) ;898 (0 5)

The relevant seal inscription form is H# commodities + a representation of a pair of hands wrapped
about and compressing a large, round bundle — compress *valuable* goods in a bundle —
*precious*®; *value*; *cherish* — *respect®; *honor*; *noble*.

i (6) ;b
The relevant oracle bone form of this character combines —# (fullness) + [l dish/plate/bowl —
deep bowl filled with sacrificial *blood*, which was then swirled.

AL (7) A;<BWn
A variant of {fi (bend a person to one's will) with specific reference to *the crown/throne* bending
others to its will in maintaining *place*/*rank*.

i (8)



Hi# protrude + |~ buttocks — *bend* over, causing the buttocks to protrude.

g (11) 775130
Jifi# bend + 1= earth — bend to dig (compare i) — *ditch* — *moat*.

8 (11) 7731% (%)
Jiti# bend + T+ hand/action indicator — bend to *dig*. Compare Ji.

Fo(11) A
Originally = hand/action indicator + Jifi# (bend over) — brand a bending figure with an *iron* to
mark or to punish. *Officer* is an extended meaning («— military officer who suppresses rebels).

Eventually, the {1} element in J&i was replaced by 7.

B(15) A;72<S (B e 0%)

As per J## (bending figure that is branded) + /[ heart/emotions — *comfort*/*console* a person
who has been branded (= a person who is suffering) — *cheer up* — *relief*; *hobby*;
*amusement*®; *diversion®; *pastime*; *make sport of*. For the idea of comforting a suffering

person, compare .

(5 T dis
= roof/building + /\# split right and left — remove dirt in digging a *hole* for a cave dwelling.

H @) =7;1bd ()
As per —# (fullness) + 1 mouth — mouth figuratively filled with words — *say*; *speech
indicator*.

Z 29 vv

The upper element is an obsolete character combining {fi bulging earthenware jug/vase + an
abbreviated form of £k (twist vegetation). The lower element is another obsolete character, this one
composed of ~ cover over yet another obsolete character combining B! aromatic herbs and 2

pattern. Given the meanings conveyed by # and those of cognate terms, it may be supposed that
the original idea was to create a rich brew by grinding aromatic herbs and, after mixing with
alcohol, sealing the brew in a container — *dense/luxuriant® growth; *pervasiveness* («— rich
brew) — *flourishing*. Also, *mood*, *gloom*, *melancholy* and *depression* («— dense

atmosphere «— rich brew). A variant form, £, is equally opaque.

it (12) 75 F 2>
= words + H here an abbreviated form# of Jit bend — stutter/*stammer*, the sound likened to

bent words (compare Pz and ;). *Bend*, *obey*, *yield* and *shrink from* are borrowed
meanings.

W (16) ¥ ;72bidie
As per ## (circular) + K tree/wood — tree bearing round *citrus fruit*. 72 % (372 (Citrus
tachibana) is not the mandarin orange, but an inedible variety of citrus fruit native to Japan.

W14 7Y
An abbreviated form# of #z (rise high) + =} ladle — the Big Dipper, high in the sky, and circulating



about Polaris — *circulate*. Also, *administer* («— be the focal point around which affairs center).
p

H A A AAE Q) 5130

The relevant seal inscription form shows X# hand wrapped around the bamboo handle of a
*broom* (compare 77) — *brush*; *sweep*. *Comet* is via assigning £ the signification of the
compound £ 2,

=15 =04
4 comet (— bright object) + /[» heart/emotions — *bright*; *intelligent*; *wise* («<— intelligence
likened to a bright comet within the mind).

NG ==
The relevant seal inscription form is a variant of X spear/halberd, being a *battle-ax* with a
rounded handle — *halberd*. The shape of the weapon also permitted it to scoop objects up/out.

Bo(13) = FEMY
Ii# battle-ax + 4 metal — metallic *battle-ax*.

4 hA

A variant of 7 (harmonious circle), specifying the act of creating a physical circle by scooping out
a hole — *part*; *separate™ (« separate contents in scooping a portion). & later came to indicate
an *archery glove*, as well as a ZZ-shaped *device attached to a bow*.

e (10) >
As per F# (scoop out) + f bulging earthenware jug/vase — hole scooped into earthenware to
create a container. For other meanings, see /K.

(1) Y
F# separate + = words — words offered at a *parting* — *bid farewell*; *take leave of*.
*Secret* is a borrowed meaning.

JL (3) =¥
—# (fullness) + JL person — raise a prisoner's/captive's head fully (to shave it in punishment) —
*thrust high/tall*.

Hl(8) Y
As per H# (chisel-like implement in motion) + JJ sword/knife — scrape at with a bladed
implement (compare ji%) — *scrape®; *shave* — *tear off*.

= O(12) T

As per E# (chisel-like implement in motion) + 77 bamboo — notch an arrow with a chisel-like
implement — *notch of an arrow™; *notch on a bow™* (for a bowstring). Also, *should/must* (be)
and *have the expectation that* (« fitting idea «— bowstring fitting the notch of an arrow).

& (16) HA
As per &# (reduce/eliminate space) + K dog/beast — pack animals that cleverly hem in prey —
*sly*; *cunning*. Compare 7.



(7)) A0 00
As per & # (reduce/eliminate space) + /K tree/wood — the tight spiral shape of the cone of a
Chinese juniper — variety of *cypress*; *Japanese cypress*.

M (17) BA78FET
As per &# (reduce/eliminate space) + A flesh — thin slices of raw meat/fish covering a platter —

*namasu* (sliced vegetables and fish in a vinegar dressing). A variant form, i, replaces Al with f&
fish.

W o(13) Y

As per ‘B# (circulate) + K dog/beast — pack animals that hunt by tightening a circle about their
prey (compare &) — *sly*; *cunning* (compare &) — *(put into) disorder* (« use cunning to
upset the customary order).

1% (15) BA

As per E# (compress) + /[ heart/emotions — heart in a reduced state — *be confused*.

" (15) BA;20 (D) ;25 (F-nD)
As per Ei# (compress) + 7K water — structure compressed in collapsing due to overflowing water

(compare Ji%) — *collapse*; *rout/be routed*; *crush* — *sore* («— inflammation bursting
through the wall of an internal organ «<— water bursting through a structure).

[ (14) %
As per E# (valuable goods) + [ enclosure — empty a container of its valuables — *empty
container®; *empty*; *lacking*.

il (18) *; 0>
As per [E# (empty container) + A tree/wood — wooden container — *chest*; *coffer*; (wooden)
*tub*.

HO(17) F;0AAR
As per E# (go around) + 5 words — circumlocution on account of being *loath* to say —
*posthumous name*.

f (17) 750500
As per if# (pour out) + 5 gate — gate with ample space, allowing people and objects to pour out
— *broad*; *wide* — *distant* («— be wide apart). Compare #4.

a7 Y
As per E# (cut) + £ (cavity) — cut in scooping out a *wide* opening — *open*. Compare .

B (18) VA, 7 A, =; &7 () TN (T 1D)
As per i5# (harvest) + K grain/rice — *be in disorder* («<— post-harvest leavings) — *dirty*;
*filthy*. Compare 7.

B(18) ;7202 (Wy)



As per Z# (hang low) + 52 ghost; demon — a name for a particular country in ancient China,
regarded as populated by short and unsightly inhabitants. The meaning *high* likely stems from
association with the mountainous areas of the country. Other pejorative names for countries and

their residents that involve shortness include /& and 5.

B (17) 7>
As per Z&# (rotate) + [ gate — *shut* a gate by rotating an implement designed for that purpose
— *end* — *pause®; *take a rest*.

i (16) 100 0) 0 (L) ;88 ()
As per H# (round) + 5 words — speak in a circumlocutory manner — *say*; *name* — *a
saying®; *think*; *reason*.

& 10y 7>
JiE# bend + A person — bend a person to one's will — *strong-willed*; *strong*. Also, *stubborn*
(«— strong-willed).

i O(13) 77,30k

JEi# bend + 7< hole — bend to enter a *cavern* or *cave*.

B (14) 75 A
As per if# (bending figure) + M grass/plant — *dense*, bending vegetation — *growth*.

B(15) 40750 (%)

J#H# iron + ‘K fire (for emphasis/clarification) — *iron* (out wrinkles); *smooth out*.

ik (12) 752775 (D)
The lower element# (77 reverse + X bent, open-mouthed figure) originally indicated a person

vomiting, with ingested food reversing itself up the digestive tract. ik adds | cliff/shape indicator
(— stiff body) — seizure accompanied by vomiting. *That* is a borrowed meaning. Note that in

Chinese, the lower element acquired the associated meaning "hiccup," while ik was borrowed for
use as a personal pronoun.

R (15) 7Y bW
As per Jik# (seizure) + i grass/plant — *bracken*; *fernbrake* («— plant that induces convulsions
when its toxic portions are eaten).

- 3 7V

A depiction of a child (compare 1) with its left arm cut off (compare < ). The compound ¥ f-
originally indicated "short" or "lacking," but the same compound (with a different reading) also
refers to mosquito larvae.

H(14) 303
As per ‘§# (circulate) + K tree/wood — spiral-shaped *piece/chip of wood*.

T () = 2K (B) 9T

As per J# (scoop out) + F+ hand/action indicator — *scoop/gouge/hollow out*; *bore*. Also,



*archery glove* (compare FR).

W (15) Y

As per Jik# (seizure) + K dog/beast — *unruly* beast — *storm about* — *fly into a rage*.

B (19) 770157286 () 2T K)
As per Jik# (seizure) + /& leg/foot — *stumble*/*fall* (to the ground) in suffering a seizure —
*trip* — *fell* (an enemy/opponent) — *kill*. Also, *leap* (« fly forward in being tripped).

B O(18) X;HUM oz

As per H# (compress) + 77 bamboo — *round, bamboo basket* for carrying compacted soil.

i (21) F;8<(D)
& # valuable goods + £ food/eating — *send a present* (originally, of food; later, with more
general applications) — a *sent present*; *tall pile of food/gifts*; *a meal*.

F (16) VA hA
As per &# (reduce/eliminate space) + M grass/plant — *luxuriant vegetation* — *abundant*
(gathering).

g (11) 7>
Ji# bend + [ mountain — *bend* to enter a mountainous *cavern* (compare 7 ) — *high, rocky
mountain* (with such a cavern).

il 9) Y=, v=>;bb (i) ;50 (25)
As per IfiL# (be filled) + [ heart/emotions — heart filled with commiseration — *show
consideration for (be anxious about) the plight of another®; *materially relieve one in distress*. For

the idea of commiserating with or comforting a suffering person, compare .

9 B4
As per 5# as described in §5 (sever/separate) + /A tree/wood — sever a branch from a tree and use
as a *walking stick* — *cane*.

i (19) 77500 (%)
As per ## (circular) + 5 words — use circular speech to *deceive*, to *mislead*, or to *conceal*
(one's intentions) — *entrap*. Also, *strange* and *dubious*.

B (16) =
#i# go over/beyond + K tree/wood — *shade* provided by overhanging trees — *line of trees
overhanging a road*.

e (16) HA;
As per &# (reduce/eliminate space) + I mouth — *swallow*/*gulp* down (a lump of) food —
*eat™ — *throat™ (down which food is swallowed).

& (18) HA;=x

As per E# (compress) + & thread — colorful threads compressed in a piece of embroidery



(compare #&) — *draw/sketch* (then color) — *paint*.

& (8) hA; 047

As per Ei# (compress) + B ear — *deaf* («< aural capacity reduced to nothing).

FE(10) 17 720E ;U< LA
As per E# (chisel-like implement in motion) + A tree/wood — chisel out a constrictive *wood
frame*, then place it about a bending tree or other curved object in order to straighten it.

o (10) Y T
As per &# (chisel-like implement in motion) + & movement — active (not sluggish) movement —
*fast®; *quick*.

B (15) 7A;0B0<CE
=# benefaction + i grass/plant — plant/herb providing the benefaction of a fragrant aroma
(compare #) — *fragrant plant/herb* — *fragrant orchid*.

i (18) A
=# benefaction + H insect — *cicada* («— insect that aerates soil, prunes trees and provides food
for certain animals, all of which benefit the environment).

B®o®) v
As per F# (scoop out) + & jewel — *jewel* in the shape of a reverse C, which was attached to a
waistband. *Leather archery glove* is a borrowed meaning (compare £).

ik (11) 753

As per R# (scoop out) + £ horn — *damaged horn* (« chipped/nicked, creating a hole) —
*damaged* — *be dissatisfied* («— unsatisfactory condition) — *wish for* («— wish for a solution
to a situation that dissatisfies one).

i (15) 74>

As per Z4# (circular) + 7K water — *water gushing from a round spring* (compare &).

Al (6) 7 ,&HLE(D)
As per H# (scoop out/away) + JJ sword/knife — scoop away (= cut off) feet in the punishment of
amputation — *amputation of feet/legs in punishment*.

L (10) 7,325, 3>
As per JU# (raise; rise) + HL. vehicle — the *upward curving shafts* of a vehicle's crossbar. Also,
the *linchpin* that crosses the shafts (compare #).

wo(13) =
As per ‘B'# (circulate) + F hand/action indicator — *dig* a round hole — *disturb* (« alter a
situation «— dig a hole).

(1) T

As per JL# (shave a person's head) + A tree/wood — *stump* remaining after a tree has been cut



— *branchless tree* with a crown of leaves at the top.

il (8) T2, va kb (ie) ;9 (x5)
I here an abbreviated form# of Jifl (commiserate) + ! kneeling figure (— posture of an afflicted
person) — *commiserate*/*comfort® another person.

B (15) &'A ;=1 00X

As per E# (wrap around) + K tree/wood — corpse wrapped in a *coffin*.

W (16) A
5% here an abbreviated form# of T dirty; filthy + 7K water — destructive overflow of water,
leaving dirt/filth in its wake — *vast/expansive®; *dirty*; *filthy*. For the idea of a destructive

Ni=cN
overflow of water, compare 8.

B (15) 73007

As per F# (scoop out) + 55 bird — *shrike* («— bird with a scoop-shaped bill). Compare #. Some
sources present 5, which repositions the elements in B, as a variant form of . Other sources,
however, present #45 as an independent character referring to a variety of cuckoo.

¥o(13) ;U
4 here an abbreviated form# of ¥ (connect) + /& leg/foot — connecting footpath —
*way/method* — *road*; (important) *post™*.

% (21) 7;ow
#%# + [N rain/natural phenomena. A variant of 7% *dew* — *open*; *exposed* («— see through a
transparent object). Also, *transience of life* («— dew as a quickly dissipating element). *Russia* is

via the phonetic construction % P8 i (#5745 0h).

B (19) L1900 (L)
The relevant bronzeware inscription form is f# deer plus a pair of neatly aligned antlers (compare
#5) — *beautiful*; *lovely*.

B 7 Uk

M field + 1:# pile of earth — long strip of piled earth/land with alternating cultivated and non-
cultivated sectors — *village*; *the country(side)*; *one's hometown*. Also a *unit of length*,
approximately three kilometers.

JH 9) V»

An abbreviated form of #& *small amount* — *unit of money*.

B oan v
As per B# (long strip) + & jewel — veins or streaks in a piece of jade — *logic*; *reason* («—
lines/threads of a reasoning process «— vein; streak) — *principle*; *natural science*.

= (13) U6
As per B# (long strip) + 4K clothing — strips of fabric used as lining/backing material for garments
— *back®; *reverse*; *opposite*; *inside*. Extended meanings include (in) *secret®, *behind the



scenes*, *the sole* and *the bottom half of an inning*. A variant form, ff, repositions the 7
element.

% 6) Y
The relevant oracle bone form of this character is X hand/action indicator + an element# indicating
a flag stuck into a frame — an *official* planting flags/markers at fixed intervals. Compare 5 and

.
jo(11) =

A depiction of salt-studded earth — (naturally occurring) *salt*; *saline earth*; *alkali*.

& (7)) V78
“F# child/offspring + K tree/wood — *plum* (voluminous fruit; compare #).

B (15 ©m
fa# fish (— dull life forms) + E say/speech indicator — repeated puckering of the mouth of a fish
— *stupid*; *foolish*; *absurd*. Compare f:.

= (7) v;V=

A depiction of a *spine/backbone*, the bones neatly aligned in a row. Compare %

(ERCRVER=:
As per =# (align in a row) + A person — companions, people in figurative alignment —
*companion®* — *associate(d) with*.

fg (13) Va; .
As per (2# (align in a row) + 5% thread — fabric with a striped pattern — *silk gauze*.

& (18) VA
As per H# (long strip) + an obsolete character signifying "split" — plow long, neat furrows —

*manage*; *control*. *Ancient unit of weight* (equaling 1/100 of a ) is a borrowed meaning —
*small amount®.

£ ©9) VU

E# village + A person — rural inhabitant — *rural*; *countrified*; *rustic*; *vulgar*.

i (18) U;Zw
As per H# (long strip) + £ fish — *carp* (patterned with long strips).

B (24) my¥
As per ## (connect) + /5 bird — bird that flies with neck retracted (= connected to the body) —
*heron*; *egret*.

I (13) miFEnaen
4~ here an abbreviated form# of ¥ (connect) + H commodities — connections obtained through
gifting/bribery — *bribe*.



B (16) 1;5%
As per ## (connect) + §fi grass/plant — plant with rhizomes, forming a connecting pattern. The
plant originally indicated is now obscure, and *butterbur* is a borrowed meaning.

O (19) 7,5
As per ## (long and drawn out) + K tree/wood — a *scull* (single oar of a boat, drawn up out of

the water and moved from one side to the other to propel the vessel) — *oar*. Compare fifs.
*Watchtower* and *turret™ are via reinterpretation of the character as a high (= vertically long)
wooden construction.

o (10) V;~Av

As per H# (long strip) + [ mouth — bring a long utterance to an end — emphatic auxiliary,
bringing a sentence to an end. *Mile* is a borrowed meaning, the pronunciation of the character
serving to transliterate the English term.

T (10) Vs
As per H# (long strip; unit of length, approximately three kilometers) + 7K water — *nautical
mile* (since 1929, standardized at 1852 meters).

fa (11) Va;m; 0L
As per =# (align in a row) + K tree/wood — *timber aligned in support of rafters at the eaves*;
*eaves™.

# (21) VA ;725(5)
As per BE# (neatly aligned) + A person — alignment of persons — (married) *couple*;
*companion(s)*; *line up*; *form a set™.

W (14) =
i# salt/alkali + /K water — *brine*; *foods soaked in brine* — *cover with salt*. Also, *alkaline
soil*.

& @1 n
£44# (long and drawn out) + fit- boat. Effectively a variant of #& (*scull*; *oar*).

% (13) =
4 here an abbreviated form# of ¥ (connect) + ¥ vehicle — *palanquin* (carried by attendants in
stages) — *large vehicle/carriage*.

(10) B3V 72T (D)
As per H# (long strip) + -[» heart/emotions — long-lasting *anxiety* or *regret*. The reading 771,
used primarily in names, is a borrowed one.

£ (15) A3l
An abbreviated form# of & (plow long, neat furrows) + 2f* cow — *yak* (« bovine, used as a
beast of burden).

£ (14) V; 000



An abbreviated form# of #& (plow long, neat furrows) + 2 woman — *widow* (i.e. a woman
whose husband has been buried like seeds in a furrow).

FE (15) Uy
An abbreviated form# of £ yak + =& hair — *tail of a yak*, one attached to a pennant/banner
(compare & and ) — *tail*; *yak*; *hair*.

PR O(12) L1135
As per FR# (frenetic activity) + A tree/wood — wooden *plectrum* drawn frenetically over the
strings of a musical instrument. *Twist* and *take a twisted approach to* are borrowed meanings

via JR.

% (12) 778 (b-b5-LL- L)

As per ¥&# (connect) + Y grass/plant — chain of dewdrops falling from a plant — *drop*; *fall*
— *omit*; *settle down*. Other extended meanings from "drop" or "fall" include *collapse*;
*come off/out®; *die down*; *decline*; *fail* (a test etc.); *be inferior®; *remove*; *trap*; and
*trick*. *Mistake* is via "omit," while *punch line* (of a joke) is by extension from "trick."

i (11) UxZ

4~ here an abbreviated form# of ¥ (connect) + H field — paths connecting fields — *manage* —
*abbreviate™ («— make shortcuts) — *consider*; *outline*; *broadly*; *tactics* («— tactically
effective shortcuts). *Plunder* is a borrowed meaning.

% (12) 7,006 (F5Te-05)
4~ here an abbreviated form# of ¥ (connect) + 5% thread — connecting threads/ropes of a net —
*connection*®; *entanglement* — *coil*; *hook™®; *line*; *rope*.

& (16) L% ;287 Shinjitai & (14)
Jik#is | cliff/shape indicator (here suggesting a roof) + #& (°K grain/rice doubled — sheaves of

grain) — count neat lines of sheaves in a storehouse (compare Z) — manage. J& adds H sun/day
— neat lineup or arrangement of days that enables easy counting — *calendar®* — *destiny*;
*fate™; *lifespan™; *era*; *period*.

J#& (16) L% Shinjitai & (14)
As per JFk# as described in J& (neat lines) + Ik (leg/foot) — walk with a neat gait — *passage*;
*continuation®; *one's career®.

71 2) Varz;Ux; bk
A depiction of the rippling muscles of a powerful arm — *power™*; *energy* — *strength*; *skill*;
*ability*; *labor*; *make efforts*.

w9 77
7K water + 45# (come to a stop) — tributary that connects with a river and comes to a stop. #7K is
the name of a *tributary of the Yellow River* — *Kyoto/the capital* (< association with the one-

time Chinese capital of % [5).

B&% (16) 77

4- here an abbreviated form# of ¥ (connect) + /& horse — stage horse, in particular, a *white



horse* with a long, braided black mane.

I (6) v7;Hi1E0
As per JJ# (ripples) + ] flesh — rippling muscles of the *ribs*.

D) Ux 7 Vav g (055 15)

J{ here an abbreviated form# of %% (flow) + F* hand/action indicator — fluid motion — *graze*
against; * brush by/past/over®; *snatch* — *steal* — *plunder®. Also, *blurry* as well as *husky*
(voice) («— indistinct sensations «— graze).

7 (19) L Liz7= (%)

As per JFE# (neat lines) + 7K water — *trickle* of liquid — *drip*; a *drop*.

fE (20) L=<

As per JfE# (neat lines) + K tree/wood — stable/manger constructed of neatly aligned pieces of
wood. Also, via the idea of neatly aligned pieces of wood, a *trough* for feeding livestock. (Certain
variety of) *oak* is a borrowed meaning.

B (24) L¥
As per [B# (neat lines) + [¥ rain/natural phenomena — neat string of thunderbolts — *thunder*.

i (4) vr
As per JJ# (ripples) + A person — supernumerary (likened to ripples of a main force) —
(numerical) *remainder*. In Japan, {/J sometimes serves as an abbreviated form of f# *work*.

o) v7 0% Varz B8R8T;857
As per JJ# (ripples) + K tree/wood — *grain* (of wood) (< ripple pattern). In Japan, #/j has also
been reinterpreted to mean a *carrying pole*.

o1 vy
As per JJ# (ripples) + 4% leather — the rippling straps of an (equestrian) *halter* — *restrain*;
*suppress*; *control*; *regulate*.

#E (23) L%
As per JfE# (neat lines) + ¥ vehicle — neat *gravel road* laid out for vehicular traffic. Also, the
*crunching sound* produced by wheels of a vehicle in rolling over gravel.

K (14) 77
As per £# (come to a stop) + £ short, squat bird — *horned owl* (« bird that remains perfectly
still before pouncing). *Black horse with a white mane* may be regarded as either a borrowed

meaning (compare and contrast %) or a derivative one («— horse patterned like a particular horned
owl).

B (7 Vav;L()
The relevant oracle bone form of this character shows a grain/kernel being washed in the flow of a
pure stream — *good* («— pure) — *superior*; *truly*; *considerably*.

B8 (9) mv



As per B # (flowing stream) + (= village/settlement — village/settlement adjacent to a pure,

flowing stream. Via "pure," BfS came to indicate a "clean/pure young man," next became a term by
which wives addressed their husbands, and finally developed into a euphemism for a male —
*man*.

BE (12) =v
As per B# (flow) + ) building — flowing (= extensive) passageway of a building — *hallway*;
*corridor*; *gallery™.

B (10) =772
As per E# (flowing stream) + 7K water — a *wave* (likened to a stream of water flowing atop an
even layer of water).

B (10) a7 0 E3 08 (5h3)
As per E# (flowing stream) + H moon — stream of moonlight (compare ) — *bright*; *clear*
— *cheerful* («— bright personality).

&1 Yaw; 3 (Ln-Te)
As per 5{# (heights) + 7K water — *cool*, clean water flowing continuously on high ground —
*refreshing®.

&= (12) Vav;i3h(3)
The relevant bronzeware inscription form is E# weight + grain — *measure* grain in weighing it
— *weigh* — *quantity*; *amount*; *estimate™®; *consider*. It is possible that the phonetic

element is the obsolete grain element; compare [ and #X.

ke (18) Vaw,uw ;T

As per E# (measure grain) + >K rice — measured rice — *food*; *provisions*; *nourishment*.

M (8) Y= Shinjitai [ (6)
A depiction of a measuring device with long arms aligned on *both* sides — *form a pair* — *unit
of weight*; (Edo period) *unit of money*. *Counter for cars/tanks* is a borrowed meaning.

o (5) VA Vav

An abbreviated form# of 4 (contain in the mouth) + [I kneeling figure — kneeling figure listening
carefully to a long sequence of commands issuing from the mouth of a ruler — *command*;
*order®; *rule*; *leader*.

(7)) VALS(ET05) ;200 (o) ; NMZR D000 T - 07) ; O (0D»)
As per ©7# (long sequence) + 7K ice — long stretch of ice — *cold*; *chilly*; *cool*. Other

extended meanings include *refrigerate*, *cold-hearted* (compare i), *surly*, *calm* and
*quiet*. *Tease™ and *window shopping™ are via the sense of taking a cool attitude toward a
person/purchasing.

g (13) LAY
As per 7# (long sequence) + 4> metal — *bell* that gives off a long sequence of peals. Compare
.



E (13) vA
As per # (long sequence) + N rain/natural phenomena — prolonged rain/drizzle — *drops of
water* (compare #%, % and #%) — *tiny*; *little* — *zero*.

H (14) Vav
As per 15# (long sequence) + H head — string of heads severed at the *neck* (compare & and 5&)
— *rule*; *possess* («— display severed heads to demonstrate rule) — *domain*.

i (20) LA Shinjitai #5 (17)
As per ©7# (long sequence) + K teeth — lengthy process according to which teeth wear down
and/or are lost — *age™.

#E (24) L A;7=F Shinjitai & (15)
As per fiii# (linked) + A% sorcery — medium invoking a procession of spirits — *spirit*; *soul*.

B (11) Vav
7% combines an abbreviated form of Z2 as described in [ (stretch) + A& leg/foot pointed downward

—> stretch the legs in relaxation. [% is Z&# (stretch) + & piled earth — long stretch of earth —
*(imperial) tomb/mausoleum™* (« hill-shaped tombs).

A (15) Vav
H{ here an abbreviated form# of {i{ (flow) + = words — flow of (clear) words — *truth*;
*clarity™.

52 (9) Vav
Abbreviated form# of &5t clear (words) + JL: *clear*. Here, JL has no semantic function, being used

simply to create a derivative character conveying a meaning that dropped from the original one.
*Help* is a borrowed meaning.

2= (11) Vav;idv ;e
J) is J) sword + marks on both sides — double-edged sword. The upper element# of %% adds 7K
water — planks set side by side over water as a *bridge* — *beam®*; *girder*; *rafter*. Also, *fish

trap*. % adds K tree/wood for emphasis/clarification.

i (17) LA;Vav

N rain/natural phenomena + || (here a shape indicator suggesting linked beads of water; compare

#%, V% and %) tripled — linked *raindrops* — *drops of liquid*; *falling in drops*.

fia (21) VA VUav; L

As per fii# (linked) + X tree/wood — *latticework® — *lattice window*.

R (10) BY;BR»HA
As per E# (flowing stream) + K dog/beast — *wolf* («— animal belonging to a large pack the
hunting activities of which are likened to a flowing stream).

| 11) vy
As per B# (pure) + & jewel — pure (whitish) jewel. A variant form, ¥, replaces = with 5. The



compound FEH refers to enamel.

i (15) Vav
fi# (aligned) pair + Hi vehicle — two-wheeled *vehicle* — *counter for vehicles*. The number of
wheels on the vehicle is no longer limited to two.

il (18) Vav
f# (aligned) pair + % (large, lumpy being) — *monster* that moves on a pair of legs, like a

human. The compound FEREHENE is a general term for evil spirits resident in forests, mountains and
rivers.

(7)) Vav;LA
As per ©# (long sequence) + A person — lengthy and *clever* performance given by a musician
and/or *actor®* — *smart*.

mo8) Vav;LA

As per 45# (long sequence) + /[» heart/emotions — heart long-suffering on account of
pity/sympathy — *sympathize* (compare ). *Intelligence* and *cleverness* are borrowed
meanings.

o9 LA
As per 55# (long sequence) + & jewel — prolonged *tinkling of a string of jewels* (compare

and Hg).

» oy 1A
As per 57# (long sequence) + =F sheep — *antelope™* («— creature with a pair of beautiful,
elongated horns; compare ).

o1 LA
As per 45# (long sequence) + M\ insect — insect with clearly demarcated segments. 5 refers to a
dragonfly.

7 (10) Vav; Lo (<)

As per z5# as described in [ (stretch) + 7K ice — thick wall of ice stretching skywards —
*surpass* — *overcome*. Also, *icehouse* — *keep out/at bay*. *Insult*, *break a rule* and
*commit a crime* are borrowed meanings.

E (11) Vav
As per z# as described in [# (stretch) + [LI mountain — *towering mountain* with long ridges —
*tower*.

ze (11) Vav,; L

As per %2# as described in [ (stretch) + Jf grass/plant — *water caltrop* (the fruit of which has
long, well-defined lines). (Water caltrop also goes by the name of water chestnut, but it is the corms
of a different plant, Eleocharis dulcis, that feature in Chinese cuisine.) *Diamond-shaped* is via the

compound ZE/E.



B (13) Vav

Effectively a variant form of % (*angle*; *edge*; *corner*), with K replacing A.

% (14) Vav; &
As per Z¢# as described in [% (stretch) + 5% thread — cloth patterned with long lines — *patterned
cloth*; *twill*.

W (16) v

As per EB# (flow — extensive) + H insect — long or long-legged insect — *praying mantis*. This
meaning is normally conveyed not independently but in the compound ¥z (praying mantis). A
variant form, %, replaces B[S with J.

% (8) Vav; LA ;IS
As per 7# (long sequence) + Wi grass/plant — a type of fungus, original identity obscure —
*mushroom*. %5 has also been applied to *licorice*.

& (16) LA, B

As per Z5# (prolonged rain/drizzle) + 7K water — prolonged stretched of water — *water route*.

28 (17) Vav, LA, A1

As per fiE# (string of objects) + LI mountain — string of peaks in a *mountain range* — *peak*.

®]) LA
As per ©5# (long sequence) + [ ] circular enclosure — *enclosure with latticed windows* (compare

fili) — *jail*; *prison*.

T (1) vA;Yay
As per 1# (listen carefully) + H ear — *listen carefully* — *hear*. Also, *wise*. ¥ was devised
to replace 43 after 43 came to refer to orders themselves rather than their reception.

fii (10) V=
As per [i# (aligned pair) + A person — *pair*; *couple* (of people); *two*. *Skill* and *ability*
are via the compound term FZfffi.

B (10) =y, 723z
As per B # (flowing stream) + Y grass/plant — a variety of *swampland plant* with long, flowing
roots. *Tobacco™ is a borrowed meaning in Japanese.

iy

[w

g

(12) Vav

Su# clear + [1 mouth — clear *voice*. Compare ¥

# (12) Vav,ay;ne
As per Z2# as described in [# (stretch) + A tree/wood — long piece of lumber — *squared-off
lumber*; *sharp edge of a piece of wood/lumber* — *angle*. Compare 4.

% (15) Vav,uy



As per Z2# as described in [# (stretch) + Hi vehicle — wheel *ruts*. Also, a *squeaking sound* or
*crunching sound* such as produced by the wheels creating such ruts.

w8 LA1;Vav
As per 5# (long sequence) + 7K water — flow of cool, clean water (compare i) — *cool*;
*clean®.

AR (10) LA

As per 45# (long sequence) + LL tile/earthenware — series of concave tiles placed in sequence to
channel water — *tile*. *Long-necked, handled earthenware pot* is via reinterpretation of the
constituent elements of the character.

(11) v1;Vav

As per 13# (long sequence) + fil boat — *boat* with a series of windows.

12 oy
As per R# (flowing stream) + K grain/rice — type of *weed* or *wild grass*, originally referring
to water plants with long, flowing roots; compare E.

B (15) mo;ea (L)
As per EL.# (flowing stream) + [ gate — *tall, broad gate* adjacent to a moat — *broad*.
Eventually, the character also acquired the meaning of a *dry moat* — *empty*.

i (13) Vav;Hbng
FA# (aligned) pair + 4< clothing — a waistcoat or *sleeveless vest* (paired with the garment worn
underneath). Also, an *Edo-Period garment* consisting of a trailing skirt, worn over a kimono.

B (12) Vaw; i<
H{ here an abbreviated form# of i (flow) + A tree/wood — tree with a figurative flow of flowers
— Ehretia ovalifolia. £¢<, however, refers to Aphananthe aspera, a member of the elm family.

7 (13) Vav;dHb
Abbreviated form# of %2 (run side by side) + >K rice — *millet*, the heads of which are strung in
long rows.

(8) VrsiIeL
A depiction of two trees, suggesting a large number of trees growing alongside each other and

encompassing villages (compare #1), sacred ground (compare %) and other spaces — *forest*;
*woods*.

% (11) Fv
As per ## (encompass) + 2 woman — be encompassed with craving for a woman — *covetous®;
k %

ravenous¥*.

W (11) Ve EOULWY)
H# forest + 7K water — rain dripping in a forest — *drip* — *desolation* («+— desolate feeling
created by the sound of dripping water) — *lonely*. Compare 1.



Ho(12) Vv
As per ## (encompass) + & jewel — jeweled necklace strung about the neck — *jewel*;
*tinkling of a string of jewels* (compare ¥ and F).

i (15) 720>
As per ## (encompass) + P alcohol container — object soaked/encompassed in alcohol —
*bleach* («— bleach by soaking).

#* (16) UV
H# forest + FY rain/natural phenomena — *long spell of rain* (originally, with specific reference
to rain in a forest).

= (13) Ursey
The top element# is a granary (compare & ). 2 adds K grain/rice — *granary* in which rows of
harvested crops are stored (compare Jft as described in &) — *conferral®; *grant*; *salary* («

grain conferred as payment; compare #}). Also, *receive a request for (and offer one's opinion)* (to
a superior) («— have a request conferred on one by one's superior, considered an honor). A variant

form, £, replaces K with 7ix altar/the supernatural.

= (15) Vv~
As per Z# (rows) + JK ice — row of icicles formed in *freezing* weather, causing
shivering/trembling (compare {#) — *severe* (« severe weather conditions). Also, *manly* («

severe personality <— severe weather). A variant form, {2, replaces K with 7 altar/the
supernatural.

= (16) Vv
ZE# granary + ) building — *granary*. JiE was devised to replace % after the latter acquired
extended meanings in addition to "granary."

Ho(13) U
#K here an abbreviated form# of #f drip +J illness — disease that causes fluids to drip from the
body — *gonorrhea*.

2 (16) Vv B% (D)
Abbreviated form# of & (shiver/tremble) + /[» heart/emotions — shiver/tremble in *fear* or
*awe*. Also, *be anxious for another*.

W (11) TV EE (D)
As per ## (encompass) + [ heart/emotions — heart encompassed with *insatiable greed*. Also,
*cold-hearted* (« greedy and indifferent to others; compare /43).

(14) Vs ia(b-nb)
Originally B# (separate) + 5% thread — separate silk threads, then process them into a finished
product — *train* — *knead®; *gloss*; *polish*; *discipline®; *mature*; *season*. The present

form replaces 5 with .



#o(16) L
Originally 3# (separate) + 4 metal — *refine* metal, separating out impure elements (compare
Jif) — *temper*; *forge*; *train*. The present form replaces ¢ with 5.

il (20) Z
As per Bd# (link) + K tree/wood — pieces of wood linked to form a *railing*, *pen* or *partition*
— (newspaper) *column*. il was devised to replace [ after i acquired secondary meanings.

H(10) L ob(R%-0%) 2 (D)

Hi here an abbreviated form# of [ (military vehicles in tight rows) + & movement — rows of
military vehicles on the move — *be/put in a row*; *be lined up*; *range*; *arrange*; *link* —
*be involved™; *be accompanied/taken*; *companion®; *regiment* — *attend* («— be one of many
attendees).

B (16) Ui k720

The relevant seal inscription form of 3 combines %% flame with 4 crossing legs — ignis fatuus
("will-o'-the-wisp," a flame or fire that appears in a long and clear chain). Later, % came to be
written K. To ## (repeated series), #f adds & village/settlement — lines of dwellings standing in
close proximity — *neighboring*; *next to*; *adjoining*. However, # has been supplanted by [,
which replaces (2 with B piled earth.

B (7)) v
Abbreviated form# of i connect + H ear — chain of linked ears, severed from the heads of enemy
warriors (compare f%) — *connect®; *join*; *align*.

B () Vs ()
As per 3C# (fine, detailed pattern) + [ mouth — finely woven excuses (for being
*stingy*/*miserly*) — *grudging*; *sparing of*.

P (12) Lo ia(d)
As per K# (separate) + K fire — *refine* (metal), separating out impure elements (compare $f).
Also, *knead into shape*.

M (17) Zv 707872 (%)

As per K# (separate) + [ gate — pieces of wood linked to create a fence, partition or *railing*
that separates/blocks off visitors from a gate — *block*; *screen*. Also, *rise high*, *be
advanced/well along*, *at the height of* and *in the thick of* («— gate within a partitioning

element). For railing and partition, compare H#.

B (20) T~
As per [d# (link) + 7K water — linked ripples, or crests of *high waves*. Compare {i.

1) Fr7=72 ()

F&# link + /K fire — *bright* chain of flames (compare the Old Chinese cognate 3 and its
replacement character #%). The character was however reinterpreted as flames attendant to boiling
(compare i) or cooking — *spoil*; *rot* («— overcook food to the point of spoiling it) —



*running sore*; *inflammation*.

W (22) 7~
As per [d# (link) + 4% clothing — pieces of cloth linked to form a *one-piece garment*. Compare

1.

W19 7@
Originally, ¥ + [, with the etymology running: As per f# (link) + ¥ grass/plant — *orchid*
(with a linked series of vertical or horizontal shoots). *Holland/Dutch* is via the phonetic

construction i/ FEFE. The JIS form replaces B with 4 + .

i (16) Zo A

A variant of #ifl (boil) — *boil* (to the point of overboiling); (*to warm) sake*.

HM(14) L& e

1H# be in a row + 7K water — rows of *ripples*. Compare {i, as well as .

HO(13) Vsl iEh
1H# be in a row + i grass/plant — *water lily*/*lotus* plants lined in rows across the surface of
water. Compare J<.

a7 vvsbhoud)
1H# be in a row + 5% thread — rows of *entangled threads* — *entanglement*; *complications*;
*trouble™.

B (15) Lo bbb (i)
As per ## as described in [ (repeated series) + /(> heart/emotions — waves of *sympathy*
(compare 1) — *pity*. Also, *treasure* and *dote on*.

e (16) Vv
As per 3## as described in [ (ignis fatuus; will-o'-the-wisp) + /X fire (for emphasis/clarification)
— *ignis fatuus®; *will-o'-the-wisp* — *phosphorous*.

fik (23) Vr95Z

As per #i# as described in [# (repeated series) + f& fish — fish *scales* — *scaly*.

i (24) Vv

As per ## as described in [ (repeated series) + i deer — a fabulous creature reputed to emit a
repeated, multi-colored glow. The creature is supposed to have the trunk of a deer, the tail of a cow
and the hooves and mane of a horse, and to make perfect right angles in turning (compare Jif). The
compound fitf#k refers to the male and female of the beast, with fif normally understood to

represent the former and i the latter. Eif% also applies to the *giraffe*, an animal which may have
been the model for the imaginary beast.

#(19) Ve
The lower element# combines an abbreviated form of [ (link) + ££ short, squat bird — birds



linked in formation atop a gate. [ adds ¥ grass/plant — *rush* («<— type of vegetation linked in
being woven into mats).

M (23) Ursic()
As per the lower element# described in # (link in formation) + /& leg/foot — *trample* an object
into (a string of) small pieces.

W (14) Lo
1H# be in a row + [1 mouth — rambling words, one following right after another — *ramble on*;
*chatter*; *voluble*.

B (19) Lo <&
1H# be in a row + 4 metal — *chain* with rows of links — *cable*. Also, as conveyed by the
irregular pronunciation 7>, *pre-refined iron*.

W (19) T2 8272(%) ;109 (W)
As per §8# (sharp reduction) + 2 woman — *languid*; *lazy*; *listless* («— condition of a
woman with sharply reduced energy).

B (10) Vo aiz(3e) ;s (D)
F# stingy + /[» heart/emotions (for emphasis/clarification) — *stingy* — *overly particular
about®.

B (13) Lvikob
As per H# (separate) + K tree/wood — *chinaberry* (Melia azedarach), the seeds and root bark of
which were separated out and used medicinally.

¥ (15 vl TChE
Abbreviated form# of i# be in a row + % doubled, indicating "stand in alignment" (compare %) —
*palanquin® borne by two rows of multiple attendants — *handcart™.

W 0) 7
fd# block + T hand/action indicator — *block*; *obstruct®.

W (30) T2 0%
Originally, as per F# (link) + # leather — two or more pieces of leather joined to create a *case
for a bow and arrows*. The present form replaces [ with .

B (15) Vv

As per ## as described in [ (repeated series) + |1/ mountain — *mountain range*.

B (16) U
As per ## as described in [ (repeated series) + & jewel — repeated pattern on a jewel —
*luster* given off by a jewel.

o (16) Vv

As per ### as described in [ (repeated series) + & movement (— action indicator) — *align* a



number of objects — *select* («<— select from among aligned items; compare ). Also, *hesitate*
(« hesitate in selecting from among numerous items).

(7)) Vv
As per ### as described in [ (repeated series) + £ stone — *flaked rock*. *Luster* given off by a
stone/jewel is a borrowed meaning via 5.

w(19) Vv
As per ## as described in [ (repeated series) + HL vehicle — repeated *squeaking sound*
produced by the wheels of a vehicle (compare #) — *rumbling* of a vehicle.

L (5) VYA (0 Th)
The relevant oracle bone form of this character shows a standing figure who exerts continuous
downward pressure on the ground — *stand* — *arise™®; *raise*; *erect™.

B (11) V=, o5
As per 3/ # (exert continuous downward pressure) + & rice — full, ripe ears of rice hanging
heavily on the plant — (a) *grain* — (a) *drop*; *droplet* («— small object resembling a grain).

L (8) 7V;7;0LK)

As per Vi # (exert continuous downward pressure) + 5 hand/action indicator — *drag* a heavy
person/object along the ground — *pull*; *draw*; *carry off*. Also, *crush* («— press down on
and crush).

(1) Yaw;ina
As per Yi# (exert continuous downward pressure) + 17 bamboo — *bamboo hat* weighing heavily
on the head.

B (22) Vav;2(x25) ;5 (Tr)

As per §8# as described in i (bind) + /& leg/foot — bind the legs with protective material in
crossing a river or other obstacle — *cross over*; *step across* — *exceed*. Also, *step on the
foot of a person walking ahead of one*.

7 (8) Var;Fary
As per 37# (exert continuous downward pressure) + i grass/plant — *pen* (for pigs or other
domesticated animals) erected from heavy, woven plant matter. Also, by way of interpreting the

character as ' + 37 stand, the herb Angelica dahurica, which stands as high as three meters.

& (25 Vav,;, o Ths

As per §2# as described in Ji (bind) + 2 hair — neatly bound/braided *mane*; neat *hair*.

(9 7
#E# (net) + W net — large *net* — *thin silk*; *line up* («— grid pattern).

i (18) L A;74 Shinjitai L (5)
The relevant seal inscription form of the right-hand element is . food stand + grain piled atop in
an orderly arrangement. & adds 7X altar/the supernatural — well-ordered, lengthy ritual —



*propriety* — *salutation*. Distinguish the right-hand element in this character from the
independent character %, which is a Shinjitai (new character form) of &

& (15) V;13(K)

The relevant seal inscription form is X # leg/foot pointed downward + an obsolete character that
appears to have suggested "make plodding progress, by various means." Eventually, the focus
shifted to shoes worn in plodding along — *wear shoes* — *wear™®; *put on*. The present form is

7 + 15 (double back) — *tread*.

= (12) Y
i here an abbreviated form# of # net + 5 words — heap *verbal abuse* upon another, likened to
covering with a net — *revile*; *curse*; *scold*.

it (23) 7

#E# net + & movement — *go about* on *patrol*, forming a net.

Q27 7

#EH net + 42 metal — *gong* with a reticulated pattern.

e (16) VU
An abbreviated form# of & net + .[» heart/emotions — suffer misfortune (likened to being caught
in an emotional net) — *distress*; *suffer from* (an illness); *meet with* (a disaster).

o4 U
& here an abbreviated form# of Bff (tangle; adhere) + 7K water — liquid that drips/sinks into and
adheres to an object — *drip*; *sink into*. Compare J#k.

M 23 U;7:bb
& here an abbreviated form# of Hf (tangle; adhere) + 28 millet — *birdlime* (glue for catching
birds) made of sticky millet.

BE (25) U, ENE
As per Bff# (tangle; adhere) + /7 bamboo — tangled, *rough-woven fence* (originally, one made of
bamboo strips).

fl ©9) V

Fll# sharp + A person — sharp/*clever* or *smart* person (compare | and ).

1Rl (10) Y
F# sharp + /[ heart/emotions — *clever*; *smart* (« excellent at making sharp distinctions).
Compare ff| and 7.

(1) U7l
FJ# sharp + K tree/wood — tree that produces sharp-flavored fruit — *pear*. Compare .

o12) ViVar; LA

Z! is as per Fl# (plow) + 4+ cow — cattle-drawn *plow*. However, in contemporary Japanese



usage, %2 has been supplanted by the form Z2.

2 (15) ViAo

An abbreviated form# of Z2 plow + an abbreviated form of Z% millet — plow *dark* soil over
millet seeds — *swarthy*. Also, *numerous* («— numerous seeds).

Al (10) UsbA
FlJ# sharp + W grass plant — plant with a sharp flavor when processed. The compound K #j (£
refers to jasmine.

i (24) V113

As per the right-hand element# of & (well-ordered) + £ fish — fish understood to refer to a
snakehead, or a variety of eel. The precise connection with "well-ordered" is now obscure. In
Japanese, |3 refers to the *conger (or pike) eel*.

W (22) 7;-o1
#E# net + W grass/plant — *vine*; *creeper* («— plant that creates a net-like cover).

2l VA TA47500708, 08D

Z pig/boar (— voracious creature) + H insect (doubled) — (destruction of a tree by a) *wood-
boring insect*; *wood-borer*. Also, a *split gourd used as a container* for liquids or as a drinking
implement («— bore out the contents in creating a container). *Variety of aquatic snail* (compare

%) is a borrowed meaning. Neither ¢ nor the doubled H! element bear upon the Old Chinese
pronunciation of this character, indicating that the phonosemantic element was originally something
else.

2 (20) L1710, 0FST
As per the right-hand element# of ¥ (ritual) + B alcohol container — sweet wine, offered ritually
— *sweet rice wine*.

BE 29 U;LA
As per JE# (neatly aligned) + f5 horse — *pair of horses* (neatly aligned for drawing a carriage);
*black (and/or lustrous) horse* (used for drawing a carriage).

2 (19 VA7 50(0%)

As per ZZ# (plow) + & movement — *walk slowly* in plowing.

B 20) LA1;0;<500)
4 dark + F& black (for emphasis/clarification) — *dark*; *black* (with a hint of yellow).

5 (6) v
4 # severed bone/death + J] sword/knife — sever bones and arrange them in a row — *row* —
*companion*; *attend*; *lots of*.

Bl (8) VA2t (IE2D)
Hll# row + A person (— human agency) — line objects in rows — *line up objects of the same
kind*; *example*; *usual*; (the ones) *in question* — *compare* («— compare a line of similar



objects); *for example®.

7l (10) LY
Hll# row + X fire — rows of intense flames — *intensity*; *violence*; *bravery*.

2 (12) Vs EKAT5)

As per Fl# (sever) + 4K clothing — cut/rip material — *rip*; *tear*; *split*; *rend*; *break apart*.

# (16) LA
%k is the left-hand element# as described in 7K (carve characters) + 3 seize. (Distinguish 5 from

the identical-appearing lower element of Jf; also, compare 13.) A thus means to seize captives and
tattoo them — *slave*; *servant* — *follower*. For the connection between tattoos and slaves,

compare %2. Although £ is the form consistent with the term's etymology, # has become standard
in Japanese usage.

B (7)) bA5bE(95)

Originally, X dog/beast + not 7 but rather 37.# (exert continuous downward pressure) — fend off
repeated, frenetic attacks from a dog or beast — *go/come back*; *return*. Associated meanings
include *be contrary*, (barely) *reach® and *restore*. Also, *violate* and *vomit* (« contrary), as

well as *be settled*. As with #¥, X is now replaced by K.

B (17) VAT (EF-A-%e)  Shinjitai b (7)

J&# (vigorous exertion) + /] power/energy — *urge* others to *exert* themselves/*work hard* —
*apply oneself to*; *be diligent* — *encourage*; *cheer up*; *raise the voice*; *incentive*;
*stimulation™.

¥ (16) TFA;7=D (Fe-bLVY) 72k (V%)  Shinjitai 5 (16)
TR here an abbreviated form# of #i| (sharp) + an element combining H commodities and a variant

of A person — person who suffers a sharp reduction in circumstances, and pleads for material
relief — *ask*®; *request®* — *entrust®; *depend/rely on*; *count on*. Also, *call in/on* (a
specialist), *dependable* and *reliable*.

W (19) 71 ;4  Shinjitai #E (19)
As per f&# (sharp reduction) + 7K water — swift current accompanying a sharp reduction in the
size of a river, stream or other conduit — *rapids*; *shallows™.

) V2 54<)

K here an abbreviated form# of Z= season (— season when soil is plowed) + JJ sword/knife —
sharp-edged plow — *work™® (well/skillfully); *sharp*; *convenience*; *profit*; *advantage*; *be
able to*; *be effective® («— sharp, effective implement).

Fo(12) U
FJ# (sharp) + 7 illness — sharp abdominal pain and *diarrhea* accompanying *dysentery*.

2E(10) V<Y
Originally a depiction of a *chestnut tree* with rows of *chestnuts* (the prickly burrs of which
create a stinging pain when touched).



Eo(12) U
As per ZE# (sting) + 7K ice — *shiver* with the *stinging cold*. Compare #1].

% 13) Vv
As per 5&# (sting) + /[» heart/emotions — *shiver*, *shudder* or *tremble* on account of *fear*,
likened to a stinging emotion.

Bl (8) LY
As per #l# (painful stimulus) + 7K ice — raw/*stinging cold*. Compare {#.

R (11) LA
As per Ji# (frenetic activity) + 1 mouth — (frenetic) *bird cry*.

B’ (1) LA hal(B) 50 (5)
As per JR# (frenetic activity) + & hand/action indicator — frenetic twisting motion — *twist*;
*turn forcefully* — *wrench*; *screw™*; *twirl* — *parody* («— parody that twists reality).

& (14) 7114
] cliff/shape indicator + £ here an abbreviated form# of 3# (pass over vigorously) — rough-
surfaced whetstone used for vigorous polishing — *rough/tough*; *sharp*; *sharpen®.

i (19) LA
As per JE# (whetstone) + £ stone (for emphasis/clarification) — *whetstone* (compare %) —
*polish*. # was devised to replace Ji& .

g (20) LA
As per JE# (rough) + H insect/creature — rough-shelled *oyster*.

W (19 714;705605 ()
As per §8# (sharp reduction) + /[» heart/emotions — *lazy*; *languid* («<— sharp reduction in
energy) — *neglectful*.

w21 74
As per F8# (sharp reduction) + ¥ illness — *leprosy/Hansen's disease* («— condition that roughens
the skin and reduces sensation in the extremities of the limbs; compare J&).

" (22) 74
As per f§i# (sharp reduction) + 77 bamboo — bamboo sharply reduced in size in being carved into

a pipe/flute. In Japan, however, & has been reinterpreted to suggest the *sound of the wind* (such
as heard through a bamboo grove).

fl9) 77
A variant of ] sharp — slash with a sharp weapon — *be in opposition* — *turn one's back on*.
Also, *leap/jump about® (« leap/jump about in slashing at).

B o4 7>
IR here an abbreviated form# of §l] (sharp) + % needle/cutting tool — *severe* pain caused by a



sharp weapon — *violent™® (activity/pain). Also, *hot*, *spicy* and *bitter* («— sharp taste).

7 (13) V;H3Y
FJ# sharp + H insect/creature — *bivalve* with sharp edges or protrusions on its shell. &Y
refers to a short-neck clam.

5 (16) VXU
As per 5&# (sting) + 7T bamboo — bamboo instrument that stings the lips in being played.
Compare M|, The compound 52 %% refers to an oboe-like instrument.

E(17) VA T4, 20k
As per JE# (rough) + J illness — *leprosy/Hansen's disease* (condition that roughens the skin and
reduces sensation in the extremities of the limbs; compare ##); *contagious disease*.

B (20) AT <ATD
As per J&# (rough) + K rice — *unpolished (or incompletely polished) rice* with a rough outer
surface — *brown rice*; *rough*.

H©9) vy EIO)
As per Fll# (painful stimulus) + 7K water — (painfully cold), *clear* water — *pure*. Also, *flow*
(compare ).

iz (10) U;0% (Te)
{\Z# the crown/throne + § grass/plant — crown or throne consisting (fully, or in part) of woven
vegetation — *arrival, appearance or presence* of a person of high rank; *assume* (a high-ranking

post).

W (10) U, 74,04, D% (Tp)
{if. here an abbreviated form# of [37 presence + 7K water — stand (= be present) at water's edge —
*be present and observe*.

59 LY
Hl# row + W grass/plant — row of *rushes* — *rake* (made with rows of rushes or similar
matter).

Z (6) 77,800 ;5 1F5)

A depiction of an aged person with a bent back (compare /A) — *old*; *elderly*.

& (14) Vav
The relevant oracle bone form of %%# shows a bonfire with a ring of flames, forming a circular

continuum. 5 adds A person — (figurative) circle of individuals belonging to a particular group
— *colleague*; *fellow™; *official*.

% (15) Vav
As per %%# as described in f& (circular continuum) + ~~ roof/building — a circular structure (or, a
circular group of buildings) — *government office®; *dormitory*.



w(17) Vav
As per %# as described in {5t (circular continuum) + J illness — continuous *treatment* of an
illness — *healing*.

T ) Vav
A depiction of a long object such as a thread rolled back upon itself — *completion* («— roll up a
lengthy object) — *comprehend* («— complete the process of understanding, and comprehend).

%% (12) v Shinjitai %7 (7)
As per [1#hs described in 4§ (curve) + JJ power/energy — bend/stoop in *labor* and/or *fatigue*
(compare ¥) — *work hard*; *hard work*.

BE(10) Vaw

K rice + *H# ladle — *measure* out rice by ladling it — *material* («— measure grain and prepare
it as the basis for a meal); *salary* («— measured grain given in compensation for services; compare
IE) — *fee*; *charge*.

M (1) JVaw
An abbreviated form# of [% descend + 4= life — vital force winding upward in spite of downward
resistance — *rise* — *prosperity*; *superiority*.

e (10) U= ;723 (L9 - 15)
i# is as per [[ak described in & (newborn baby) + 1| river (— flowing water) — flow of

amniotic fluid accompanying a fetus passing through the birth canal. The further addition of 7K
water is to expand the scope of the term to that of a heavy *flow™ of water — *float*; *pour* —
*trendy*; *school* (of thought, art etc.); *style*; *rank*; *grade*. Other extended meanings
include *wash off/away*; *circulate®; *wander*; *passage® (of time); *descent®; *distribute™;
*divert®; *stroll*; *cruise®; and (a) *sink*.

i (12) V=v
As per 7it# as described in it (flow) + 4 stone — *sulfur* («— mineral composed of the discharge
of volcanic flow).

B (10) Vav; ;b (E5-05)

As per Jl# (bend) + H field — field laborer coming to a stop in stooping with exhaustion (compare
%) — *stop*; (temporarily) *stay/settle*; *hold down*; *detain*; *fix in place* — *keep* (in
mind). ¥ employs the same variant of J[l as in .

w(9) Vay; &

As per J[# (bend) + K tree/wood — *willow* branches bending in a strong breeze.

(7)) mrvy
= roof/building + 4*# cow — barn/stable for cattle — *jail/prison* — *secure* — *hard*; *tight*
(«— hard/tight security). Also, *sacrifice® («— sacrifice an animal confined for this purpose).

7 (15) Vav

%% as described in i, here an abbreviated form# of #% (raise threads and wrap them about an



object) + & hand/action indicator — *raise*; *1ift*. Also, *make orderly*, likely connected with
the disentangling of threads.

& (15) Vay
As per %%# as described in it (circular continuum) + & movement — move to a *distant* point
along a circular course.

B (16) Vav
As per ¥%# as described in f§ (ring of flames) + /X fire (for emphasis/clarification) — ring of
flames of a *bonfire* — *burn* (unceasingly).

e (17) Vav
As per %7# as described in ft (circular continuum) + H eye — *observe from a high place,*
enjoying a *clear* panoramic view — *clear-sighted; *clarity™.

e (18) Vay
As per %7# as described in f§ (circular continuum) + 5% thread — raise threads and twist them
about an object in wrapping it (compare ) — *twist about*; *circulate™ — *entangle*.

% (14) Vav
As per 24 (separate from a main unit) + = roof/building — *empty* building, one separated from
a main structure — *vacant®; *deserted*; *lonely*.

Zi (14) Yav;7=T
As per 224 (separate from a main unit) + ¥ grass/plant — species of *smartweed* the leaves of
which are spaced quite far apart. Compare %E.

Z (15 V2w v
[(J#Tombines 4 metal + a variant of J[I (bend). The original signification of this character is

obscure, but likely similar to that of Zk (kill). £ adds JJ sword/knife — force a victim to
bend/hang the neck then decapitate with a bladed implement — *kill*.

# (15 vv;lay
As per 55# (stoop) + T hand/action indicator — stoop in dredging, or in dragging a seine —
*dredge™; *drag®; *fish up*.

B v U=y
As per 7it# as described in Jit (flow) + T jewel — *jewel* with a slippery surface over which the

fingers flow. The compound 5 is an abbreviation of BRIKF#H, a transliteration of the Sanskrit
vaidurya (lapis lazuli).

i (13) Vav, 7z (F5-05)
As per ¥# (round) + 7K water — liquid that collects to form a round, slippery puddle (compare 75)
— *collect*; *build up*. Also, *drip* and (rain)*drops* (« drops of rain that collect; compare %%).

2 (14) Var

As per ¥# (round) + K tree/wood — roundish *pomegranate* fruit.



B/ (15) V=, 25
As per #4# (round) + 7 illness — a roundish *bump*, *swelling* or *tumor*. Also, a *nuisance*,
particularly with reference to a child. Compare JE.

W (11) Vaw;»aE ()
As per Jl# (bend) + H ear — figuratively bend/incline the ear in listening — *slightly*;
*somewhat™*; *a little* («— be able to hear only slightly).

B (14) av;¥%ay
As per 224 (separate from a main unit) + F hand/action indicator — *tighten* objects that had

been separate into a single unit (compare 2 and %) — *tie into a bundle* — *strangle*. Also, *be
entangled*.

2 (18) 1w lIcZnEi) ;b AR
As per 24 (separate from a main unit) + P4 alcohol container — liquor with dregs at the bottom
resting separate from the alcohol — *unrefined, cloudy liquor*.

w(15) g iZbld &
As per %%# as described in & (circular continuum) + 7K water — *puddle* (« result of *prolonged
rain*) — a *muddle*. For puddle, compare .

B (16) Vav; b (50»)

As per %7# as described in f& (circular continuum) + H sun/day — *clear* arch of sky.

¥ (20) Vav;,ay;HLid
As per ¥%# as described in f§ (circular continuum) + 4 metal — round *iron fetters*. *Silver* is
via a reinterpretation of the constituent elements of this character (metal with a long-lasting luster).

Bl (8) Var; &k ()
As per #l# (hang) + 7K water — *pure*/*clear* dewdrops hanging on then dripping from a plant
(compare ¥%) — *flow*.

& (18) V= HEEh
As per #4# (round) + [ rain/natural phenomena — round *raindrops*/*dripping water* (that
collects).

7 (19) V=7 ;v
As per #9# (round) + £ food/eating — round lumps of *steamed rice* — *(re-)steam rice* — a
*steamed meal™*; *to steam?*.

B (17) 7Y
As per Z5# (stoop) + 7 illness — stoop with *exhaustion*. Though "tuberculosis" is sometimes
noted as a meaning of this character, the sense actually pertains to the compound %5 7%.

i (13) U= v;137zdbl

As per 7it# as described in it (flow) + the pennant/banner element described in fit — *streamer*



flowing in a breeze. Also, a *crown ornament* (that hangs from both front and back).

e (17) V=v
As per [%# (wind upward) + 7" illness — *tumor* rising on the surface of the skin (compare %%).
Also, *fatigue* and *retention of urine* («— symptoms of a tumor-accompanied disease).

R (15) Vav
%% as described in f& here an abbreviated form# of f§ clarity + 1 mouth — (indirect reference to)
*clarity or resonance of voice*. Compare .

w15 vy;Vay
As per %7# as described in {§ (ring of flames) + ‘K. dog/beast — *hunt at night* with torches,
closing a circle around prey (compare %% and 7).

N4 oyttt (o)

A depiction of a tall mound that curves in stretching at length. *Six* is a borrowed meaning.

e (11) V27
72 was originally /N (mound that stretches at length) doubled — a stretch of land. [ is ZE# + B
piled earth — *land* winding far, wide and high — *plateau*®; *winding*; *jump up*.

2 (15) V7
As per Z# (separate from a main unit) + ZX spear/halberd — execute a person, separating him from
the group to which he belongs (compare 8) — *kill*.

Zh (13) V7,6 (ED)
As per 224 (separate from a main unit) + /] power/energy — *combine/unite forces* (once
separate).

B (13) V7130
As per Z2# (separate from a main unit) + A person — execute a person, separating him from the

group to which he belongs (compare Z%) — *kill*. Also, *humiliate* («— punishment that
dishonors).

% (17) Vav
As per [&# (wind upward) + < hole — ventilation hole in a ceiling allowing the release of rising
smoke (compare [A]) — *arch*; *dome*.

M (15) v Shinjitai £ (13)
As per 8# (continuum) + K tree/wood — wooden structure of multiple stories — *tower*;
*lookout™.

W 14 vvsb (L9 -5-1D)
Jsi# is /7' (here a shape indicator suggesting a roof) + [ rain/natural phenomena — raindrops

leaking through a roof. Ji§ adds 7K water for emphasis/clarification — *leak* — *spill*; *escape*;
*shine through* — *divulge*; *confide*; *reveal* — *give vent to*; *reject™; *omit*.



= 11 ey
The relevant seal inscription form is Bt mother (— producer of a succession of individuals) + an

element# combining #' center/middle and % woman — continuum of stooped female slaves tied to
a central restraint and dragged along — *tie*; *drag*; *connect™.

£ (13) ;uy
As per ## (stoop) + A person — stooped/hunchbacked figure — *bend/stoop*.

B (14) s uiEUE

As per ## (continuum) + /= body (— person) — appearance of one person after another —
*often™; *frequently™.

B (16) /Ly av
As per ## (continuum) + J illness — *fistula* (< abnormal passage functioning as a continuum
between two body parts) — *ulceration*. *Hunchback* is a borrowed meaning; compare {2,

# (16) /N;av
As per ## (continuum) + 4< clothing — *rags* stitched together into a single garment. Compare

1.

17 v

As per %£# (continuum) + 5% thread — pieces of *thread* wound about a reel.

% (17) »v
As per ## (continuum) + H\ insect — *many-jointed insect*. ili; refers to a mole cricket.
Compare .

BE(19) ey BT (05)
As per %£# (continuum) + 4 metal — metalwork with a repeated pattern carved into it — *carve*
— *stud* (with jewels etc.); *inlay™.

BE(21) m;av

As per 8# (continuum) + “E" bone — *skull* (composed of a continuum of bone).

i (9) m7 e (L)

The right-hand element# is as per N (spread) + an L-shaped frame — spread over a low, narrow
space. [ adds B piled earth — low, narrow space between (earthen) walls — *low*; *narrow*;
*cramped* — *narrow-minded* — *mean*. Compare Z£.

% (16) 7;v;ny 00 (9 -15)
As per %£# (continuum) + 7< hole — be permanently confined in a narrow space — *poor* —
*shabby*; *wretched*. Compare .

#® (17) v
As per ## (continuum) + 77 bamboo — continuum of bamboo strips woven into a basket —
*bamboo basket*.



W o(14) mv
As per %-# (continuum) + = earth — *anthill* (built by a continuous procession of ants) —
*small/low mound*.

14 nov0K)
As per %:# (drag slaves) + F hand/action indicator — *pull* (a person along) — *embrace* by
pulling a person toward oneself.

BE (11) vaZ ;7 Lo

A depiction of a *deer®*, an animal that forms a long, winding herd.

B (14) v7;209) 4 K)
As per JfE# (long and winding) + 7K water — a long trail of dripping liquid — *filter*; *strain*

(compare Ji§). Also, *make (Japanese) paper* (a process that involves filtering considerable
amounts of water).

B (19) 77508
As per J#E# (long and winding) + #K forest — long and winding (forested) *foot of a mountain* or
*foothill*.

W (18) 1
As per JiE# (long and winding) + . vehicle — long, winding *pulley* (compare #) — *roller*.

BE (16) U=;Uaw;7=-> Shinjitai #& (10)
A depiction of a large, coiled serpent — *dragon®. A seal inscription form adds an element
suggesting the idea of rising upward, while the original oracle bone form# supplies the sound.

B (19) vv;7=% Shinjitai & (13)
As per fE# (winding) + 7K water — *waterfall*; *rapids* (< winding watercourse) — (torrential)
*rain®,

7 (1) 270 (%) ;b ThE ()
J1+# pair of hands + & jewel — hands curved about a jewel in handling/toying with it (compare 5r)
— *play*; *fiddle with*; *toy/trifle with* — *tease™®; *mock*; *ridicule*.

B (19) vy
As per fiE# (winding) + 1 earth — winding *ridge* between fields — *mound*; *hill* (compare
ki) — *grave* («<— burial mound).

H (20) oo
As per FE# (winding) + & jewel — the *clean/clear tinkling sound made by a long chain of jewels*
(compare Ey and Hf). BE has also been understood as a *jewel cut into the form of a dragon*.

FE (22) nU T2 (05D) ;28 (D)
As per #E# (winding) + 17 bamboo — *basket* woven of curved bamboo strips — *contain*;
*include*; *encompass*. Also, *unite*, *shut oneself up* and *cage*. For cage, compare £&. A



variant form, &, employs the & form of #E.

R (20) =750
As per #E# (winding) + A tree/wood — (circular) wooden *cage* (compare #E). A variant form,
&, employs the 7 form of FE.

W (19) =Y
As per FE# (winding) + 1 mouth — a bent *throat* (as opposed to a straight one).

£ (19) vy
As per FE# (winding) + T hand/action indicator — wrap the arms around a variety of objects —
*bring together®; *possess™.

BE (19) vv;Vav

As per fE# (winding) + & piled earth — winding *hill* or *mound*. Compare EE.

® 2 vy (%)
As per §E# (winding) + 1 stone — grind grain in a *mortar* with a winding motion — *grind*;
*mill*.

i (20) mv;BIEA
As per HE# (winding) + H moon — the (faintly visible) moon (compare i) winding through the
sky — *hazy*; *dimly visible*.

i (22) v
As per FE# (winding) + H ear — elongated, deformed ear — *deafness*; *deaf person*.

B (19) vv
As per FE# (winding) + ¥ grass/plant — *tall grass* («— tall and winding). Also, *smartweed*
(compare Z).

* (6) A ;A

A depiction of a tri-pronged *plow*, an implement used to create long, rounded furrows.

Al (13) Fv;A72 (3 -415)  Shinjitai L (7)
The relevant bronzeware inscription form shows the left-hand element to have been two hands
untangling a ball of threads by by pulling the threads up and down (compare ff as described in ).

Meanwhile, L is a variant of & (rise and hit a block). The combination of elements suggests a ball
of tangled threads — *confusion*; *disorder®* — *disturb*; *disarrange*; *rebel*; *riot*.

BN (7) 251D

A depiction of a swarm of fish eggs — *egg*.

8 (23) L2 2 (L) ;2(9)  Shinjitai 28 (10)
Tttt is % thread(s) + = (make verbal distinctions — distinct) — make tangled threads distinct by
stretching and untangling them. #&# adds /[> heart/emotions — attempt to untangle confused feelings

(of longing, anxiety, or love) by figuratively stretching them straight (compare *# and L) — *long



for*; *be anxious for*; *love*. The top element of the present form of the character represents a
tremendous simplification.

fid (10) Vv
far# neat assemblage/alignment + A person — people in orderly arrangement — *principle(s)*;
*ethics*; (moral) *code*; *companion*.

2A N
i3] (1 5) 7
fm# neat assemblage/alignment + = words — orderly *discussion*; (logical) *argument*.

i (15) Vb
fiT# neat assemblage/alignment + ¥ vehicle — neatly ordered spokes of a *wheel* — *circle*;
*ring*; *loop*; *hoop*; *revolve*. Compare % and #5.

m (8) U
An abbreviated form# of & (thin, flat signboard) + an abbreviated form of 5 (fit; join; put
together) — neat, logical assemblage of bound records — *neat assemblage*; *neat alignment™.

o1 v
fiT# neat assemblage/alignment + 7K water — neat *ripples* (compare %#) above a sinking object
— *sink*,

w14 Vo
fiT# neat assemblage/alignment + 5% thread — neatly wound *string/cord* — *fishing line*.

t# (23) L
As per fi# as described in #& (stretch) + T+ hand/action indicator — stretch — *twitch*.

Sio

7 (23) TV

fi# as described in ¢ (tangled) + A tree/wood — tree (sometimes specified as a chinaberry aka
bead tree, sometimes as Koelreuteria paniculata) bearing a profusion of blossoms in clusters or
panicles. *Wooden portion of a cornice helping support the weight of a roof* is a borrowed
meaning.

# (30) v
fi# as described in #8 + 5 bird — *imaginary bird* believed to accompany the phoenix (JE/JEL).
fit normally conveys either the sense "stretch" (compare & ##t % etc.) or "tangled" (compare ## 7

“

%2t etc.); its function in & is uncertain.

it (22) TV
As per fi# as described in #& (stretch) + [LI mountain — *mountain range*; *peak* (« stretch of
mountain peaks).

w25 v~
fit as described in #g, here an abbreviated form# of ## mountain range + A flesh — heaping
mound of sliced or *chopped meat* — *slice of meat™.



# Q1) 72T
As per fi# as described in ## (stretch) + 4> metal — metallic bells stretched over an imperial
vehicle — *bell(s) attached to an emperor's carriage™ — *emperor's carriage™ — *emperor™.

B (22) Lo o< (L)
As per fat# as described in #&t (stretch) + % woman — *bewitching* stretching movements of a
female — *charming®.

% (22) L
As per fi# as described in ## (tangled) + - child — *twins* («<— twins entangled in the womb).

BO(13) T35
H# fruit + 4K clothing — a woman's *bare*, rounded breasts, likened to fruit — *naked*; *nude*;
*open*.

Bt (19) Vsix7e(3-0nd)

B odd beast + t£# short, squat bird — bird and beast tangling then separating after a protracted
fight — *separation® — *part* (from); *come apart*; *release™; *set at intervals*; *leave*; *drift
away™; *quit*.

2o(11) A
The relevant seal inscription form is f## as described in & (pile) + 54 thread — a tall spiral of
threads — *link*; *successive*; *involvement™* (in trouble).

g (18) /LA Shinjitai 5 (12)
fm# is H field (tripled). This element is a variant of one that added another 4/ element at the

bottom left of % (tall, neat pile of meat). %# is i (pile) + 1= earth — earth piled into a long/tall
and winding *rampart®* — (baseball) *base*.

H (13) T4, 03A720
Once fim# as described in #& (pile) + ¥ rain/natural phenomena — successive (= figuratively piled)
claps of *thunder®* — *lightning*.

% (10) 7

A variant form of £ *naked*; *bare*.

(15 74

A1 tripled as a variant form of fiii (stones tumbling to the ground) — *many stones* tumbling in
sequence to the ground — *open-hearted* («— openness «— space created when the stones of a
building tumble).

fin (17) 74
fim# as described in % (pile) + A person — pile objects into a lumpy human shape — dummy —

*puppet*. Compare . *Defeat*, *weaken* and *come down in the world* are borrowed
meanings.

B (17) 7512l



As per 32 # (winding/spiral) + H. insect/creature — *spiral shell*(fish) — *conch shell*.

B2 (21) 7
2 here an abbreviated form# of #2 bind + & horse — *mule* (« bind a load on the back of a
pack animal).

& (16) 71,3 (%)
T # thunder + 5 hand/action indicator — *beat*/*strike* loudly, like claps of thunder — *rub*;
* o1 *

grind*.

#H (16) TA;21F A
% here a variant of 52# (winding/spiral) + i grass/plant — spiral petals of a *bud*.

B (21) 74,50
@i here an abbreviated form# of the earliest form of F thunder + {f bulging earthenware jug/vase
— *large liquor jar* (originally, one decorated with a thundercloud motif).

 (13) LA
As per £# (plow used to create furrows) + = words — *written eulogy™* of the deceased (likened
to words that create the long line of a person's life; compare 7).

i (20) A
fm# as described in % (pile) + A stone — *pile of stones* tumbling to the ground in sequence
(compare #%) — *roll*.

fg (18) Y

& here an abbreviated form# of B (tangle; adhere) + P& alcohol container — *wine lees*/dregs
adhering to the bottom of an alcohol container. In Japan, the character has also been understood to
refer to *diluted wine*, as well as to the *clear liquid that separates at the top of soup*.

# (23) V
An abbreviated form# of B# (neatly aligned) + & movement — *move in alignment*,

o (18) /A
fm# as described in 8 (pile) + W grass/plant — *vine*; *creeper* («— vines/creepers piled upon
themselves; compare 7).

5 (30) VU
An abbreviated form# of §# neatly aligned + & bird — birds flying in alignment. The compound
TEHIBS (FHJE) refers to a Chinese oriole.

w (17) A7
As per ## (winding/spiral) + 5% thread — string/cord spiraled about an object in binding —

*tie/bind*. The compound #Z## (#: variant form of i) refers to a long rope for binding criminals,
and, by extension, to a jail/prison.

% (6) LiBE(D)



77 here an abbreviated form# of &) exert + 2 (small/slight) — make but a slight/*weak* exertion
— *inferiority™.

f# o9 UV
4 implement held upright to carve/draw characters + 4 movement (— action indicator) — create
written standards for regulating human conduct — *law*; *rule*; *regulate*. Compare ¥, 1%,

and .

R (10) VA7
As per =# (frenetic activity) + 7K water — frenetic emotion causing *tears*.

A 0V 0E(ND)
The present form is | (gather) + an element# combining a slender thread and protruding objects —
curved threads brought into alignment, creating a compact unit — *proportion*; *ratio* (the >/

term). The meanings *command* and *lead* are from the once-separate > term, which suggested
the idea of gathering in a neat line and tightening into an orderly unit.

B O(18) A<
K dog/beast (— animals in general) + an element# combining >k rice (— plants in general) and H

(people) — sort a variety of things according to type, creating smaller piles — *variety*; *kind* —
*broadly*.

#H(12) U 1e<h
f## regulate + Y grass/plant — a plant the regulation of which requires constant attention —
eneral term for) twisting *vines*, *creepers* and *trailing plants*. Compare .
g g p gp p

v} (10) 7557750
5+ is JIU claw/hand + =1 here an abbreviated form of % snatch — pick/pluck then enclose an object

in the fingertips or hand. 5 is as per 5+# (enclose) + = earth — earthen *enclosure* or
embankment. Also, *framework* and *restriction* («— delimit human behavior < enclosure;

compare i, 15, ¥ and 7).

10y 7F;,7V
As per 5t# as described in ¥ (snatch) + F hand/action indicator (for emphasis/clarification) —
*pluck™; *wrench*; *pick*.

e (9) 275500 T oIV ;B (-iud)
The lower element# is [~ (obscure) + JI| river — watery wasteland («<— obscure part of a river). 7t

adds M grass/plant — *wasteland* — *wild*; *rough*; *lay waste to*; *devastate*; *go to ruin*;
*vast®; *violence*; *riot*; *storm® — *chapping* («— roughness).

#(12) R;50 (%)

As per %:# (concealed) + /) power/energy — strive to obtain something concealed, or not at hand
— *appeal* (for/to); *invite*; *recruit®; *raise* (money) — *grow intense*.

EO(13) A;iEan

As per Z# (concealed) + 1= earth — *grave/tomb* where the deceased are concealed.



= (14) ALz (G-bLw)

As per %# (concealed) + /[ heart/emotions — yearn for something concealed, or not at hand —
*yearning® — *admiration*; *adoration* — *dear to one*; *love*. Also, *follow* («— follow the
object of one's adoration).

B (14 RN <GL-BT D)

As per %# (concealed) + H sun/day — concealment of the sun at *sunset*/*nightfall* — *become
dark* — *end* — *spend time™* (« passage of time « grow dark) — *earn a living*; *livelihood*
(< manner in which one passes time < passage of time). %5 was devised to replace & after &= lost
its connection with nightfall.

B (14) ;R
As per %# (concealed) + K tree/wood — wooden *mold* concealed by clay covering it —
*copy™; *imitation*; *shape*; *model*.

B (11) ;b

The relevant seal inscription form is /' building + [J#1wo stalks of hemp, the fiber of which is
concealed within the plant — rub and scrape *hemp* indoors — *linen*; *flax*. The [ [form
replaced by #K in J§R, B, & and g is retained in other derivative characters such as Jif, B, BE and

FE (15) ~
As per JBi# (rub and scrape) + T+ hand/action indicator — *rub* (off); *scrape* — *stroke*;
* 1 *

polish*.

B (16) ;A0 (<)
As per J#f# (rub and scrape) + £ stone — stone used in rubbing or scraping — *rub*; *scrape* —
*polish*; *wear down*.

& (21) ~
As per Jpf# (rub and scrape) + H ghost; demon — *demon* that figuratively rubs a person's senses

into numbness. There is a strong likelihood that J#& was devised to transliterate the first syllable of
the Sanskrit Mara, referring to one of the gods in the Indian pantheon.

B (12) L7572 (0 <3 <725 L)
The relevant oracle bone form of this character shows a dancing figure with long sleeves that

conceal the arms. To an abbreviated form of this character was eventually appended ‘K fire —
person/object concealed by dense smoke. *Not*, *none* and *un-* are extended meanings (lack

presence/existence «— concealed; compare 1°) — *disregard*; *lose*; *be gone*; *be missing*;
*run out of*.

| (15 7 FEVEO)
The relevant seal inscription form is as per that described in f (perform a dance)# + 4 crossing
legs — figure performing a *dance of entreaty* before the gods — *dance®; *flit*; *glide*.

K ®) 75A



The relevant bronzeware inscription form combines IE# (stand straight) + =X, spear/halberd —
armed warrior(s) attending on a superior — *martial*; *military* — *ferocious*.

B s 7

H# military + H commodities — *levy* imposed to *endow* *troops* with supplies —
*taxation*®; *payment*; *tribute* — *ode*/*poem* («— poem offered in tribute).

B (12) A~ A5000)
As per ™# net + H commodities — seek to profit by buying (and then selling) — *buy*; *look
for*.

2 (15) 315 (%-45)  Shinjitai 72 (7)
The relevant seal inscription form combines E# (seek to profit) + Hi proceed — go out to seek
profits by selling — *sell*; *make money* — *be in demand*.

W (9) WA
As per fg# (dark) + 7K water — dark *sea/ocean* — *lake*; *vast*; *dense assemblage of
objects*.

(10) ~7 ;378720 ()

The relevant seal inscription form shows four sprouting plants + H sun/day — the setting sun, as
seen from ground level, concealed by vegetation — *late*; *end*; *not be*; *must not*; *defy*;
*disobey*; *refuse*; *decline™; *empty*; *vast*.

B(13) YR E
As per 5:# (concealed) + F hand/action indicator — run the hand gently over a dimly visible

object gently to determine its nature (compare fft and ) — *stroke*; *search for* — *caress*.
Also, *imitate* and *copy™ («— imitate brushstrokes and create a copy of a text «— stroke).

B (16) /37 0&E; D&MD
As per 5# (concealed) + H! insect/creature — well-camouflaged variety of *toad*. {81 is a variant
form.

BO(17) R
As per Fi# (concealed) + = words — *plan*/*plot*/*scheme* (in secret; compare #f) —
*deliberate* (a matter).

ik (13) <573 LU (D)
As per [1#hs described in J#f (hemp) + 7 illness — medical condition characterized by
*numbness* («— stupefactive properties of hemp) — *paralysis*. *Measles* properly pertains to

the compound Hiii/Z.

BE (17) ©
As per Jif# (rub/scrape) + 2K rice — *rice porridge* (consisting of fine pieces of rice). Also,
*crush* and *crumble* («— grind grain in making porridge).

BE(17) esETAR



As per J#f# (rub and scrape) + 5% thread — shredded fibers twisted into a *halter* for cattle —
*rope™*; *tie up*.

BE (19) &;853;720(K)
As per JBf# (rub and scrape) + FF (spread in alignment to right and left) — *scatter* objects to right

and left in the process of rubbing/scraping — *wave/flutter* («— move back and forth between right
and left). Also, *yield to* («— waver).

JIE (14) ~ ;8

As per Jpf# (rub and scrape) + 4 slender thread — *fine* («— rub/scrape fine) — *dim*; *slight*.
*Interrogative particle* is a borrowed meaning. Logically, the classifier for J# should be X, but it
is traditionally given as JFk.

JiE (15) 7 ; O&L

As per 4 (concealed) + /' building — concealed hallway/passageway within a building or
compound — (concealed) *passageway under eaves* — *eaves®. *Luxuriant vegetation* is a
borrowed meaning via %k,

B (17) A4, 0LFB
The right-hand element# combines 45 (protect) + Il dish/plate/bowl — food preserved in a food

container. fifi adds P4 alcohol — meat or other food preserved by means of alcohol — *salted
meat*; *preserve (that which has been slain) in salt*.

e (15) 754
As per fE# (concealed) + 2 woman — *charm*; *enchant* (< the alluring, concealed figure of a
woman; compare ).

e (16) 7 ;2;1FCL
As per #E# (concealed) + A flesh — *thin strips of dried meat* (easily concealed when carried as a
provision). Later, the character also acquired the meaning of a *thick chunk of (dried) meat®.

fE (16) 7;F0)

## dance + A person (for emphasis/clarification) — *dance*.

Ik (11) v 37
Abbreviated form# of Ik (concealed) + H eye — the eyes (all but) concealed in squinting/gazing
— *gaze*.

Wl

i (16) =
i# wild + 5 words — *lie* (< wild words).

g

i

J

O(13) w7\
As per 5:# (concealed) + IfI cloth — concealing *curtain* — *act* (of a play) («<— curtain marking
the start/end of one act).

B(13) 7
As per %# (concealed) + 7K water — *desert* (where water sources are concealed) — *vast*;



*vague*.

B (14) ~7

As per %:# (concealed) + ] flesh — *membrane* («— fleshy element that conceals).

ik (10) v7”
As per [#hs described in Jk (rivulets) + K] flesh — *vein*; *blood vessel* («— rivulets concealed
in the body) — *pulse* — (faint) *hope* («— faint sensation of a pulse).

(12) =27;<%;<A ()  Shinjitai B (11)
The relevant bronzeware inscription form is ‘X fire + an element# combining a chimney along with
specks representing soot — *black*/*dark* (soot).

B (16) £7,;72% (%) Shinjitai # (15)
As per S&# (dark) + K dog/beast — silent dog, *silence* being the aural/oral counterpart of
darkness — *hold one's tongue*.

— (2) NF
A *cover* that conceals an object. Based on the ancient pronunciation of *, it in all likelihood
derives from the top element of %,

2 (13) N7
As per %# (concealed) + 7~ roof/building — *quiet*, concealed dwelling — *lonely*.

B(13) N7

As per %=# (concealed) + K dog/beast — (dimly visible and) imaginary beast believed to eat
copper, iron and nightmares. *Tapir* is a borrowed meaning. A variant form, 3%, replaces X with
3 animal that ambles along the ground.

= (20 7
As per 5:# (concealed) + 5 horse — dashing horse with sight-concealing blinders covering its
eyes — *dash* — *sudden*; *abrupt*. Also, *mount/ride a horse*.

M (13) -~

F# darkness + 11 cloth — *covering* (placed over the face of a corpse); *cloth covering*.

B O(11) % hE(05)

Originally an abbreviated form# of Ik gaze + Ji. see — gaze in seeking — *seek*.

o5 ~%

TA# curtain + = cover — *a cover*; *covering cloth*. *Exponent* is a borrowed meaning.

W(18) N~/
As per %=# (concealed) + 4> metal — *sword* concealed in its sheath.

T () A7 (0 -<722%)

The relevant oracle bone form of this character is A\ person + a long vertical line# behind which the



person is (partially) concealed (compare #}). The relevant bronzeware inscription form shows A
person hidden by an L-shaped object — be partially obscured and dimly visible, or fully obscured
and non-existent — *perish*; *fall*; *die*; *dead*; *flee*.

I (6) R Zas LV
As per T_# (obscure) + .[» heart/emotions — obscure state of mind, on account of busyness or
being pressed/hurried — *busy*.

5 (8) £V
As per T_# (obscure) + H eye — obscure vision — *blind*.

£ (1) R7;0E (F-Te)
The relevant oracle bone form of this character is . (staring subject/retainer) + A person «— gaze
at the moon. In the bronzeware inscription style, which adds 5 moon, the F. + A\ components

have morphed into a single element. A seal inscription form adds T=# (obscure) — *wish*; *hope*;
*desire* («— hopes/desires with only obscure chances of realization).

B (8) AA;337;30 ;5 (00T < KB1F5) ;0 (HTp-D0 - D10) ; HE () ; I
Originally, H moon + [A]# (ventilation hole) — *bright* moonlight streaming through an *open*
window, and manifesting the hidden — *brightness*; *light*. Extended meanings from the idea of
the light of dawn (signaling the end of one day and the start of the next) include *spend/pass* (the
night); *be visible*; *the next/following* (day/week/year); *begin*; *end*; and *dawn*.
*Disclose* and *confide* are extended senses of "open" (open up to), as are *clarity*; *evident™
and *obvious*. *Be conversant with* is via the idea of illumination, here with respect to a

particular subject matter. The reading X~ refers to the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644).

M (5) ~A;55

A depiction of a large *dish*, *plate* or *bowl* covered by a lid that conceals the food beneath it.

B(13) AAf

As per B# (manifest the hidden) + Il dish/plate/bowl — drink blood from a bowl in making a
*vow/oath*, causing the gods to manifest themselves — *alliance* (« allied forces keeping the
vow they have made).

(1) £V
As per ## (energetic — frenetic) + K dog/beast — frenetic activity of a dog/beast (compare 4F
and &) — *fierce*; *strong*; *fly into a rage*.

K (5 v =H

A depiction of an eye blinded in being pierced by a needle — blinding of a slave — *people* («—
subservient masses who go blindly about their lives) — *nation*. Note that in contrast to H, the
bronzeware inscription form of [X; lacks a pupil. For the blinding of slaves, compare =, K&, % and

=

B,

& (6) AA;2av;7x
4 here a variant form of the 5 element in B (manifest the hidden) and serving as an abbreviated
form# of the entire character + [ mouth — state one's *name* upon being challenged (by a guard),



revealing oneself — *repute®; *famous*.

8 (14) A1

As per 44 # (reveal oneself) + 4 metal — *engrave* an *inscription* in a metallic vessel, revealing
the names of the artist or the person commissioning the work, the reasons for commemoration etc.
— *inscribe*; *signature®; *motto* — *memorize* («— memorize something inscribed/written).

i (8) AA;av; b

Abbreviated form# of 44 (reveal oneself) + 43 (receive a long sequence of commands) — receive a
revelatory *command*/*order* from an unseen god — *calling/mission*; *fate* — *life*. Also,
*name* («— name in ordering) — *word*.

S (14) A1;70(K6F+%)

[1 mouth here an abbreviated form# of 44 (reveal oneself) + & bird — bird that, by its cries,
reveals itself — *cry/sound* (produced by an animal) — *sound/ring out*; *play* (an instrument);
*resound™.

W (6) EV ;R
A depiction of a *net* in which fish or other objects sought are obscured — *network*. Compare
2. When used as an element in a dual-element character, [l most often takes the form .

BO(10) 23y Ao
In its present form, /7# cover + an element combining H sun/day + /N (originally, A enter) —
cover blocking the entry of sunlight — *darkness* — *the depths*; *the other world* («— unseen

dimension). Also, *stupidity* («— dark ignorance). However, &L itself is likely the source of the
element/character, suggesting that a different combination of elements conveyed the idea of

darkness in the earliest form of ..

e (8) EU v

As per [ll# (cover an object) + - child — child energetically throwing off a cover (whether actual
or figurative) and making a *beginning®. Also, *eldest sibling™* («— energetic growth) —
*big/great*. *Mencius/Mengzi* is via an abbreviation of Hi-.

& (6) AT 9&0E
As per T_# (obscure) + Jfi grass/plant — *beard*/*awn*, the (obscure), sharp tip of a plant —
(beam of) *light*. The character has been applied to Miscanthus sinensis, with most Japanese-

English dictionaries rendering §- 9" X as *Japanese pampas grass*.

iE (10) R ;€Y
L # is as per 1= (obscure) + 7K water — vast spread of water, extending into obscurity —

inundation. i adds W grass/plant — *vast*, grassy plain — *boundless* — *vague* (< only
vaguely discernible on account of vastness).

FE (8) A
The relevant seal inscription form is a net + T_# (obscure) — objects obscured in a *net* —
*cover*; *obscure* (v.); *non-existence*. Compare [#.



i (9) AU;dHS
As per T_# (obscure) + H insect — *botfly* (the larvae of which pupate in their hosts, and are thus
obscure) — *horsefly*; *gadfly*.

B (1) A7 R &S ()56 (2D)
As per B# (manifest the hidden) + ¥ grass/plant — *bud*/*sprout* manifested in breaking
through the surface of the earth — *sprouting*; *beginning*. Note a variant form styled J.

B (10) e i
As per E# (blind) + ' net — *snare* or *trap* to which prey is blind.

fh (13) A

As per 44 # (reveal oneself) + P alcohol container — reveal oneself in a drunken state — *drunk*.

= (15) AT, 0Hn
An abbreviated form# of #* (obscure) + EL. tile/earthenware — *rafters* obscured in supporting
roofing tiles — *roofing tile*; *tiled roof*.

5 (16) =¥
An abbreviated form# of 2% (obscure) + 5t death — *die*; *pass away* (< obscure/invisible state
of death).

e (9 =7
As per Jt# (light extending from a torch) + /L» heart/emotions — *absent-minded*; *enraptured*
(as though dazzled by light). Also, *dim/hazy*.

7 (9) VAR
Originally, a variant of 5£# (concealing vegetation), the H element replaced by K dog/beast to
suggest growth luxuriant enough to conceal a beast — *grassy plain*.

WE (16) EV ;AT ;901X
As per F+# (concealed) + H insect/creature — *large snake* such as a boa constrictor or python
concealed in thick vegetation.

E (13) AAf
# darkness + 7K water — *dark, drizzly skies* (compare & and &) — *fine rain*; *sea* («—
dark waters; compare ).

I (14) AAf;3av

FL# darkness + H sun/day — *dark* skies (compare 7).

. (15) AA ;37X A
F# darkness + H eye — *close one's eyes* and be plunged into *darkness*.

M (16) AAf;3av ;T Wniel

F# darkness + H insect — *rice stem borer* (a tiny insect, one hard to discern).



R (8) AU, TV A
As per T_# (obscure) + & people — obscure (= marginalized) *people* — *immigrants*;
*subjects*.

R (8) Bv v i3A(U%)
X here an abbreviated form# of &% remove by force + 7K water — remove by washing away —
*die out*.

T (11) Av;Ev
[&# obscure + .[» heart/emotions — *lose heart* (<« lose sight of one's aim/desire) — *grow
vague®.

29 A3y
As per £ # (reveal oneself) + i grass/plant — *late-picked tea buds/leaves* (that reveal
themselves after the original buds/leaves have been picked) — *tea plant*.

e (14) AU ;EY
As per t# (sharp tip of a plant) + <& metal — *sword point*; *tip of a bladed weapon*.

#(15) ®V; Ry
As per F+# (concealed) + 7K water — inundation (compare jL_ as described in 7) concealing all
that lies beneath — *water spreading endlessly™®; *vast*; *expansive*.

% (14) <~
As per =2# (cover/be covered) + /[» heart/emotions — *sloth* (« heart figuratively covered by
dullness) — *slow*; *idle*; *lazy*. *Conceitedness* and *boastfulness* are borrowed meanings.

mH (9) ABLH; LT, 2L

The relevant seal inscription form combines & neck/head + a line# adhering to and nearly
surrounding it, suggesting a *mask* adhering closely to and partially obscuring the *face* —
*surface™®; *aspect* — *turn (a face) to*; *look away*; *side*; *direction* — *counter* (for flat
objects).

M (14) A bl
% is FA# white cloth + & connection — connected fibers of *cotton* in a piece of cloth. However,
% has been supplanted by ##, which substitutes 5% for & and transposes the elements.

o (8) Av;Edan(vd)

Abbreviated form# of %4 (draw a fetus out of/away from the womb) + JL person (— human
agency) — assist the escape of a fetus from its mother by drawing it out of/away from the birth
canal — *escape/be rescued from* — *avoid*; *evade*; *elude* — *exempt* («— escape from an
obligation).

i (10) <
As per %5# (draw out of/away from) + JJ power/energy — *make great efforts* in drawing out of
or away from (compare % and fil}) — *encourage*.



B (10) B>
As per fE# (succession) + A action indicator — work briskly, producing a figurative succession of
achievements (compare fl and ffi) — *alert* — *agile*; *quick* (< brisk < energetic activity).

E (10) s 0de (VD)
As per # (blind) + H eye — eyes blind in *sleep* — *sleepy*.

~r (3) R A

An abbreviated form of the covering element of a particular character, the shared final -N
suggesting that the most likely candidates are &, &, %2, & and #. In these and other dual-element
characters " suggests a roof, one concealing the contents of a building — *roof*; *building*.

HE (13) By hy
A depiction of a *frog™ («— creature often directly concealed by the water or vegetation to which it

closely adheres; compare fi%). HE is also used to refer to other kinds of amphibious creatures,
especially turtles.

F(12) A~

i here an abbreviated form# of ## cotton + K tree/wood — *cotton* plant.

M (15) A~
As per [f# (adhere) + 5% thread — clingy threads — *thread*. *Far* and *distant* are borrowed
meanings.

4l (20) AV
As per [fi# (adhere) + % barley/grain — sticky dough, or sticky noodles adhering to each other —
*noodle* — (wheat) *flour*. A variant form, %, replaces ¢ with 7.

i (9) ;A
W5# is a variant of 1E straight, the curving line suggesting the idea of obscurity («— curved object

that eludes direct observation) — bend; oblique. Ij adds H eye — view obliquely — *look
sidelong at*; *look the other way*.

B (12) v (i) ;91 (25)
As per [ (conceal behind a gate) and as per 3(# (fine, detailed pattern) — use fine, delicate words
in sympathizing with one concealed at home in mourning — *mourn*; *sympathize*; *pity*.

Compare 18 and £&.

W (15) vV bbb Mde) ;94 (25)
Fd# mourn; sympathize; pity + -[» heart/emotions (for emphasis/clarification) — *mourn*;
*sympathize*; *pity*. Compare £X.

B 9 vV~
As per E# (blind) + AL action indicator — blind a slave, removing his or her eyeballs — *remove
by force* — *forceful*. For the blinding of slaves, compare also B, {#% and #=.



B (13) Bvs3v bbb (de) ;900 (25)
As per ’i# (remove) + i[> heart/emotions — remove another person's anxieties — *compassion*;
*sympathy*; *worry*. Compare 4 and 1[%.

i (9) 7; A 0L (0D) 5 (D)
Effectively a variant form of #/] (make great efforts), consisting of #¢# + A person (— human
agency): *strive®; *exhort*. *Hang the head* and *look down* are borrowed meanings.

2 (8) BV HELH
As per 3C# (fine, detailed pattern) + H sun/day — patterned cloud formation in the *autumn sky*
— *the sky*; *the heavens*.

i (12) A BIE (D)
As per [f# (adhere) + 7K water — adhere to/be immersed in liquid — *be immersed in*; *be
absorbed in* (an undertaking).

B (15) B ng; sl
As per E# as described in & (darkness) + 54 thread — *fishing line* (« line that disappears into
the depths). Also, a *string run through holed coins*.

il (15 BV
As per AE# (adhere closely) + A person — person hewing to his work — *work hard*. Compare

% and L.

il (11) ~2 A58 (0))
[f# face; look away + A person (for emphasis/clarification) — *face* (v.); *look away*. Also, *go
against® («— face in an adversarial manner).

I’ 9 v
As per E# (blind) + £ jewel — a *stone* of a blinding/dazzling (red) hue.

K(6) VA A T
A depiction of fruits of grain (rice), concealed in husks/hulls — *crop grain* — *rice*. * America*

is via the phonetic construction FFKFI AN (FEKFN).

E () A ELO-DT)

As per K# (concealed) + & movement — stray off course on account of obscure visibility — *go
astray*; *be lost* — *confound*; *be perplexed/at a loss*; *doubt*; *uncertainty*; *illusion*;
*delusion*; *tempt*; *captivate*.

T (8) B
The older form of this character is i, which is as per fii# (adhere) + =~ bow — bowstring adhering
to and filling the *nock* of an arrow — *end* («— nock located at the end of an arrow) — *stop*;

*desist*; *quit* («— come to an end «— end). 7 replaces fl§ with 7J5.

AH(9) B

Originally a variant of 7/ end; stop; desist. However, in Japanese usage 75 conveys the



meanings *distance*, *long time*, *spread*, and *prevail* along with *increasingly* and *more
and more*; compare .

3k (16) AA;72F

£# be lost + & words — be lost/confounded by a *riddle* or *puzzle* — *enigma*.

W (13) AV 0FAH (B ET)
& is & (exterminate) + ‘K fire — exterminate a fire. J is J&# + 7K water —
exterminate/*destroy* by water — *annihilate*; *ruin*; *collapse*; *perish*; *die out™.

e (9) XA;7hE
As per F# (scoop out) + 4% clothing — *sleeve® — *by*; *near* («— sleeves attached to the main
portion of a garment).

B (14) XY ST (1) ;720 L (5)
The relevant oracle bone form of this character is a person plus an element# combining an eye

afflicted with inward-growing eyelashes (trichiases) and /% (cover) — person with obscured vision,
the eyes being covered with inward-growing eyelashes — *scorn®; *disdain®; *contempt™ («
refusal to recognize < inability to see). Also, *slight* (adj.) (< so few/little as to be barely
recognizable).

g (21) X030 () 13 b
As per F&# (obscure) + I blood — *smear* in blood (and thus obscure from sight) — (blood from
a) *bloody nose*. Also, *put to shame* («— bloody another).

5 (9) AV (F)

The relevant seal inscription form of & is H eye + [F# covered parallel lines — wrap a long
blindfold around the head, covering the eyes. *Risk*, *brave* and *dare* are associated meanings
(«— blind attack, interpreted in a positive sense) — *have a bad effect on*; *damage* («— results of

such an attack). In contemporary Japanese usage, 5 has been supplanted by 5.

e (12) A
As per '§# (wrap about the head) + 111 cloth — wrap-about *headgear*.

% (8) E; LT (D)
As per [¥%# (cover) + P grass/plant — thick vegetation covering a wide area — *thick growth* —
*thrive*.

7 (5) L IEZ
A depiction of a halberd or *pike*, the base of the curved spearhead of which is covered and
concealed in the shaft (compare /%) — *arms*.

B (1) 2;0L(F50-05)
T# is ¥ pike/halberd + A (strike) — great exertion in battle. %5 adds /J power/energy (for
emphasis/clarification) — *work*; *serve*; *carry out one's duties®.

F (19) 5;ED
As per ¥5# (exertion) + [ rain/natural phenomena — vigorous, fine *spray* from a geyser —



*fog™; *mist*.

H (12) R
Variant of Jl# (bend) + E commodities — bend another person to one's demands in trading —
*trade*; *business®.

£ @) EUT

A depiction of strands of fine, curly *hair* covering the surface of the skin — *fur*; *wool*.

F& (10) EV;3Y
Once written #&, which is /K grain/rice + ZE# (fine objects) — fine particles of grain, decreased in
size by polishing — *decrease*; *decline*; *wear down*. K was later replaced by =& plow.

m (8) Bav;av;ex
Wii# grass/plant + H field — sprouts/seedlings (obscured) in a field — *seedling*; *shoot*; *young
plant* — *family*; *blood relations*.

i (1) vav; 208 (<) (<)
As per E# (obscure) + F hand/action indicator — *trace*/*sketch*/*draw* a rough (= an obscure)
outline of a scene — *paint*; *depict*; *describe*.

w (7 =av
As per V# (small/slight) + 2 woman — woman of slight build — *mystery*; *odd* («
mysterious/odd presence «— slight build).

9 vav
As per 7V# (small/slight) + 2K grain/rice — small *tip* of grain — *very small* — *second* («
small unit of time).

B (7) AR BT

As per L (erect; male) + 4+# cow/bull — (erect) bull — *male* (creatures).

W (9) Bav; 530 ;308 (05)
As per 7V# (small/slight) + H eye — have/make one eye smaller than the other, obscuring sight —
*squint®; *be blind in one eye*.

(7)) R
Originally E# (cover the eyes) + JL person — dimly observed human figure. However, '§ came to

written as [ white (— pale) and ', itself was subsumed in the character 3}, from which it derives
the meanings *appearance®; *external aspects®.

Mo(14) Ry N7
As per 5i# (obscure figure) + 3 animal that ambles along the ground — obscure figure (of an
animal) — *appearance®; *external aspects*.

J& (15) Eav
#l# dynasty + /'~ building — imperial court. Later, & was applied to a *temple* or *shrine* («



place for venerating ancestors «— place for paying respects to the emperor) — *mausoleum*.

% (5) B, R7;ObDX
A depiction of a *battle-ax* with a curved handle in which the base of the blade is covered and
concealed (compare ~f-). *Fifth in a series* and *fifth calendar sign* are borrowed meanings.

gn (5) Ao

The relevant oracle bone form of this character is a depiction of a door or window with a bar aimed
at preventing forced entry. A second oracle bone form omits the horizontal line to indicate that force
has been exerted on the bar in bending and removing it — door or window the protective bar of

which has been bent. The second form described came to be written J[I, and J! now conveys the
sense of the first one as well. *Rabbit* (as the *fourth sign of the Chinese zodiac*), *east*, and *5-

7 A.M.* are borrowed meanings. The modern ON pronunciations of most derivatives of J|! are the
result of initial M- transforming to L- via the intermediary cluster ML-.

E 20 7
As per F¥# as described in 75 (exertion) + 5 bird — *duck* («— bird regarded as needing to exert
itself greatly to fly).

£ (10) £V;Rv
FE# (fine strands of) hair + % (aged person) — the remaining strands of an elderly person's hair —
*old person*; *grow senile®.

Hio(16) Eam ;b

As per Hi# (obscure) + 4 metal — *anchor* obscured in the water. Compare .

W o(12) vav
As per #D# (obscure) + 7K water — obscure edges of a wide expanse of water — *dim*;
*boundless*.

M (15) vav
As per #D# (obscure) + 5% thread — obscure threads — *faint*; *indistinct* — *far off*.

* (8) AU ;ay;»»x°
# pike/halberd (— shape indicator) + Y grass/plant — (pike-shaped) *miscanthus* (compare 5fi

and &) — *rushes*; *grass*. Also, *thatched roof* (« thatch with miscanthus reeds or rushes) —
*house*.

W (13) AT E T
# pike/halberd (— shape indicator) + #f forest — *luxuriant growth of trees*. |X17 refers to
*Japanese quince®.

& (10) A€

“E# hair/fur + the pennant/banner element described in /it — *pennant/banner with a long-haired

yak tail attached* (compare Z£ and %) — *yak tail*; *yak*. *Old* is a borrowed meaning via Z.

2 (14) RU ;Y 72uin A



FE# (fine strands of) hair + £2 hair — *bangs*; *long hair* (of a young child); *long mane* (of a
horse). Also, via the sense of the long mane of a fine horse, *excellent* and *outstanding*.

®o@®) vav; 291
As per /D# (small/slight) + A tree/wood — *treetop*; *tip of a branch*. Compare 7K and 7.

B (17) Bav;Rm7;0av;HE0-5) ;FL(0)

As per Z# (separate from a main unit) + 5% thread — wind rope/cord around objects that had been
separate in binding into a single unit (compare %2jj and ) — *wind around/bind*; *coil about*;
*be constricted*. *Error* and *mistake* are borrowed meanings via 2.

gii (8) A7
Effectively a variant form of > *miscanthus*, with J[# replacing -¥. Also, a variety of
*waterplant®.

o (17) "7 Eav;3ay
As per Fi# (obscure) + i grass/plant — plant life that stretches off into obscurity — *stretch off
(thinly/barely) into the distance*; *tiny and dimly visible*. Also, *disdain* and *make light of* («—

barely merit recognition; compare 3t).

# (12) vav
7K water (tripled) to create a variant form of #l): *wide expanse* of water; *boundless*.

E (19 755505 (E2)
As per F5# as described in %5 (exertion) + 5 horse — *horse galloping in a circle* — *rush
about®.

E (9) AT;ET;<BY)
As per E# (fine objects) + H eye — object too fine to be seen clearly — *dim-sighted* — *eye
lacking sparkle*. Also, (mentally dull/senile) *elderly person* («— overall physical decline «—

decline in vision). Compare % .

W (12) Akl (i)
As per H/'E# (wrap about the head) + % woman — (blind) *jealousy* — *envy* (« figurative
types of blindness).

HE (16) K7 7;8<(D)
As per §/8# (wrap about) + H commodities — *wrapped present* (sent on the occasion of a
death).

B (14) A7;<60)
As per F5# as described in 75 (exertion) + H eye — strain the eyes, attempting to see an object
clearly — *dim-sighted* — *dim-witted*. Compare FE.

& (15) Av;av
As per H# as described in %5 (exertion) + H insect — *cutworm* or other grain-eating insect that
devours plants.



2 (17) AU insE
As per H# as described in %5 (exertion) + 4> metal — *helmet* («<— accoutrement used in battle, a
time of great exertion). *Iron pot/pan* is via similarity of shape.

B (5 £7:;%:®
A depiction of an *eye*, originally one covered by a curving eyelid directly above it — *look*;
*mark® — *point*; *classification*; *ordinal ending*.

B 1e6) &~r;EY
The right-hand element# combines Z pattern + an abbreviated form of the right-hand element of fii

(faint light spreading through small fissures) — faint pattern. 2 adds K grain/rice —
*quiet*/*calm™ of a grain field with crops planted at regular intervals — *gentle®; *reverent™®;
*respectful* («— behavior of a quiet/calm individual).

HO(18) AT~ 135 (DY)
As per Fi# (obscure) + & movement — move *far* to an obscure, *distant* point. Also, *be
contemptuous of* («— regard as having barely visible merit; compare ).

x (10) TV;RY
An abbreviated form# of [F] as described in '§ (cover) + % pig/boar — thrust a cover on a downed
pig/boar (compare %), concealing it — *cover*.

% (13) V87,2980 (D)
As per ZZ# (cover/conceal) + P grass/plant — covering vegetation — *ignorance*; *stupidity™ («—
dim intelligence «— dim perception on account of covering vegetation). *Receive*, *suffer* and *be

subject to* are borrowed meanings, while *Mongolia* is via the phonetic construction ¢ 7.

& (16) TU;HRY
As per Zé# (cover/conceal) + 7K water — concealing *drizzle*; *misty rain* (compare &) —
*dim*; *vague*.

B (17) £V ;R

As per Z## (cover/conceal) + H sun/day — the world concealed in *darkness* prior to daybreak.

B (17) £V, KT BIES
As per Z# (cover/conceal) + H moon — *dimly visible moon*, hidden by cloud cover — *dim*;
*hazy*; *obscure*.

B (18) ®V;AY
As per Zé# (cover/conceal) + H eye — *blind* (and covered in ignorance) — *blind person* —
*ignorant™®.

B (23) TRV
As per Z# (cover/conceal) + & food/eating — serving dish covered with a heap of food — *cover
with food*.



A @) Rr®r%C

A depiction of a large *tree*, the curving branches of which cover the ground beneath — *wood*.

w7 ®Z
As per K# (cover) + 7K water — cover oneself with water in bathing — *wash* (one's hair/body);
*bathe*.

& (7) A7 ;Ee<inda
Z here an abbreviated form# of ZH (long beard) + KX dog/beast — *large*, *shaggy dog*.

& (9) A
As per Jg# (large) + ) cliff/shape indicator — *large* and *thick*, concealing object. *Be in a
jumble* is a borrowed meaning.

fiz (8) 7;&7& (%)
As per fi# (dark) + A person — darken another person's reputation — *be contemptuous of*;
*scorn®; *despise*; *make light of*.

i (9) H1: <0 0D -0k 0Te) ;<P (L)
As per fg# (dark) + /C» heart/emotions — dark emotions, in the form of *regret* or *vexation* —
*repent®; *mourn®* — *mortifying®; *condolences®.

K (6) A 510
The relevant seal inscription form combines X # hand/action indicator and ‘X fire — remove

cinders by hand — *ash* — *gray*. Compare . The present form replaces X with |~ cliff/shape
indicator, suggesting a cooking stove.

o (16) AN (D)
As per H:# (dark) + 5 words — (figuratively dark) conspiracy (compare ) — *conspire*;
*plot™; *intrigue®.

e (8) ~A
AR# tree/wood + 4C (stick held in the hand) — *stick*; *whip* — *one by one* («— count one by
one with a stick) — *counter* («— inaugurate a count).

T @) 7iAh
A variant form of T= non-existent — *negation*. Distinguish 7= from both 7t and from .

HE (4) 7 ;A4

%z woman + a long vertical line# behind which the woman is (partially) concealed (compare =) —
*non-existence®. Also, *prohibition* («— be prohibited from observing/having contact with a
female). Distinguish £ from FF..

I (9) B;' 0
7z woman + Z# (aged person) — aged/*old woman*. Also, (wet) *nurse* («<— woman who nurses
another person's child < old woman who looks after another person's child). Compare 5.



BE(13) AT T D)
As per #:# (dark) + ‘K fire — *coal*; *soot* (« dark by-products of fire) — *sooty*. Compare JX
and 5=,

e (7) 7
As per T.# (connecting pipe/tube) + M a variant form of 7/ (people in close formation) — circle of

people connecting this world and the other world by calling up a procession of spirits — *sorcery*;
*sibyl*; *shaman®*; *medium* — *maiden in the service of a shrine*.

WE (15) 7 ;3%
As per T&# (concealed) + 1 mouth — conceal one's thoughts by remaining silent — phrase used to
indicate conjecture (*I suppose/imagine®; *I dare say*; *No doubt*; *Indeed*).

HE (15) 75505050
As per #E# (concealed) + #fi grass/plant — luxuriant/overgrown vegetation that covers/conceals —

*luxuriant vegetation* (compare %%). Also, *turnip* (« vegetable the greater part of which remains
underground until uprooted).

fE (15) 7

As per 4 (concealed) + [ heart/emotions — concealed feelings of *disappointment*.

FE (15) &F;=LF(K)

Abbreviated form# of /& pennant/banner (with a long-haired yak tail attached) + J#f linen —
(signal) *flag*; (military) *banner®; *signal*; *direct®; *lead*; *beckon*.

WE(14) 757
Hi# sorcery + & words — words, likened in trickery to sorcery, that *distort* reality or defame —
*slander*; *defamation*.

B (10) 7SA 2 AP ()
As per %.* (draw out of/away from) + 7K water — runoff of *dirty*/impure liquid matter —
*entreat/request™ («— sully oneself in begging for a favor).

B (14) R4
J&# black (soot) + 1= earth — clods of soot — *ink block*; *India ink*. For soot, compare /.

#H(10) ~;HIH

F# white + 4< clothing — (white,) *warrior's headband*. & Z % refers to one of two separate
types of ancient Japanese garment, one worn by males, the other by females. The term HZ® itself
is a borrowed meaning via fH.

—~—

z (6) TV

As per =# (obscure) + 2 woman — be thoroughly captivated by a woman for obscure reasons
(compare {£) — *lack foundation*; *incoherent*; *false*.

= () A9 (D)

As per T_# (obscure) + /[ heart/emotions — obscure state of mind, in the form of forgetfulness or



overlooking something — *forget*; *overlook*; *leave behind*. ‘= and |U are an example of a
pair of characters devised from the same elements but expressing different meanings; for another

example, see & and 5.

e (12) 2v;db (7272l -T5)
yi# wild + o[> heart/emotions — wild state of mind — *be confused/flustered*; *be agitated*;
*panic* — *busy*; *hurried*; *rushed*; *bustling*.

W (14) TV ;HI

[&# net + 5% thread (for emphasis/clarification) — *net*.

2 (13) L0
An abbreviated form# of £ (obscured vision) + 4 evening — darkness where vision is obscured
— *dark* — protracted *dream™* («— obscure state of being).

# (16) R

As per Z#: (obscure) — *evanescent®, *fleeting™ or *ephemeral* — *empty*; *vain*. Here, A
has no semantic function, being used simply to create a derivative character conveying meanings
that dropped from the original one.

=

5 (7)) =2U

As per T=# (obscure) + P flesh — obscure, *inaccessible region of the body (between the heart and
the diaphragm*).

HE (18) £V ;ARY
[&# obscure + % (large, lumpy being) — *monster* (that is but dimly visible). The compound
WAMEHE is a general term for evil spirits resident in forests, mountains and rivers.

B (16) AU L EY
An abbreviated form# of & (obscured vision) + H eye (for emphasis/clarification) — *cloudy
vision*; *dim-sighted*.

B 17) BA7;<600)
As per Z# (obscure) + [ heart/emotions — *absentminded*; *vacant*; *be at a loss* («— obscure
emotional states).

B (14) <
As per =# (cover/be covered) + 7K water — unrestrained water covering a vast area — *aimless™;
*wide-ranging® — *involuntarily*.

w12 Ny

The relevant oracle bone form of & is a depiction of a scorpion, the curved tail of which contains
virulent venom. *Innumerable* and *ten thousand* are borrowed meanings. Along with the
introduction of Buddhism into China came the symbol  (Sanskrit svastika, a good luck symbol).
The Han gave I the same pronunciation as ), and eventually rH came to be used as a simplified
form of /.



T (3) Nvwy
A variant form of the symbol rH (Sanskrit svastika, a good luck symbol), which was used in place
of #. For meanings, see .

W (14) <> ;& (=7 +H5) Shinjitai i (12)
Wi# combines the head of an animal and its pelt, suggesting "cover completely" (< cover the body
completely with an animal skin that has its head still attached; compare 3%). {i% adds 7K water —

inundate («<— cover completely with water; compare &) — *(be) full*; *fill* — *fulfill*; *all
over*,

## (25) 2N Shinjitai 28 (12)
As per fi# as described in 7 (tangled) + H insect — tangled and barbarous, likened to a swarm of
tiny insects — *barbarian®.

9 (8) Ev ik
A depiction of a curving, double-doored *gate*, the doors adhering tightly in concealing what lies
behind it.

A1) E'r & (09)
As per PA# (concealed) + 1 mouth — demand (guarded) information — *ask*; *inquire*; *call
into question®; *accuse®* — *visit* (« visit to inquire).

M (14) 7'y & (K 225)
As per FH# (concealed) + H ear — demand to *hear* concealed *information* — *ask*; *listen*;
*rumor®; *reputation®.

X (&) TR 5B
A depiction of a fine, detailed *pattern* covering the surface of curved earthenware — *writing*;
*literature® («— detailed work); *decorate®; *character*; *letter™; *sentence* — a *letter/note*.

B(10) £
As per 3C# (fine, detailed pattern) + >4 thread — a hem stitch — *pattern* — *family crest*.

s o(11) =
As per £# (darkness) + 2 woman — *wedding ceremony* (held in the darkness of night) —
*marriage*.

We (12) X
As per %i# (draw out of/away from) + H sun/day — the drawing away of the sun from the sky in
sunset — *night* — *late*; *one's later years*.

2 (11) v ;v

As per '§# (long cloth wrapping) + X hand/action indicator — wrap an object with a *long* strip
of cloth, covering it — *lengthy*. In the present form, the H (eye) element in '§' is turned
sideways; distinguish from " (net).

18 (14) <>



As per =2# (long and winding object that covers/is covered) + Il cloth — *banner*; *drop
curtain®.

g (14 ~vv;9o%
As per =2# (long and winding object that covers/is covered) + W grass/plant — covering *vine* or
*tendril* (compare %5 and #) — *spread*; *thrive*.

# (19 ~vo,;,2T
As per Z# (long and winding object that covers/is covered) + 4 metal — *trowel* — *steam
iron*; *curling iron*; *soldering iron*.

i (20) v
As per Z# (cover; be covered) + & food/eating — steamed *bun* with fillings («
meat/vegetables etc. covered by dough).

& (22) <&
As per Z# (long and winding object that covers/is covered) + £ fish — *eel* covered by the walls
of the cavity it inhabits.

i (16) ~>
As per Rii# as described in J#i (cover completely) + H eye — figuratively cover another person's
eyes (compare '§ and =) in deceiving him — *deceive*; *cheat*. Compare 72.

W18 ~v
As per {i#i# (cover) + /L» heart/emotions — heart figuratively covered with *anger* — *agony*.
Compare .

T @® 2
The relevant bronzeware inscription form shows the character was originally &, which is #

(blind) + H sun/day — dark night/*darkness* in which nothing can be seen — *evening*;
*sunset™®; *nightfall* — *blind*; *blindness*.

M (12) Ev5672(25)
As per f# (concealed) + -[» heart/emotions — gloomy, depressed feelings concealed in the heart
— *anguish/agony* (caused by melancholy). Compare J#i.

#* (10) v ;7
As per 3C# (fine, detailed pattern) + 5& thread — confused/disorderly pattern on a piece of fabric —
*fall into confusion/disorder*.

Mo (10) ~
As per %5# (give birth) + 2 woman — *give birth*. % was devised to express the original sense of
%, after the latter underwent its transformation of meanings.

o (10) X5 0NK)
As per # (draw out of/away from) + F hand/action indicator — *draw* (out/away) — *pull*
(back) — *saw*; *turn* (on a lathe); *grind*.



i#o(14) N
As per %# (draw out of/away from) + H& vehicle — *draw/pull* a vehicle (originally, out of ruts,
or a ditch; now in the sense of "draw along").

N (6) 7T
As per ZJ# (obscure) + JJ sword/knife — *die by the sword* (becoming obscure in death) — *die*
(by having one's jugular cut); *behead* («— cut off the entire head « slit the throat).

Wy (7)) 77
As per ZJ# (obscure) + [1 mouth — *lips* (that obscure the inside of the mouth) — *kiss*.

M (11) E'v Ry
As per H# (concealed) + F hand/action indicator — *grope for* a concealed object — *stroke*
(< motion resembling that made when groping). Compare & and 4.

® (17) w3
As per =2# (long and winding object that covers/is covered) + 54 thread — *unpatterned silk*
(used as a dropcloth). *Loose* is a borrowed meaning via 2.

8 (18) v\ hE e (<)
As per =# (cover; be covered) + = words — *deceive*; *swindle* («— hoodwink; compare fii%).
*Look down on*, *condescend* and *neglect* are borrowed meanings via #2.

B Q1) v\ Te o
As per =# (long and winding object that covers/is covered) + £ hair — *luxuriant growth of

hair*. Also, an *accessory* made from a vine and/or interwoven flowers. *Wig* and *hairpiece*
are extended meanings in Japanese.

M (10) N2 Ry
%% here an abbreviated form# of ¥f night + /[» heart/emotions — heart shrouded in darkness, in the
form of being at a loss or in a daze (compare &) — *be at a loss*; *be in a daze*.

B A1) =255 00)
As per £# (darkness) + :[» heart/emotions — heart shrouded in darkness, in the form of
*confusion* or dull-mindedness (compare %) — *dull-minded*; *stupid*.

B (16) =

As per £# (darkness) + FH gate — *gatekeeper* (on night duty) — (palace) *gate*; *servant*.

B (24) N BT ()
As per fit# as described in &t (stretch) + H eye — *observe carefully* (= stretch the eyes;
compare ffif) — *see*.

B (14) w2\
As per =# (cover; be covered) + 1 earth — *plaster* a long earthen wall. *Trowel* is a borrowed



. m
meaning via #2.

18 (14) ~2 7 (%) 1353 (F)
As per =2# (cover; be covered) + % woman — figuratively cover a woman with *scorn* — *look
down on*; *despise*. Compare fg.

B (18) ~us v kAD(K)
As per [ii# as described in i (cover/fill completely) + /& leg/foot — cover an object in passing
over it — *coil about*; *lie/crawl flat on one's stomach*. Also, *stagger*.

K4 ;0

A depiction of an arching *fire* that covers and consumes objects in flames.

B (7) v
J7# buttocks + “E hair — long, wavy hair of an animal's *tail* — *tail end* (of a long, thin object);
*copulate*.

£ (9) ;9oL
The present form combines X person standing outstretched and = sheep (originally, goat), but
neither of these elements can supply the Old Chinese pronunciation of the character. The

phonetically close term conveyed by wi (described in ii) suggests that 32, like i, involved the
notion "cover the body completely with an animal skin that has its head still attached." The exact
provenance of the meanings *beautiful* and *good* is uncertain, as is the identity of the element

replaced by K.

% (13) v
The relevant seal inscription form of the right-hand element# combines a representation of thread

stretching above and hanging below a line + /4 action indicator — manipulate slight threads. i
adds ¥ movement (for emphasis/clarification) — *slight*; *fine*; *minute*.

ik (15) <
As per K# (obscure) + 5 (large, lumpy being) — be enchanted (compare %) by an obscure entity

— *enchantment*; *fascination*; *charm*. The compound H&#EENH is a general term for evil
spirits resident in forests, mountains and rivers.

JBE (9) v;3;F0

A depiction of a long, curved *eyebrow™ covering an eye — *eyebrow-shaped object®.

g (12) B;20%2(0%)
As per JE# (long, curved eyebrow) + 2 woman — woman arching an eyebrow seductively —
*flirt*; *seductive®* — *flatter®. Also, *beautiful*.

171

B (12) £
As per JE# (long, curved eyebrow) + 7K water — long, curved *shore* — *water's edge*; *bank*.

M (11) B0

FE# tail + K tree/wood — *oar* (used at the tail end of a vessel). Also, *treetop* (« extremity of a



tree) and *shaft™*.

mo(16) v, EAFEN
8i# slight/fine + M grass/plant — (a particular variety of) slender/delicate *fern*.

% (16) *

An abbreviated form# of 7§ slight/fine + 5% thread — *mark*, *insignia* or *emblem* woven
from fine thread — *badge*; *string®. Also, *good (and beautiful)*. Some sources give the form
with a horizontal stroke between the [LI and 54 elements as the preferred form of this character.

e (23) AU (O0N%)
An abbreviated form# of {1 slight/fine + & black — fine, black *mold*/*mildew* — *be(come)
moldy/musty*. Also, *fungi* («— another form of growth).

% (17) %

¥# destroy + K fire — *destroy by fire*; *burn* (an object out of existence); *blaze*.

BE (17) B3R
As per K# (concealed) + i deer — large, elusive member of the family Cervidae — *deer*.

P (13) B &S
As per JE# (long, curved eyebrow) + A tree/wood — *crossbeam* curving over/under a gate in the
shape of an eyebrow.

R (S) ¥R

A depiction of a tree with a diminutive, curved, and minutely visible branch obscured on top —
*treetop™; *small*; *trifling®; *end*; *youngest child* («— extremity of a tree) — *period of
decadence* («— decadent values marking the end of an age); (in) *the future* («— extremity of

time). Originally the same character as <.

® Q) <~V
As per K# (minute) + F* hand/action indicator — *grind* an object to the point that it becomes
minute — *rub*; *crush*; *erase*.

K B
A depiction of a tree with a diminutive, curved, and minutely visible branch obscured on top —
*not yet*; *not be* («— not yet fully visible). *Sheep* (as the eighth sign of the Chinese zodiac) and

*1 P.M. to 3 P.M.* are borrowed meanings. Originally the same character as 7K.

H 8) ;55U (b 09)
As per RX# (minute) + 1 mouth — minutely scrutinize the *taste/flavor* of food — *zest*;
*relish*; *appreciate™.

% 8) ~A;nhoHk
As per A# (minute) + 2 woman — *younger sister* (« female family member who is
comparatively smaller).

(7)) RY



The relevant seal inscription form shows that the right-hand element# (traditionally written as per
the right-hand element of 5%) was originally swirling water + a hand — body dimly visible in the

water in which it is submerged (compare 7). 7K water was appended for emphasis/clarification —
*sink* — *die*.

¥ () 7Y H0
As per ZJ# (obscure) + 4/ cow — obscure (= unremarkable) cow — *thing(s)*; *object(s)* («—
things/objects of unremarkable characteristics).

7) (4) F ;75720 ()
A depiction of curved pieces of cloth dimly visible in the liquid in which they are being soaked —
*negation® («— negativity likened to darkness) — *prohibition*.

2 8) Vb E(H) ;DA ()

As per ZJ# (obscure) + :[» heart/emotions — absent-minded («<— obscure consciousness) —
*neglect®; *disregard* («— neglect/disregard out of absent-mindedness) — *in a moment/an
instant*; *suddenly* («— happen before one is cognizant of the fact «— absent-minded).

Yo(11) = 8E WD) 035 (1F5) 1 E (FD) 12 ()

As per 7Z# absent-minded + /C» heart/emotions — *absent-minded* — *be/become senile*;
*vague*. Also, *fall in love* and *be/become enraptured*. 12 was devised to convey the sense of
"absent-minded" after 7 underwent its transformation of meanings.

7 (10) 7, %7

As per 7J# (obscure) + 77 bamboo — *thin tablet*, obscure on account of its thinness. Such tablets
were once made of bamboo, but later often made of ivory or other precious materials. The tablet
originally signified authority, but later came to indicate a slat used by attendees of imperial

audiences to take notes. The reading > v~ is a borrowed meaning, as are the meanings *mace* and
*scepter™.

® 8) <~

As per K# (minute) + 7K water — minute *foam*, *froth* or *suds* — *spray*; *splash*.

) v
As per K# (minute) + ' grass/plant — *plant with numerous, minute flowers*. The compound >
#14E refers to a jasmine.

Bk (9) ~A
As per # (obscure) + H sun/day — things obscure in poor sunlight — *dark* — *ignorant*;
*foolish*.

B (10) = FE

As per K# (minute) + K grain/rice — minute pieces of *feed/fodder* for horses/livestock.

5% (8) R
Abbreviated form# of % die + & severed bone/death — *die*; *come to an end*.



HO(16) ~A;3A
As per {## (virulent — vigorous) + & movement — pass over vigorously (such as in working a

bladed implement over a whetstone; compare ##) — *pass by* — *pass out of sight*; *exceed*.
Also, *excel* («— exceed others).

B (12) E
As per ZR# (obscure) + an element combining ~~ roof/building and 7 long, wooden sleeping pallet
— *sleep* («— an obscure state of consciousness; compare £*).

Bk (10) /A1~ A

As per AH# (obscure) + H eye — *obscure* and barely/not at all visible — *dark*; *blind*.

#(19) XNy
As per E&# (obscure) + 4X clothing — *socks* (obscure on account of being hidden in shoes;
compare ).

8] () VAV VAV SVAY/SVA
H white, here an abbreviated form# of #1 (warrior's) headband + 1 cloth — *kerchief*; *hood*.

B (14) 575
As per A# (minute) + & leather — small piece of tanned leather dyed *red* with dye from the
madder plant (75).

B (23) N ETF <Ol W
As per F&# (obscure) + 2 leather — *leather undergarment® (obscure on account of being hidden
by clothes; compare ##). *Socks* is a borrowed meaning, via f%.

Z (3) Va;=a;=ay BAR D

A depiction of a supple *woman*.

e (5) K

## woman + X hand/action indicator — *female servant/slave* engaged in strenuous activity.

% (1) K;o& D)
As per W# (strenuous activity) + /) power/energy — *strive*/make great exertions — *exert
oneself*.

9 F;uwn®-5) ;582 (%)

As per ## (strenuous activity) + /[» heart/emotions — strenuous emotion, in the form of *anger*.

m (6) va,==a
As per ZC# (supple) + 1 mouth — take a supple (= pliant) attitude toward another person's
suggestion. *Equal* and *as (if)* are borrowed meanings — *how/what* (to do).

H (6) v, H
A depiction of a supple/soft *ear* clinging to the side of the head. Compare /.



Bb (10) F 13T (CHD Lo ThLn &)
As per B# (supple) + .L» heart/emotions — *shame*; *ashamed*; *embarrassed*; *shy*;
*bashful* (« soft/weak/timid heart) — *disgrace™.

Mt (9) #A;72(2%)
As per [f# (soft and droopy) + ~I" hand/action indicator — soften an object, improving its
durability — *endure/bear®; *persist*; *withstand* — *be fitting*.

Z (8) Ny LAk
As per ## (strenuous activity) + =7 bow — *crossbow* (« particularly powerful type of bow) —
*catapult™®.

® (5 K
As per ## (strenuous activity) + 5 horse — tired (old) horse, worn down by strenuous exertion —
*slow horse* — *dull*; *weak*; *dull-witted*.

£ (10) ¥
As per & (press/fit together) + F hand/action indicator — *grab* a slave — *catch* — *arrest™.
Originally, the character was written %%, with 4 in place of 7, suggesting the use of the hand in

strenuous activity. Some dictionaries continue to give %% as standard, with £ noted as a variant

form.

B(10) A AT A
Z# movement + P4 (nest-like object) — soften food by placing in a basket/colander and running
water over it. *Namely*, *that is to say* and *possessive particle* are borrowed meanings.

m 6) ¥;=;LM(LTH512);LZH(LT0)
A depiction of a soft and droopy beard. Compare fi}. *Then*, *you*, *and*, *moreover*, and *but*
are all borrowed meanings.

fii (17) >
As per [fi# (soft and droopy) + £ fish — soft *roe/fish eggs*.

T Q) AT A 3720 (5)
A depiction of a supple ear clinging to the side of the head (compare F) or a fetus clinging in the
womb (compare &). *You*, *after all*, *that is (to say)* and *of* are all borrowed meanings.

i (9) Va3 (2% T
As per 41# (supple) + #f grass/plant — plant matter softened (by boiling or other means) — *boil*;
*soften*; *soft*; *seethe*.

(10) va

As per 4# (supple) + /L» heart/emotions — supple/pliant attitude of tolerance or forgiveness —
*tolerate™; *forgive*; *excuse™ («— follow a suggestion to demonstrate magnanimity) —
*thoughtfulness*.



i (14) V228

As per E# (supple) + & food/eating — soft dumpling — *bait*; *lure*; *feed* — *tempt*;
*entice*; *decoy* («— lure). Note that for the & element, some publications prefer the style that
appears in f%, £l and other characters, which adds another stroke to the count.

W (6) Va; Al
As per ZC# (supple) + 7K water — softly/gently curving watercourse (originally, the name of a river
in China). *You* is a borrowed meaning.

2 (12) va;va;bl-
As per 211# (supple) + 54 thread — supple *threads of silk or cotton* — *cotton* — *pad with
cotton*.

5 (8) 3%

I0l# female servant + - child — child of a (or, one's own) concubine — *wife and children* (as
opposed to the master of the house, the husband) — *punish the wife and children along with the
convicted criminal*. *Slave* and *servant™® are atavistic meanings.

H (10) v, ARIEE

H# ear + & jewel — *jeweled ear ornament*.

(21 v

As per FF# (soft) + H vehicle — *hearse* (with soft decorations hung from the vehicle).

e (9) V=
As per ZZ# (supple) + K rice — soft *rice cake*. The compound ¥4 refers to a confection made
of toasted then sweetened rice.

2 (10) Va; ¥ F

A variant of 28 grab — *grab* (a woman) and *drag* (her behind one).

i (15) AT A BRMNRA
As per JU# (soft and clingy) + }it tripod kettle/cauldron — clingy incense rising from a *large
vessel*.

7y (5) =av;vav
As per Jh# (soft and clingy) + F* hand/action indicator — toss an object softly — *throw*.

HB) V7 =x%7;b (LIF) ;00 (W)
The relevant oracle bone form of this character is a depiction of a supple young women combing
her hair. A seal inscription form transforms the hair element into ¥ grass/plant and adds [ (an

object) below, probably under the influence of the seal inscription form of 45 — *youth* («
suppleness of youth) — *immature*. The minor meanings of *either/or*, *some ... while others ...*,
and *if* are borrowed meanings.

& (10) 7

As per £5# (supple) + L contain/conceal — supple mulberry leaves hidden in a container —



*hide*; *conceal*.

(15 X7

As per #i# (supple) + 5 words — supple words of *consent*. Compare 7%.

7T (5) X7
The relevant oracle bone form of this character combines A# person + /i long, wooden sleeping
pallet — 1ll person on a sickbed — *illness*.

= (12) o7
As per #i# (supple) + [ heart/emotions — provocation strong enough to overcome a supple (=
accepting) state of mind — *incite®; *bring about* («— provoke into taking action).

R (10) Tav; T

As per E.# (pure) + 2 woman — pure young female — *girl* — *daughter*. Compare 1.

£ (20) vav  Shinjitai # (16)
As per F&# (supple/soft) + 1= earth — softened *earth*/*soil*.

i (20) 27 Shinjitai # (16)
As per F&# (supple/soft) + 2 woman — supple *young lady* — *daughter*; *honorific for an
unmarried woman*. Compare 4.

ik (24) Yav;w$ (%)  Shinjitai # (20)
As per F&# (supple/soft) + 5 words — take a pliant attitude in accepting a demand/request —
*allow*; *concede* (compare ##) — *transfer*; *hand over*; *sell*; *yield to*; *defer*.

i (24) vav;7%(7)  Shinjitai FE (20)
As per F&# (supple/soft) + B alcohol container — soften ingredients in brewing an alcoholic
beverage — *brew* — *cause®; *give rise to*.

% (10) Vv ;<b
% derives from a depiction of a three-branched tree covered with large, supple leaves. % is 53# +
K tree/wood — *mulberry* (« tree with supple leaves on which silkworms feed).

BE (10) /v

A depiction of a bear, a supple and powerful creature — *ability*; *skill*; *able* («— power/ability
to accomplish something < powerful) — *endure* («— power/ability to hold out) — *Noh* («
skill).

B(14) A
# is 7~ roof/building + an element combining :[» heart/emotions and [l dish/plate/bowl — settle
into a relaxed position while partaking of food indoors. & alters [l into ™ and adds %5 as

described in %5 (extend then bend) — settle oneself in a relaxed posture, with a plate of food
alongside — *quiet*; *peaceful*. *Rather* is a borrowed meaning.

fZ (1) A1



As per {—# (interact) + 2 woman — *flatter* a woman to make her interests coincide with one's
own.

£ (17) vay,vay

The relevant seal inscription form shows a number of mixed items + 4K clothing (here suggesting a
supple/soft cloth sack) — *cooperate® in inserting seized goods in sacks — *work*; *assist* —
*aid*; *help*. *Raise™* is a borrowed meaning.

# (20) Yav
As per F&# (seize) + F hand/action indicator — *seize*. *Chase away*, *repel* and *reject* are
borrowed meanings.

# (22) vav
Abbreviated form# of $# repel + 71~ altar/the supernatural — *exorcise* (« repel unclean spirits)
— *purification* ceremony; *sacrifice*.

% 22 /v

As per Z&# (sack) + a variant of the element that came to be written # (sack bound on two ends
and pierced by a shaft) — *sack*; *bag*; *pouch* — *container*. % was devised to replace 2
after 2% lost its connection with "sack."

w17 A
As per &# (settle) + 7K water — *mud* in which objects settle — *muddy*; *mire*. Compare J&
and V5.

= (17) =av;/v;Ky

As per &# (settle) + K dog/beast — tenacious, unyielding beast — *ferocious*; *terrifying*.

15 (4) vav,=av;728;L (%)
As per Jh# (soft and clingy) + A person (— human agency) — (cause to) *cling/stick to* — *add
to* — *furthermore*; *not only that*; *according to*; *in consequence®; *yet*; *still*.

M (22) Yav;iEs (o)
As per F&# (supple/soft) + K grain/rice — pliant, stripped *stalks of millet* — *rich harvest of
grain* — *abundant*.

B (26) vav;iay; iy

As per Z&# (supple/soft) + & food/eating — *cooked rice placed in a sack/container and
transported to field laborers* (compare ). Also, *dried cooked rice*, carried as an army provision
(compare fii, £2 and #f%).

& (16) =av;xA;kv
As per 5# (settle) + A person — person settled/immobile on account of being too *weak™ to act
— *troubled®.

B o(12) A
A variant form of &£ *peaceful*. *Choose* is a borrowed meaning.



B (17) RA;==V;=av

As per 5# (settle) + [1 mouth — speak words that settle a matter — *considerate*; *kindness*.

M (20) 1,7 A;=av

As per 55# (settle) + H ear — *earwax* (that settles in the ear).

£ (21) Fv, /vl
As per $&# (insert) + H sun/day — *long ago*; *ancient(ly)* (« days inserted between the present
and a specific time in the past) — *prior*; *former*.

BB Q27 vav,iav,; /v
%E# raise + 5 horse — *horse galloping with head raised*.

(25 =av;vav;av; /v
As per F&# (insert) + 4> metal — *insert* softened metal into a mold, or pour into crevices —
*inlay*; *fill*.

A Q) ==27; 0 (B D) ;130 (D)
The relevant oracle bone form of this character depicts a soft, yielding sack into which goods are

placed (compare 3&) — *enter*; *put/allow in*; *let in*; *take in*; *hold/accommodate*;
*contain*; *carry/stock™® (goods); *go/come in*. *Need/require* is a borrowed meaning.

N 4 T4 1495
The relevant oracle bone form of this character is a roof + A# (place inside) — place objects
*inside/within* a storehouse — *home*; *put in*; *among™*; *between*.

M0y 7Ty T RS (FELH05)
As per N# (place inside) + 5% thread — patch/mend vestments by inserting needle and thread

through the holes (compare the replacement character #). *Pay*; *supply*; *deliver*; *furnish*;
*store*; *put away* are via reinterpretation of the constituent elements of the characters as fabric
paid as tribute or a tax, and which is stored away. Also, *accept® («— accept that which is
paid/supplied) — *settled*; *finished*; *content™.

F(9) TS
The relevant oracle bone form of this character is a depiction of a hut or small storehouse. However,
a seal inscription form is B grass shoot + an element# combining [ ] boundary/enclosure and an

inverted A pierced by two horizontal lines, suggesting sprouts placed inside a hothouse for
cultivation — *south* («— direction associated with warmth, which hothouses were positioned to
face).

T (6) =2 FEn (T -H2D)

As per F# (encompass) + A person (— human agency) — encompass/bear *responsibility* —
*duty* — *undertake* («— undertake a duty/responsibility) — *entrust®; *leave* (up to another)
(«— entrust/leave up to another a duty or responsibility) — *leave to chance*; *endure* («— endure
a duty).

% (13) Fv



As per {T:# (encompass responsibility) + H commodities — goods/money paid to someone
employed, who bears responsibility — *employ*; *hire* — *rent* (to/from); *wages®*; *charge*.

(7)) =v
As per T-# (encompass) + 2 woman — woman encompassing a fetus in *conception* or
*pregnancy®.

B ) FohusReD

Hi# field + /J power/energy — strong, limber *man* working a field.

e 9) B L(AD) ;7 (FDHDD)

The relevant seal inscription form is an element combining thread and a box for holding dye + 7K
water (for emphasis/clarification) — *dye* (v.) — *soak*; *color* (v.); seep in*; *steep in*;
*spot/smudge™®; *stain*.

£ @) =00 B TOx
A depiction of a spool encompassed by soft, thick threads — *thick*. (Distinguish from the right-
hand element of %E.) *Ninth in a series* and *ninth calendar sign* are borrowed meanings.

=9 v
As per {T:# (encompass) + i grass/plant — *beans* encompassed in a pod — *soft* (« soft or
softened pod).

i (13) v <7< DX

FA# south + /K tree/wood — tree (of the Lauraceae family) native to warm (= southerly) climates
— *camphor*.

BB Brixr

A depiction of a supple object, a soft, droopy beard (compare 1fi) — *tender*; *weak*. Also,
*advance* (< advance slowly and steadily, like a growing beard). £ is a variant form of .
Distinguish from .

7 (8) BY
As per f1# (supple) + i grass/plant — (supple and) *lush/luxuriant* plant life — *flourish*.

B (15 Br,oNF
Fh# as described in f} (supple) + £ hair — soft *beard*/*whiskers*.

iE(10) Yo Ar =
As per {T:# (encompass) + [ heart/emotions — consider (< encompass in the heart; compare /&x).
*This*, *this kind of* and *thus* are borrowed meanings.

£ (9) V=2 x0 BL< AR
As per T# (encompass) + 4< clothing — *hidden lapel*; *lapel*; *collar*.

i 8) x TV oE(Te) ; UMA(D)
As per (5# (fixed in place) + F hand/action indicator — fix an object in place by picking it up or



grasping it — *pick up/grasp* (with the fingertips). *Twist* and *twirl* are borrowed meanings.

w9 /7 FY;2Ah
Abbreviated form# of 4 (patch/mend) + 4X clothing — *patch/mend* apparel — *priest's
vestments* («— one who wears patched garments «— patched garments) — (humble term of self-

reference used by a) *priest*. #§ was devised to convey the original sense of #4 after #} acquired
different meanings via reinterpretation.

#E (10) Y=
As per F# (spool of thread) + 5% thread — *spool of thread inserted in the shuttle of a loom* —
*weave*. fI was devised to replace T-.

it (13) v, =r
As per T# (encompass) + & food/eating — a filling encompassed by a lump of *boiled food* —
*cook™®/*boil* a long time.

R (12) Brxv

Effectively a variant form of # (grill over a fire), with the distinction that in ¥ it is ££ a bird being
grilled while in %X itis K a dog/beast — *burn*. *Thus*, *that's right*, *but*, *however*, and *as
it is* are borrowed meanings.

B(16) 2h (259 07)

SX# burn + ‘X fire (for emphasis/clarification) — *burn*.

HE(18) F T (W) 032 (W) T g (L)

As per [J#hs described in {# (stretch over a fire) + £ short, squat bird — bird stretched over a fire
in being grilled — *difficult*; *disaster* (« tribulation as intense as being grilled over a fire) —
*defect*; *flaw™*; *misfortune*.

M B v =rlE
J]) sword/knife + a diagonal mark# emphasizing the flexible *blade* — *edge*. In $4 and ¥4, )
takes the form ., while in 471, 7] and #] it takes yet another form.

() = Lo (g5 5)

As per H# (flexible) + /[» heart/emotions — *bear*; *endure* («— heart that flexibly bears/endures
burdens). *Stealth* and *concealment™® are borrowed meanings — *secret™®; *hide*; *incognito*;
*sneak into/about*.

R(14) =2 HE(DD)
A# endure + 5 words — *acknowledge* that something endures examination — *recognize*;
*determine*; *knowledge™* — *accept*®; *approve*.

AN Q) V=2 DNk

A depiction of a standing *person* reaching toward another, suggesting people in mutable
interaction — *human* (being). Compare 1. In dual-element characters, A nearly always appears
on the left in the form 1 . In many such characters (& fi¢ {1 i & & etc.), A suggests human
agency, but there are others in which A has no semantic function at all. In these cases ({7 & it 1



i 1f& etc.), A is used simply to create a derivative character conveying meanings that dropped
from the original one.

= @ Y=
As per A# (people in mutable interaction) + . two — two individuals in mutable interaction —
*humanity*; *benevolence*; *virtue*.

Fo(6) xv kL
The relevant bronzeware inscription form is K grain/rice + T# (advance through luxuriant
vegetation) — advance through crops in harvesting — *year®; *age* («— harvest as the end of a

long agricultural cycle; compare k).

M 15) v=2r3555809) ;95 ()
As per F# (concealed) + 7K water — liquid concealed in the earth that slowly oozes out — *ooze*;
*moisten®* — *benefit*; *enrich*; *profit*. Also, *dim/cloudy* (« concealing mist).

L ) v, =v
A variant of A\ person, like A suggesting people in mutable interaction — *person*; *human
figure®.

Bo(12) v
A here an abbreviated form# of . endure + 4% leather — *pliable* *leather*, able to endure great

tension — *soft* (and strong) («<— pliable). Also, *quiver* (made of soft leather). ¥ is a variant
form.

21 ¥
As per ## (grill over a fire) + A person (— human agency) — conduct a *fire ceremony to drive
out evil spirits*.

B (15) 7257 0K)
As per &# (flatten) + 1 stone — flatten with a stone roller in grinding — *grind*; *mortar*;
(hand) *mill*.

B (7) Vv (B5)
As per F# (cut with a) blade + 4 cow — *fill* a vessel with the blood of a sacrificed cow
(compare Ifll) — *be full*.

7 (10) Y=y
A# (cut with a) blade + & words — cut the free flow of speech — *be hesitant/reluctant to speak*.

) (10) v E0E
FJ# (cut with a) blade + B vehicle — cut the free movement of a vehicle by blocking the wheels —
*block*; *wheel lock*.

i (12) X720 000 (D5)
Originally 7R red + [fi face — *blush*; *redden*. /it replaces i with [1[ak described in il
(spread over).



g (12) v~
Abbreviated form# of & endure + E: leather — *pliable* *leather*, able to endure great tension —
*soft* (and strong) («<— pliable). Also, *quiver* (made of soft leather). Compare #4.

# (18) vav;vav;ssR ()
An element# doubling H ear (= ears) + another H ear — ears figuratively pressed to a whispered
voice (or, actually pressed to the lips of the whisperer) — *whisper*.

M (25) vav; s (L)
As per ## (press together) + /& leg/foot — *step/tread on* — *pursue*; *track*; *follow™ («
figuratively or actually press the feet into the tracks left by the prey one is pursuing).

i 6) vav
As per #&# (press together) + 4> metal — *tweezers*; *pincers* («— implement worked by pressing
together two slender pieces of metal) — *pluck hair*. Also, an *attachment hung from a hairpin*.

t (4) Yav;=a27;51cle)
—# ten (doubled) — *twenty*. Compare fii- thirty.

B (27) vav;vav
As per ## (press together) + H head — the *temple* (between the aligned pair of which the skull
is pressed). Compare F.

B (5) =;b%F
J7 body + an abbreviated form# of Lt line up — close contact among members of a group of
similar people (compare ). *Nun* is a borrowed meaning, to transliterate the Sanskrit bhiksuni

(nun) (kb F2J2). Note that &= is thought to be a Japanese transliteration of the Pali term for
"mother."

e 8) 74,5
As per JE# (close contact) + 7K water — close contact of earth and water, producing *mud* —
*clingy*; *sticky*. *Thief* is via the compound JE#E EAIED.

— ) =;572(m2)
Parallel lines indicating *two™* and suggesting an alignment of supple objects, along with the
abstract sense of ongoing affinity.

& (12) = Shinjitai =t (6)
Originally =X.: t; stake + —# two — *two* stakes aligned side by side. As with &, /2%, and 3,

this character is used as a substitute for the usual number (in this case, ) in documents as a
precaution against forgery.

| (19 v
#i# seal + & jewel — *imperial seal*. B was devised to replace #§ after i acquired its borrowed
meanings.



(7
The left-hand element# is a variant of {7 as described in 3 (supple). #S adds &

(village/settlement), but the original form of the character had a different element than (=, The
identity of this original form and the original meaning of the character are now obscure, although
the meaning was likely to have been connected with the concept "supple" as this concept is active in

derivative characters such as B, fi and #E. *How*, *which*, *what*, and *that* are all borrowed
meanings. Jf is used in transliterations of terms such as F|H[} (Sanskrit: ksana), an instant.

£ A1) F45L9<
R here an abbreviated form# of 7% (clear or clearing sky) + T down — scattered *raindrops*
falling from a clear(ing) sky — (a) *drop*; *dripping™*; *trickle*.

W a4 =
A depiction of a large seal (for pressing images that adhere in soft clay or, later, on documents).
*That*, *so*, *you*, *just*, *near* and *like* are borrowed meanings. In dual-element characters,

i sometimes appears in the reduced form 7J5.

i (19) %
As per fii# (adhere) + 7~ altar/the supernatural — memorial tablet dedicated to one's father, and
adhering to an altar — *ancestral shrine*.

K (7)) =¥
JN# (= 1) (adhere) + A person — person with close and ongoing relations with oneself — *you*.
Compare fi£. Note the variant form f#.

e (8) v
As per JE# (close contact) + /[» heart/emotions — *timidity/bashfulness* caused by overly close
contact (compare fJE) — *be ashamed*.

i (18) V=B ()

As per fii# (adhere) + & movement — draw *near* — *proximate* — *familiar*.

’ (16) ¥;=
As per B# as described in =t (aligned) + X tree/wood — aligned thorns of a thorned *jujube*
(tree). Compare 5.

I’ (16) v;=;H50
As per B\# as described in =X (aligned) + A flesh — aligned slabs of *viscous grease/fat* — *fat*;
*fatty™.

w10y &7

As per Ji# (supple) + 2 woman — supple, *graceful* woman — *elegant®; *captivating*.

10y &7
As per Al# (supple) + 5 hand/action indicator — *rub* to make supple — *shift*.

(1) F &7 E



As per Bi# (supple) + K tree/wood — tree with long, supple branches. The compound #1J#f refers
to a tree resembling a willow. 72X (Podocarpus nagi), however, is a species of evergreen.

2o (15) ;2 ()
As per Ei# (cut) + ‘K fire — burn off extraneous objects — *heat* — *hot*.

H (4) =F;27:0 0
A depiction of the *sun* — *day* (« appearance of the sun ushering in a new day). As with Z4,
the heat of the sun was understood in terms of softening objects and/or reducing them in size.

% (8) F4:F A

A variant of 2% as described in 7K (carve characters), here suggesting that the production of the
characters involves not carving but rather pressing an implement downward into soft clay (compare
the derivative character #%). *How* and *what* are borrowed meanings. 2% is also used in

transliterations, such as 437% (Sanskrit or Pali: naraka), referring to hell/purgatory or the
underworld in general.

Z(17) 'Y
As per Z# (cut) + 4K clothing — cut cloth for use as underwear — *be familiar* («— be on as close

terms with something/someone as with one's own underwear); *dirty* (< soiled underwear) —
*treat with disrespect™*.

e (9) >
As per JE# (close contact) + H (sun — sunlight) — sunlight contacting (objects on) the earth —
*intimacy* (compare Jj2); *approach*. Compare also .

71 7 E2Y B ()

As per Z5# (press downwards) + - hand/action indicator — *press* down (firmly).

1 (10) FF ;%72 (R5) ;oK (1ad)
The right-hand element# is 1= earth + H (sunlight that softens objects it strikes) — hard earth

softening in the sun. #£ adds T hand/action indicator — *knead clay into an object* —
*fabricate®.

E(10) 337
As per the right-hand element# as described in 2 (soft or softened earth) + 7K water — *mud* —
*black earth* — *dye* (black).

H ) VI

As per H# (sunlight that softens) + 7< clothing — (soft) *underwear* (particularly, for females) —
*everyday clothing*. &2 refers to one of two separate types of ancient Japanese garment, one
worn by males, the other by females; compare #.

iz (15) >
As per [E# (objects in a container) + H sun/day — sunlight contacting objects set out for drying —
*intimacy* («— be in close contact). Compare E.



6§ (12) /0720 (F 3% +2p)  Shinjitai 4 (10)
The relevant seal inscription form of [1#khows hair curling over a scalp, with the form [][]
transforming the element into a cranium with three bending lines suggesting wrinkles in the soft

brains. & adds ‘[~ heart/emotions — persistent thoughts (compare Ji#i and Ji§) of a disturbing nature
running about the brain — *distress*; *trouble*; *affliction*; *worry* — *harass*.

fi§ (13) /v  Shinjitai 4 (11)
As per [J#hs described in i (brain) + A flesh (for emphasis/clarification) — brains — *brain* —
*head*; *main*.

R (7)) =av
J~ an abbreviated form# of Jii buttocks + 7K water — *urine* issuing from between the buttocks.
For urine, compare 7%.

Z (9 vVar;,=ar; b (BB
r# pike/halberd + A tree/wood — *soft*/*pliant* wood made into curved weapon handles —
*judo* (« pliancy).

W (15) Ko

[“1# battle + 17 market — marketplace likened to a *noisy*, *lively* battlefield.

H (12) Yar;b (o)
Z# soft + F hand/action indicator — soften — *rub/knead* (to soften) — *crumple* — *be
confused/disordered*.

B (15) vav

Z# soft + 2K rice — soft dish consisting of rice mixed/blended with other grains — *mix/blend*.

B (16) Y=

Ze# soft + & leg/foot — *trample* (clay, foodstuffs etc.) in order to soften — *tread*; *step on*.

B (18) a7 (9)

Zi# soft + # leather — soften a hide/leather in tanning it — *tan*; *tanned leather*. Compare #¥.

W (13) Yav

As per 55# (supple) + 2 woman — supple/*limber* woman — *lithe*; *delicate*; *graceful*.

N (5) Y=av
A depiction of an animal, seen from the rear. The meaning *trample* suggests the original notion

was that of a beast softening earth in trampling it; compare the Old Chinese homonym ¥ (also
"trample").

fit (10) F=27;727;0%
As per H# (curve/bend) + 5% thread — curved and knotted *string* or *cord* — *tie*; *knob* (of
a seal).

B (15) =av;vav



As per ZE# (arch/rise high) + 2 woman — lithesome woman (< tall and supple) — *graceful*;
*tease™.

£ (15 =av; by Ry ay e (95) ;L7 (0) ;Lo (5) s 7eb (T 5)
As per ZE# (arch/rise high) + T+ hand/action indicator — *bend* a tall object (into a particular
form) — *disarrange*; *disturb* («— bend an object out of its original shape). For disturb, compare

BE.

= (15) =av,;vav
As per ZE# (arch/rise high) + #f grass/plant — arching bundle of vegetation — *fuel*; *firewood*
(«— vegetation used as fuel).

# (16) =av;vay
As per ZE# (arch/rise high) + & movement — *coil/twine about™* a tall object — *circulate*;
*surround*. Compare 7%.

wt (18) Yav;=av
As per ZE# (arch/rise high) + % thread — wind threads loosely around a tall object — *coil/twine
about*; *circulate*; *surround*. Compare 3.

g (21) vav,=av
As per ZE# (arch/rise high) + & food/eating — tall, irregular pile of food — *abundant*;
*plentiful*.

B 13) /v
As per [J#hs described in i (brain) + & jewel — jewel the color of a (horse's) brain — *agate*.
Note a variant form, fi§, which appears in the compound & (agate).

BE (16) Fv;vay;=ay;»nl;izb(Te) ;72 (05)
As per ZE# (arch/rise high) + K tree/wood — tall, *bent/twisted piece of wood* (compare Z) —

*bend*; *twist*; *weaken® (and ruin). Also, by interpreting the character as a piece of wood raised
high, *oar* and *paddle*.

5 (18) Fav;vav
£% here an abbreviated form# of % coil/twine about + H insect — *intestinal worm(s)*. Compare

]

Bt (20) FU;=av; &6
As per ZE# (arch/rise high) + 4> metal — annoying reverberations of an instrument arching into the
sky — *gong* — *disturb*. For disturb, compare #z.

(7)) Tar; b))
As per T# (curve/bend) + K dog/beast — dog curling up about its master — *become
familiar/accustomed to* — *become proficient at*; *master™ («— become accustomed to).

Ho(12) Fav,Pav;oFR

As per H+# (curve/bend) + 4 metal — *knob*; *button*; a *handle* (« curved pieces of metal).



W (16) Par
Zk# soft + HL vehicle — soften earth by trampling it with the outer rims of wheels — *trample*;
*outer rim of a wheel* — *bend*.

2 (13) vav;lek (0n)
Abbreviated form# of & (curve upward) + 4X clothing — clothing fluttering gracefully upwards —
*graceful*.

o (11) RU, o7, 547
As per Ei# (rise above) + 7K water — *mud*/*mire* that rises above the objects it contains or
covers. Compare J&.

®(12) FU;2ar;8%
Z# soft + K dog/beast — soft-haired *monkey*.

(7)) ==2;Vay;Fary; FaatEb ()
As per f1# (curve/bend) + 5+ hand/action indicator — curve/bend/*twist the hand in seizing* —
*pull/draw tight*. Compare 3.

55 (10) Ux7; kb F5-05-5)

The relevant seal inscription form combines 55# (doubling of = flexible, curved bow) with two
sets of the element Z pattern — supple, decorated (or ornamental) bows — *weak*; *feeble*;
*weaken* (< soft «— supple). Also, *inferior* and *young*. In derivative characters such as 3,
155, 4, %% and %, the two strokes at bottom left parallel each other.

W (6) =7

A depiction of a slab of soft animal *meat* with the veins exposed — *flesh*.
W (13) =x7; 57,05 (D5)

As per §5# (supple) + =F hand/action indicator — grasp a supple object — *grasp*; *take in hand*
(compare fit) — *hold down* — *seize*; *bind*; *arrest™.

W (13) 7%;BIX (D)
As per 55# (supple) + 7K water — immerse in liquid, making an object supple — *be immersed in*
— *drown*.

% (13) =x7; %7
As per 55# (supple) + #fi grass/plant — *cattail* (< supple rush) — *(cattail) mat*.

W (7)) v7vay

As per H# (curve/bend) + .[» heart/emotions — figuratively bend in *shame* — *be ashamed*.

it (10) v
As per F:# (curve/bend) + Ifil. blood — bend in allowing blood from a *nosebleed* to drain. Also,
*be defeated® («— be actually or figuratively bloodied in defeat).



R (1) v7,=7;LL

A variant form of A *meat*.

W (21) X7 L0FED; O
As per 55# (supple) + J& bird. The bird originally signified is obscure, as is the specific connection
with suppleness, but the character has been applied both to a large variety of *domestic fowl* (&9

F5) and to the *siskin* (OND). *Light yellow-green* is via the compound #5{%., derived from the
color of a siskin's breast feathers.

B (13) v
The relevant oracle bone form of this character is J&# (turn soil) + #f forest — burn brush and turn
soil, exposing soft, sticky earth — *farming™*/*agriculture*.

I (16) /7;2(0)
As per j&=# (soft and sticky) + /K water — sticky liquid — *thick*; *dense*; *strong*; *dark*
(color).

Ho(6) YaU; 2O
Originally f-# pike/halberd + FH armor/helmet — seize (soft luxury) goods by use of arms —
*weapon*; *armed*; *battle*; *war*; *barbarian*.

= (15) Ko, /v
As per /&=# (soft and sticky) + A person — two people figuratively stuck together in a lasting,
intimate relation — *you*; *I*. Compare R/{f.

R (17) /7589 (Tp)

As per /&=# (soft and sticky) + A flesh — sticky *pus* oozing from sores — *suppurate*; *fester*.

W (12) vau
As per Fi# (seize soft goods) + 5% thread — (prized) *fuzzy, woolen fabric*.

7’18 vav

As per /Z=# (soft and sticky) + K grain/rice — sticky, luxuriant *vegetation*.

Bz (20) Tav;bhr; (W)
As per /=# (soft and sticky) + P4 alcohol — *thick, sticky alcohol* — *rich* (taste).

= (14) U=
As per [Mi# (soft and droopy) + RN rain/natural phenomena — be drenched and become soft and
droopy. *Demand* and *require* are borrowed meanings.

& (16) ¥=
As per T5# (soft) + A person — person of soft/gentle demeanor — culture; cultured; person of
culture; scholar — *Confucianism*.

A B ==27;6;65

The relevant seal inscription form is Z7# (envelop/enclose) + Z. here a shape indicator to suggest a



breast — (mother's) *milk™* enclosed in a *breast™ — *feed* (a baby); *infantile*.

H (12) A= 3 35(5<)
A deplctlon of an old man with a long, soft *beard*. The present form is Z pattern (here suggesting
beard whiskers) + E head. *Necessary*, *should* and *ought* are borrowed meanings.

I (17) Y=
As per 75# (soft) + %2 woman — soft/supple woman (compare B{) — *mistress*; *concubine*.
Also, *wife* and *weak™.

% an %

As per 75# (soft) + .[» heart/emotions — *weak-minded*; *timid*; *cowardly* («<— soft-hearted).

e (17) Y=, R (B3 -1Dd)
As per 75# (soft) + 7K water — soften in liquid — *moisten*; *soak*; *immerse* — *be/get wet*;
*be/get damp*. {75 was devised to replace 7 after 75 acquired its borrowed meanings.

% (19) Y=
As per 75# (soft) + 42X clothing — soft fabric of a garment (compare #%) — fine silk cloth —
*underwear®.

% (20) T=
As per FF# (soft) + 5% thread — soft, *fine silk cloth*. Compare ff and 5.

% (22) Va2 A O
As per ZE# (long, soft beard) + £2 hair — soft *beard* — *whiskers* (surrounding the mouths of

animals). 5% was devised to express the original sense of ZH after ZH acquired its borrowed
meanings.

# A7) Y=, bOHRT
As per 75# (soft) + - child — (unweaned) *child*; *child* in a general sense.

I (18) Y=;Rv; 94
As per FF# (soft) + A flesh — *soft meat*. (The fleshy) *upper arm* is a borrowed meaning. In
Japan, [l has also been taken to refer to the *leg* or *shin*.

 (16) K7 ;<b

As per E# (soften) + 5 plow — use a *hoe* to soften earth in cultivating — *cultivate*.

TH (23) V=
As per F5# (soft) + H head — the *temple* («<— soft portion of the head). Compare #g.

F (10) Taz; i3l @5)
J% + =F. However, the original form of the character is likely to have been a variant form# of /=

(soft) + .[» heart/emotions — soften/weaken another person's emotional state — *humiliate™;
*insult*; *shame®*; *disgrace®.



7/ (15 Yarz;Lih
As per /5# (soft) + 4% clothing — soft cloth(ing) (compare ) — *mat*; *bedding*; *cushion*.

B’ (16) var
As per E# (soft) + 5% thread — soft fabric with an *intricate/decorative* pattern — *complicated*;
*involved*.

B (13) vaz;Lén
As per B:# (soft) + P grass/plant — *mat*/*bedding* made of soft vegetation.

® (13) Yav
As per B:# (soften) + /K water — softening moisture — *humid*; *damp*; *muggy*.

L (4) vay
The relevant seal inscription form shows two curving lines serving as an abstract representation of

the idea of movement through open space + — cover — move through the open area of a covered
space — *superfluity* («— space other than that necessary in which to move). There is no

etymological connection with JL.

B 9) vav;&nl;lir
As per B# (supple) + ¥ grass/plant — soft, *luxuriant vegetation* — *mushroom*.

R (11) TR0 (B0 H)
Originally, 5 vehicle + 8# (soft) — large, wheeled plow used to turn up soft soil (lying beneath
the hard upper layer) — *soft*. For the idea of softness vis—a-vis the turning of soil, compare .

#X replaces T2 with /X bent, open-mouthed figure (bend — pliable), and this became the standard
form of the character.

% (13) X ;57272 (D eF55)

Two once-separate characters combine J8# (soft) + ‘X fire or H sun/day, respectively — warm up
and soften (by fire or by sunlight; compare the right-hand element of 2) — *warm/heat up*. The

present form, which has assumed this meaning from the others mentioned, combines H sun/day +

(9 Bryxv
As per [fi# (soft and droopy) + K stand outstretched — *soft* and droopy, human figure —
*weak*.

% (20) R ;B
As per 75# (soft) + H insect — soft, moist wriggling worm — *squirm*; *crawl*; *move*.

B (12) ¥Y=;9%9

As per [J# (concealed) + £ ruler — ruler remaining concealed within the gates of a palace. It was
the custom of Chinese rulers to confine themselves during intercalary periods (i.e., periods when the
days exceeded those provided for in the official calendar) — *intercalation*®; *intercalary month*;
*leap*; *leap year* — *usurp* («— throne obtained in an irregular manner).



e (14) R v on(0)
# a variant form of 4], here a variant of J8# (soft) + 2 woman — *young* (« young and
therefore soft/supple woman). Compare fi.

1 (13) ZrF v o272 () ;7212 (F5-D5)
Effectively a variant form of %, replacing H sun with ‘X fire — (be/get) *warm*; *warm up* (an
object).

& (0) #7056

As per 75# (soft) + K rice — softened, *glutinous rice*.

& (15) AA; L

3# is «[» heart/emotions (tripled) — the deep heart/core of an object. £ adds i grass/plant —
core of an unopened *bud*, where pistil and stamen adhere. "Pistil" and "stamen" are distinguished
by prefixing 1 for the former and % for the latter. Like certain other characters composed of triple

elements such as £ and #%, &5 may be regarded as having been devised to replace an obsolete
compound character that had been created according to the standard formation principle (one
phonosemantic element + one semantic element).

% (14) AA;BVINT
As per Z# (hang low) + 5% thread — hanging *crown strings* tied about the jaw. A *decoration*
attached above the ear to a crown is a borrowed meaning in Japanese.

X (15) AA
FE# combines ZX pig/boar (— animal with a drooping belly) + & birth; life — drooping life forms.

X% adds W grass/plant — *drooping flowers/leaves* — *decoration* hung from a crown, or from a
pennant/banner.

i1y bRy
A variant form of Fli *stammer*. Also, *slow* (of speech) — *dull*. N replaces H} to indicate a
shift in the initial consonant from K- to N-; compare ", #y, %, 75 and .

W (7)) bR
A variant form of It} scold. *Stammer* and *stutter* are borrowed meanings, via i/. /N replaces H}
to indicate a shift in the initial consonant from T- to N-; compare &}, #4, A, 7N and .

W (10) BA ;311 5K

A variant form of a character combining H insect and {1}, indicating an insect/creature with a
protrusion employed in biting/stinging/eating. For 4, the specific reference is to a mosquito or
*gnat*. N replaces [} to indicate a shift in the initial consonant from T- to N-; compare 3/, T, 7K,
i and .

B2 (16) #A1;9(2%)
As per %# (hang) + & food/eating — wilted foodstuffs — *sag*. Also, *be hungry* and *starve*.

W (7)) BA



A variant form of 7} (H} protrude + 7K water) — *bend in a river*; *confluence* — *inlet*.
replaces {1} to indicate a shift in the initial consonant from T- to N-; compare /4, "N, %, ;A1 and 7.

wWo(T) BA
A variant form of {1} flourishing vegetation, emphasizing vegetation flourishing at *water's edge*.
N replaces {1 to indicate a shift in the initial consonant from S- to N-; compare &/, "/, i, /4 and

.

W (8) BA;1xE

A variant form of ffi (1 protrude + K tree/wood) — *tenon* («+— projection on the end of a piece
of wood, inserted into a mortise). PN replaces {1} to indicate a shift in the initial consonant from T-
to N-; compare M, I, 1, A and /A

Sz

= (12) 7

As per iff# (long lines) + H sun/day — long rays of sunlight (compare ffi and Ffj) spreading
*widely* — *generally*; *pervade*.

A (19) 7
As per &# (long lines) + & words — long lines of words or notations spreading over the surface
on which they are recorded — *notation*; *record*; *(musical) score*; *genealogy*.

#O(19)

#5 is ¥ rain/natural phenomena + an element combining #:# (stretch tautly) and A moon — strain
(figuratively "stretch") the eyes to observe the whitish moon spreading over the daytime sky.
*Domination* and *dominion* are borrowed meanings. &5 has been supplanted by the form .

i (10) A; 00 (F25FD) & (BRD BN D)
As per Fi# (spread) + T hand/action indicator — spread the hands/arms and *grasp* an object
(compare i) — *catch*; *grab*; *take hold*; *arrest*.

HO(10) F;95

As per Fi# (spread) + 7K water — *shore* of a *bay*, *beach* or *inlet* (< spreading waterside).

i (12) &;BE720)
As per Fi# (spread) + 4< clothing — spread a piece of material over a rip/hole to supplement and
mend a garment (compare #) — *aid*; *mend*; *compensate*; *make up for*; *supply*.

o5 &

4= here was originally 4 metal, which when added to Bi# (spread) yielded the meaning of a metal
bracket fitted precisely (= spreading flat) into a gate. (The present-day character #fi, however,
means "lay out; spread; pave.") For &, the idea eventually became that of goods *spread flat* for
display/sale (compare Hz) in a simple structure — *sales* — *store*; *shop*. Note a variant form,

il

(15 7;L ()
Bi# combines /i (spread) + /7 (spread) — spread at length over a flat surface. B adds 4C action



indicator — *spread/lay* at length over a flat surface — *cover*; *pave*. Also, *set up* and
*effectuate™ («— cover existing gaps).

& (19 K
As per JHi# (spread) + 17 bamboo — strips of bamboo spread in record-keeping — *account book*;
*register*.

4 7;bb
The relevant oracle bone form of this character depicts a hand spread over the handle of an ax
(compare ). *Father* is a borrowed meaning.

i (5) 7;¥am
The relevant bronzeware inscription form is as per 4C# (spread) + Il cloth — *cloth* *spread*
over an object.

i (8) 7:;Z (1 3%)
As per ffi# (spread) + /[» heart/emotions — fear spreading over the heart — *frightened*; *afraid*.
Compare 2L,

(7
As per EL# (spread) + 5 hand — spread the hands and *take/grasp* an object (compare fiff).

B ®) 757500 (1) ;55 ()
The relevant bronzeware inscription form is I:# (stand straight) + another leg/foot — stand straight

by in attending upon a superior, then *walk* off (to carry out orders; compare <F) — *step*;
*pace* — *interest rate* («— move forward).

& (15) 7

An abbreviated form# of /& (emaciated) + A flesh — (emaciated) *skin*.

IR 9
[J#1s a depiction of branching rivulets. Jk adds /K water — distributaries of a main watercourse —
*faction™; *group*; *school* («— branches of a main organization).

BE(16) B:&5(F5)
As per F¥# (spread) + & movement — spread in evasive movement — *evade*; *avoid*; *avert*
— *shun*; *remain aloof*; *shirk*.

B(9) B30 (Ln-Lip-LvD)

The relevant seal inscription form shows a variant form of /= (left hand) spread over the handle of
an implement used to flatten or lower a surface, such as a spatula or a trowel — *low™; *lowly*;
*base* («— bottom) — *vulgar*; *greedy*; *mean* — *humble*; *despise* («— make
oneself/another lower).

i (14) &
As per H.# (spread low) + A stone — low-lying stone (marker) — *monument®; *memorial
stone*; *tombstone*. Compare fil.



E 4 NEbx
A depiction of a person spread flat on the ground (compare 7)) — *spread open*; *cling/stick to*
(« cling/stick to the earth; compare JI€). The borrowed meaning *swirling design* is based on the

resemblance between . and the swirling patterns on an archer's elbow protectors (¢4 %) —
*whirlpool*; *vortex*.

E (7)) N
As per EL# (spread) + ifi grass/plant — plant with large, spreading leaves. The compound £ £
refers to Musa basjoo (*banana/plantain® plant).

(8
As per E2# (spread) + K tree/wood — tree spread through with voluminous fruit. The compound
REAE refers to the loquat. *Rake* is a borrowed meaning.

& (8)
As per E2# (spread) + JI\ claw/hand — *crawl*/*creep*/*climb* over a surface. Also, via
reinterpretation of the elements of this character, *scratch*.

W) &
As per Fi# (spread) + /] wrap — lie on one's stomach (as though wrapping the earth with one's
belly) — *crawl*. Compare [*.

" (10) 7R
As per Fi# (spread) + 1 mouth — mouth spread over a breast in suckling — (of food or a breast)
*take into/hold in the mouth*.

(10) 7

As per Fi# (spread) + [ ] circular enclosure — enclosed garden/fields spread through with plants
and/or trees — *garden*.

W(13) 75
As per Bi# as described in 18 (spread) + 7K water — spreading liquid (compare [][ak described in
JK) — *spread wide*; *widespread*; *wide*.

B (17) B; 00
As per FE# (spread) + A flesh — the spreading flesh of the *arm*. *Elbow* is a borrowed
meaning.

o1 ke
HL# low + 2 woman — (lowly) *female servant*. Compare {%..

fo(12) ®

As per H.# (spread low) + P flesh — *spleen* (« internal organ associated with the flat/low
earth).

R (12) A



As per B.# (spread low) + Fi (thin and flat piece of wood) — low-lying *signboard* — *tablet*;
(playing) *cards*.

M (13) B; L0 LN (D)

As per H#.# (low) +J illness — disease that stunts growth. However, 8 became confused with J,
which is as per 55 (pass an object from hand to hand until it reaches the ultimate recipient —
stretch) + 7 illness — *numbness* that stretches over the body — *paralysis*.

R (13) ~A
B low + H eye — *glare* down upon — *stare*.

Mo(13) k&
A variant form of ffi (supplement): — *supplement*; *assist*; *help*.

o8 &

HL# low + ‘H bone — *femur* (i.e., major bone in the lower part of the body) — *thigh*.

Ho(14) 7
As per Hi# as described in {# (spread) + K tree/wood — *unprocessed log/lumber* (spread over a
flat surface for cutting).

W (13) 7,78 00380 F
As per {Ri# (spreading waterside) + Jfi grass/plant — *cattail*/*bulrush* (growing at waterside).

% (®) 780
As per &C# (hand spread over an ax handle) + JT- ax — *ax*; *hatchet* — *chop*. 7 was devised
to replace X after % came to mean "father."

% (10) 7;0FE
As per %C# (spread) + an abbreviated form of 4 metal — *iron pot*; *kettle* («— cooking
implements made of spread metal) — *cooking pan*.

#H (14) A7 LER
H# (spread) + W grass/plant — screen/shade or *latticed shutters* (spread over a door/window).
Compare ¥A.

w®moay 7
As per B# (bulging mound) + = earth — *round hillock*, particularly one used as a *pier* or
*wharf*.

BE (19) BB 0%
BL# low + 5 bird — (variety of) *bulbul* that creates its nests in bushes or the lower portions of
trees.

f (10) ~
As per E2# (spread) + 17 bamboo — (spreading,) thorny *bamboo*; (thorny) *bamboo fence*.



H(10)
As per EL# (spread) + & plow — *harrow* (drawn by a beast of burden, that spreads over a field).

B (20) b;&E(9);728(25)

As per kE# (spread) + = words — figurative spread of words in offering an example, or in
illustrating (a point) — *example/illustration™.

i (16) 5;7;<(9);<6(9)
As per Fi# (spread) + & food/eating — *eat* a *late afternoon meal* (compare English "lay out a
spread"). Compare 5.

A (5) ByBBEW)
As per ~# (bulge) + a horizontal line — *great*; *large* («— bulging). £~ was devised to recreate

the original sense of 4~ after A~ acquired its borrowed meanings, and the horizontal line functions
simply to create a separate character.

H @8 »
H# white + :[» heart/emotions — *be afraid* («— go pale with fear; compare {fii) — *worry*; *be
apprehensive*.

i (18) AU ()
As per BE# (spread over) + F* hand/action indicator — cause to spread over — *spread (in
display)* — *push open* (to right and left); *shake/swing* (back and forth).

#O(13)
E# (spread) + # leather — leather spread for use in the form of a *target™ or a *bridle*.

Wi (25) ;o0
As per #/%A# (spread) + K tree/wood — wooden *handle* spread over a blade (compare 7).

HO(11) BynAg; OO0 E
As per H.# (spread low) + 1- earth — low earthen wall/*parapet* — *low wall*. Compare [%.
*Increase™ is a borrowed meaning via 14,

#O(11) b
As per B.# (spread low) + §iff grass/plant — *straw raincoat™® that spread/hangs low over the body
(compare ). (One of several types of) *perennial plant* is a borrowed meaning.

B (11) &
As per B.# (spread low) + - piled earth — low *wall*/*parapet™* set atop a castle wall. Compare
s,

BL(17) ~ A B3R
Hi# low + # leather — leather *sheath*, worn low. *Drum* carried on horseback is a borrowed
meaning via &,



%5 (21) A BB EHOSh

B4 low + 5% drum — *drum* hanging low from the horse on which it is carried.

i (1) 7

As per Afi# (spread) + A person (— human agency) — *spread*; *announce*; *publicize*.

wo(17) 7
As per Fi# (spread) + & tripod cooking vessel — *large cooking pot*.

(1) A O<CH
As per fi# (spread) + H sun/day — *late afternoon* sunlight spreading over the earth (compare ¥
and 7).

i (12) K;7
As per fi# (spread) +J illness — *illness* spreading over the body — *fatigue* caused by
illness.

i (14) 7&
As per fi# (spread) + P4 alcohol container — food and drink spread for a feast — *drinking
party/feast® (originally, one imperially sanctioned).

W OA18) &7
B # combines Ffi (spread) + Il dish/plate/bowl — boiled grain spread through a container (used in

ceremonial offerings). ¥ adds 77 bamboo — *bamboo container for ceremonial offerings of
grain®.

B (10) ;A5 LIy (D) ;L (E0)
As per H.# (low) + A person — a (lowly) servant (compare #%). *Cause* (to happen) («+— give
orders to a servant) and *submit/obey* («— servant bending in acquiescence, then following orders)

are extended senses. *Stare* is a meaning appertaining to the compound %15

il (9)
As per EL# (spread) + I white — spreading white object(s) — *spread*.

AE (12) 2037
At# spread + W grass/plant — spreading/blossoming (corolla of) flowers — *flower*; *petal*;
*flowery*.

fit (12) 7;22L 3 (K);2(K) ;80
As per Hi# as described in 1# (spread) + A person — large group attending on/accompanying an
important person — *attend upon*; *accompany* — *tutor®; *minder*.

B (17) 7;36<(%)
As per Fi# as described in 1# (spread) + H commodities — a spread of commodities, particularly,
*mourning gifts*.

I (9) 7~



As per EL# (spread) + 7 illness — *scar* spread over the skin. Compare .

#H 24
As per #i/#i# (spread) + I earth — spreading *embankment* (compare £}j and /) — *dam*.

H (5) n~7;Lo;Ls(T) ;LA LAY

A depiction of an acorn, a large number of which would be scattered over the ground. The meaning
*white* is by association with the color of acorn meat. For "large number," compare F.

M\ Q) N7 L (FEL %)
As per F1# (scatter) + 7K water — tethered rafts/boats scattered over the surface of water (compare
#if) — *be anchored*; *wharf*; *lodge*; *overnight stay*; *shoal*; *shallow lake*; *shallows*.

B8 NI HEGD)

As per F1# (scatter) + = movement — *apply pressure* in approaching enemies, causing them to
scatter — *approach*/*draw near™* in pressuring — *be imminent*; *urge*; *press* (a person to do
something).

{[:E] (8) N
As per F1# (scatter) + 5+ hand/action indicator — cause the hands to join then scatter in clapping
— *clap* — *beat time*.

a1y ~z
As per F1# (scatter) + Jil boat — boats scattered over the surface of a body of water (compare 7H)
— *boat™.

" (6) BEx”r

— (— anumber) + F# (large number of acorns) — *one hundred* (i.e., a large number).

i (12) ~7 ;N7
Fi# combines 7§ (spread) + = hand/action indicator — spread in announcing/proclaiming. & adds

-+ (gather) — a collection of numerous objects, spread over a surface — *broad*; *expansive*;
*extensive®™ — *gambling* («— spread out objects being gambled) — *hit the mark*.

s (16) N7 LIE(D)
As per Hi# as described in 1% (spread) + 54 thread — spread an object and bind it with thread/rope
— *bind*; *tie*; *restrain*. Compare .

#(16) N739F (VD% B LD)
As per {Hi# (spread) + Jif grass/plant — vegetation spread *thin* in shallow waters — *weak*;
*light*; *pale*; *dim*; *shallow* — *dilute*; *fade* («— weaken).

BE (16) ~F ;7
As per kE# (spread) + 1- earth — spreading, earthen *wall*.

e (18) ~F;<H
As per FE# (spread) + 7 illness — a (bodily) swelling — *peculiarity* (« peculiar condition) —



*(bad) habit*; *tendency* — *curl/kink* (in the hair).

B8 7
F# white + If] cloth — white silk cloth — *white cloth*; *silk*; *silk goods*.

B @ 7
F# white + X dog/beast — whitish, *wolf-like beast™ — (pair of whitish, stone) *guardian lion-
dogs™* placed at shrine entrances.

Q) ~7 Lo
H# white + K tree/wood — tree with whitish leaves, or which are coated with a white, waxy
substance — cedar; *oak*.

m 9 7
H# white + & jewel — whitish yellow jewel. The compound JZ¥1 refers to *amber*.

K A

F# white + >K rice — whitish *lees*, a by-product of rice alcohol — *dregs*; *scum*.

FE (13) B; %
The element at left combines /= body + [_] circular enclosure — place for punishing criminals by

severing body parts and spreading them about — *punish*. f adds =% needle/cutting tool for
emphasis/clarification. *Law* is by association (« legally sanctioned penalty) — *rule (over)*;
*ruler/lord*. *Avoid* and *open (up)* are borrowed meanings. The idea of severing body parts in

e B

punishment is a common theme among the Han/Chinese characters: Compare | 5 fig U= 55 Bt £

7 HX and % among others. The phonetic evidence suggests that /= is a replacement for [ (person
spread flat on the ground).

i (15) ~F; 008 (1)

As per F¥# (punish) + A person — *remote* place for punishing criminals — *rural*;
*inaccessible*; *secluded*; *out of the ordinary*. *Biased* is a borrowed meaning via Ji. Here, {
/ )\ has no semantic function, serving simply to create a separate character conveying meanings that
dropped from F.

BE (15) ~F;oAE (K)
As per k¥# (spread severed body parts) + JJ sword/knife — *slash*/*cleave* — *rip*; *tear™;
*break™ — *ear-splitting sound*.

BE (18) ~F
As per FE# (spread) + & jewel — spreading, *disk-shaped precious stone* (with a hole in the
middle).

BE (19) ~F ;02
As per k¥# (spread) + 4< clothing — spreading *pleats* — *crease*; *folds*.

BE (20) ~F;0E0;0E (D)
As per k¥# (spread) + J& leg/foot — spread one's weakened legs for balance in order to *shuffle



(along)* — a *cripple®.

M (21) Exr;~F
As per k¥# (spread) + FH gate — *spread* (open) a gate — *open*; *open out/up*.

g (21) ~*
As per FE# (spread) + [N rain/natural phenomena — *thunder* spreading over the sky.

W (15) ~T ;3757 7=F0L
1# white + 5 ghost; demon — whitish, ghostly *spirit* — *soul*.

B 4) 7
As per JA# (spread over) + 7T bamboo — thin layer of *gilt* spread over bamboo — *gilding* —
(gilded) *bamboo screen* (compare #F).

H (14) ~F ;0% #ED
As per FH# (whitish yellow jewel) + 1 stone — (yellow or brown variety of) *jasper*. Also,
*blue* (« blue sapphire < yellow sapphire < yellow variety of jasper) — *green*.

Ho(13) ~r

As per Fi# as described in ¥ (spread) + F hand/action indicator — spread the hand in
slapping/striking — *slap*; *strike*. Also, *grasp* and *seize* (spread the hand over an object in
taking possession of it).

i (14) ~7
As per Bi# as described in 18 (spread) + A flesh — arm (< part of the body that spreads in
various directions) — *upper arm* — *shoulder*.

BE (17) 7, ~F

As per k¥## (spread) +  hand/action indicator — tear/rip an an object open/apart, spreading its
contents — *rip/tear open*. Also, *stretch a bowstring*. *Thumb* is via reinterpretation of the
elements of the character as "the digit of the hand spread away from the other digits."

B (17) 7 &3

As per F## (spread) + AN tree/wood — *Amur cork tree* with expansive branches.

o (18) ~F ;bbb

As per k¥# (spread) + EL tile/earthenware — *tiles* (spread over a roof/floor); *floor tiles*.

6 (8) "7;ex7 ;%2

F# one hundred + A person — *leader of a hundred-man group* (compare 1T); *one hundred*.

fE (9) 737 ex”
As per F# (spread) + B piled earth — spreading *footpath* (compare/contrast [f), originally a
raised path running through a rice field — *road running through a village/town*. *One hundred* is

a borrowed meaning via 5.



w21 N7
As per J## (spread thin) + 47 stone — stone(s) extending over the ground in covering (compare %)
— *extend* (over); *cover*.

e (16) ~%
Effectively a variant form of £ (tear/rip an object apart/open, spreading its contents) — *split*;
*rend* — *beat the breast* («— rend one's garments).

BE (16) ~F ey
As per k¥# (spread) + 7K water — spread in (liquid) *bleach*.

77 (&) AU
A depiction of rafts/boats moored side by side — *side*; *line up* — *direction* («— spread in all
directions «— spread right and left) — *compare* («— side); *skill*; *method* (« direction);

*square* (< spread in equal amounts). *Person* is via locational usage as seen in F%.

g (7)) AU
As per J7# (spread) + 1 earth — earth spread to create an embankment (compare ). Originally

the same as [/7, but £}j eventually was applied to the idea of streets divided into squares — *town*
— *residences* (of princes, priests, artisans etc.) — *priest* — *young boy* («— acolyte).

(1) AU A (L)
As per J7# (spread) + #fi grass/plant — the spreading *fragrance* of plants (compare %+ and 3%) —
*honorific prefix*.

i (8) A7 (F-2-1D) ;15 (D)
As per Ji# (spread) + AL (strike) — strike an object, causing pieces to spread/*scatter* in all
directions — *release*; *set free* — *reach*; *fire* (a gun); *expel*; *leave up to*.

il (10) &7;76(9)
J## scatter + A person (— human agency) — *imitate* or *follow* others in scattering. Compare

13.

#(10) R ote (<)
As per J7# (spread) + 5% thread — spread threads in spinning — *spin*.

(1) AT BET (D) ;727 (13%)
As per J7# (spread) + = words — spread out in calling upon or making inquiries (compare ) —
*visit*; *search for* — *come*.

5 (12) Ao nizb (5)

As per Z5# (both sides of the body) + A person — both sides of a person — *side* — *besides*.

N (5) ~A
A depiction of the legs of a table along with human legs spread from right to left. *Third in a series*
and *third calendar sign* are borrowed meanings.



W (9) ~A 2050
As per FN# (spread) + K tree/wood — spreading (= long) wooden *handle* — *shaft*; *grip*.
*Design*, *pattern®, *figure*, (person's) *build* and *character* are borrowed meanings.

T (10) Eav;R0FEn; 0 (Te)
As per N# (spread) + 7 illness — spreading *illness/disease* — *suffering*; *worry*; *distress*;
*bad habit*.

W (10) ~A ;72 () ;725 (N 55+ N%)  Shinjitai I (8)
7. standing figure (doubled) — *line up*; *arrange*; *be in a row* — *rank with* — *likewise*;
*and also* — *equal*; *ordinary*; *average*; *medium* (« line up).

1 (16) A7 5(bT-Dd)
As per 2# (surge/swell) + A flesh — swelling flesh — *swell*; *bulge*; *bloat*; *fill*. Compare

.

e (7)) ~Aeav
The relevant seal inscription form is JT# ax + J1- pair of hands — spread the hands over the long
handle of an ax-like weapon (compare %) — (armed) *soldier* — *army*; *weapon*.

Ko(5) vav; ZBY; O

The relevant seal inscription form shows cracks spreading over the ice of a river frozen in winter —
*jce* — *be frozen*; *freezing cold*. In dual-element characters such as # fl and i, K appears
in the form 7.

A (11) A7 <3 (- 41D)
As per Hi# (spread in alignment) + |LI mountain — dirt spreading in alignment as a hill/mound

collapses (compare £, [ and ftl) — *collapse*; *crumble*; *fall apart*; *break*; *destruction*;
*demolition* — *decline®; *worsen*; *rout* (an enemy position).

o (12) Al

As per HA# (spread in alignment) + K tree/wood — boards spread in alignment to create a structure
(compare the meanings "shed" and "shack" in Chinese) or household object — *shelf*; *rack™*;
*trellis™.

T (5) BTN (B) ;OB U (210Y)
A depiction of a water weed spread flat upon the surface of water — *level*; *flat* — *fair*;
*calm*; *usual* — *common*; *ordinary*.

BE (8) ~A;2IF
As per “J+# (spread level/flat) + 1 earth — level ground — *tsubo* (a unit of measurement,
slightly more than 3.3 square meters).

3 (12) kav

As per “J+# (spread level/flat) + 5 words — leveling words — *commentary*; *criticism*.

O ) ~1 ;b (H5)



JF# align + A person (— human agency) — align to *unite*/*join*/*combine*/*put together*.

fi (13) B> Shinjitai L (11)
Ff# align + EL tile/earthenware — align earthenware on the ground (to dry) — *pair of earthenware
well buckets* — *pot*; *bottle*; *glossy container™.

[ () &Y

A depiction of a large *enclosure®* — *shape indicator®. Conceptually, the character suggests the
idea of spreading within a large enclosure. Distinguish [ - from [_.

£ (8) vav; b= (d)

A variant form of #§ *lean on/depend on*, with {T: substituted for the /% element.

(1) Ry
=# smooth passage (— smooth) + ‘K fire — food made smooth by cooking over a fire — *boil*;
*stew™; *cook*.

#H (12) &
As per ## (conical object) + Il cloth — long cords of (white) cloth supporting the side of conical
sandals — *help*; *assistance™.

B (8)

A depiction of a long string of shells threaded together and spread in alignment (compare &, also
seashells pierced and strung together). *Friend* and *companion* are extended meanings («—
figurative string of friends/companions).

W (13) AU
As per fI# (spread in alignment) + 3 stone — alignment of stones/ore. The compound 3% refers
to boron.

W17 A
As per fii# (spread in alignment) + 5% thread — threads wound tightly about an object — *wind
tightly about*; *wrap*; *strap*; *bind*. Compare #&.

(1) A
As per J7# (spread right and left, or in all directions) + ¥ movement — *wander* (compare 7%

and FJF) — *irresolute* («— unsettled state of mind «— unsettled). *Resemble* is a borrowed
meaning.

i (10) &Y
As per J7# (rafts/boats moored side by side) + fit boat — *boats moored to each other* — *boat*.
fiti was devised to replace J7 after 7 acquired its numerous associated and extended meanings.

5 (10) R AT T2tz ;<0
The relevant seal inscription form is as per J5# (spread) + an element combining two horizontal

lines and J\ split right and left — both *sides* of the body — *by the side of*; *nearby* —
*incidentally*. Also, *spread™® (*all over*) and *element positioned on the right side of a



Han/Chinese character®.

B (13) RU;HRY
As per 55# (spread to/be on both sides) + 7K water — water flowing in torrents around both sides of
an object — *voluminous/torrential flow*.

% (14) R
As per Z5# (spread to/be on both sides) + K tree/wood — placard/*nameplate* with writing on
both sides — *display*. *Strike* (with a *whip*) is a borrowed meaning.

BB (14) R
As per 55# (spread to/be on both sides) + ] flesh — the *shoulder blades* (one on each side of the
body) — *upper arm*. *The sides of the body* is via a Japanese reinterpretation of the elements.

&% (17) AU EL(D)
As per Z5# (both sides — from multiple angles) + = words — *criticize* a person thoroughly —
*censure*; *revile*; *slander™.

i (12) ~v
As per Ti# as described in & (drum set on a stand) + Z pattern — *beat* a drum in a rhythmic
pattern (compare #%). *Swell* is a borrowed meaning via /.

% (15) &v
As per iZ# (thythmic pattern) + 7K water — (the sound of) *surging/rushing water*.

Bt (9) ~A;Eav
Ff# align + J7' (here a shape indicator suggesting a screening object) — align screening objects —
*screen*; *shield*; *fence*; *wall*.

#Ho(12) A7 IFEIXL (D)
JF# align + & movement — *split* an object, causing pieces to align — *split open*; *scatter* —
*spurt®; *gush out®. Also, by further extension, *flee*.

B (14) eav;~1;bb
F# align + & food/eating — align food, in particular rice cakes — (glutinous) *rice cake*. ff is
the older style of this character.

# (13) R7;HY
As per Z5# (spread to/be on both sides) + Wi grass/plant — an edible plant, identity uncertain. The
compound “f*3% refers to burdock (root).

B (13) KRy
As per 55# (spread to/be on both sides) + ¥ movement — be flanked (by retainers) in a procession
— *side*; *accompany*; *wander* («— wandering procession). Also, *irresolute® («— unsettled

state of mind «— unsettled; compare 1/7). For wander, also compare 7.

B (13) &wv



As per Z5# (spread to/be on both sides) + T hand/action indicator — *pole*/row a boat, switching
back and forth between each side — *beat™ («— beat a pole into a river bottom).

5 (14) R ;HRY
As per Z5# (spread to/be on both sides) + J1~ thin and flat piece — *tablet* serving as a *public
notice*, inscribed on both sides.

B (15) A AUk
As per Z5# (spread to/be on both sides) + 1 stone — stone used to balance a scale — *weigh*.
*Pound* (the weight and currency) is a borrowed meaning.

% (12) vav;7v

As per JK# (spread over water) + f§ horse — horse galloping through shallow waters — *gallop*.
Also, *ford* (a river/stream). *Rely on* is a borrowed meaning. In Chinese, % acquired the
borrowed meaning "by means of," which influences the derivative character #%.

% (14) vav;kay
As per {5# (by means of) + JL desk/table — stand with the assistance/by means of a piece of
furniture — *lean/depend on* — *proof* («— evidence on which one can rely).

B (16) Eav; oK)
Abbreviated form# of #5 lean on + .[» heart/emotions — *lean/depend on* (emotionally). *Proof*
is another meaning carried over from #5. Also, the borrowed meaning *haunt/possess*.

i (10) ~A ;Y

M4 is 7 as described in % (extend then bend) + H. Here, H replaces an obsolete element of
uncertain signification, leaving the original sense of £ unclear. (In Chinese, the present-day
meanings are "make one's feelings known" and "chivalrous knight." In Japanese, & is not used
independently.) However, the Old Chinese pronunciation suggests that 5 was connected with the
broad concept "spread extensively" (compare 5 N *J~ etc.) and more specifically with the idea of

visiting or calling upon someone (compare 7). #%+ adds % woman — pay a visit to obtain and
bring home a bride — *take a bride*. Also, *call* and *invite®.

15 (13) ~A
As per E+# as described in # (pay a visit) + E ear — pay a *visit* to learn of another person's
intentions — *invite* — *employ™* («— invite to take up a post). *Take a bride* is a borrowed

meaning, via .

B (12) F7 ;030
Ff# align + & thread — align tacking/basting stitches in sewing. *Splash-patterned*
(cloth/kimono) is a borrowed meaning.

M (1) ATseay
As per fIl# (spread in alignment) + = bow — bowstring aligned with its bow in being drawn back
completely — *tautly stretched bow* — *become/make full* (« tautly/fully stretched).

H(8) ~AiEEY



As per “F# (floating water weed) + Jl grass/plant — *floating weed*; *duckweed*. Compare 7.

*Mugwort* is a borrowed meaning. %~ was devised to replace *F- after *F- acquired its associated
and extended meanings.

7 (11) ~A;kar;H&LS
Z# floating weed + 7K water (for emphasis/clarification) — *floating weed*; *duckweed*.
Compare ##.

fif (16) Eav;~1; 0560
As per “F# (spread level/flat) + £ fish — *flatfish*; *flounder*.

o (9) ~ 10 (5h)
As per P# (spread) + ‘K fire — *clear and bright/shiny* (< firelight spreading in all directions).

F®) ~1;L(5)

K grain/rice + an abbreviated form# of 5% (tug on a long, thin object) — take crops firmly in hand
in tugging on them to harvest — *take/hold firmly in the hand* — *unit of volume* («— weight of
harvested crops). Also, *authority* («— take power in hand « take in hand).

15 (6) AV
As per J7# (spread right and left, or in all directions) + A person — person producing imitations
and causing them to spread by distributing them — *imitate*. *Wander* is a borrowed meaning via

ik

5 (8) AV ;HE (57 ;13 (D)
As per J7# (spread right and left, or in all directions) + H sun/day — sunlight spreading right and

left (i.e. all directions; compare &) at *daybreak® — *clear*. Also, *beginning* («— daybreak as
the beginning of a new day).

i (1) wT R HTH
As per HA# (spread in alignment) + 1 earth — (object created of) earth that is spread in alignment
— *cover with earth*; *bury*. Also, an *earthen dam*.

I (6) ~Aikav b (E5) ;786 (5 D)
The relevant seal inscription form shows Jf to be a variant of 1. line up/arrange — *align*;
*combine™®; *put together* — *in addition*; *also*.

M 3) Ry
A depiction of a large piece of cloth such as a full-spread sail that encompasses the wind —
*ordinary*; *common*; *general* («— cover things in general «<— cover a wide area; compare ).

W (6) ~oslE
As per JL# (a sail) + IfJ cloth — a *sail*. Il was devised to replace M. after M. acquired its
associated meanings.

i (15) v
An abbreviated form# of §fi bamboo frame + Hi vehicle — frame/mold for creating vehicle parts —



*model*; *exemplar®; *limit* (« framing).

mn (9) BEr LR
Square-shaped object (tripled) — high-quality *goods* spread throughout a protective container
(compare #fi and i) — *quality*; *counter for goods*; (person's) *character*; *grade*; *value*.

L (5 »»
As per the right-hand element# as described in J[! (spread although encompassed by a framing
object) + 7K water — *overflow*; *flood* — *spread (extensively/widely*). Compare /.

oA~
{L# overflow + 77 bamboo — *bamboo frame* designed to contain liquid and prevent it from
overflowing — *rule*; *law* («+— elements that contain/delimit human actions; compare %, 7&, £

and ).

N6 N~
As per JL# (spread and encompass) + 7K water — objects encompassed by the water in which they
*float* — *wide* («— wide expanse of water) — *universally*.

2 (11) ~r i, BEL(DD) B8E(T)
Abbreviated form of 72 cover + H commodities — hold down the price of commodities —
*devalue*; *depreciate* — *look down on*.

12 (1) N ART 9 (DS D)
A variant form of J/L float: *float*; *rise*; *cover*; *arise*. *Overturn* and *capsize* are
borrowed meanings.

?rj (8) Ny

{L# overflow + Y grass/plant — *thick grass*; name of a particular variety of *grass*. *Bee* may
owe to a symbiotic relation between a particular variety of grass and bees. *Rule* and *regulation™®
are borrowed meanings.

iz (9) ~ 0L
Abbreviated form# of 2 cover + 1 stone — *stone needle* used in acupuncture, and covered by
the skin after piercing — *pierce with a (stone) needle* — *admonish* («— painful treatment).

Z (9) ~v51E9 (D)
Abbreviated form# of 7Z cover + 7X hole — *place a coffin in a grave*.

Fo@) ~>inTe

Reverse image of j long, wooden sleeping pallet, both of which show a long piece of wood split
down the middle — *thin and flat piece*; *part* — *few*; *little*; *one* (of a pair/set); *one
side*.

[T (8)
As per # (thin sheet) + 1~ (long piece of wood split down the middle) — *wooden slat*.
Virtually the same as 4, except that i)t came to refer to woodblocks used in the printing process —



rinting) *block™®; *printing* — *edition*.
p g p g

B (8) /v 0z
As per [<# (thin sheet) + A tree/wood — wooden sheet/*board*. Compare hiX.

(5) v

The relevant seal inscription form combines /1 pair of hands with a type of headgear — cap or
crown spread over the head (compare 7). & now serves as a simplified form of distinct characters
with the element ## , which is % needle/cutting tool doubled — split, the divided objects
spreading but remaining in close proximity. *Discriminate* and *deal with* are via . *Speech*,
*fluency* and *dialect* are via ff. *Petal* and *valve* are via ¥, and *braid* is via H.

B (19) ~2;H72 () ;X Shinjitai i (5)
The lower part of % is J7 (spread) + < hole — separate holes that are in close proximity. The
addition of H (nose) specifies the apertures of a nose, the latter an object forming a border between

the two sides of a face. % is as per 43# (border) + & movement — move to a
*pborder*/*boundary* — *vicinity*; *end*; *edge* — *side* (of a polygon).

@ (11) ~> 72k (D)
As per J@# (spread, but remain in contact) + A person (— human agency) — *lean*; *incline* —
*partiality™®; *bias*. *Element at the left of a Han/Chinese character* is a borrowed meaning, via

.

m (12) ~»
As per J@# (spread, but remain in contact) + & movement — journey far, but remain in contact —
*widespread*. Also, *general* (compare JL).

W (15) ~> b (T9)
As per J@# (spread, but remain in contact) + >4 thread — weave a binding so that records spread
but remain connected — *compile*; *edit*; *combine*. Also, *knit*.

i (9) vk ®)
The right-hand element was originally an element of uncertain composition, but the Old Chinese
pronunciation of {# suggests that this element conveyed the concept "spread" (compare N, a

constituent element of 5). {8 adds A person (— human agency) — cause to spread — *pass
smoothly* — *excrement* (« offal that passes smoothly out of the body) — *easy*/*at ease* («—
pass smoothly/easily) — *convenient*; *expedient* («— make something easy). Also, *letter*,
*message™* and *news* (of/from) («— pass word from one place to another).

B (23) ~v (2D %)  Shinjitai & (9)
As per fit# as described in ## (tangled) + 4 (strike) — strike in an attempt to untangle a volatile

situation, that leads to *change* (compare £&) — *unusual*; *unusual/wondrous event*; *political
event®; *internal disturbance*.

7 (15) v~
The two elements at the top of the relevant bronzeware inscription form represent a character#
combining  roof/building + Z< pig/boar — throng of pigs inside a pigpen. & adds H



commodities — throng of gift-bearing guests, in close contact — (honored) *visitor*; *guest*.

¥ (17) v ;13F  Shinjitai # (10)
As per &# (contact) + 7K water — *shore/beach* (where land and water contact). % originally
represented another term, being as per & (spread over) + 7K water — creek.

B (7) b
#+# walk + H people — people marching in close formation, with no interval between them —
*occur repeatedly* («— various persons marching over a given spot).

K (1) Ny
A depiction of scattered seeds adhering to soil in a field — *scatter* — *separate*; *divide*.

2 (19) N k(%)

4 fence + F hand/action indicator — *climb/clamber up* a fence — *hang on to*.

BE (12) V355055
An abbreviated form# of BE (split into a group) + 3L (pattern) — *spotted/dappled/speckled* or
*mottled* patterns forming a group. Compare %% and %%.

Wo11) e
## forest + Z pattern — harmonious spread of trees in a forest — *harmony between appearance
and content* (compare %) — *splendid*.

AR (12) BV
JC# literature + E martial — harmonious combination of literary and martial talents — *harmony
between appearance and content* (compare #2) — *beautiful*.

ft (6) B 8807
As per £.# (double-pronged and aligned) + 4+ cow — the genitals of a cow (dual ovarian-tubed
organ of a double-pronged appearance) — *female* genitals.

HE (16)

As per ¥# as described in 5 (split) + JJ sword/knife — split an object cleanly in two, the spread
pieces remaining proximate — *distinguish*; *discern*; *discriminate* («— cut cleanly in two;
compare Ff and #X) — *deal with* (a complicated job by making distinctions).

T (19) ~v
As per ¥# as described in F* (split) + JI\ pendent, oval-shaped melon/gourd — *petal* resembling
a melon/gourd split into symmetrical halves — *seed* — *valve* («— resemblance of shape).

#E (20) v
As per F# as described in 7 (split) + 5% thread — *braid* (split) threads.

Q1)
As per ## as described in 7 (split) + 5 words — fluent, divisive *speech* — *fluency*;
*dialect™*.



R (9) ~v

Originally 5 # (thin sheet of wood) + ffft (bamboo slats) — thin, flat *nameplate* (compare %)
spread upon a gate — (votive) *tablet*; *flat*; *thin* — *1eft-hand element of a Han/Chinese
character* («— element by which a character may be identified < nameplate).

BO(15) ~v
As per J@# (spread, but remain in contact) + 17 bamboo — bound set of inscribed, bamboo strips
— *book*; *chapter®; *section*; *article*; *counter* for poems or articles.

M (15) ~~
As per J@# (spread, but remain in contact) + ] feather/wing — wings unfolded in flight (compare
W) — *flutter®; *waft*.

B (15) ~v
As per J@# (spread, but remain in contact) + H. insect (— creature) — *bat* («— creature that
unfolds its forelimbs like wings and takes flight). Compare .

BR (19) ~2 7= (3) ;72 £ ()
As per Ji# (spread, but remain in contact) + 5 horse — swing a leg over a horse in mounting it.
*Deceive*, *fool*, and *cheat* are borrowed meanings, via &f.

i (18) ~uteh

As per 15## (cause to spread) + % leather — wield a *whip* — *encourage* (< whip on).

g (17) e
As per &# (contact) + 2 woman — (Imperial) concubine or *court lady* (in both cases, in close
contact with their superior). Also, *wife* (in close contact with her consort). Compare 4t..

% (24) b
As per &# (contact) + £ hair — hair close to the temples — *side locks*; *sideburns*.

WA (19) B2

As per 48# (no interval) + [ mouth — lips tightly pursed into a *frown* — *scowl*. Compare %.

H(24) e L (D) s O O (D5)
As per #f# (no interval) + #. low — *knitted brows*, the ends bordering the top of the nose
(nearly) fusing — *frown*; *scowl*. Compare M.

¥ (19) B
As per #fi# (no interval) + 7K water — *approach* a body of water to the point there is no interval
between land and water — *draw near*; *be on the verge (of)* («— meeting point of two elements).

B (12) ~vnERh
As per [# (thin sheet) + 4 metal — metal *plate®; *sheet metal*.



B (17) v L (T5)
As per &# (contact) + F hand — lay hands on someone and *expel* him — *push out/away*;
*reject™.

B (18) BV 0B A
As per &# (contact) + & severed bone/death — *corpse laid to rest in a coffin prior to burial*; *lie
in state*.

fim (14) ~2 3 EEM)
As per J@# (spread, but remain in contact) + 4X clothing — *tight-fitting (undersized) garment* —
*narrow*. *Narrow-mindedness* is a borrowed meaning, via .

i (16) ~
As per J@# (spread, but remain in contact) + = words — stretch the truth without breaking it —
*glibness*; *verbal artifice™.

9 ~le (D)
As per {+# (split) + ] flesh — *sliced meat from a sacrificial offering* — *wide-open*. *Fat* is a
colloquial meaning unconnected to the etymology of this character.

# (19) BV
As per #f# (no interval) + i grass/plant — *floating weed* or semi-aquatic fern, resting directly
on the surface of water — *duckweed*. Compare 7.

i (17) B
54X combines Z< pig/boar + an abbreviated form of the top element of & (pigs spread tightly

throughout a pigpen) — swarm/throng of pigs. To 55# (swarm), [#f adds [LI mountain —
*mountainous region* (originally, one swarming with boars/wild pigs). The character also was
applied to a particular *Zhou Dynasty kingdom?*.

W (16) NNy
As per ¥# as described in F (split) + JJ power/energy — split/*partition* a work force into units
and *perform* a task — *manage*.

& (16) B AHUNK)

Z# guest + A person (— human agency) — *entertain guests*; *assist by leading/guiding*.

B (17) vr B
As per £# (contact) + K dog/beast — animal that adheres close to water while on land. The
compound J&EM# refers to a variety of otter.

i (24) BV HLE (D)

As per &# (contact) + ‘i bone — *kneecap* (in contact with the knee).

& (18) brHLE(D)
As per &# (contact) + ] flesh — *kneecap* (in contact with the knee). Effectively a variant form
of #8.



i (19) BV
As per £# (contact) + H eye — *frown* or *scowl* (creating wrinkles on the brow in close
contact). Compare Mfi and %,

W (12) ~vsdbFER(L)
As per J@# (spread, but remain in contact) + ¥ movement — journey far and wide, but without
severing contact — *widespread*; *general*. i is effectively a variant form of .

W o(12) ~v
As per J@# (spread, but remain in contact) + /[» heart/emotions — idea that spreads through the
heart/mind but remains within — *narrow-minded*. Compare #.

B (16) ~
As per J@# (spread, but remain in contact) + & leg/foot — *totter*; *stumble* (« feet dragging on
the ground). Compare 5.

@~y
A variant form of 7 (cap; crown): *cloth crown*. *Restless* and *unsettled* are borrowed

meanings; compare the phonetically close & (flutter) and & (bird flapping its wings — vigorous
exertion).

() o (0)
T# restless/unsettled + F hand/action indicator — *clap* (« restless motion) — *applaud*; *clap
a hand on*.

T (7) ~vsav
# restless/unsettled + /[» heart/emotions — heart restless with excitement — *delighted*.

& (20) BV
As per &# (contact) + 5% thread — densely packed threads — *dense*. Also, *disorderly* (<
disorderly alignment of thread).

() Ny Ty
As per F7# (spread) + T hand — spread (the hands/wings) — *spread wings*; *spread* (in driving
off/out). The compound 7 means to go all out, heedless of risk.

Z (4 AU;EF vy

The relevant seal inscription form is the reverse image of IE correct, suggesting a widespread lack
of something that is correct, or required — *scarcity*; *meager*; *limited*; *lacking*;
*exhausted™.

B (5) b;hnb

The relevant bronzeware inscription form combines a drooping pelt with the head still attached + X
hand/action indicator — spread open (open up) a pelt, then align it over one's body (compare K, g
as described in % and 3%, as well as &) — *skin*; *hide*; *leather* — (tree) *bark*; *rind*.



B (8) b
As per fZ# (align) + ¥ movement — align others at a distance from oneself — *over there*;
*that*; *that person* («<— person/object at a point opposite; compare f% and 77); *he*; *boyfriend*.

i (8) &
As per Z# (open up) + F hand/action indicator — *open up*. #% was devised to replace Z.

W (10) B;om (BT --hD)
As per FZ# (align) + 7 illness — align the legs and *bend* over on account of *fatigue* (compare
') — *get/be tired*.

# (10) &;295%0 (%)

As per SZ# (align) + 4X clothing — align clothing (or bedclothes/bedding) over the body —
*cover®; *be covered®* — *reach*; *suffer™; *incur* (« be figuratively covered by unpleasant
matters) — *passive auxiliary verb* («— be acted upon « suffer).

g (15) b

The lower element was originally 5. (flatten or lower). The addition of ™ net indicated the
spreading/lowering of a net over prey, ending a hunt. *Leave™* (off), *stop* and *end* are
associated meanings. In the present form, ¥ is replaced by #E (bear).

e @) B;<6(1%)

The relevant bronzeware inscription form shows two persons, one immediately behind the other,
suggesting "line up people" — *line up*; *objects of a similar kind* — *compare* («— compare
two objects by lining them up); *rate*. For the idea of lining up, see also ¥ and /5.

ft 7 e
te# compare + =F hand/action indicator — *critique*; *criticize* («— critique/criticize by
comparing).

B (10) ~A
£E# is Lt line up + 1= earth — neatly aligned earthen steps. [ adds & piled earth — *steps* (of

an imperial throne) — *imperial*. [ was devised to replace £ (a character not used independently
in Japanese).

B (10) BE;0N(D5)

T is as per &# (split) + 7~ altar/the supernatural — *mysterious*/*secret* ritual involving
actual/figurative and permanent splitting. F#, which substitutes /K grain/rice for 7, is a variant
form that has supplanted jii. The use of K may owe to connections with harvest rituals.

P (1) ~ AL (FD92);&(89 D)
A variant of [if] shut, replacing &4 with =¥ (cut off): *shut*; *close* — *conclude* (an event).
*Bolt* and *bar* are borrowed meanings, via the original sense of [ (lumber barring a gate).

£ ¢t

A depiction of a spoon-like eating implement with double, aligned prongs — *spoon* — *dagger*.



Note that many publications offer as the standard form of t. the way it appears, for example, in 4k,
eliminating the leftward protrusion of the horizontal stroke.

|==]

5 (8) E

Depiction of an object bound by a cord + a variant of J1- pair of hands — pass an object from hand
to hand, to the end of the line — *give*; *bestow™.

JE (7) B;20F () ; OEL

te# line up + ) building — *eaves* lining a roof — *cover*; *protect*. Compare #f.

B8 BB
te# line up + K tree/wood — (clustered fruit of a) *loquat*.

N C) I =H =
te# line up + H (not field but rather fontanels, as described in /&) — fusing of fontanels in an

infant's skull — *connect®; *(ad)join*. Also, *help/assist™ («— join another and lend assistance «—
adjoin), as well as the *navel* («— spot marking the one-time connecting point between mother and

infant). Logically, the classifier for E2 should be H, but it is traditionally given as Ft.

B (16) ~1;~b
Variant form of E&# connect + 77 bamboo — bamboo comb (with fine teeth connected to the shaft).
*Arrow shaft* and *spatula* are borrowed meanings. Note a variant form, .

B (20) 537 A
As per ifli# as described in #/R (fill) + 7K water — fill to the point of overflowing — *overflow* —
*spread at length*.

o (7) ey
te# line up + % woman — *one's deceased mother*. The idea is that one's deceased mother forms
a pair with one's deceased father (a sense once attached to the character #%).

fit 9) B; A

tb# + 4. The original signification is obscure. it is used in the compound At *arsenic*.

ft (9) B;LW2
te# line up + °K grain/rice — *devoid of grain* («— husks neatly aligned but devoid from the outset
of grain) — *bad*. fit and Ht are effectively variant forms of each other.

Bt (10) ;L2
Eb# line up + K rice — *devoid of grain* (« husks neatly aligned but devoid from the outset of
grain) — *bad*. #t and flt are effectively variant forms of each other.

fto(10) &
te# line up + 5% thread — *to braid*; (decorative) *frill*. *Confusion* and *mistake* are
borrowed meanings.

B (17) &



A variant form# of F2 connect + % animal that ambles along the ground — beast (most likely a
leopard/panther) trained to leap on enemies — *fierce beast trained for use in battle*. Compare f.

it (10) E
te# line up + H insect — multi-segmented insect. The compound M7 refers to a large variety of
ant.

B (13) B;& (&)
As per X# (split) + 5 gate — split piece(s) of lumber barring a gate — *shut*. Also, (bring to an)
*end* and *keep hidden*.

#(19) b
As per 75# (spread/bulge) + & (a feast) — *large*/bulging spread of food (compare ffj)—
* *

plump*.

F* (12) &
As per FZ# (align) + & words — (purposely or unintentionally) align *inaccurate* words —
*biased*.

BE (16) NI~ A
As per FE# (spread) + W grass/plant — spreading *vine/creeper*. Also, a particular *medicinal
plant* (the /7 term).

i (14) b

As per fZ# (align) + # leather — leather, *equestrian harness* with aligned *reins*.

B (8) Y, (T 0D -x-<1F7%) Shinjitai & (7)

As per J(# (split away) + F hand/action indicator — split an object in plucking/pulling it upward
— *pluck/pull out*. Extended meanings include *come off*, *fall out*, *select*, *surpass*,
*remove™* (an obstacle), *escape®, *omit*, *leave out*, *go/do without*, *be missing*, *error* and
*see through to the very end*.

(15) ~A

As per fliit# (split) + 111 cloth — cloth split in half (and, in ancient times, used as *currency*).
*Shinto offering™ (strips of fabric or paper containing prayers, and which are hung on trees) is an
associated meaning.

Wi (15) ~A

As per fliit# (split) + J1- pair of hands (— action indicator) — split an object in half, devaluing it —
*evil* («— destruction «— rip apart) — *humble prefix* («— humility < render an object worthless
«— destroy).

Bl (7) X500 (FL-B)

45 as described in 5 (sever/separate) here a variant of % * severed bone + JJ sword/knife —
separate flesh from bone by cutting — *separate®; *other®; *divide*; *distinguish*; *different*;
*parting* — *farewell*.

W (5) B ;05735 (F)



The relevant bronzeware inscription form shows an object split in two by . stake or another stake-
like implement. *Sure*, *certain®, *by all means* and *not fail to* are all borrowed meanings.

W (8) BV
As per W# (split) + 7K water — liquid that splits in flowing in separate streams — *flow™* —
*secretion™.

o1y I
As per ‘&# (shut tight) + [LI mountain — mountain with dense vegetation, and tightly shut off from
human access — *density* — *minute*; *be hidden*.

G (4) B0

The relevant bronzeware inscription formis | ~ cliff/shape indicator (here suggesting a hanging
piece of cloth) + two parallel vertical lines# — two pieces of cloth set out to dry and hanging side
by side — *one* (of a pair) — *counter*® (for animals).

% (12) BV;57T
4 implement used to carve/draw characters + 77 bamboo — bamboo carved into a *writing
brush* — *writing implements*; *write*; *draw™; (literary/artistic) *work*.

8 (14) vk
As per 5# (endpoint) + H (nose) — the tip of the *nose*.

) (1) ~Y
A character devised from the diagonal stroke of & (split). Compare %_.

#(11) v
A depiction of a net spread over prey attempting to split away in escape, indicating the *end* of a
chase — *finish*; *complete*.

Bo(14) vY
As per Ht:# (split away) + ¥ grass/plant — split vegetation and create a *wicker fence* (compare
5) — *thorn* (« sharp protrusions on a wicker fence).

# (17) b
As per # (split away) + 17 bamboo — split bamboo and create *wicker* (compare %) —
*bamboo fence*; *bamboo screen*.

#E (18) &Y
As per H:# (split away) + & leg/foot (— action indicator) — *clear the way for an imperial/noble
procession* («— clear the way «— split a path).

e (7) &;~~
te# line up + ' buttocks — *fart* issuing from between the aligned buttocks. The Chinese term
may, however, be onomatopoeic, in the manner of the Japanese .

% (8) BV



& here an abbreviated form# of [ (shut tight) + = roof/building — *silence*/*quiet* pervading a
tightly shut building — *secret*.

= (14 v
As per # (shut tight) + H insect — sealed honeycomb containing *honey* — *nectar*; *sweet*.

i (12) ~A
fN# combines M1 cloth + J\ split right and left (doubled) — split cloth. i adds A& (strike) — strike
and split in half — *destroy* — *be in tatters/dilapidated*; *be exhausted*.

i (15) ~A
As per fliit# (split) + ¥ grass/plant — split vegetation (compare ) in which prey is covered/hidden
(to reveal it) — *cover®; *hide*.

g7
As per flilt# (split) + H eye — *cast a sideways glance (at)*.

B (18) ~A
As per fliit# (split) + £ die/death — split an enemy apart — *kill* (an enemy) — *die*.

B (25) ~; X T olF A
As per flilt# (split) + HE frog/amphibious creature — *soft-shelled turtle*, one easily split —
*snapping turtle®.

#l(10) AT SIEKT5) 131 05)
hll# separate; divide + F hand/action indicator — *divide* — *sell out*; *sell well*; *handle/deal
with* («— act as one who divides/distributes a particular product). *Eight* is a borrowed meaning.

i (7)) A
As per the right-hand element# of fifi (split right and left) + 7K water — *abundant* water splitting
off right and left — extensive *swamp/marsh*.

i (10) ~A
As per the right-hand element# of fiifi (split right and left) + the pennant/banner element described in
Jit — (swallow-tailed, multicolored) *flag/banner*.

ar (15) A
As per Jifi# (abundant water) + [ rain/natural phenomena — *torrential rain*.

H(12) A
As per Fi# (split away/apart) + 7K water — (the sound of) waves that crash on rocks and split apart
— *the sound of crashing waves*.

Po(8) vY
As per # (split) + W grass/plant — *fragrance/aroma* splitting away in being released by a plant
— *fragrant*. Compare 75 and 3.



ik (14) B>
W, here an abbreviated form# of s aroma + & food/eating — *aroma* of food.

B (20) &, 080T
As per H# (split away) + E: leather — tanned leather *kneepad* (split/separate from one's
clothing).

o (5) AU o0 ()
A depiction of a placenta/womb that envelops a fetus — *envelop™; *wrap*.

i (8) AT ;W) ;0 (%) ;72 (K)
‘e3# envelop + T+ hand/action indicator — envelop in the hands/arms — *embrace*; *hug*;
*hold*; *have®*; *carry*; *harbor* (ideas etc.) — *protect™; *brood*.

a (8) Av;bb
‘0J# envelop + 7K water — *bubble* (pocket of air enveloped by water; compare #) — *foam*;
*froth*.

f (9) AU
As per # (placenta) + A flesh (for emphasis/clarification) — *placenta* — (object enveloped by
a) *membrane™®; *sac*.

i (10) &7

‘03# envelop + i stone — stone enveloped in a catapult launcher — *cannon*; *gun*.

f (13) A7 0 &%)
‘03# envelop + & food/eating — plenteous food enveloped in the stomach — *become tired/weary
of* (eating) — *be satiated*; *be fed up with*; *become bored with*. Also, *do to a great degree*.

T (20) A7;7275  Shinjitai . (8)
This character was written with a combination of many different elements before £ was settled
upon as the standard form. Among these combinations, most of the forms featured both

roof/building and H commodities. The phonetic similarity to &= suggests that the original idea of

the character that came to be written £ was that of &, namely, a building stocked with abundant
possessions — *treasure® — *currency® — *cherish*.

" (9) &;7H ()
The relevant oracle bone form of this character combines —f# child + A person — child protected

by being wrapped in a cloth (compare the replacement character k) and carried on the back of an
adult — *protect®; *protection* — *preserve*; *maintain*; *retain*; *keep*. For the idea of

enveloping a child in protection, compare .

% (15) AU (H5)

As per {&# (cover) + 4< clothing — large/loose-fitting robe or other clothes that cover the body —
large. *Praise*, *commend* and *reward* are borrowed meanings. Compare and contrast fx,
which too is composed of & + 71X (the latter in the form ).



7 (10) 759 (W END 515 i <)
As per Z# (envelop/enclose) + 7K water — *float* (« floating body largely enveloped by water);

(rise to the) *surface* (compare i) — *life buoy*; *buoyant*; *unsubstantial*; *exceed*; *be
carried off*; *be delirious*; *be cheerful®; *occur to*; *save* (money).

HWw(12) A< (D)

As per [J#hs described in Il (spread over) + =& (handcuffs) — spread a restraining device over
part of a criminal's body in *retribution* for a crime — *retaliation®; *recompense®; *remunerate*
— *reward*. Also, *report* and *announce* («+— report/announce punitive measures taken).

= O(11) kav
Originally, an abbreviated form# of # (compress) + ‘X fire — fine/light particles that rise from an
object compressed by flames — *slip*; *ballot*; *vote* (« tiny pieces of paper or wood used as

tickets or for balloting). X was later replaced with 715 altar/the supernatural.

B (14) kav; 22k ()
As per ZE# (rise) + 7K water — object that rises to the surface of a body of water and floats —
*float*; *drift*; *waft*; *wander*.

= (15) kav
As per ZE# (rise) + A tree/wood — raised, wooden *sign* — *mark*.

& (15) R "7 513 (<K 1D)
The relevant bronzeware inscription form is H sun/day + an element combining the curled hide of

an animal with the bones still attached + J1* pair of hands — spread an animal hide and *expose* it
on the ground for drying in the sun — *reveal*. The meanings *violent*, *rough* and *sudden(ly)*
are either via association («— strip a hide) or are borrowings.

£ (8) tav; bbb (F-15);B8HT
The relevant seal inscription form combines 4X clothing with FE# hair/fur — spread a fur or an

animal skin over one's body (compare >K, W as described in {1 and fZ, as well as &) — *surface*;
*face*; *chart*; *express™*; *expression*; *outside*; *appearance®; *show*; *mark*;
*monument*; *sign*; *outdoors* («— outwardness). Also, *the top half of an inning*.

% (10) Bav;7=bb
As per Z<# (spread) + A person (— human agency) — spread/distribute the contents of a *sack*

— *counter for straw sacks* (< 72450, originally a container of woven straw in which to keep rice
or charcoal, i.e., goods stored for subsequent distribution).

) Q) ARy

An abbreviated form of £J envelop — *wrap*.

Bo8) 7;B)

A representation of bulging earth + | (gather) — bulging *mound*/*hill* — *piled earth*.
Confusingly, when used as an element in dual-element characters, . is written as [$ , the same
simplification as employed for & village/settlement. The difference is that & appears on the left
(examples: [, [R, or &) while (& appears on the right (examples: }, &F, or &T).



£ (10) bav

An abbreviated form# of 1= long + Z pattern (here suggesting hair) — *long hair*.

i (8) ;7D (D) 5135 (%)
The right-hand element# combines a variant form of Jt. (contracted hand) + /J power/energy —

contract the hand about an object preliminary to hurling it. #ill adds F hand/action indicator —
*throw/hurl* — *throw away*; *discard*.

R () AU AT BE (D)
An abbreviated form of & (protect a child). *Absent-minded*, *be dumbfounded*, *dull(-
minded*) and *stupid* are via the non-comprehending expression of an infant.

vl
& (8) b
A variant form of 5 (spread word of refusal), adding a stroke at top that later came to be

reinterpreted as indicating spittle — spread spittle — *spit*. F'/ is a reading attached to this latter
sense.

i (8) v
‘©# envelop + /' building — *kitchen* (located deep within a building compound).

B (8) Aok
‘©J# envelop + M grass/plant — husk used as wrapping material — *wrap*; *wrapper*. (Variety
of) *miscanthus* is a borrowed meaning.

o (10) &Y
‘©3# envelop + 7 illness — ailment in which a protrusion is enveloped by skin — (water) *blister*.
Compare Jfl.

i (10) &R
‘03# envelop + FZ skin/hide — *pimple* («<— protrusion enveloped by skin) — (water) *blister*.
Compare ¥

1 (10) R
‘tJ# envelop + 4< clothing — padded/lined garment that envelops the body — *padded clothes*;
*coat*.

$ (13) "D ;A7

‘3# envelop + 4 metal — (carpenter's) *plane* («— tool enveloping portions of lumber in planing).

1 (14) Bav; v niEa

‘©3# envelop + & leather — leather *bag* in which objects are wrapped — *suitcase*; *briefcase*.

fiti (15) A7 ;HPHW
‘©3# envelop + f& fish — *abalone* (< sea creature enveloped in a shell). Also, *fish pickled in
salt*.



5T 7
As per JT\# (pick/pluck) + - child — scoop up and envelop a child in protection (compare fx) —
*encase™; *nourish*. Also, *brood over eggs*. *Sincere* is a borrowed meaning.

7 ) 7
As per Z°# (envelop/enclose) + A person — envelop/surround captives — *captive*.

e (13) 7L
“¥* an abbreviated form# of V¥ float + Jit boat — *lighter*; *barge*.

B (13) 7
¥ an abbreviated form# of % float + 1 insect — floating insect/creature. The compound #51ff
refers to a mayfly, while {17 refers to a large variety of ant.

W 14y 702 (3 5)

As per Z7# (envelop/enclose) + YN egg — envelop an egg in incubating it — *incubate*; *hatch*.

Ho(13) eav
As per ZE# (light) + JJ sword/knife — lightly/deftly strip away with a bladed instrument —
*snatch*; *plunder®; *steal*. Also, — *threaten®.

= (17) kaw;ide7e
As per 25# (light) + >% thread (— fabric) — silk of a particular light hue — *light blue*.

m(17) kav; O
As per ZE# (light) + JI\ pendent, oval-shaped melon/gourd — dried *gourd* made into a
lightweight ladle. Compare #f.

5 (20) bar
As per ZE# (light) + J&| wind — *whirlwind* (strong enough to raise even heavy objects) —
*flutter™; *float™.

& (12) &K;HY

As per {&# (cover) + 1 earth — *fort* or *fortress* covering a large swath of earth.

B (12) A;hY

As per &# (cover) + Wi grass/plant — *dense growth* of vegetation — *conceal*.

HE (14) AR

As per &# (cover) + 4K clothing — cloth for carrying a baby on one's back — *infant's clothing™;
*diaper* (compare & and #i%). & was devised to replace f& after f& acquired its associated
meanings. Compare and contrast ¢, which too is composed of & + 4.

# (10) E=a7; 005
3 animal that ambles along the ground + ~J# (rise and become evident) — *leopard*/*panther*
leaping in attack. For the idea of a leaping animal, compare JE&.



= (13) bav

As per ZZ# (light) + A person — *light*, *airy* or *agile* person. Compare 2.

B (14) kvav
As per ZE# (light) + 2 woman — light, promiscuous woman — *promiscuity*.

2 (14) kav
As per Z2# (light) + /[» heart/emotions — (emotionally) *light* or *airy* — *agile*. Compare {%.

T
= (14) kav
As per ZE# (rise) + F hand/action indicator — raise the hand (then *strike*) — *cut/mow down*,

& (15) kav
As per Z5# (fine/light particles that rise from an object compressed by flames) + ‘X fire — *blaze*.
& was devised to replace 22 following the latter's transformation of meanings.

BE (21) kBaw
As per ZE# (rise) + J& horse — horse with spots rising from its skin — *spotted horse* (especially,
one predominantly white).

il (22) Bav; 5%
As per ZE# (rise) + 4 fish — *fish bladder* (allowing the fish to rise).

9) KY;H5 (D)

A,
‘0J# envelop + 'k fire — (wrap and) *roast*; *broil*; *bake*. Compare .

9 F;H5(%)
‘03# envelop + ‘K fire — (wrap in leaves/oil paper etc. and) *roast*; *roast whole*; *cook over a
low flame*. Compare 2. Also, *cannon* (« projectile wrapped in a barrel and fired off).

2 (9) 780035725
‘0# envelop + K tree/wood — *Quercus serrata* (variety of beech). The connection with
"envelop" is unclear. *Stick*(n.) is a borrowed meaning via 3.

2 (11) A, 02
‘@1# envelop + % (U-shaped) — *gourd* (compare F and %]l) — *container made from a gourd*;
*musical instrument made from a gourd*.

(16) A7 ;kay
‘3# envelop + € barley/grain — *ball of (sticky) rice*.

3 (10) 7;<5b
As per “F# (envelop/enclose) + (2 village/settlement — *enclosure* (about a city/castle); *city
wall*.



(1) 7,797,007 135
“¥* an abbreviated form# of V% float + A tree/wood — *ridgepole* (regarded as "floating" beneath
a roof). *Drumstick* is via shape association. (Small) *raft* is a borrowed meaning.

7 (11) vaw; 9z LIiZ
As per Z°# (envelop/enclose) + % severed bone/death — *corpse of a starved person* wrapped or
encased in a coffin for burial — *starve*.

¥ (11) kav;k=y
An abbreviated form# of 2 (carved pattern) + ¢ tiger — *tiger-stripe pattern®* — *pattern* —
*speckled*; *mottled™* («— type of pattern).

% (12) kav
JR# as described in Jik (dogs tangling in a fight) + K dog/beast — circling pack of dogs.
"Whirlwind" and "storm" are via the compound £\, which in turn generated the single character

gl 21) Baw;>feltE
As per Zi# (circle about) + JE| wind — *whirlwind*.

# (13) vav

As per ## (spread) + 4K clothing — spread/*mount* (a cloth hanging) on a wall. *Shawl* is via
reinterpretation of the constituent elements of the character as indicating a cloth spread over a
person's back.

2 (16) kav
As per ZE# (rise) + J illness — *pus*; *boil*; *carbuncle* (< growths that rise from the skin;
compare ¥ and ).

FE (15) kav;Eav;ky
Jt£ deer + an abbreviated form# of Z£ (rise) (using the original form with :X fire) — bounding (=
rising) *deer*. For the idea of a leaping animal, compare %7.

# (23) kav;<ob
As per JEE# (bounding/rising) + 4 metal — *horse's bit* (attached to reins, which when pulled back
on raise the horse's head).

= 77T
As per ~# (bulging/swollen bud) + ¥ grass/plant — *swollen bud*. The compound < &%, refers to
the plantain (compare £5££). X was devised to replace 7~ after 4~ acquired its borrowed meanings.

2= (10) 7
As per “# (envelop/enclose) + Jf grass/plant — plant membrane enveloped within the stalk —
*membrane of a reed* — *very thin*.

K (15 7;Fav; 5o (K); # (D)

As per JE# (split) + H head — *lower one's eyes* («— break off eye contact) — *hang one's head*.



= (13) 752 (05D)
Abbreviated form of £5# (pluck out selected objects) + 7< clothing — *collect™/*gather* selected
garments — *gather together*.

H(12) A;7E<
‘e3# envelop + /& leg/foot — paw/hoof etc. of a beast enveloped by dirt in scratching at the earth —
*run*/*flee* (« dirt kicked up by a fleeing animal).

5 (15) Av;eav; ;oL
‘03# envelop + £2 hair — *coiled bun/knot of hair* (in Japan, with particular reference to a hairstyle
worn by women).

= (19) Bav; 2LV
As per ZE# (rise) + 4 metal — *tip of a sheath*; *point of a scabbard* (rising from the end of an
object; compare ). Also, a *pointed weapon* used in throwing attacks.

fg (13) 77136

2 is an abbreviated form of & as described in Fl| (alcohol container with a bulging middle) + &
leg/foot pointed downward (— action indicator) — send back/return something received (in kind)

— double back. I is as per & # (double back) + P flesh — *stomach* of an obese person (i.e.
with an extra layer of fat doubled atop the abdominal muscles) — *abdomen*; *belly*.

B a2 77

As per & # as described in i (double back) + ¥ movement — double back along the same course
— *return®* — *repeat®; *once more*. Also, *report™ («— repeat that which has happened by
reporting it).

B (18) 77,88 0) ;<20 x (%)

As per 12# (double back) + i cover — boat that is blown back in a breeze and overturns,
becoming covered in water — *capsize*; *turn over®; *overturn*; *turn back*. Associated and
extended meanings include *overthrow*, *overrule* and *disprove*, as well as *cover* and
*spread over*.

# (14) 77
As per & # as described in i (double back) + 7< clothing — *double-layered article of clothing*
— (article of) *clothing*; *overlap*; *double*; *multiply*; *plural*.

& (19) 7

Z&# expose + K fire — *explosion* that exposes objects — *bomb*.

5 (14) ~7 37
X # cross/mix + 5 horse — *spotted/dappled* horse («— horse with a mixed pattern; compare ¢

and BE) — *mix*; *mixed* — *call a person to account® («— get mixed up in a dispute and try to
straighten it out).

E (13) ~7;019



‘03# envelop + i rain/natural phenomena — *hail* (< water enveloped by ice). Compare #%.

i
S\t

B 12 77
As per & # as described in i (double back) + :[» heart/emotions — figurative doubling back in
attitude — *defiance®; *stubborn*; *perverse*; *not conform with/to*.

& (18) 7
Z&# expose + /K water — *sudden downpour* that exposes objects. *Waterfall* is an associated
meaning.

F (11) K

Wi grass/plant + 5# (spread) — a plant with a widely spreading fragrance (compare 7% and ). ¥
eventually came to be used for transliterations of Sanskrit-language Buddhist terms such as
for bodhisattva (roughly, one who helps sentient beings attain Buddhahood).

M (15) 77 FeL
As per H # as described in i€ (double back) + H insect (here in its original sense of a pit viper) —
species of viper or other *venomous snake* (« creature that coils back on itself).

g 20) 776DV 5HS

As per & # as described in i€ (double back) + ff fish — *abalone* (« sea creature the shell of
which has spirals that double back upon themselves). In Japan, the proximity between the sounds ~7
7 and 5<" has caused the character to be applied to the fish known as *puffer* or *blowfish*.

% (8) nv
The relevant seal inscription form shows curls of peeled bamboo scattered right and left in being
pared — *carve* (wood). Distinguish # from 2.

¥ (14) Vaz; ALY Shinjitai % (14)
As per 5k# (pare/strip bamboo) + 5% thread — threads dyed the vivid color of bamboo freshly
stripped of its bark — *green* — *light green*.

# (16) ©7 Shinjitai &% (16)
As per Hk# (pare/strip) + 4% metal — pare away the outer layer of bronzeware in making
inscriptions — *inscribe*; *record*.

k¥ (6) A7

Variant form of ##: *simple*; *natural*; *plain*.

B 8) R =

As per &# (strike) + 4F* cow — strike cattle — *raise livestock™; *pasture*.

A (10) ;A7 ;94,1

H field + an element# combining AL (strike) and an obsolete character of uncertain identity. The
original intent seems to have been "strike (with a hoe or plow) in creating ridges or furrows" —
*ridge*; *furrow* — *unit of measurement*. Also, *rib* (in ribbed cloth). @A replaces 4 with /A.



K (4) RIT TR
The relevant bronzeware inscription form combines [ # (crack) + 3 hand/action indicator —
*strike* with a stick, causing to crack. In dual-element characters, & suggests either striking (FZ #%

il 8 2 75 etc.) or action in a general sense (B2 U #z K& %% B etc.).

b Q) 7R 7 557 ()
A depiction of cracks spreading over shells/bones burnt in a divination rite — *divination®;
*fortune-telling™.

b @) 7547
R here a variant form of Z£# as described in {# (servant falling prostrate) + A person (— human
agency) — *fall*; *lie prostrate*.

9 7
R here a variant form of Z%# as described in {% (servant falling prostrate) + & words — fall
prostrate to *deliver word of a death* — *obituary*.

#H(10) N7 X3 < 1T D) T (K 1TD)
As per 5k# (pare/strip) + JJ sword/knife — *pare*; *strip (off)*; *peel*; *come/peel off*; *shell*
(a nut). | was devised to replace % after the latter came to be associated specifically with carving.

ik (13) vz
As per Hk# (scatter right and left) + /X altar/the supernatural — blessings scattered on humans by

the gods — *happiness*; *prosperity* — *salary*. £k is a variant form that is sometimes
encountered.

% (13) »no

As per 5k# (scatter right and left) + 1 stone — *the sound of stones tumbling over each other* as
they scatter. Japanese has many borrowed meanings attached to the terms <7 and A<(Z; in
modern orthography % is not used in these cases.

th (5) A7;47:5(2)

Variant form of $: *strike*/*pound*.

¥ (11 Varz;mr
%% here an abbreviated form# of ik green + Y grass/plant — *green bamboo*; *Miscanthus
tinctorius®.

% (1) vr;Var
4 here an abbreviated form# of #% (pure) + 7K water — *pure water* («— pure water «— pure color
of pared bamboo) — *filter/strain* (in purifying water).

fk (15) Vaz;ur

%% here an abbreviated form# of ik green + P4 alcohol container — *green-colored liquor*.

% (22) vr
$%# records + 17 bamboo — *records/prophecies inscribed on bamboo tablets and other media*.



B (8) /5A5A
As per A# (strike) + E jewel — strike a gem in processing it. FXB refers to either a red gem or a
red-flowered sweetbrier (Rosa rubiginosa).

5 (5) 752 (& L 1F-1F%)

An abbreviated form# of 51 as described in f&f (set/stand in place) + A person (— human agency)
— set/stand in place or spread over by attaching — *attach*; *be attached*. Extended meanings
include *apply*, *per*, *hand something to*, *entrust*, *deposit*, *set*, *bill* and *credit*.

5 (8) 7
As per {1# (set in place) + ' building — *storehouse* with goods placed throughout —
*governmental office™; *capital®; *administrative division*.

B (14) 78 (B35 15)
As per Jfif# (storehouse) + F] flesh — stored meat that has spoiled — *spoil*; *rot*; *decompose*;
*decay*; *go bad*; *corrode*; *corrupt*.

b (8) 7

As per fi# (set in place) + B piled earth — compacted earth set firmly in place. This meaning
eventually dropped, and [ff now expresses the same meanings as {f: *attach*; *be attached*;
*apply™*; *per*; *hand something to*; *entrust*; *deposit*; *set*; *bill* and *credit*. In modern
Japanese usage, [ff is often replaced by £}

oan 7
As per f1# (set in place) + 1T bamboo — bamboo tablet/tally split in two to make a pledge, the

pieces of which, when set in place, *fit together exactly* — *tally*; *marker* — *paper charm*;
*code®.

9 7iBbie (<)
b + 7. However, | here likely functions as it does in 1} and FF, namely, as an abbreviated form#

of 2£ as described in % (servant). #k adds Z&= run — servant rushing to *attend* to his master —
*rush up toward*; *go/proceed to* (hurriedly); *approach*.

fift (16) 77 ;578
As per f1# (set in place) + £ fish — *(crucian) carp* (attached to a fishing line as bait).

i (10) 79258 (K)
As per Ji7# (set in place) + A person — assume a servile posture — *look/face down*; *bend
down* — *lie prostrate*.

W (12) 7
As per Ji# (set in place) + A flesh — *internal organs* set in their positions throughout the body
— *intestines*; *entrails*.

H8) 7
As per fi1# (set in place) + = earth — *quartz* naturally placed within a *mound*. *Attach* is a



borrowed meaning via fff. For "quartz," compare £& and fift.

@) 7;9(2);72(T2)
f1# attach + T hand/action indicator — attach the palm of one's hand to a person's cheek in
slapping it — *slap*; *strike*. *Handle of a container* is a borrowed meaning.

8 7
{3# attach + W grass/plant — *plant* similar to kudzu (« vine that attaches itself to trees, other
vegetation etc.).

i (10) 7

As per fi7# (set in place) 7~ altar/the supernatural — ritual ancestor worship involving figurines
representing the ancestral spirits — *worship one's ancestors*. Also, *entomb together* («— place
figurines and other artifacts in graves and tombs along with the body of the deceased).

B (15) 7;%x295%F
As per fi1# (set in place) & horse — *reserve horse* (placed alongside a vehicle) — *vehicle
drawn by a reserve horse*.

% (14) K7

The relevant oracle bone form of Z£# depicts a rough slave/servant spreading his arms in falling
prostrate. Distinguish £ from 3£ (stand with notched wooden supports on both ends) and note that
the present-day meaning of 2 (thicket) is borrowed from the graphically similar %%. A needle

(suggesting the blinding of slaves: compare B, [X, and &) hangs over the slave's head, and a tail is
appended to lay unqualified stress on the near-animal nature of a slave's lowly status.

adds A person for emphasis/clarification — *servant* (person of low birth and rough manners) —
humble reference to self — *I* («— casual masculine reference to self).

B 15 R
As per Z# as described in {# (rough) + F hand/action indicator — *strike* roughly.

M (15) R7
As per ¥# as described in % (rough) + 111 cloth — rough cloth of a *turban* — *kerchief*.

# (16) R
As per Z# as described in {# (rough) + K tree/wood — rough, *unprocessed lumber* —
*simple*; *natural®; *plain*.

BE (16) 7, oI
As per Z4# as described in { (rough) + & jewel — (as yet uncut or unpolished) *gem*. Compare
.

BE (19) K7, AT
As per ¥# as described in ¥ (rough) + /& leg/foot — *web* («— rough feet of a waterfowl).

7= (8) HU 7= TED (D)

The relevant bronzeware inscription form is &+ hand/action indicator + an element# combining J1



pair of hands and F* (cone-shaped, fruit-bearing ears of grain) — spread/extend the arms in
presenting an offering — *present®; *offer* — *serve*®; *honor*; *revere*; *obey*. Also,
*receive® (« receive by spreading/extending the arms).

B (10) &Y

As per Z&# (spread/extend in presenting or receiving): — receive a *salary*. In {4, A has no
semantic function, being used simply to create a derivative character conveying a nuance
("receive") that largely disappeared from Zs.

w (12) A
As per Z=# (spread/extend) + X tree/wood — extend a *club/stick/pole* straight out — *straight
line* — *by rote* (« perform in an unvarying manner).

B (18) AV;w7= (%) Shinjitai £ (13)
. food stand + an element# combining |1/ mountain and £ cone-shaped, fruit-bearing ears of
grain (doubled) — abundant grain piled high in a cone shape on a food stand — *abundance*;

*rich*. Distinguish this element from the right-hand element of /&, which is etymologically
unrelated.

(7)) FY
The relevant oracle bone form of this character is as per # (cone-shaped, fruit-bearing ears of

grain) + [ field. A bronzeware inscription form replaces FH with & village/settlement — platform
built upon a cone-shaped mound of earth that proclaims (to the gods) the ownership of a particular

area of land (compare ¥) — *country* — *Japan*.

e (10) A7 ;A4
As per 4&# (cone-shaped) + [l mountain — mountain the sides of which meet at the top in a cone
shape — *peak*.

E (16) BT ;82(9)

E# meet >R thread — *sew*, causing the raw material to meet (compare $%&).

i) 7viEy
I here an abbreviated form of {5 (set in place) + ==# (cone-shaped) — conical object set in place
— *mound*; *tomb*; *confine* — *fief* («— place where a lord declares his sovereignty over a

territory; compare #). *Seal* is a borrowed meaning.

e (19) Av;my
i§E# dragon + ' building — *voluminous* (« huge dragon filling a structure) — *huge and dimly
visible* — situation *in disarray*. For the idea of a dragon in a building, compare %E.

F @) FxU, 7,70

A depiction of fruit-bearing, cone-shaped ears of grain — *abundant/luxuriant vegetation®.

£ () 747
As per F# (cone-shaped) + & leg/foot pointed downward (— movement; direction) — two
individuals moving toward a meeting at the cone-shaped peak of a hill/mountain — *meet*.



% (10) A ;H ()

4+# meet + & movement (for emphasis/clarification) — *meet*.

% (13) A5
As per £# (cone-shaped) + H! insect — *bee* (« that lives communally in cone-shaped beehives)
— *hornet*; *wasp*.

$ (15) A IETaX
As per §# (cone-shaped) + 4 metal — sharp, cone-shaped *point* of a spear — (sharp) *tip*.

(1) Fr;ss5)
As per Z&# (spread/extend) + T+ hand/action indicator — *hold an object in both hands* and extend
it in a ritual offering — *offer*.

& (14) 780 kbE
¥&# meet + I grass/plant — plant with triangular-shaped ears or spikes that meet at the top.
*Mugwort* (X5 X: compare ¥, ¥, B%) is a borrowed meaning.

% (1) w7, DAL
As per 4&# (cone-shaped) + ‘K fire — *signal fire* emanating from a cone-shaped tower. In Japan,
the character also refers to *smoke signals*.

& (17) FUsLE
¥E# meet + 17 bamboo — weave rushes, causing the material to meet (compare ##) — rush-woven
*awning* (for vehicles or boats) — *small boat*.

I (10) ARy

As per F:# (cone-shaped) + H! insect/creature — cone-shaped, black-shelled *bivalve* — *clam*.

£ (12) &

As per E# (conical object) + # grass/plant — *turnip*; *root of a wild rice plant*.

~ @ 757
A depiction of a bulging, swollen bud (compare 4<). *Not* and *un-* are borrowed meanings
(compare 5 and 7).

T (7) B0 (R0) 50
As per ~# (refusal; negation) + 1 mouth — oral *refusal/negation/denial* — *no*; *bad*;
*otherwise®; *whether or not* — *as soon as*; *no sooner than* («— practically no time between

the occurrence of two events). In derivative characters such as /5 and &8, 77 conveys the concept
"bulge," a carryover influence of 1~.

M ®) N1

As per I # (bulge) + K tree/wood — bulging wooden bowl (for soup/drinks) — *goblet*;
*wineglass*; *sake cup™* — *counter* (for cupsful). Also, *trophy* («— valuable goblet etc. given
as a prize).



& (10) ™A

As per ?5# (spread) + A person (— human agency) — break an object in two (causing the pieces
to spread) — *break in two*; *double*; *more and more*; *increase*; *times* («— cut in two,
doubling the number).

#Ho10) A
As per t5# (spread) + JJ sword/knife — object that spreads in being split/divided in two — *split*
(in two); *divide*.

& (1) 150 500()
As per %# (spread) + I- earth — spread earth over the roots of a plant in cultivation —
*cultivate®; *raise™®; *grow™.

(1) A
As per 35# (spread) + - piled earth — spread earth over the roots of a plant in cultivation. [

originally conveyed the same meanings as £% (cultivate; raise; grow), but acquired the borrowed
meanings *accompany*; *attend* (upon); *serve*; *deputy*; *vice-*; and *sub-*.

weoany 7

As per 35# (spread) + (£ village/settlement — spread over *part* of a settlement — *section®;
*group*. Also, (via "a part"), *counter® (for books/papers) and *radical/classifier* for a
Han/Chinese character.

B (15) A

As per 35# (spread) + H commodities — spread money or payment in kind to provide full
*compensation* for the original value of a (lost/destroyed) object — *indemnity*. For the
correlation of the concept "spread" with the meaning "compensate," compare .

Y 9) A EED; 2T (KTD)

As per Jt# (back) + A flesh (to emphasize the physical aspect) — one's curved *back* —
*height*. Also, *contrariness*; *go back on* (one's word); *go against®; *disobey*; *go/turn
away™* and *avert* («— turn one's back on), as well as *carry on one's back™.

B9 7;80);£5M00T-15)

The crouching figure described in f& + H# commodities — stoop to *carry goods on one's back*
— *carry*; *bear* (a load) — *be burdened*; *be shouldered with* (responsibility); *owe*;
*sustain® (an injury); *turn one's back to/upon*; *go against* — *lose*; *be defeated*; *succumb*

(to); *flee* (« be defeated in battle, then turn to flee; compare ).

B (12) 7,778k (T)
As per &# as described in El (abundance) + ~ roof/building — building stocked with *abundant*
possessions — *wealthy*; *become wealthy*.

b (11) ~7
T # sweep + 2 woman — woman sweeping/doing housework (compare Z£) — *woman*; *wife*.

fii (12) ©5%72(25-5)



The relevant bronzeware inscription form of the right-hand element# is a depiction of arrows spread

through a quiver; compare fi. {ii adds A person (— human agency) — *equip/ready* a soldier —
*prepare™; *provide®; *possess*.

it (8) A1 (<)
The right-hand element# combines [fI cloth + an abbreviated form of J&\ (flutter) — fluttering cloth.

il adds A person (— human agency) — *put on*/*wear* a cloth (particularly, about the waist as a
belt or accessory) — *fix (to)*; *accessories*. *Be impressed™* is a borrowed meaning.

Ho(7) 75

The relevant oracle bone form of this character shows a seedling curving upward in spreading from
a field or seedbed — *broad/wide*; *great®. Also, *beginning* («— beginning of a plant's life cycle)
— *for the first time*. (*Suffix for male names*) is a borrowed meaning.

fi (1) &
As per #i# (spread) + K flesh — a lump of *dried meat*. Compare /5.

i (14) &
As per Fi# (spread) + H vehicle — a curved *splint* spread over and supporting the platform of a
wagon — *help*; *support*. *Cheekbone* is via a perceived similarity in shape with the splint.

B(14) ~1; 0%
HL# low + K grain/rice — a *barnyard grass*, shorter than rice plants and with smaller grains —
*small*.

w1 A
As per I~# (bulge) + 1= earth — bulging *earth* — *hill*. *Bowl* is via a reinterpretation of the
character as bulging earthenware.

W (8) A
As per /~# (bulge) + A flesh — *be pregnant™, the fetus creating a bulge — *embryo*.

w9 NASIHTE
As per A~ # (bulge) + Il dish/plate/bowl — bulging bowl — *cup*; *glass*. 1z is effectively a
variant form of #f-.

K (12) R85 ()
As per t5# (spread) + ‘K fire — spread meat to *roast* over a fire (compare i) — *dry/warm over
a fire*; *bake™*; *broil*; *grill*.

B (16) B EIZLVLWD
Abbreviated form# of fifi equip + >K rice — equip soldiers with dried cooked rice — *rice/food
carried by soldiers or travelers*; compare £, & and #f.

¥ (19) b
As per the right-hand element# as described in i (arrows spread through a quiver) + # leather —
leather quiver (compare i) — saddle (« different kind of leather product spread over a back, in



this case a horse's). *Bellows™* is a borrowed meaning.

i (15) 7;7;72(TD)
As per T&# (concealed) + F hand/action indicator — run the hand gently over a concealed object to
determine its nature (compare i) — *stroke*; *pat*; *smooth down* — *comfort*; *calm* (v.).

#1752 (F5) ;008 ()
As per /i# (spread) + & movement — *evade capture* (« spread out to avoid captors) — *skip
out on a debt* — *unpaid debt*.

il (19) 4,7
As per Fi# (spread) + #F needlework/embroidery — *ax-patterned, black and white embroidery*
— *embroidered ceremonial robe*. Compare fiifi.

(7)) B 9<KND)
As per ~# (bulge) + F hand/action indicator — scoop up a bulging portion — *scoop up in the
hands*; *to scoop*; *one scoopful*.

Bl (10) ™A BOVCE
As per the right-hand element# described in fiit. (cloth worn about the waist as a belt or accessory) +

I jewel — *jewel/jeweled ornament* (particularly, one attached to a cloth or belt worn about the
waist).

i o(12) &
As per 15# (spread/bulge) + ¥ illness — painful spreading or bulge within the body —
*pressure/pain on account of intestinal blockage®; *tightness in the chest*.

% (14) A

FE# (spread in alignment to right and left) + 4K clothing — *flow* off to both sides like an open
gown/robe. The meanings "amble" or "saunter" are sometimes noted for this character, but these
properly appertain to the compound FJE1ll.

B 1) wv
As per %# (spread) + F hand/action indicator — *beat* an object, causing it to split and the
contents to spread (compare 2£).

Ho(13) Ry 7
As per %# (spread — bulge) + EL tile/earthenware — small earthenware *pot/jar* with a bulging
middle.

Eh o (14) B; OVR
T&r# combines a variant form of % granary + a square suggesting a particular place — (tall) granary

in a specific place. @l adds & village/settlement — *rural district* in which granaries are sited —
*the country®* — *countrified*; *rustic* — *mean*; *base*.

Mt 9) 7

f1# attach + K tree/wood — *raft* (« vessel constructed by setting lumber in place). Also, *grip*



(of a bow/sword etc.) («— hand attached firmly to a weapon) and *calyx* (part of a flowering plant
to which sepals are attached).

#o(12) 7
As per fi7# (set in place) + /& leg/foot — *the instep* («— bone regarded as setting the foot in its
proper place).

b 5 w7;&=

The relevant oracle bone form of this character shows two figures, one with his back turned — turn
one's back to the enemy and flee (along a winding course) — *flee* — *north* (« flee to the
north; or, turn one's back to the cold north wind) — *go northward*.

gl (1) 77
The relevant oracle bone form of &# is a depiction of an alcohol container with a bulging middle

and of abundant capacity (compare ). fl| adds JJ sword/knife — cut/divide abundant contents
into half — *halve* — *assist* («— assist by cutting/dividing) — *complement*; *supplement*;
*accompany*; *duplicate*; *secondary*; *assistant®; *vice-*.

g (12) 7713

As per &# as described in Fl| (abundance) + IfI cloth — piece of *cloth* of abundant
*breadth*/*width* — *range™®; *fabric*; *apron*; *counter* (for scrolls); *edge* — *influence*
(«— wide-ranging influence).

f& (13) 77
As per @E# as described in El| (abundance) + 718 altar/the supernatural — abundant blessings from
the gods/heaven — *blessing*; *wealth*; (good) *fortune*.

R (6) 77;5(F-1E5)

K here an abbreviated form# of JK as described in Jik (pair of dogs) + A person — pair of dogs
lying curled at their master's feet — *bend/lie down*; *cover (up)*; *hide*; *obey™* («— all actions
commonly associated with dogs) — *bow™; *prostrate oneself*; *turn over*; *lower*; *cast
down*; *lay an ambush*.

ik (8) 77

The relevant oracle bone form of [ [féatures the same elements as }z, a hand + a person — spread
a hand over another person's back. A bronzeware inscription form adds /il boat — spread boards in
fashioning a boat. A seal inscription form replaces fi- with P flesh — *clothes* that spread

over/*cling* to the body — *submit*; *obey* («+— be closely attached to; compare fK) — *accede*
— *take (medicine) regularly* («— submit to/obey a doctor's prescription) — *counter* (for a dose
of medicine/a smoke). Also, *be engaged in* and *be accustomed to*. In the derivative characters

Rt and i, IR appears in slightly different forms.

& (18) 77
As per & # as described in if (double back) + & scent/fragrance — *fragrance* that drifts off and
then is blown back in a breeze — *fragrant*.

I® (19) 2

#&# expose + H sun/day — *expose* objects in the sun to dry. I was devised to replace % after



#& came to be most often associated with the meanings "violent" and "rough."

g a1y 77
As per [&# as described in Fl (abundance) + /] wrap — large number of fighters crawling
stealthily to surround an enemy (compare 1§ and i&) — *fall prostrate*; *crawl*.

i (13) &Y

As per E# as described in | (abundance) + & movement — large number of fighters
approaching/drawing near to surround an enemy — *approach*/*draw near* — *press upon* (in
drawing near) — *pursue*; *compel*. & and 1§ are effectively variant forms of each other.
Compare also ‘).

& (15) 77

As per &E# as described in El (abundance) + H! insect/creature — colony of bats — *bat*.

T (16) 77,5
As per E# as described in | (abundance) + . vehicle — abundant/numerous spokes radiating
from a hub — *spoke*. Compare ¥ and #%.

#koan 77
As per {R# (curl about) + 4K clothing — *wrapping cloth*.

it (14) 77;20%
As per fl# (spread over) + 77 bamboo — *quiver* spread over a person's back (compare fif).

A (12) b kar; 77

H# one hundred (doubled) — *two hundred*; *many*; *great* (number/amount of).

& (1) vvivar; 778 %£(%)

As per &E# as described in £l (abundance) + A person — large number of fighters
approaching/drawing near to surround an enemy — *approach*/*draw near* — *press upon* (in
drawing near) — *pursue*; *compel*. {& and ;& are effectively variant forms of each other.
Compare also ‘&).

B (15) A7 R 7728 (WD)
As per 35# (spread) + & leg/foot — *stumble* and *fall prone* (< body spread on the ground).
Compare .

wo(14) 77k
‘E)# crawl + yill grass/plant — plant with roots that crawl over the earth — large variety of *radish*.
%) and Ji} are effectively variant forms corresponding to the same term.

Wi (1) 77;%2
As per fIi# (spread over) + Y grass/plant — large variety of turnip or *radish* (« vegetable with

roots that spread/crawl over the earth). i and & are effectively variant forms corresponding to the
same term.



(7)) AU SFEAFD)
As per Ji# (spread right and left, or in all directions) + 2 woman — spread the arms to *obstruct*
(access to) a woman — *prevent*; *impede™ — *disturb®.

b5 (7)) R ;58 (K<)

As per Ji# (spread right and left, or in all directions) + & piled earth — earth spread and piled to
create a curved *embankment* — *defend*; *protect™; *prevent*.

B (8) AU;5s

As per Ji# (spread right and left, or in all directions) + /= door (— room) — the rooms of a
spreading (= expansive) residence — *room*; *house*. *Tassel*, *tuft*, *cluster*, *bunch* and
*section/segment™® (of fruit) are borrowed meanings.

i (8) A
As per J7# (spread right and left, or in all directions) + A flesh — spreading/protruding *flesh* —
*fat*; *grease*.

2 (14) Fv

As per Ji# (spread right and left, or in all directions) + £2 hair — long hair, parted in the middle —
*]ike*; *similar to* («— assemblage of like objects; compare 5). Also, *dim(ly)* (< barely
distinguishable assemblage of like objects).

N B) )
The relevant seal inscription form of the right-hand element# is a frame. Here, the Old Chinese
pronunciation suggest the particular sense "spread although encompassed by a framing object." [

adds K dog/beast — dog breaking out of its enclosure and running off — *violation* — *criminal
(act)*.

53 4) T T T b (0D i 1T D)

J\# split right and left + JJ sword/knife — split/*divide* an object, causing it to spread —
*branch/split offt*; *separate™®; *portion*; *share*; *minute*; *counter® (for portions of a whole);
*responsibility* (matching one's position) — *distinction*; *know*; *understand* («— know and
distinguish through division) — *turn out/prove to be*.

&9 R
57# portion + [l dish/plate/bowl — apportion food in a wide-mouthed basin/bowl (compare #%).
*Buddhist festival of the dead* is via a transliteration of the Sanskrit ullambana.

¥ (10) 72 FEE (BT bl BT D)
As per 77# (split) + 5% thread — confused jumble of threads that have been split — *confusion*;
*mixture*; *disorder* — *be distracted/diverted*; *ambiguous*; *misleading*; *conceal*.

B o(10) 7v2;07%
57# portion + 2K rice — tiny portions of rice crushed into *flour* or *powder* — *dust*; *facial
powder*; *white*.

2 (11) e =2 (V)



47# portion + H commodities — apportion one's possessions to the point of *poverty*.

(12) 7w
47# portion + [N rain/natural phenomena — dense mist/*fog*, understood as tiny portions of
precipitation.

MO(13) N
73# portion + H people — apportion (goods/information) to a crowd — *divide*; *distribute*.

g (15) 755 K)
As per Ei# (swell) + [T mouth — outpouring of objects spewing from the mouth — *spew*;
*spout®; *emit*. *Gush* and *boil over* are borrowed meanings.

s v
As per Ei# (swell) + I- earth — swelling/bulging earth of a *burial mound* or *tumulus*.
Compare £.

B (15 7v0nEER0-%)
As per Ei# (swell) + [» heart/emotions — swelling emotion, in the form of *wrath*, *anger*,
*rage™®, *indignation™ or *resentment®.

K (5) Bribe

K tree/wood + a horizontal line# (compare that in H.) indicating the *base*/*root* of the trunk —
*origin®; *originally*; *true*; *one's own*; *capital*; *counter* (for cylindrical objects) —
*book* («— counter for scrolls «— counter for cylindrical objects).

7F (8) Hv

The present style is based on a bronzeware inscription form combining X (a running figure) + #, a
variant of A meaning "be stopped." However, neither X nor # can be the phonosemantic element
in 7%, and the meaning of 3% (*run*) does not square with the sense "be stopped." Other
bronzeware forms show K plus an obsolete element of unknown signification. As 7 conveys the

concept "spread" in derivative characters such as H and #%, the obsolete element may be posited to
have been connected with the idea of legs spread in running.

7 (16) 7 :;5509)

4E# combines K stand outstretched (— outstretched) + £ short, squat bird — bird spreading and
flapping its wings. & adds H field — bird in a field flapping its wings in preparing to take flight
(compare #/) — *vigorous exertion*; *spirited effort* — *muster courage*.

() v 7 ()
4= cow + J\# split right and left — split a cow in butchering it, the separate parts remaining in
close proximity — *half* — *part(ly)*.

(7)) N b ()
As per *+# (split) + A person — person who, with an *accomplice*/*associate*, splits off from a
group — *accompany*; *bring with*; *involve*.



) (7) />N
As per F+# (split) + JJ sword/knife — judgment likened to a decisive cutting in two (compare i,
#x, T and #T) — *judge* — *seal* (of judgment); *size* (« seal of a particular size).

BE (10) N>
As per F+# (split) + H field — *ridge*/path splitting fields — (water's) *edge*.

K (4) B2 (67 5)

The relevant oracle bone form of this character is X hand/action indicator + a thin sheet of wood
— curve a thin piece of wood back upon itself — *bend back™®; *return*; *warp*; *reverse*;
*flutter®; *on the contrary*; *anti-* — *rebel*; *disobey*. *Counter for cloth or paddies/fields* is
a borrowed meaning.

W (7)) v Ehe
[<# bend back + 1= earth — series of slopes — *slope*; *hill*; *incline*; *mountain path*.
Compare .

W (T) ~rr (T-5)
[X# return + & movement — *return* to one's point of origin — *turn over*; *reverse*; *fall
upside down*. Compare 1&.

e (11) >~
As per [# (thin sheet) + H commodities — goods laid out on display (compare &) on a board —
*sales™.

il (12) L
[<# bend back + £ food/eating — fold cooked rice back upon itself with a spatula — (cooked)
*rice®; *food*; *meal* — *feed™ (a person); *eat™* (rice).

B (10) v

I (& jewel in abbreviated form, and doubled) + what was originally /\# split right and left —
split a round gem in two — *group*; *squadron* («— large group of people split into smaller units,
which however remain coordinated).

F(12) R~
>K# scattered seeds + a representation of a basket (now written H) — reach into a basket and scoop
up seeds to spread/sow them — *number*; *order* («— count the number of times the hand is

inserted into a basket) — *keep watch* (< keep watch over in turn). 2K replaces an obsolete
character that likewise indicated seeds or grain.

(18 v

As per i## (spread) + W grass/plant — rough-woven fence created by spreading branches —
*feudal lord* («— protection offered by a lord «— protection offered by a fence) — *fief* — *han*
(feudal clan or domain in the Edo period).

B (18) R 0132 (D)
As per Z# (spread) + ) feather/wing — birds spreading and flapping their wings in preparation to



take flight — *flutter®; *wave* — *dodge*; *leap up*. Also, *change* (one's mind) and *turn
over*. Note a variant form, &, which replaces 23 with 7€ fly.

% (10) /~\>
The element at left was originally not i but a rounded tray. 42 action indicator was added to

suggest "*carry*/transport a tray on which objects are *spread out*" (compare i, in which goods
are spread on a board for sale) — *circle*; *(in) general®*; *all* («— spread of objects from a
starting point).

W (13) ~v
J¢# carry/transport + T+ hand/action indicator — *carry*; *transport*. # was devised to replace
W% after % acquired its extended meanings.

(15) v
f¢# tray + Il dish/plate/bowl (for emphasis/clarification) — *tray* — *basin*; (game)*board*.

JE (13) Ry 035 (0-07)
Originally, 7.# (fix upon) + ‘X fire — figurative fire fixed upon the head — *trouble*; *worry*;
*suffer from an illness* — *annoy™* (another). Also, *hesitate® («— be troubled over a decision).

2 (16) ~v
As per # (succession) + & thread — succession/profusion of decorative tufts of threads —
*proliferate™ — *plenitude®; *busy/bustling®; *many times*.

¥ oa2) 7572 K)
FR# forest + K fire — forest fire — *burn®* — *boil*; *cook*.

Z= (10) By 57002

A variant form of % (basket used in sowing) — *straw basket™.

x A1) AR

Z# base + 17 bamboo — the *rough*/*coarse* base of a bamboo tree.

7 Q) v
As per F+# (split) + F hand/action indicator — *break* an object into pieces — *mix*; *stir* («
break ingredients into smaller pieces and stir in a pot).

W (9) R
As per *f># (split) + X bend back — split in rebellion — *revolt*; *rebel*.

& (10) >
As per f+# (split) + 4< clothing — *underwear* that splits (= divides) one's skin from one's clothes.

(1) N & TR
As per 1+# (split) + 5% thread — split the limbs away from each other and shackle/bind —
*bond(s)*; *tie*; *ties*. For fetters, compare %, 1%, #il and F£.



B (7) o h
[ # bend back + - piled earth — series of slopes — *slope*; *incline*; *mountain path*.
Compare 9.

w15 »~v
As per Z5# (spread) + 7K water — grain spread throughout water in which it is washed — *water in
which rice has been washed* — *whirlpool*.

W (15) Ay
As per Z5# (spread) + 1f] cloth — *pennant/streamer* spreading in the breeze — *flag*; *flutter.
Compare fi%.

# (15) o Nv
As per Z# (spread) + Wl grass/plant — grass/plants spread over a field — *grow thick*; *thrive*.
*Foreign* and *barbarian* are borrowed meanings (compare ##).

& (18) N ObEK)
As per Z# (spread) + 5% thread — *unroll a bound scroll to read it* — *read*.

i (18) /vy bl W-5)

As per Z5# (spread) + H insect (here in its original sense of a snake) — coiled snake, set to strike
— *coil*, *curl up/around* — *loiter*; *hang about* — *discontent*; *antagonism* («—
disagreeable sensations that linger in the heart).

# (17) 7 iK%
A variant of ## (basket used in sowing) + 3£ (act jointly) — group spreading manure contained in
a basket — *feces* — *filth*.

% (14) N>
As per fiX# (tray) + K tree/wood — wooden *tray* — *bowl* — *tub*.

B (15) /Ny b
As per fiX# (spread out) + 4 stone — broad (= spreading) *boulder/rock* — *crag*.

%) T
As per 47# (split) + P grass/plant — split *fragrant* vegetation, releasing its *perfume*.

o () 7oy
As per 47# (split) + F hand/action indicator — dress up in *disguise*; *dress up* (as) (« divide
one's habitual and temporary identities).

8 TV

As per 77# (split) + [ heart/emotions — lose one's composure in becoming *angry* (< anger
conceived of as a split between one's habitual and temporary mental states; compare )). Compare
also 4.



m (8 7vE
As per 77# (split) + K tree/wood — lumber divided (by cutting or bending back; compare [X) into
thin boards — *shingle*(s). Originally, however, the term may have referred to a tree the seeds of

which scatter widely: compare 7.

A(8) 7V
An abbreviated form# of 7% mist/fog + =, rising vapors (— air/atmosphere) — mist/fog as one
manifestation of *air*, *atmosphere* or *weather*.

X (12) 7~
As per 77# (split) + #K forest (— timber) — *roof beams*, dividing a roof into sections. *Disorder*
is a borrowed meaning.

BO(15) N ERE
Fk# pen; fence; enclosure + K great — large and rough-woven *pen/fence*; *hedge*; *enclosure*;
*(bird)cage*.

2 (20) Ny
As per %4 (rough-hewn) + £ stone — sulfur crystal of irregular shape — *mineral*. The
compound %% refers to alum.

& (16) N OHAE
As per F# (spread) + P flesh — *ritual offering of cooked meat* (< a spread of meat).

& (18) 3w
As per Z# (spread) + the pennant/banner element described in it — *flag*, *pennant™ or
*streamer™ (spreading in a breeze). Compare .

B (23) v
As per Z5# (spread) + 5 bird — bird that spreads in great numbers over paddies and shallow
ponds/lakes — *moorhen*; *water hen*.

(15 7
As per Ei# (swell) + 7K water — *spouting/gushing water*. Also, *shoreline* (< waves crashing
on a shoreline) and *confusion* («— mental turbulence).

# (12) B2 0L (0L)
Effectively a variant form of 4§ run, with the 4* cow elements suggesting *jostle*; *throng*;
*stampede™ (originally, with respect to cattle).

g (15) ~>
As per ## (spread out) + 7 illness — *scar* that spreads over the skin. Compare J&.

B (7 ~
*o# split + JK ice — ice that splits in melting — *melt*. Compare 4.

W8 v



o4 split + 7K water — water produced by splitting/melting ice — *melt*. Compare 4. The
compound ¥ refers to an ancient Chinese school.

B (9) ~vr
As per 53# (split) + H eye — vision (actually/figuratively) split off to the distance — *look*;
*clear eyes®.

% (15) »~»
As per Z# (spread) + 1= earth — spreading earthen mound — *grave*; *tomb*. Compare 3.

& (16) N ()

As per ZF# (spread) + ‘K fire — *burn* over a vast area — *roast/bake* (throughout).

B 19) v
As per ZF# (spread) + /& leg/foot — spread *paw* — *paw meat*.

B (19 N~y BBRBY
As per fiX# (spread out) + & leather — *broad leather belt/waistband*; (horse's saddle) *girth*.

B (12) ;7 4y
An abbreviated form# of 7§ (spread) + H bivalve shell — *beautiful pattern* spread over a shell

— *spotted/dappled/speckled/mottled* (pattern) (for the latter sense, compare Et) — *beautifully
ornamented®. Also, via the image of a bulging/swelling shell, *large*. *Run swiftly* and *valor* in
battle are borrowed meanings.

iy (6) BT
47# portion + A person (— human agency) — *portion* out. *Harmony between the inner and
outer person™ is via reinterpretation, in the sense of contentment with one's allotted portion in life.

2 (7)) 7R
As per 77# (split) + 1= earth — *dust* splitting away from the earth — *gather* («— unit of
separate particles «— cloud of dust).

H (16) 7
As per Ei# (swell) + Jfi grass/plant — *swollen fruit/bud* — *profusion of fruit/berries* on a
plant. £ can also refer specifically to *hemp seeds*.

= (19) 7

An abbreviated form# of 5 (spread) + &% drum — large (spreading) *drum*. For "drum," compare
.

B (15) ~o8vsidiED

As per [# (thin sheet) + ff fish — *flatfish* (such as sole/flounder). |ZF£% however refers to a
*young yellowtail*; compare fifk for young yellowtail (VM272).

B (14) 7272 (D) ;05 (D)



E#run+ A person — lose one's balance while running — *fall*; *collapse*; *overturn*.
Compare iX.

Bk (12) >
As per #i# (encompass) + X crossed objects — twist vegetation in creating an encompassing
*pen/fence® or *enclosure®.

5 (8) BBy vy
The relevant bronzeware inscription form is 7K water + an element# combining 7 (withdraw) and

J#5 imaginary beast with a single horn — cause a creature to withdraw to an island — *law* (<
enjoy freedom of action within the framework of the law «— enjoy freedom of movement within the

confines of an island; compare & 3 7{i and }) — *fixed way of doing*; *rule*; *Buddhist truth*;
*follow*; *model*. The J&& element eventually dropped.

BE (12) &

As per {£# (cover) + & jewel — cover/coat a precious object with *enamel*.

F () t
A depiction of curved wings that spread in alignment to right and left — *not*; *non-*; *in-*; *un-
* («— brush off a request in objecting/refusing — *object*; *refuse™) — *fault*; *mistake*;

*wrong*; *incorrect* (« negativity). Compare ~, as well as fi.

fE (10) /A
As per Ff# (spread in alignment to right and left) + A person — two persons performing, one on
the right and the other on the left — *performer*; *actor* — *haiku*; *comic poems* (haikai).

HE (1) A

As per FE# (spread in alignment to right and left) + 5 hand/action indicator (for
emphasis/clarification) — spread in alignment to right and left — line up; arrange; row. Also,
*reject®, *exclude* and *eject™ («— push off to both sides in rejecting).

A (12) esZe(Ln-LAa-LEp)
As per Ff# (spread in alignment to right and left) + /(> heart/emotions — heart split by *sadness* or
lamentation — *lament*; *grieve* — *mercy* (« strive to eliminate the sadness of common

people). Compare and contrast ‘JE.

B (12) B0
As per Ff# (spread in alignment to right and left) + /7 door — doors swinging open in alignment
— *door* — *title page™ (of a book).

# (15) A
As per F# (spread in alignment to right and left) + B vehicle — vehicles lined up on right and left
— *colleague*; *associate™; *companion* («— line of similar individuals).

Bl (10) ~A5<IE(D)
Abbreviated form# of It spouse + P& alcohol container (— feast) — wedding at which two persons
are joined/aligned in marriage, becoming spouses — *align*; *combine* — *distribute*; *allot™;



*assign® (« align in distributing, allocating etc.). Also, *wife* («— wife aligned with her husband;
compare Z%).

w6 t
A variant form of it (spouses in alignment): *spouse* — *princess*; *queen*; *empress* («—
woman aligned with a man of the royal family).

JE (8) B;2%;2 (DL )

The relevant seal inscription form is a variant of [! kneeling figure, here an abbreviated form# of
AL align + P flesh — aligned layers of fat — (grow) *fat*; *gain weight* — *enrich*; *cultivate*;
*fertilize*; *manure*; *night soil*. The contemporary form is KA + .

1’ 9 b elEd-5)
A depiction of the curved wings of a bird spread right and left in flight (compare FF) — *fly* —
*speedy*.

o ®) 7o (D27 -<)
As per ## (split) + 7K water — splitting away of bubbles (compare {@) on the surface of boiling
water — *boil*.

B8 /N 7pdx

As per F¢# (align) + 7K water — waves breaking in alignment — *wave*.

% (11 A
As per i¢# (breaking waves) + 2 woman — *elderly woman* (likened to a wave that has already
crested and broken).

B (10) ;5 (KT5%-ND)
As per FZ# (align) + A stone — *break* then align pieces of stone — *tear™®; *rip*; *expose*; *do
thoroughly* — *lose*.

B (19) B;OKE
i net + AE bear — *brown bear* (caught by having a long net spread over it; compare #z). The
pronunciation of the character has been influenced by #E (lower a net over prey).

BE (10) b
As per Ff# (spread in alignment to right and left) + [ enclosure — basket with lids/doors that open
in alignment to both sides. *Bandit*, *evil person* and *not* are borrowed meanings.

e (1) o
As per Ff# (spread in alignment to right and left) + ¥ movement — *wander* off/about. Compare
)i and 5.

2 (12) b
As per Ff# (spread in alignment to right and left) + 3C (fine pattern) — *elegant*, symmetrical
*pattern®* — *beautiful*.



HE (12) Ak
As per Ff# (spread in alignment to right and left) + & jewel — *string of pierced pearls/precious
stones*. The compound HIFE, meaning coffee, is a transliteration of the Dutch Koffie.

BE (12) b;285
As per FE# (spread in alignment to right and left) + A flesh — the *calf* («— composed of a pair of
muscles).

Yk (14) b
JE here an abbreviated form# of 3E (reddish) + 5% thread — fabric dyed *scarlet*.

I

7 (14) E

FE here an abbreviated form# of #F (vivid color) + ¥ feather/wing — (male) common Indian
*kingfisher* (« bird with vividly colored feathers).

E (14) &
As per Ff# (spread in alignment to right and left) + H insect — (flying) *cockroach* with wings
spread.

JE (15) B;2L (%)
As per Ff# (spread in alignment to right and left) + 5 words — use divisive words — *censure*;
*slander*; *disparage™.

& (15) ™R K)
As per #F# (spread seeds) + F hand/action indicator — *sow*, *spread* or *scatter* (seeds).
There is a disconnect between the Old Chinese and more recent pronunciations of this term.

o8
As per FZ# (align) + 1= earth — aligned hillsides, slopes or embankments — *hillside*; *slope*;
*embankment*. Compare [J¥.

Bo(12)
FZ here an abbreviated form# of i lean + & leg/foot — *lameness* (« leg/foot that splays off at
an angle).

B (14) ;925 (%)

As per FZ# (align) + E head — align one's head with one shoulder — *lean* — *bias* (« lean
toward one party/point of view). Also, *to a great degree* («— lean/be biased to a considerable
extent).

B (19) N O0N(D)

As per fZ# (align) + 2 winnow — align grain for sifting in a winnow — *winnow™ (v.); *fan* (v.).

P (13) NN
A variant form of fil; (break then align pieces of stone): break a stone and align with an arrow for
use as an *arrowhead*.



JE (1) B;5F (W)

FE# (spread in alignment to right and left) + J grass/plant — a reddish *vegetable* with roots
spreading from right to left. Also, *thin* and *slight* (< slender vegetable) — *reduce®;
*economize® («— make do with poor stuff such as turnip-like vegetables) and *luxuriant
vegetation™ («— vegetables growing to right and left).

==
g8 (16) E
FE# (spread in alignment to right and left) + RN rain/natural phenomena — driving *rain/snow*.

e (19) B;i1cLA
FE# (spread in alignment to right and left) + £ fish — *herring* (the abundant roe of which spills
to right and left when the fish is split open) — *fish eggs*.

i (9) &;HSE
tH# protrude + H moon — *crescent (new) moon* (protruding from the shaded portion; compare
#+) — (dim) *light of a crescent moon*.

WE (14) EB;%0
As per PE# (basket) + K tree/wood — *torreya* (yew-family tree, used to make baskets).

B (8) BNy DA

FZ# (align) + B piled earth — *slope*; *embankment* (compare %) — *levee*; *reservoir*;
*dam up*; *slant*. "Slope" and "embankment are meanings attached to one term, while the
remainder derive from a once-separate term appended to this character.

% (17) /LA
As per #F# (spread) + H white — white/gray hair spreading over the head of an elderly person —
*white*.

T (6) b;°5(%)
" here an abbreviated form# of fic. align + 1= earth — pile of earth collapsing in alignment to both
sides — *collapse*; *break*; *destroy*; *ruin*. Compare ff, 3 and K& .

PE (1) &
As per Ff# (spread in alignment to right and left) + /[» heart/emotions — heart that loses its
harmony by being divided — *irritation* (often, with specific reference to inability to

speak/express oneself). Compare and contrast 7.

% (12) B9

As per FF# (spread in alignment to right and left) + K tree/wood — wooden *tool* placed on both
sides of a bow to straighten it (compare %) — *assist* («<— assist in straightening/correcting) —
wooden *support/prop* for a vehicle. *Torreya* (yew-family tree) is a borrowed meaning via .

BE (18) &
As per FF# (spread in alignment to right and left) + 55 horse — (as 5, with reference to a team
of four horses pulling a vehicle) the *two horses on the outside of the team* (as opposed to the two

inside, IRF).



fE (16) b=
As per PE# (basket) + 77 bamboo — *bamboo basket (with a lid opening to both sides)*. £ was
devised to replace PE after the latter's transformation of meanings.

(7)) 7, 77;1FEF  Shinjitai 1A (4)

As per ## (split) + A person — person who splits away and disappears. *Buddha* is a borrowed
meaning, f# being used to transliterate the Sanskrit buddha — *Buddhist image*; *the deceased*;
*merciful*. *France* is via the phonetic construction 4 /4.

W (8) 7;1EH (D)  Shinjitai 4 (5)
As per #5# (split) + F hand/action indicator — split/*sweep away* to both sides — *stroke*;
*refuse* (compare /~ and FF). *Pay* is a borrowed meaning.

o (12) ;20 (225 7)
As per #B# (split) + H commodities — split (= distribute) commodities — *spend* — *funds*;
*expenditure*; *waste*; *squander*.

5 (15) /Y ;)3F  Shinjitai %2 (14)
As per J# (split away) + £2 hair — split one's *hair* to both sides in parting it — *hairstyle*.

% (6) Y
X here a variant of I¢# battle-ax + A person (— human agency) — *cut down* an enemy with a
weapon such as a battle-ax — *defeat* — (minor meaning of) *boast* («— boast of exploits).

i (14) Y
As per £i# (cut down) + P gate — restrict (= cut down on) entry to a gated structure — *clan*;
*faction™®; *clique*.

H () A3 5700
A depiction of a bivalve (one split open to reveal its contents) — *shellfish*; (sea) *shell* —

*treasure*. When used in dual-element characters, H most often denotes "commodities" (shells
having anciently been used as currency), but this is not an independent meaning in Japanese.

e (1) A, 05 (H-15D)

As per E# (split open) + AL (strike) — *break* objects (such as shells) in two — *lose*; *defeat*
— *miss*; *fail*.

¥ (12) »~Y;74Y  Shinjitai % (9)
The element# combining 7% (split to right and left) + 4% action indicator means "split to right and

left." %% adds = bow — arrow splitting from a curved bow in being launched — *release* —
*start®; *appear/issue suddenly*; *open/emerge all at once*; *spread/extend outward*; *expose™
(by digging up); *send* — *counter for bullets/gunshots*.

B (12) /A ;372 (%-415) Shinjitai FE (12)
As per #5# (split away in being released) + /'~ building — building materials released as a structure
splits apart (compare &£ and fifj) — *abandon*; *abolish*; *decline*; *go out of use/fashion*; *die



out*.

N Q) NTF;R

Two curved lines bending away from each other, suggesting the idea of splitting away to right and
left — *divide/part from* right and left. *Eight™* is either a borrowed meaning or may be regarded
as having been considered the single-digit number divisible by two the greatest number of times.

Jifi (9) A
The relevant seal inscription form of the right-hand element#, which in contemporary fonts can be
identical in form with 117, combines J\ split right and left + a bud — buds split right and left. fifi

adds H flesh — *lung* (< internal organ found on both sides of the chest).

H (9) A, 80 (Ep)  Shinjitai £ (8)
The relevant seal inscription form is & hand/action indicator + objects offered to the gods or a

person of high rank (compare 7&) — *bow deeply* in making an offering, then split away (= make
one's departure) — *respect™; *worship*; *pray to* — *receive® (an official post); *be assigned*.

gl (14) 3T
Variant of j!/# (separate flesh from bone in punishment by cutting) + " net — *punishment*
involving separation by severing of body parts and/or imprisonment — *penalty*.

7% (5) Y
A depiction showing a person's feet split to right and left, reducing mobility — *spread open*.

B (5) 7R

The relevant seal inscription form shows a hanging vine or beanstalk + /\# split right and left —
split/part twisting vines and stalks away to both sides — *negation* («— sweep away/dismiss;
compare /~ and #). *Dollar* is a borrowed meaning (via the similarity of # and the dollar sign).

8 7>
As per #:# (split) + ¥ movement (— action indicator) — split into *like* or similar groups —
*similar to*. Also, *dim(ly)* (« similar to the point of being dimly/barely distinguishable).

W @®) 7>
As per ## (split) + :[» heart/emotions — heart split on account of anxiety — *depression*; *rage*
(«— other manifestations of an unbalanced heart).

W@ t
As per #:# (split) + K dog/beast — hamadryad *baboon*, with brilliant symmetrical coloration on
both sides of its muzzle.

5 (15) 7V
As per ## (split) + £ hair — disheveled hair that splits away — *unkempt hair* — *like*;
*similar to* («— equally unkempt on both sides; compare 5%).

Ko(5) N\ NF
K dog/beast + ] # (split) — dog splitting away from the earth in leaping to snatch an object —
*leap™®; *open up/out®.



o (10) 7
As per X# (split away) + 7 altar/the supernatural — *exorcise*/*drive out* evil spirits, causing
them to split away — *purify*.

B (12) 77\
As per J# (split away) + /& leg/foot — leg splitting from the earth in climbing — *tread*.
*Epilogue* is a borrowed meaning.

B (15) /58
As per J# (split away) + 5 ghost; demon — *demon of drought* («— water kept separate from the
earth) — *drought*.

(12) A0
As per X# (cut down) + /7 bamboo — cut down bamboo and fashion it into a *raft*.

B (15) N AT T iER(D)
As per #5# (split away in being released) + F hand/action indicator (for emphasis/clarification) —
push/set objects aside — *push aside*; *set aside™ *release®* — *allocate™ — *spring*

(outward/upwards; compare =7); *separate* («— become separated as a result of being released) —
*eliminate®; *reject® («— separate those chosen from those not). Also, *plectrum?®.

15 ~Y
As per #%# (split away in being released) + 7K water — release water in sprinkling/pouring —
*sprinkle*; *pour®; *splash* — *leap* (« splash upwards).

i (19) Y
As per #%# (split away in being released) + P4 alcohol container — release alcohol for a second
*fermentation*® or *brewing®.

= (7) RV A

Originally, /\# split right and left + an element combining Y grass shoot and ¥ child/offspring —
young living things bursting upward and outward — *spring up* (compare ). The compound =#
4 refers to a comet.

# (9) Kk

=F# spring up + /) power/energy — *sudden* action, in the form of springing up or bursting forth.

B (10) AR 68 (D)
ZF# spring up + -[» heart/emotions — spring up in opposition (emotionally) — *be
contrary/contradictory®. Also, *be in disorder*.

7 (10) A
=## spring up + /K water — *bursting forth of water* — *arise*; *be vigorous*.

Ho(13) ARy
As per #h# (spring up) + 7K water — tumultuous *swell* of water.



B (17) A
Abbreviated form# of 5% die out + J illness — *become ill*; *one who has damaged his/her
body*; *chronic illness*. Also, *damage*.

K (17) 7>
As per X# (split away) + #f needlework/embroidery — (back-to-back = -patterned) *embroidery*;
*embroidered ceremonial robe* (compare fiifi) — *(leather/cloth) lap covering*.

* (8) IN N A

As per J# (split away) + #fi grass/plant — split grass or vegetation off to both sides (compare fii%)
— *gplit grass off to both sides*. Also, via a separate application of the combination of the
constituent elements, *grass root(s)* («— roots that split the earth in thrusting upward).

oy 7>
As per #5# (split) + 5% thread — one of multiple ropes splitting away from a central point,
particularly a *thick rope used to lead oxen* — *rope used to pull a hearse*. *Braided, ornamented

cord identifying one's rank* is a borrowed meaning via #K.

M (11) 773 F R 00 (D)
# here an abbreviated form# of ff rage + £ color/appearance — *face that goes flush with
anger®.

e (11 7 o7
As per J(# (split away) + & thread — *braided, ornamented cord identifying one's rank* («— cord
hanging separate from one's clothing).

&) (14) 7V 08
As per J(# (split away) + E: leather — *leather kneepad* separate (= split away) from one's outfit
(compare ¥#). *Braided, ornamented cord identifying one's rank* is a borrowed meaning via fi.

FE (12) W

As per “E# (create a pile) + 5 words — pile up lies — *lie*; *deceive*.

We (12) ¥7;9
As per “E# (create a pile) + P4 alcohol container — foodstuffs piled in *vinegar* for preservation
(compare {&) — *sour*.

A (8) va;&lAh
J7# door + JT ax — use a bladed implement to shave wood into the shape of a door. *Place* is a
borrowed meaning — *partition*; *about®; *in case*; *local*; *counter for places®.

# (7)) 2,90 ZF (0D) 1ZL(HHT) 5 1E>

As per JJ (cutting implement) + 7X clothing — *begin* making a garment by cutting cloth
(compare #) — *beginning* — *first*; *first time*; *naive*. The pronunciation of the character
has been influenced by £ (also meaning "cut cloth").



iFo(12) V;9-o7(25)

As per J5# (split) + 5 words — contentious split resulting in complaints/appeals — *sue*;
*charge™®; *complain* — *appeal*; *resort to* («— challenge the legal/judicial course of events) —
*touch/move* («— appeal to one's emotions).

F (10) VA

&# thread + an abbreviated form of # hang — pendent white/raw silk — *element*; *basis*;
*simplicity*; *from the beginning* («— raw silk forming the basis of fabric and clothing woven
from it).

B (12) V98 (W FLW T ALD)

(14 variant of /F (point in opposite directions) + X bundle — pair of piled objects, set at a
distance from each other — *distant™ — *shun*; *neglect® (< keep at a distance). Also,
*ignorant® and *unfamiliar® (with) («— distant from one's knowledge or experience) as well as
*disagreeable* («— unpleasant thing, kept at a distance). *Pass through* and *sparseness* are

borrowed meanings via .

e (18) V;WLT %
As per %# (opposite) + 1 stone — stones set in opposition as the *foundation* of a building —
*cornerstone™.

H 5) vv;va; ;0 (D)
A depiction of a pile created by the accumulation of small/slender objects — *furthermore*;
*besides*; *also* («— addition).

By (7) Va;, 77T (0B 1T5)
As per H# (pile) + /) power/energy — supplementary power that assists in piling — *help*;
*assistance* — *save*®; *rescue*.

B (8) Vi (Te)
As per H# (pile) + B piled earth — obstacle made of piled earth and rocks — *block*; *obstruct*;
% %

prevent™.

& 9 ¥
As per H# (pile) + K tree/wood — pile lumber in creating an *obstructive wooden fence*.
*Investigate™* is a borrowed meaning.

) v
As per H# (pile) + 7= altar/the supernatural — figurative pile of ancestors, associated with rituals
held at an altar — *ancestor®* — *grandfather*; *founder®.

M 10) v
As per H# (pile) + °K grain/rice — *levy*/*tithe*, originally paid with (piles of) harvested crops.
Compare Fii..

f(11) V<A< (Fe)
As per H# (pile) + 5% thread — threads piled in braiding (compare &) — *braid* — *put
together™; *assemble*; *construct®; *cooperate*; *set*; *suit*; *assortment™®; *group of people* —



*class*; *crew™; *party*®; *company*.

ML (1) ;5500

As per H# (pile) + 2K rice — pile/heap of unpalatable rice — *coarse™®; *rough*.

- N

g (11) ~
As per £# (pile) + T hand/action indicator — pile (v.) — *place* (in order) — *dispose of*;
*deal with*.

£ (15 T;92(9+%) Shinjitai 5 (5)
Variant# of &5 (double/pile up) + =~ roof/building — pile goods indoors — *copy*; *duplicate*;
*transcribe* («— pile atop). Also, *photograph*, *project™ (on) and *transfer/move*.

H©9) v BAL;BA)

Abbreviated form of %&# whip (with the /E element written in variant form) + [! kneeling figure —
whip a kneeling person, then dismiss him — *get rid of*; *remove* — *retire* (from office). Also,
*unload* and *wholesale* («— get rid of).

+ 3) ¥
A depiction of an erect object formed by small composite materials (compare H.). *Man* and
*retainer*® are associated meanings («— person standing erect), with *samurai* by extension.

. (5) v; o7 (D)
As per T:# (erect) + A person — servant standing erect in waiting upon a person of high rank
(compare =f and ) — *official*; *serve*; *work*; *do*.

Hl(8) (&%)
As per Wi# (stab) + JJ sword/knife — *stab*; *stick®; *pierce*; *prick™®; *sting*.

& (13) Yo
As per B # (debts): — *debt*. Here, A has no semantic function, being used simply to create a
derivative character conveying meanings that dropped from the original one.

B (14) v 2 (00%15%)
As per B # (pile) + 7K water — *soak* a pile of objects (e.g., vegetables in brine, clothes in dye
etc.) — *preserve*; *pickle* (compare [F).

(5 v
The relevant seal inscription form combines a variant of A person + [1# hole — peer through a
narrow hole in overseeing or administrating — *administer™.

&l (7) 2597305 (e9)
As per Fl# (peer through a hole): — *look in* on a person — *glance surreptitiously at*; *wait

upon* (a person of high rank) — *visit*; *inquire after/about*; *consult*; *hear*. Here, A has no
semantic function, being used simply to create a derivative character conveying meanings that
dropped from the original one.



i (13) &
The left-hand element is 1 mouth + ffit (bamboo slats) — oath designating an heir, written upon
thin strips of bamboo. fiii] adds =]# administer — *heir* who succeeds to and administers an estate.

B 11 HA12(%)
S%# pluck + F hand/action indicator — *pluck* — *take in hand*; *take*; *gather* — *pick
out®; *select™; *take on*; *employ*.

¥ (1) A7
S# pluck + W grass/plant — pluck/pick *greens*/*vegetables* — *rape* (plant); *side dish*;
*cuisine™.

¥ (1) YA, 0AE (D)
S¥# coloration + Z pattern — colors and patterns — *coloration* — *colorful* — *decoration®;
*appearance®.

T (3 2

- is the single remaining form of two distinct oracle bone depictions of a small child. One shows a
small child, while the second shows a child with rapidly growing hair — *child*; *son*; *boy*;
*person*; *suffix appended to small objects*. Conceptually, a child was understood as one of a
figurative pile of offspring. *Rat* (as the first sign of the Chinese zodiac), *north*, and *11 P.M. to
1 A.M.* are borrowed meanings. The Old Chinese readings of the two glyphs featured different
vowels.

# (12) ;W & Shinjitai & (6)
A depiction of piled threads — *thread* — *yarn*; (musical instrument) *string®; *line*.

B9 vBb09)

The relevant oracle bone form of this character shows that the top element was originally not
field but a depiction of a profusion of fine bones in fontanels, open spaces in an infant's skull over
which the skull bones eventually fuse; compare 2. /&L adds /C» heart/emotions — finely detailed
thoughts — *think*; *consider*; *believe* — *be sunk in thought*. Compare J&.

¥ (3) A
A depiction of rocks piled to cut off/dam a river — *stop/cut off* — *a little*; *for the first time*.
*Genius* and *ability* are borrowed meanings, as is (number of) *years old*.

Mo YA
F# cut off + K tree/wood — cut off a resource in felling a tree — *wood*; *(raw) material* —
*ability* («— raw material of an individual's nature).

M (10) 191
An abbreviated form# of #1 (raw) material + H commodities — resources of value — *property*;
*wealth*.

£ (6) P15 (D)
The relevant seal inscription form is ¥# cut off + = earth — pile earth to cut off the flow of a
river. *Be*, *exist*, *location®, *stay*, *be alive*, and *in* are extended meanings («— be fixed



firmly in one place; compare /&, 5, and 17) — *country(side)* (« permanence of rural abodes).

& (10) A
The relevant oracle bone form of [J#tombines F cut off + X spear/halberd — cut; sever. #% adds
K tree/wood — trim a tree in cultivating it — *cultivation*; *planting*.

# (12) 1,3 K) ;7= (D)
(¥ hs described in #% (cut; sever) + 4K clothing — *cut cloth* in making clothes (compare ]) —
*decide*; *judge* (« cut through to a decision «— cut). For these latter meanings, compare 7, ),

1, and K.

# (13) A0 (E2-2)

(¥ hs described in #% (cut; sever) + H. vehicle — *load* cut wood on a vehicle (compare ff) —
*place atop™ — *print*; *publish* (« publish by placing in print); *make a note of* («—
publications that bear printed characters).

K () YA DEDY)
Originally ¥ # (pile) + ‘X fire — conflagration that reduces buildings to piles of ashes —
*disaster*; *misfortune®.

s (10) A
%# needle/cutting tool + =~ roof/building — *oversee* food preparation indoors, including the
cutting of meat — *manage™; *control*.

%o(12) ¥
As per 2%# (luxuriant growth) + 7K water — luxuriant growth of water plants — *thrive*;
*luxuriant®; *rich*.

2 (13) V0o (LAa-Lie)
Abbreviated form# of 22 bear children + .L» heart/emotions — parental *love/affection* for
growing children — *tenderness™®; *compassion™*.

W (14) ¥
As per %%# (luxuriant growth) + 4 stone (— mineral) — minerals rushing toward each other in a
magnetic field — *magnetism* — *porcelain* («— use of such minerals in ceramic glaze). For

. =)
porcelain, compare % .

T(6) VS

~f-# child/offspring + 7+ roof/building — place in which to *raise* and increase the number of
children* — *character* («— make one character after another by combining different elements) —
*letter* — *small administrative unit* of a town/village («— small unit < letter/character as one
unit of a whole).

(6) VA, 5727- (1Y)
An abbreviated form# of # (symmetrical construction; symmetry) + an additional line (at the top)
indicating "another of the same" — *(once) again®; *twice®.



(5 v

The relevant oracle bone form of this character is X hand/action indicator + an upright tube for
holding slender, inscribed bamboo slats — an official raising a slender tube containing bamboo slats
inscribed with records — *chronicle®; *annals*; *history* («— contents of matters recorded). Also,

*record keeper*. Originally the same character as 5+, but 5 and 5 came to bear divergent
meanings (compare the same process in 4J and J&)).

o (8) 520 (1+9)
5i# official (n.) + A person — *messenger*/*envoy* dispatched on an *errand* or *mission* —
*servant®; *work for* (another) — *use* («— make use of a functionary) — *make/force to do*.

Q8 v,k
The relevant oracle bone form of this character is X hand/action indicator + an upright tube for

holding slender, inscribed bamboo slats — an official raising a slender tube containing bamboo slats
inscribed with records — *matter®; *affair®; *thing* («— matters recorded) — *job*; *work*;

*serve*; *attend to* (« carry out official duties). Originally the same character as 5, but 55 and
5 came to bear divergent meanings (compare the same process in 1) and J&)).

Bro(12) 50 (K)
JT ax + H# (winnow) — *split* apart a winnow. *This*, *such* and *namely* are borrowed
meanings.

a1y v
7Z# movement (with the elements repositioned) + II= (leg/foot — action indicator) — *move* to a
different location — *relocate™; *reposition®.

1) YA

T # blue/green (— bluish black; compare fif) + K dog/beast — black dog, faintly visible —
*doubt* («— faint veracity «— faintly visible) — *suspect* (v.) («— doubt a person's veracity). Also,
*envy™* and *jealousy™® («— dark products of a suspicious mind).

1) vdTs
As per F# (needle/cutting tool) + K tree/wood — *catalpa* (cut for woodworking) — *printing
block*.

%= ) v;E(D)
As per Z=# (come to a stop) + A person — *stop* and wait for someone — *wait (for/until)* —
*expect*. Compare 2.

BB W

A depiction of a sharp, ax-like implement chopping wood and creating piles of thin shavings
(compare Al]) — *sudden* (« swift chopping motion). *While*, *though*, *notwithstanding*,
*both* and *all* are borrowed meanings.

e (16) ;9L

As per ’E# (create a pile) + £ fish — pile of salted/preserved fish. Also, *sushi* (vinegared rice
topped with raw fish, or wrapped in seaweed with various ingredients).



5 09 va;/
As per E# (point in opposite directions) + A flesh — group dismembering/separating a carcass
(compare fi#) — *assist*; *mutual*; *(all) together*. Also, *low-ranking official*.

AR N
= (13) 7
As per [E# (point in opposite directions) + # forest (— luxuriant growth) — plant/shrub with

numerous thorns pointing in opposite directions — *thorn* plant (compare ’K) — *whip* («—
implement with thorns or thorn-like protrusions). *Plain* and *clear* are borrowed meanings.

B (12) va;Y
(J#h variant of /E (point in opposite directions) + 7t as described in ¥t (flow) — *pass through*
in flowing between opposite points. Other meanings pertaining to this character are borrowings via

B
i (A1) a7 <Lid (%) 37(K)

7t here an abbreviated form# of ¥ pass through + A tree/wood — *comb* passed through the
hair. Compare #fi.

% (9) vV
Wii# grass/plant + X slender thread (doubled — slight) — luxuriant growth of slender vegetation —
*luxuriant grasses™®; *increase*. *This*, *here*, and *year* are borrowed meanings.

* (8) HA
As per JTI\# (pick/pluck) + K tree/wood (— fruit-bearing tree) — *pick*/*pluck* colorful fruit —
*coloration™®; *appearance®. *Die/dice* is a borrowed meaning.

R (6) ¥
A depiction of a twig with sharp, projecting points piled on the surface (that stab) — *thorn*.
Compare 7.

H 8) ¥
As per H# (pile) + [ mouth — *chew* (« figurative pile created by repeated motion in the same
spots in mastication) — *crunch* in the teeth. Compare ff.

I (8) TV
As per H# (pile) + 2 woman — *elder/eldest sister* («— female figuratively atop the sororal pile;
compare JH) — *young lady* — *wife of a gangster boss*.

- (8) V%%

As per H# (pile) + [l mountain — *rocky mountain* — *steep/sheer cliff*.

M) Vivashab ()

As per H# (pile) + K dog/beast. The earliest meaning of JH. was ape (< creature figuratively atop
the simian pile; compare 4fl), but the character came to mean *stalk*, (take) *aim at* and *watch
for* («— ape of predatory habits; compare #z).



9 Vi FERWe
As per H# (pile) + a representation of piled objects — a *stand* piled high with offerings —
*cutting board*; *chopping block*. Note a variant form, XH.

JH (10)
As per H# (pile) + 7 illness — a *swelling*; *boil*; *carbuncle*. Compare Jif and 5.

B (11) V3300
As per H# (pile) + H insect — *maggot* (normally found piled together in large numbers).

O (12) ;0B ;DA (D)
As per H# (pile) + 5 words — figurative pile of words, particularly with respect to swearing an
oath or vow — *swear* — *curse*.

B (20)
As per H# (pile) + 1 teeth — irregularly aligned (= overlapping) teeth — *discrepancy*;
*disagreement®. *Bite* and *chew* are borrowed meanings.

A1) v
As per FJ# (peer through a hole) + 77 bamboo — bamboo *box* with small holes allowing a view
of the contents — *wicker basket*; *chest™ (to store clothes); *container* (for cooked rice).

M (12) 02 ()
As per H# (peer through a hole) + 5. see — *peep*; *peek*. il was devised to replace =] after =]
came to convey the meaning "administer."

fr (5) v
~f-# child/offspring + A person (for emphasis/clarification) — *offspring* — *small*; *detail*.
Also, *young animal*.

w7 v

~f# child + AC action indicator — be *diligent* in attending to a child — *industrious*.

f& (1) Y153 Lo (&)
As per fE# (fine) + A person — person possessed of fine wisdom/talent. *Fond recollection* is a
borrowed meaning, via a reinterpretation of the constituent elements of this character.

il 20) P15
As per [8# (fine) + £ fish — fine *gill slits* — *gills*.

i 9) VA
(¥ hs described in #% (cut; sever) + [1 mouth — cut off the end of a sentence — *exclamatory
particle*; *interrogative particle* (at the end of sentences).

B (13) AT

As per 5£# (cut) + 7K water — cut the flow of water in damming a stream (compare ). *Dregs*;



*grounds®, *lees*, *leavings*, *dross* and *scum* are associated meanings («— sediment that
forms at the bottom of liquid). Compare #4.

#(13) V3 DIX (%)
As per ## (conjunction of beginning and end points) + & movement — *return to the source*;
*retrace the past™. Also, *move upstream?®.

7)) v nax ()
As per ['t# (line up irregularly) and as per . (align) — align objects irregularly, leaving *a bit* of
space between them — *a little*; *few™.

W (10) > ET
As per [l# (irregular) + ¥ illness — irregularly shaped *bruise* on the skin — *wound*; *illness*
— *flaw*; *fault*; *defect*; *demerit*; *weakness*.

% (12) &
As per [# (line up irregularly) + 4 horn — irregularly shaped *beak/bill* (compare %%).

% (12) YV EBDZ (D)

E# birth; life + 5 change — *be resuscitated*; *be revived*; *be reborn*.

fik (16)
fa# fish + °K grain/rice — life forms that continually *rise anew* (i.e., no matter how many fish
are caught or crops harvested, more appear in the next fishing/harvest season) — *revive/be

revived* (this meaning influenced by #£) — *be resuscitated*; *be reborn*.

fik (19) VA, XABDZ(B)
fik# rise anew + §fl grass/plant — *perilla* («<— variety of annual herb). *Rise anew* and *revive/be
revived* are borrowed meanings from fik.

% (17) ¥4
An abbreviated form# of Z€ fill + H commodities — *compete* to fill a container with offerings
— *vigit a temple/shrine* and make an offering. Also, *dice* («— game of competition).

W o13) v/ 7E T K)
As per BJ# (supplementary power) + & plow — *plow*; *hoe* (n. and v.) («+ implements that
supplement human power). Compare #.

#w (15) va;va;9E,9K)
As per BIi# (supplementary power) + 4= metal — *plow*; *hoe* (n. and v.) («— implements that
supplement human power). Compare #J.

B o(18) v
As per B# (pile) + /K water — overflow of water — *pour*; *flow*; *drain*; *transfer water*.
Also, *have diarrhea* (< flow of liquified offal).

i (15) v~



H# split + /' building — *servant* assigned menial chores such as splitting wood in a shed.

#o(15) viA
H# split + T+ hand/action indicator — *rip*; *break*; *tear*.

Wroas) v
HT# split + 7K water — water splitting its container and draining out until it runs out — *drain dry*;
*run out*; *use up*.

[£<4 >

m (8 ¥

The element at top originally had a horizontal line drawn through it, as visible in the derivative
character 7. This element combined ¥ (cut off) + the horizontal line for emphasis/clarification.
The original form of & added H field — cut weeds in a field and pile them, preparing for plowing.

*Calamity* is a borrowed meaning, via £, with *evil* by extension.

1) VP
As per (£# (cut weeds in a field) + P grass/plant — field barren of both weeds and crops —
*wasteland* — *disaster*; *calamity* (compare $§). {& was devised to replace f§ after {f§ came to

refer to "evil."

s 2) v

As per {§ (cut) + 7K water — cut pieces of fabric and dye them (*black*; compare ) — *dye

black*.

i (14) v
f§ here an abbreviated form# of J&§ black (compare fifff) + 5& thread — silk/fabric dyed *black*

(again, compare 7&) — *dye black*; *black clothing®. Also, *priest* («<— priest dressed in black
vestments).

B (15) >
[€<4

As per §§# (pile) + H vehicle — *wagon* piled high with supplies. Compare #.

o7 v

As per (£# (pile) + 4 metal — pieces of metal, piled upon a scale as an ancient *unit of weight*

(approximately 4 grams).

fils (19) v;1F5
& here an abbreviated form# of i black (compare #ff) + £ fish — striped (black) *mullet*.

H©® V(K (K)
As per H# (pile) + ¥ movement — *go*; *proceed toward*; *depart*; *leave* («<— pile one step
upon another). *Die* is a borrowed meaning via 7H.

H(8) Vi (Ee)
As per H# (pile) + 7K water — impediment that creates a buildup of water — *impede*; *disturb*
— *be dejected/discouraged™ («— encounter impediments to obtaining one's desires).



il (10) V; =
As per H# (pile) + A stone — *rocky mountain*.

H 8) va;»o&
As per H# (pile) + W grass/plant — layers of plant matter forming the insole of footwear —
*hemp™ («— plant used for this purpose). Also, *food/object wrapped in straw*.

i (10) ;&80 ()
As per “E# (create a pile) + 71~ altar/the supernatural — *happiness* or *blessings* likened to a pile
of presents rendered by the throne (and sanctioned by the heavens) — *imperial status/the throne*.

fE (9) YV, 0bAE
As per “F# (create a pile) + A flesh — *offering of (piled) meat* — *happiness*; *blessings*;
*bestow happiness*.

W (13) V&0 (D)
As per #i# (conjunction of beginning and end points) + 7K water — *go upstream*/*go against the

current* and return to one's starting point. Compare . Also, *retrace the past*; *return to a
source/origin’.

w14y VY7907 (25)
As per ## (conjunction of beginning and end points) + .L» heart/emotions — *complain*;
*accuse*; *sue* («— measures taken to restore original conditions).

£ (12) Vv
As per %%# (luxuriant growth) + - child — *bear (large numbers of) children*; *be luxuriant*;
*increase™.

% (14) YA1;LvT
An abbreviated form# of & fortress/fort + K tree/wood — (wooden) *fort/stronghold* or
*stockade®.

K B) V:;ZhDix(H)
As per JR# (split) + 7K water — split away and *go upstream*. Compare if].

7w (12) ¥ %)
As per Z=# (come to a stop) + 37 stand — *wait*; *await*; *anticipate*. Compare .

R (14) YA, H0;,H6°F 8

As per 5# (coloration) + 5% thread — *colorful*/multi-colored silk — *twilled silk fabric*.

Ek (12)
P& # alcohol + 7K grain/rice — *boiled/pasteurized milk*; *cream*; *butter* («— dairy products
created via fermentation, likened to the fermentation process of alcohol).

Bro(15) ey

A variant form of il (team of four horses), replacing I with 5 (an official) — official riding a



galloping horse — *run fast*; *drive at high speed* — *fast*.

(10) YA 0F N
As per ¥ # (cut off) + 3 animal that ambles along the ground — dog or wolf-like *wild animal*
that rips prey apart in eating — *greedy/avaricious person*.

e (13) v
As per £5# (pile lumber) + K tree/wood — fell trees and hew the lumber for creating rafts —
*raft*.

T’ o5 v
As per JE# (neatly aligned) + 5% thread — *kerchief* used to align the hair on both sides of the
head when wearing a crown.

B (26) ;5 (Tp) ;B
As per BE# (neatly aligned) + /& leg/foot — footwear aligned with the feet in being slipped over the
toes (not covering the foot entirely) — *sandal*. The feet were then dragged over a surface in

performing a dance; compare JE.

WE (26) v;U;L7(32)
As per JE# (neatly aligned) + P9 alcohol — neatly aligned trickles of alcohol trailing from a strainer
(compare f5) — *strain* or *pour* alcohol.

¥ (10) 259000507
As per F# (produce numerous offspring) + 2> cow — *female cow* («— producer of numerous
offspring) — *female*.

& (14) v;X»>
{iE# relocate + /7 shape indicator (here suggesting a shod foot/leg) — *footwear* that one drags
across the floor or ground, as opposed to lifting with the foot with each step taken (compare ).

E(17) viERL
{iE# relocate + 77 bamboo — relocate water by means of a (bamboo) *sieve* (compare fiii) —
*sift* — *screen in selecting™® («— sift out candidates).

foas) v
As per [E# (fine) + 5% thread — fine-meshed *cloth*.

o (16) 50
¥ # cut off + }ii} tripod kettle — small *tripod kettle* with a tapered mouth («— tapered mouth that
reduces flow « cut off).

o7 Vv
As per 2%# (luxuriant growth) + 4 metal — *hoe*; *plow* («— metallic implement for promoting
the growth of crops). Compare #H and %f.

B (10) ;M



As per H# (pile) + ™ net — *net for catching animals* (rabbits in particular), in which the captive
animals would be piled.

E (12) va; Lz ()
As per f5# (separate) + 7K water — *strain alcohol*, filtering out the lees/dregs (compare fi) —
*filtered alcohol*.

¥ (15) va;Lex
As per 15# (separate) + >K rice — separate germ and bran in preparing *white rice for an offering*
— *food/provisions*.

g a1
H. here an abbreviated form# of JH. take aim + FE tiger — tiger sizing up/taking aim at its prey —
*take aim™.

B (18) T=; /9003 (9)
Ji§# take aim + /. see — *observe*; *spy on*; *be on the watch for*.

VE (8) V;&ZIIL
As per “E# (create a pile) + - piled earth — earthen *steps* — *staircase* (particularly, one set to
the east side of a structure for non-public use, and by extension to the imperial throne).

FH(9) VL (82) ;@ (<)

H# pile + # severed bone/death — pile of severed bones, or of corpses — *die*.

(1) V;va
As per H# (plant matter) + 7K water — *vegetation at water's edge*. *Pickled vegetables*
(compare {&) is via reinterpretation of the constituent elements of this character.

#Ho(13) Viva, &
As per H# (pile) + 4 metal — *plow*; *hoe* («— piles of earth created in plowing/hoeing;
compare #% and #) — *eradicate* (< uproot in plowing/hoeing).

JE(10) V%7
As per £# (pile) +J cliff/shape indicator — pile of shavings created in engraving — *place atop*

(« place a knife atop an object being engraved); *polish* («— polish by placing one object atop
another) — *whetstone™.

BO(18) V;va; XL (X&)

F# rat/mouse + J illness — *phobia*; *morbid fear* (< rat-inspired dread). In Japan, and on
account of its constituent elements, the character has also been specifically applied to plague/Black
Death, a rat-borne disease.

BH (18) V156Xl H6T;25
As per [E# (fine) + H head — *jaw*; *lower jaw* (« finely chisled, lower part of the face).
*Gills* is a borrowed meaning via fiffl.



JE (5) va; /ey, O&
The relevant seal inscription form is /& leg/foot written in reverse, suggesting a pair of legs
pointing in opposite directions — *leg*. *Counter* (for animals or bolts of cloth) and *unit of

measurement™® (for lengths of cloth) are borrowed meanings via G, which also supplies the &>/
reading.

B (1) ¥;97;,29K(%)

As per “E# (create a pile): — *work*, in the form of making a pile by chopping/cutting — *make*;
*craft*; *change into*; *crop*. Compare {£l. Here, A has no semantic function, being used simply
to create a derivative character conveying meanings that dropped from the original one.

M (9) 7
As per “F# (create a pile) + H sun/day — figurative pile of days (compare ¥ and [Ff) — *past*;
*day/year before*. £ and #F likely were variants of each other that eventually diverged in usage.

Br 8) &%

Originally, X tree/wood + an element# (possibly a variant of “F, but now written as JT ax)
indicating cutting or chopping — split/*divide* wood by chopping it — *analyze* (« figurative
division of elements in analyzing).

F(10) V7
The relevant bronzeware inscription form combines the stalk of a hemp plant + fibers torn from the

stalk — separate the slender fibers of a hemp plant and pile them up. 3% adds > # thread — the
separate fibers of a *rope* or *cord* — *search (for)* («— separate in searching).

o Q) BRI el
The relevant oracle bone form of this character is H sun/day + a representation of one object

layered on another — passage of days/time (likened to a figurative piling up; compare Ff and If)
— *antiquity*; (previous) *night*.

H(10) v 2702 (0-0%)
As per £# (pile) + A person — person with piles of goods — *borrow*; *rent* (« receive
money, goods etc. from such a person) — *debt*; *loan*.

fE an xR Ln-Lip)

As per E# (pile) + [ heart/emotions — negative feelings piled in the heart, in the form of
*regret®, *disappointment®, lamentation etc. — *lament*; *reluctant® — (reluctant to)
*spare/grudge*. Also, *cherish*, *hold/regard dear*, and *precious* («— be loathe to part with), as
well as *pitiful* («— lament) and *wasteful* («— sparing/grudging).

& (6) Y7
As per &# (pile) + 4 metal — pile up layers of gold/silver in inlaying — *mix*; *intertwine* —
*disorder®; *mistake* («— irregular layering).

B (20) X
As per ## (pile) + 7T bamboo — pile inscribed bamboo tablets for preservation — *register*;
*document*; *book*; *write down*.



B (15) &%,
Variant# of [ (double/pile up) + 7K water — *tidelands*; *tidal flats* (where water laps upon
itself) — *lagoon*.

& (10) &

An abbreviated form# of Jif. (pile) + IfI cloth — pile seating mats on the ground/floor (for a feast)
— *mat®* — *rank*®; *post*; *position*; *seat* («— determining the placement of one's seating
mat). Also, *spread* (a mat) and *cushion*.

BF (13) &% ;d&
As per 7R (slender line) + /& leg/foot — trail of footprints (compare 3#5) — *footprint*; *traces*;
*tracks® — *mark*; *sign*; *site*. For "footprints," also compare &, 7% and .

= (11) &%, 8 ®3)

The relevant seal inscription form is Ji# (stab) + H commodities — the torment of *debts* piled
one atop another — *torture*®; *condemn*; *censure*; *urge*; *drive up*; *demand*.

H (16) &3, (Te-bv-b%)

As per B # (pile) + °K grain/rice — pile crops — *pile/heap up*; *load*; *accumulate® — *area*;
*bulk*; *store*; *save™*; *savings* — *intention*; *expectation*; *estimation* («— accumulation
of ideas).

wo(17) X
As per B # (pile) + 5% thread — *spin* or *intertwine* piled threads — *achievement* (« results
of spinning). For the conceptual link between achievements and a pile, compare /.

% (12) Y7
UR# thorn + 1T bamboo — sharp-pronged whip/stick for taming a horse. *Policy*, *plan*,
(bamboo) *slat*, *record* and *document* are all borrowed meanings (for bamboo writing slats,

compare fift).

it (5) B>
A depiction of a profusion of slender, inscribed bamboo slats of irregular length, bound with a cord
— *book™; *counter* (for books/magazines etc.) («— bamboo and wood as writing mediums). Note

a variant form .

7 o(6) vaZz; ;A

The relevant seal inscription form combines [2.# (spread) atop a second figure — two persons
copulating — *sex*; *lover*; *mistress* — *looks*; *appearance* («— motive factors stimulating
the sex drive) — *color* («— complexion «<— appearance).

B (10) Y70n&
As per H# (nose) + /L» heart/emotions — breathe through the nostrils in thythm with the beating of

the heart — *breath* — *live* — *give birth*; *increase*. Also, *stop™*; *rest* («— stops and starts
of steady breathing); *interest* («— increase); *son* («— give birth).

_ (9) V7



The relevant seal inscription form is an abbreviated form# of §# tripod kettle/cauldron + a knife

beside it for cutting food or other objects (compare #T). *Rule* and *law* are abstract, extended
meanings («— abide by/*follow* norms closely «<— be beside/in line with something) — *at once*;
*if so*.

Bl (1) Y7003

As per HI# (beside): — *side* — *move (toward)*; *lean*; *one of two facing sides* — *raise*
(« raise the head so as to face another person directly). Here, A has no semantic function, being
used simply to create a derivative character conveying meanings that dropped from the original one.

H(12) V75130 (D)
As per Hil# (beside) + 7K water — place oneself beside a body of water to *measure* its depth —
*predict™; *estimate*.

By (7 v7

The relevant bronzeware inscription form is [! # (kneeling figure) immediately beside (or,
depending on vantage point, opposite) a table piled high with food — *immediate* — *accession*
(«— draw into immediate proximity). *Namely* is a borrowed meaning.

g (13) V7
The relevant seal inscription form of the right-hand element is a variant# of 7% (seize goods). Hf
adds H commodities (for emphasis/clarification) — seize goods — *plunder*; *bandit*; *thief*.

FE (13) V7017 (K); 53(3%+<)
1+# pile of earth + the upper element of & (pile construction elements in raising a shelter) —

plug/fill holes in raising an earthen *fortress/fort* — *plug/dam up*; *stop (up)* — *fill*; *be
filled*.

H (10) ¥
The relevant seal inscription form combines F flesh with a representation# of a jagged *backbone*

(compare (=) — *back*; (a person's) *height*. Also, *ridge* (elevated in the middle, and depressed
on the sides).

wm (13) var

An abbreviated form of Z¢ barley/grain plus an element# depicting a granary — piles of
barley/grain in a granary — *stingy*; *sparing*; *grudging* («— be reluctant to part with stored
goods). Compare &.

IK (@) Y7;0ED (g 9<)

J " here an abbreviated form# of J& (engrave) + A person (— human agency) — angle a knife in
engraving — *incline toward*; *lean*®; *oblique*. Also, *faint* (adj.) («— obliquely visible «
oblique angle < lean). *Shabby* and *base* are borrowed meanings.

IR (6) Y7, FEi
The relevant oracle bone form of this character is X stand outstretched + two marks indicating the
two sides of the body — slender line of people standing outstretched — *also*; *again* («— one

person after another); *armpit* (< sides of the body). Compare Ji% and ;.



K (9 =X
As per J# (slender line) + K stand outstretched — slender line of people— *stretch on*. 2% was
devised to replace 7.

w(10) BX v
As per JR# (slender line) + & movement — trail of footprints (compare B) — *footprint*;
*traces*; *tracks* — *mark*®; *sign*; *site*. For "footprints," also compare &, 5% and H¢.

i (14) v7; kX
As per £# (pile) + 5 plow — create piles of earth in *plowing*. Compare ##% and #f.

(17 vy kX

As per #5# (pile) + Wil grass/plant — pile mats of woven grass (compare %) — *mat*. Later, the
term was applied to folding mats, *spread™® out for the same purpose of creating a sitting surface.
*Lend* is an extended meaning («— spread funds) — *borrow* («— receive spread funds). Also,
*trample™® («— trample grass to make an even sitting surface «— create a sitting surface). *Make
excuses* and *pretext® are borrowed meanings.

5 (12) vx7kx
£8 combines 5 bird + E# for the sound alone to simulate cawing (compare £ and f5) — a
Korean magpie. /& is a variant form of #5 that eventually came to indicate a type of wide-mouthed

and *double-soled shoe*, with the "pile" aspect of & lending an atavistic influence («— one sole
piled atop another). *Great/huge* and *dry beach/tidelands* are borrowed meanings.

¥ (10) B2

Yi# reverse + H moon — moon reversing its course in completing its cycle — (astronomical)
*conjunction™® («— return, creating a conjunction of beginning and end points). Also, *first day of
the (lunar) month*.

E 9 %
As per “F# (create a pile) + ‘K fire — *deep fry* numerous ingredients — *explode* (« crackle of
hot oil used in deep frying).

% (10) ¥ TIE (Fe-d%) 1 oIE (T %)

As per “E# (pile) + /< hole — create a *narrow* opening in a pile — *make narrow*.

5 (17 YT

As per Bi# (pile) + 7T bamboo — layered bamboo *mat* (compare #&) — *screen®; *blind*.

B O(18) X x/
As per & # (pile) + /& leg/foot — tread upon *footprints* in following one who has gone ahead,
creating a figurative pile — *follow (a precedent/rule)*; *trace one's steps*. Also, *site* and

*remains* («— vestiges; compare f and 3, as well as % and H#{).

it (9) V7 ;LBH

As per fiit# (bamboo slats) + A tree/wood — enclosing *fence* made of wooden/bamboo slats —



*palisade*; *weir* — *obstacles*; *bondage™.

M (14) V7
As per E# (breathe) + ‘X fire — breathe/blow upon a fire to *extinguish* it — *cease*; *perish*.

Bl (12) 25V 7,060%
As per Hil# (beside) + /' building — *toilet* beside a residence — *mingle* (« toilet used in
common).

M (12) v
As per HI# (beside) + /[ heart/emotions — figuratively stand beside another person — *have keen
sympathy for* (another); *be sad* (for another).

w11 kB

Hr# divide + 7K water — *wash rice* to divide grain from extraneous matter — *washed rice*.

B/ (13) &*
Hr# divide + 1 white — *white* (< hue against which colors are distinctly divided).

i (12) &%
Hr# divide + H sun/day — divide by making *clear* distinctions — *obvious*. It is also possible
that W7 was devised as a variant form of % white, with clarity likened to bright sunlight.

W (14) &%

Hr# divide + H. insect/creature — neatly segmented *lizard*.

% (10) Tar
The top element# combines FH here an abbreviated form of & (cut weeds in a field) + JL person

(— human agency) — prepare a field for plowing. % adds X leg/foot pointed downward (— drag)
— create piles of soil in dragging a *plow™.

B 15 varz; g’
As per Z# (pile) + 7K grain/rice — piles of grain — *millet*. & also has been used as a reference
to a grain deity; note a variant form & with 715 altar/the supernatural replacing 7K.

17 var,;var
As per Z2# (pile) + & words — pile/stack of written works (such as on bamboo tablets/slats:
compare £& and ffft) — *rise* (« stack that rises) — *arise*.

#(12) F7vxs

As per E# (pile) + JT ax — *cut* into pieces, forming a pile — *cut off*.

o(13) V7w 07
As per £# (pile) + ¥ pike/halberd — *spear* with multiple heads (compare %) — *fishing
spear* (compare F).



(15 Y750
As per £# (pile) + P alcohol container — foodstuffs piled for preservation in *vinegar*. Compare

E.

H:

g (12) &%
As per E# (pile) + K flesh — piles of dried/preserved meat at *year-end sacrificial rites* (compare
fi§) — *dried meat*.

£ (15) %5 (1)
As per E# (pile) + & leg/foot — footprints figuratively piled atop each other in treading/trampling
the same spot — *tread*; *trample*. Compare Hif.

it (23) Y7
As per £# (pile) + B teeth — *chew* (« figurative pile created by repeated motion in the same
spots in mastication; compare H.).

B (17 Y7 r x0T
As per £# (pile) + 1T bamboo — bamboo *fishing spear* piled with multiple heads (compare 7#)
— *fish with a spear®.

TE (8) %2
As per “E# (create a pile) + /[» heart/emotions — cumulative, negative emotions (compare | and
H) — *be ashamed*.

E 9 V7

As per E# (create a pile) + & movement — pile rising ever higher — *rise* — *press upon*.

& (13) Y7

YE# make/craft + 17 bamboo — craft a rope from bamboo strips — *bamboo rope*.

g (14) H7

E# torment + [1 mouth — *torment* orally — *argue*; *noisy*.

# (13) &*
As per B # (pile) + /] power/energy — *meritorious deed*; *achievements*; *exploits* («—
figurative pile of deeds/achievements). For the conceptual link between achievements and a pile,

compare f&5.

& (16) &%, 7bhb
As per & # (pile) + A stone — piled rocks at water's edge — *rocky banks/shoreline* — *sandy
plain®.

#® (13) &
As per F# (jagged) + 1 earth — rocky (= jagged), *barren soil*.

B (15) %0 (83)



As per F# (jagged backbone) + 7 illness — *emaciated* (to the point that one's backbone shows);
*grow thin*; *slender*®. *Barren soil* is a borrowed meaning via 1.

B 17 &%, ix7
As per F# (jagged) + & leg/foot — *take short, irregular steps*; *walk stealthily*.

R (8) Y7ivar;hite(K)
JK# incline toward + H sun/day — *the sun in the late afternoon sky*; *setting sun* («— incline
toward the western horizon).

W14 Y7122
As per #ll# (conjunction of beginning and end points) + A tree/wood — *long-handled lance*. (A
type of) *board game* (or the *board* itself) is based on a reinterpretation of the constituent

elements of this character as K tree/wood + ## (full cycle).

fs (18) va”
As per #5# (grain piled in a granary) + K grain/rice — *place harvested grain in a granary*; *grain
awaiting placement in a granary* — *agricultural work*.

Wo(13) % LA
Jii# mat + Pl grass/plant (for emphasis/clarification) — (straw) *mat*; *matting* — *spread
wide*.

(1) V7 LA
As per ffi# (bamboo slats) + 17 bamboo — bamboo *weir* («— contraption of bamboo slats;
compare ffit).

g (14) V7
As per & # (pile) + 111 cloth — *turban* («— cloth piled upon the head).

e (15) var;yr
E[1# a variant of Bl (immediately beside) + H. insect — insect with multiple pairs of aligned legs.
The compound $E/#H refers to a centipede.

il (20) BX;var VTS5
E[1# a variant of B[] (immediately beside) + £ fish — variety of *carp* whose habitat is shallow
waters (beside land's edge).

I (6) *av

JT- ax + [_# enclosure — create a finely crafted enclosure — *craftsman*; *master*.

B (10) Y7i<b
An abbreviated form# of & food/eating + [ | circular enclosure — make tall piles of freshly
harvested grain/crops in a *storehouse* (compare Jik).

Bl (12) Y7 ; 2K (%)



As per B# (pile) + JJ sword/knife — start on woodworking, creating a pile of shavings (compare
/E) — *start upon* — *create*.

) Yvvav;bn

H here an abbreviated form# of 44 (observe) + A tree/wood — eyes focused on an object
(establishing a *mutual* relation between observer and observed) — *together®; *watch*; *assist™;
*assistant™; *shape®*; *appearance®* — (grammatical) *voice*; *emphatic verbal prefix*. Also,
*minister* («— one who assists a ruler).

13 Vv
FH# mutual + /[ heart/emotions — thoughts one harbors with respect to an object — *thought*;
*idea*.

FO(15) Tav;Yvusids
FH# mutual + 17 bamboo — bamboo baskets hung from both sides of a vehicle — *box*;
*container™.

(17 YUsLlb

FH# mutual + [N rain/natural phenomena — pillars of *frost*, facing each other.

## (18) Y7 ;57- Shinjitai W (4)

The top element# is ££ short, squat bird (doubled) — one bird facing another. # adds X
hand/action indicator — *pair* of birds taken in hand — *two*; *counter for pairs of objects*;
*match*.

(12 YU
The relevant seal inscription form is T_# dead + 5& cry/wail — prolonged lamentation for the
deceased — *mourn*.

g (17) V'7;<05 Shinjitai & (15)
As per JE# (tall) + ¥ grass/plant — tall piles of crops in a *storehouse* (compare £) — *put
in/away*; *hide* — *possess™* («— possess the contents of a storehouse).

& (21) ~'7  Shinjitai ik (19)
As per jiii# (pile) + Kl flesh — the body's vital organs, conceived of as being piled one atop the
other — *organ*.

% (12) Y730t (2)
St# death between Pfi grass/plant at top and at bottom — *bury* a corpse by piling earth atop it.

BE (12) vav
As per J£# (earthen storehouse) + K rice — storehouse containing rice. *Adorn (oneself)* and
*make up* are borrowed meanings.

- (7) V7 Shinjitai H: (6)

As per |/ # (long and slender) + - male — tall and neat male — *manhood*; *strength*.



AE (10) Y7;2av  Shinjitai £ (9)
As per jfI:# (tall and neat) + M grass/plant — tall plant. *Solemnity*, *village*, *villa*, *store*,
*shop* and *storage barn* are all borrowed meanings (for "storage barn," compare ji& and &).

#E (13) Yv;vav; LB (WD) Shinjitai 2 (12)
As per jfI:# (tall and neat) + 4X clothing — sartorial neatness — *dress neatly*; *decorate oneself*;
*mode of dress*; *equipment®* — *decorate*; *disguise™®; *pretend*.

# (11) =7  Shinjitai [ (10)
As per | /| # (long and slender) + an element combining A flesh and ~}" hand/action indicator —
long, slender finger extended to prod others forward — *lead*; *command* (« point/lead the way

with a finger or with a long, thin object: compare #5) — *hold an object in the hand*; *deal with*;
*carry out*®; *take™; *by means of* — *be about to* («— hold an object in the hand and set it in
place in preparation for the next action).

#& (14) a7 Shinjitai $E (13)
As per J1¥# (prod forward) + K stand outstretched — extend the arms in prodding others forward
— *encourage*; *promote*.

w7 vav

As per | /H # (long and slender) + K dog/beast — long, slender dog/beast. *Situation* and
*conditions* are borrowed meanings — *form*; *letter*; *describe*; *express* («— document
reporting on conditions).

K (7)) vav;&Z;dnh

] here a variant of A # long, wooden sleeping pallet + A tree/wood — *bed* (compare #K) —
*floor*; *stool* («— things on which it is possible to sleep) — *ground*; *stratum®* (« "bed" in
figurative senses); *alcove® (« shelf board shaped like a bed/sleeping pallet) — *barber* (« stool
on which a customer sits while having his hair cut). *Tasteful* and *elegant® are borrowed
meanings.

H (8) BAvavbk ;b ()
The relevant bronzeware inscription form combines “£# (fresh grass shoots) + HH/#f (pure well
water) — grass that is fresh, clean and pure — *green*; *blue* — *youth*; *immaturity*. In dual-

element characters, & may also appear in the form 7.

& (1) vav;&A72307))

As per H# (clean/pure) + :[» heart/emotions — pure emotion, in the form of *compassion*,
*sympathy*, *pity* or *charity* — *truth*; *circumstances* («— true feelings expressing a
situation exactly as it is).

H (1) BAvay; &R0 £5-05-60)

As per H# (clean/pure) + 7K water — *pure* water — *clear*; *clean*; *purify*. *Cool* is a
borrowed meaning. The reading >~ refers to the Manchu Dynasty (1644-1911). Note the variant
form 7.

E (12) &A1 nD)



As per F# (clean/pure) + H sun/day — *clear day* — *clear up*. Note the variant form fif.

¥ (14) &A;vav

As per F# (clean/pure) + K rice — extract the *essence* of rice in polishing it — *refine/polish*;
*spirit* — *semen* («— essence); *elaborate*; *detailed* («— refining process). Note the variant
form #.

i (15) BA59F2);209)

7 here an abbreviated form# of 1 pity + & words — *request* pity/charity — *ask*; *beg*.
Also, *receive®; *undertake® and *(sub)contract™ («— receive a request and undertake to respond),
as well as *redeem* (« fulfill a pledge/undertaking).

5 (8) Yv;H5Z (W 9)  Shinjitai F (6)
The relevant seal inscription form is JI\ claw/hand + an element# combining a horizontal line

symbolizing an object with X hand/action indicator — two parties tugging on a long, thin object —
*struggle*®; *compete*; *argue®; *fight*.

7% (11) a7  Shinjitai & (9)
7K water + 5% here an abbreviated form# of ## calm/peaceful — calm, *pure* waters — *purify*
— (Buddhist) *Pure Land*.

W (16) BA ;v av; L9 (hF5-5)  Shinjitai & (14)
4% struggle + 77/ # (clean/pure) — *bring peace*; *calm*; *quiet*; *soothe*; *appease*;
*quell*; *still*; *standstill*; *peaceful* («— calm a struggle).

fa (12) Tav
A tripling of H sun, suggesting the *brightness* of multiple suns. *Crystal* derives from the
compound 7K .

H @ 'L Tavn

A depiction of a deep, slender *well*. ¥ is a variant form of .

A5 av; 00T E5005) 0 (Ens ) ;B O) ;XK 1L (25H-°7)

The relevant seal inscription form is an abbreviated form# of ¥ grass/plant + +- earth — fresh,
slender grass shoots — *birth*; *life* — *new?*; *fresh™*; *sprout*; *raw*; *alive*; *by nature*;
*youth™®; *unripe®; *pure*; *bear fruit*; *spare a life*; *bring back to life*; *make use of*; *make
a living*; *be/remain valid*; *arrange flowers/plants*; *grow*; *undiluted*.

BE(8) Savito
E# birth; life + 2 woman — blood relations at birth — *surname*; *family name* (« certitude
pertaining to an infant's maternal lineage).

M 8) vav,keAa
A=4# birth; life + /L» heart/emotions — one's inborn nature — *character*; *nature*; *sex*;
*gender* — *essence®.

o9 A



A:# birth; life + 4+ cow — sacrificial cow offered for the renewal of life — *sacrifice*.

2 9) &A1l
The relevant seal inscription form is gt# (brightness) + 4= (fresh) — fresh, bright, invigorating
starlight — *star*. 2 is a scribal form simplification.

B9 BAvay;mnzh(BD);1E5sK)

H eye + ) here a variant of 4=# (slender grass shoots) — narrow the eyes in observing (compare
f5) — *inspect minutely* — *ponder*; *inquire*; *confirm*. *Reduce* and *omit* are borrowed
meanings — *governmental office*; *unit of an administrative district® (« local authority of
reduced/lesser power «— centralized power of the ruler).

w15 Y5 (2507) (5D L+7) Shinjitai H# (14)
As per f3# (pile) + £ earth — pile earth — *pile up*; *add (to)*; *increase*; *gain*; *multiply*
— *breed*; *extra*; *increasingly*; *more and more*.

J& (14) Y7 (Shinjitai)

Originally as per f# (pile) + /7 shape indicator suggesting the upper part of a building (a roof or a
drop curtain/banner) — *house with multiple layers of roofing* — *layer* — *pile up*; *stratum?*;
*class*; *counter* (for stories of buildings).

M (14) VK WO n3BLAeTe-HLLY)  (Shinjitai)
Originally as per f# (pile) + /[» heart/emotions — emotions that pile upon each other, in the form
of hatred, detestation etc. — *hate*; *detest*; *loathe* — *animosity™®; *be jealous*.

I (18) Y'7;3< (%) (Shinjitai)

Originally as per &# (pile) + H commodities — a pile of gifts/offerings — *give/present*.

A @) vav
A depiction of a long and slender, wooden sleeping pallet — *long, wooden sleeping pallet*
(compare fi") — *piece of wood*.

k(1) VU, Sb (DY)

The relevant oracle bone form of this character is X stand outstretched + an X on both sides of the
chest# — clear the heart and body of impurities — *clear*; *refreshing* (compare {f§ and 73).
Later, each of the X marks was replaced by # well, with the present form in turn replacing the -
elements with 3.

JE (6) vav; Vv

A simplified, variant form of jif storage barn — *farmhouse* — *manor* — *village*.

(12) ;Y0703 (T0)

A depiction of a cooking pot with a steaming basket atop, from which slender wisps of steam arise
and figuratively pile upon each other — *once*; *before*; *at one time*; *formerly* («— prior «—
prior wisp of steam).

B (13) Vv



As per B# (pile) + /[» heart/emotions — *sorrowful* (« heart filled with sorrow) — *sad*.

B (13) Vv
As per B# (pile) + M grass/plant — piled, freshly cut grass — *green*; *blue* («<— deep color of
freshly cut grass) — *pale™ («— stored, faded grass).

B (14) Yo
As per B# (pile) + K tree/wood — wooden weapon with multiple (= a pile of) heads (compare 7£)
— *spear*; *javelin*; *lance*. Compare also #f.

B (15) YU;0E;KE
As per B# (pile) + 7 illness — *swelling*, *tumor*, *boil* or *scab* piled on the skin. Compare
JH. and JIE.

fig (16) Y

& # storehouse + fi- boat — *hold* (of a ship).

¥ (18) YR
As per B# (pile) + 4> metal — metallic weapon with multiple (= a pile of) heads (compare 7) —
*spear*; *javelin*; *lance*. Compare also #8, as well as the made-in-Japan character .

# (14) vav
As per ## (long and slender) + ' grass/plant — long and slender reed — *water oat™*; *wild
rice*.

B(14) Vv
As per %# (long and slender) + . retainer — tall retainer — (male) *servant®; *good* (« skilled
servant).

i (15) vav
As per ## (long and slender) + 7K water — liquid poured in a long, slender trail (compare %) —
(thick) *liquid substance* — *general term for drinks*.

(5) BA;vav

A variant of F+ well, the mark in the middle indicating water — *sound* made by an object striking
the (water at the) bottom of a well. In Japan, 7 came to be reinterpreted as a serving vessel filled
with rice (£ /.50 = a bowl of rice topped with vegetables, seafood and/or meat).

g (9 A
H# well + 7< hole — *pit* in which to *trap* animals.

% (13) &
As per /5 # (clean/pure) + H eye — the (limpid) *pupil* of the eye.

¥E (13) &A1
T here an abbreviated form# of #i# calm/peaceful + 37. stand — stand still/at ease — *tranquil*;



*at ease™; *peaceful*.

5 (14) A
As per i/ # (clean/pure) + H insect. The compound 1 refers to a cricket (insect that produces
a clean, strong calling sound), while 515 is a dragonfly (with transparent wings).

i (16) Tav; SV EVN(D)
As per 7i7/5# (clean/pure) + 4 metal — clean(-colored) ore. *Rust*, *tarnish* and *become
rusty/tarnished* are via a Japanese reinterpretation of this character («— metal turned bluish-black

with time; compare 4 and fif).

fii (19) 133
T/ # blue/green (— bluish black; compare J# and #f) + £ fish — variety of *mackerel* the
back of which is bluish-black.

WO(19) Yav,kAe5h
i## calm; peaceful + 7K water — calm *pool* (in a river) — *pure*; *clean* (« still, limpid
water).

B (15) V
Fit# pass through + i grass/plant — plant with loosely bunched shoots, allowing the passage of air
and water. The compound 57 % refers to vegetables or greens in general.

K (8 vav;Vvu

A # long, wooden sleeping pallet + K tree/wood — (long and thin) wooden *bed* — wooden
*stand*, *chair* or *couch*. Also, *wood floor*. Compare FK. Logically, the classifier for &
should be /K, but it is traditionally given as 7 .

& (13) av
As per 75# (granary) + A long, wooden sleeping pallet (— long, wooden object) — long wooden
*fence* extending around a granary — *hedge®; *wall*.

# (16) vav;varz;yy
An abbreviated form# of /% (extend) + Y grass/plant — long-stemmed plant. The compound #57%
indicates a rose.

% (17) Tav;iEiELs
An abbreviated form# of /f% (extend) + K tree/wood — *mast*. The connection with boats is more
evident in the variant form ffi%, which substitutes Ji- boat for /<.

WO(12) Tav;,tA

As per 2# (bright) + K dog/beast — imaginary animal with a bald, shiny pate and human-like
face, for which (a particular species of) *orangutan® may or may not have been the original
inspiration.

I (13) Tav; A RECS(W)Y)

As per f£# (invigorating) + Al flesh — the pungent, invigorating *smell of raw meat* — *rank



odor* — *fishy*.

BE (16) A& (ET-0D)
As per 2# (invigorating) + P& alcohol — invigorating tonic that allows one to wake/sober up —
*wake up*; *sober up*; *open one's eyes*; *see clearly™*.

(1) vav
As per “E# (fresh) + 77 bamboo — bamboo instrument producing a fresh sound — *flute*; *reed
instrument™®.

12 vav;eA B0
/E# birth; life + % man/male — male child (born to a sister), i.e. *nephew*. Also, *son-in-law*
(adopted into a family). In Japanese, £ indicates the male child of a brother as well.

g (11) Yvivav
Z## (long and thin) + [l mountain — the long, thin ridge of a *steep* and rugged *mountain* —
*high*.

FO(15) YU av, nEn(o) ; nE(05)

Z5# struggle + 5 words — *quarrel®; *argue* — *remonstrate*; *dispute*.

i (16) YU, ZLE
As per f# (steaming pot) + LL tile/earthenware — earthenware *rice steaming pot*. &f, was
devised to replace & after & acquired its extended meanings.

7 Vv
As per 2# (pile) + % arrow — *arrow* piled with arrowheads (compare F# and %), used for
downing birds.

o8 Vv

As per &# (pile) + 5% thread — a pile of woven fabrics — *silk*.

B 12) Vv
B# storehouse + A person — servant assigned to a (rural) storehouse — *rural dweller* —
*base*; *low™.

B/ (13) YU,vay
As per B# (pile) + T hand/action indicator — pile plundered goods — *plunder*. Compare .
*Thrust/poke* is a borrowed meaning.

| (13) Vv
& here an abbreviated form# of & green/blue + /K water — pure (blue) water (compare J# and
1F) — *blue*; (dark) *green*. Also, *ocean* (< blue water) and *cold* (« pure, cold water).

B a7 Vv
As per B# (pile) + /& leg/foot — *move* (rapidly), piling up the number of steps taken. *Stagger*
is a borrowed meaning.



i (12) vav; OSL

FH# mutual + ] building — (rooms in a) *wing*, aligned with those opposite — *side room*. In
Japan, the character also refers to an (overhang attached to) *eaves*. It also indicates a
*passageway®*, generally under the eaves (or extension of the eaves) of the main roof, that partially
or completely encloses the main part of a building.

Il 20) YU, b
As per Fe# (facing pillars) + % woman — *widow* (likened to one in a pair of pillars left
standing).

fii (10) &> ;&A;2620
As per Ti/5# (clean/pure) + A person — *male of fine character* — *son-in-law*. Also,

*beautifully formed mouth* (displayed when smiling/laughing). * Attentive(ly)* and *careful(ly)*
are borrowed meanings.

# 11) 'Avay
T/ # blue/green + I grass/plant — *turnip* (with deep green leaves; compare the original sense
of &) — *flower of a variety of leek*; *flowery*.

g (10) vav;, vy
As per jl1:# (tall and neat) + K great — *large*; *stout*.

¥ (14) vavsb
An abbreviated form# of % (long skirt) + 4% clothing (for emphasis/clarification) — *skirt*.

M (7) vav
A here an abbreviated form# of % (sartorial neatness) + 2 woman — woman dressing/adorning
herself — *dress/adorn oneself*; (wear) *make-up*.

PE (12) &A1;3E(5)
An abbreviated form# of £ wake up + /[» heart/emotions — *become enlightened*; *wise* («
awaken to reality). Compare 2.

W (1) &A1 ;2av;H65 (d) 13-

*E# (fresh) + the pennant/banner element described in it — *pennant* composed of a string of
vivid (= freshly colored) feathers — *make clear/evident™* (someone's meritorious deeds) —
*express®.

wo®) Yviiay
As per F# (deep) + 7} as described in %2 (double-edged sword) — cut deeply in wounding —
*wound* — *commence/begin* («— commence an operation by cutting).

Wo(22) YUiYT
An abbreviated form# of ji& (pile) + H commodities — a pile of *stolen goods* (compare &) —
*bribery*. Compare H.



o @8) av;2Z72(09)
As per A # (long and slender) + X spear/halberd — long, slender weapon such as a pole or spear,
used to *wound*, *maim* or *kill*.

Woas)y vav
FH# mutual + 5% thread — *light yellow* cloth used to produce copies of manuscripts («— duplicate
copy «— mutual).

i (16) av
Abbreviated form# of % fence/wall + 2 woman — enclosure for females of the court — *female
retainer®; *female servant*.

BE (18) A Tav; Wb e

E# birth; life + F rat/mouse — *weasel* («<— creature with comparatively large litters).

(11) &A1 ;0%
As per 7i/5# (clean/pure) + [ circular enclosure — *latrine*. The association of
cleanliness/purity with a latrine is of course a euphemistic one.

wo(15) BA;8ERB0)
As per /5 # (clean/pure) + 5. (affix one's sight on) — *adorn* oneself to appear beautiful («—
clean/pure) to others — (put on) *makeup*; *ornament oneself*.

i (13) &A1;vav
Z## (long and thin) + H eye — narrow the eyes in observing (compare %) — *observe*; *watch*.

a6 Vv
As per F# (pile) + K tree/wood — wood piled to create a platform serving as a primitive
*dwelling*. Compare 5.

wWo(12) Yv;vav
FH# mutual + 7K water — name of a river in present-day *Hunan Province*. Legend had it that the
river was protected by a pair of goddesses.

% (18) vav
As per J%# (long and slender) + P4 alcohol container — fermented, viscous liquid that forms a long,

slender trail when poured — (viscous) *sauce*; *sticky/gooey food*. The compound %% H

indicates soy sauce. ¥ is a variant form.

B YUY
A variant of & (*once*; *before*; *at one time*; *formerly*).

Wo(14) B
As per §JT# (cut) + 7K water — partially cut the flow of water (compare /%% and Ji) penetrating a
crevice (compare i%) — *gradual* (« partial/gradual cut) — *gradually*.

w15 Vv



As per §J7# (cut) + H sun/day — a figurative cut in days/time — *temporary*; *provisional* —
(after a) *long time*.

## (23) > Shinjitai & (17)
As per ## (slender/fine) + 5% thread — *slender*, *fine* thread.

= (3) Y H (Do)
Three slender lines = *three*. In Chinese, "three" often suggests a group, or many; compare this
sense in the cognate terms 2% and £f.

¥ 1) vk dE
As per Z# (hair-like pattern) + K tree/wood — tree with needle-like leaves — *cryptomeria*;
*Japanese cedar*.

2 (11) ¥ F (%) Shinjitai & (8)

The relevant bronzeware inscription form combines Z# (hair fully layered over the head) + a
depiction of a young woman with three slender hairpins thrust deep into and commingling with her
hair (compare 7 and %) — *three* — *join*; *mix*; *meet* (< groups of three people
commingling in coming, going or visiting «— three pins commingled in the hair) — *come*; *go*;
*visit*; *obey*. As with &, =X, and 5, this character is used as a substitute for the usual number
(in this case, —.) in documents as a precaution against forgery.

7B (14) Yo AL () Shinjitai B (11)
As per 2%# (commingle) + /[» heart/emotions — mixed, painful emotions — *pain*; *misery*;
*piteous™; *wretched*.

F(12) b0
H# forest + K tree/wood — dense growth of slender trees encompassing a settlement, sacred
place etc. — *forest*; *woods*.

= 9) RN

The right-hand element# is a variant of the right-hand element as described in ¢ (penetrate). {Z
adds A person (— human agency) — penetrate enemy territory in invading — *invade*; *violate*;
*infringe* (on). Also, *seep in* (compare 7=).

% (10) 2O (F-5)
As per the right-hand element# of 12 (penetrate) + 7K water — water that penetrates thoroughly —
*immersion*; *soak®; *flood*; *steep™®; *moisten®; *wet™*.

Z (14) o4 -%) Shinjitai & (13)
The addition of ~** roof/building to /% (deep) indicated a room crammed deep into the corner of a

house. fi# combines an abbreviated form# of this element + A long, wooden sleeping pallet — *lie
down*/*sleep* in a *back/inner room* — *lay down*; *go to bed*. Also, *leave* (unused).

D @) v, 2z
A depiction of a slender object encompassed in the *heart* of another object — *mind*; *breast*;
*center®; *core*; *thought*; *consideration*®; *meaning®; *taste®; *spirit*; *sincerity*; *emotion*;



*feelings™.

B (15) By O (F5H305) ;1< (D) Shinjitai # (15)

B# is B deep penetration + H say/speech indicator — utterance that penetrates deeply. 7 adds 7K
water — penetrate deep into water in diving/submerging — *dive/submerge™ — *lurk*®; *hide* («—
lie in wait in deep concealment) — *conceal*; *secret®; *latent*. Also, *hush*, *lower one's
voice*, and *get/crawl into* (becoming hidden). Note that there is no etymological relation

between the Shinjitai # and the character %%,

= (10) Yo hnz
Abbreviated form# of 7 attach + M insect/creature — earthworm(s) attached to the ground by
setae (bristles). However, 7% has been used as an abbreviated form of & since the Tang Dynasty.

£ is as per B as described in & (deep penetration) + H insect/creature (doubled) — *silkworm*
(deeply ensconced in a cocoon).

Z (3) Huskr
A depiction of fine strands of hair, deeply rooted in the scalp they cover — *pattern* («— the pattern
of hair on a scalp).

R(6) B e (D)
K here an abbreviated form# of 2% (slender hairpins) + /]» small — slender object with a *sharp*
point — *pointed*.

B (14) BHY
& here a variant form# of g5 (stick-like implement) + 4 metal — *sharp*, metal *harpoon* —
*plow* (with sharp prongs). Compare #.

@ (1) Yo PesE ()
Abbreviated form# of 7 divide + B vehicle — employ (the weight, the wheels etc. of) a vehicle to
divide/cut — *chop*/*sever*; *kill* (by beheading).

#o(14) Y
As per §JT# (cut) + 1= earth — cut a *trench*, *ditch* or *moat* into the earth.

o (19) Yo7

As per §JT# (cut) + 4 metal — *engraving tool*; *chisel*.

£ @4 v
The relevant seal inscription form is a depiction of a slender *hairpin* (compare & and %), one
thrust deep into the hair. Distinguish £ from & and 7.

BE(8) v
E# (hairpin penetrating the hair) doubled — *deep penetration* of a tight space by a *sharp and
slender* object.

B (14) v v
As per B# as described in ¥ (deep penetration) + A person (— human agency) — exceed one's



jurisdiction in penetrating the territory of others — *usurp* — *presumption®. f& is a variant form.

B (18) v mhASL
As per B# as described in # (deep penetration) + 17 bamboo — bamboo *hairpin* that penetrates
deep into the hair (compare £8) — *wear/insert* (a hairpin); *ornamental hairpin*.

#, 17 B
The element minus 3E combines M, a variant form of 7 (people in close formation) + X
spear/halberd — use the tip of a long, slender weapon in prodding a line of captives to keep

moving. To this element# (long and slender), # adds JE leek — tall and slender/fine *leek* or
*wild scallion* (compare ).

W (20) Yo
As per ## (slender/fine) + /L» heart/emotions — fine sensibility, in the form of *remorse* or
*repentance™.

(21 '
As per ## (slender/fine) + & severed bone/death — cut enemies into fine pieces — *massacre*;
*annihilate*.

% (23) B <U
As per ## (slender/fine) + 77 bamboo — slender pieces of bamboo used as markers or lots in
divination — *marker*; *lot* — *lottery*.

B (14) v L(H5)
As per 22# (commingle) + 7K water — liquid that seeps in or soaks through (compare fff, % and
T8) — *seep*; *soak*; *permeate*; *infiltrate™.

) B4
As per /.[:# (heart of an object) + §f grass/plant — *pith* (center) of a soft rush plant — *center*.

m (13) kv
Originally, an abbreviated form of 5 # (contain) + a variant form of M as described in 7 (people
in close formation) — assemble people and contain them in close formation — *everyone*; *all*.

w (19) v
As per ft# (assemble) + 7T bamboo — assemble inscribed slats and place them in a *bamboo
basket*. Also, *sign* («— inscribed slat used as a sign) — *signature*.

8 (17 Brvr
Two rabbits, one piled atop and concealing the other in copulation — *greedy* («— sexual
desire/greediness) — *cunning*; *crafty™ («— use cunning in satisfying one's desires).

B (19) Yo
As per £8# (pile) + A person (— human agency) — create a pile — *be mixed/disorderly* («
uneven pile) — *stupid* («— stupidity in creating an uneven pile).



g (20) Yo
As per £# (pile) + LI mountain — *steep* and *rugged* mountain with ridges of uneven height
— *high*. Compare .

# (20)
As per £8# (pile) + T hand/action indicator — *support* another person's arm by placing a hand
under it — *help*; *assist*.

% (23) Y
As per £6# (pile) + 5& thread — thread/fabric protruding from a pile just *a little*. Also, *just now*
and *at last™* («— just now/finally protrude).

(25 s PusoR
As per £8# (pile) + 4> metal — implement that creates a pile — *spade*; *chisel*. For "chisel,"
compare L.

% 26) VP besIZ (D)
£&# greedy; cunning + & food/eating — *gluttony* («<— greediness for food) — *greed*.

4) oY

£2# + =. # is a variant form of 3% *slander* — *defamation*.

(19 vy
As per B# as described in 7 (deep penetration) + 5 words — deeply penetrating *slander*.

= (14) vy
As per 22# (commingle) + i grass/plant — plant with labyrinthine roots. The compound A2
(carrot, or as F/fif A\ 25, Korean ginseng) is now written A2,

B (15 v
As per 22# (commingle) + K tree/wood — *thicket*; *thickly intertwined branches*.

3¢ (15) Vv
As per 22# (commingle) + =& hair/fur — thickly intertwined, *long strands of hair, fur or feathers*
— *scraggly* fur.

2 17 Yoy
As per 2X# (slender hairpins) + 7 bamboo — *bamboo hairpin*. Compare %.

B a7 o
As per 2# (commingle) + K rice — *porridge* of rice *mixed* with meat and vegetables.
Compare ff.

B2 (21) Yo
R4 three + J§ horse — *vehicle drawn by three horses*. Also, *the outer two horses in a four-
horse team*, as well as *ride together/alongside* (in protection).



# (14) Yo vr
As per #Ji# (cut) + |1/ mountain — *steep* (peak cut into a) mountain — *high*; *rugged*.
Compare g,

(15 Y
As per §J7# (cut) + /L» heart/emotions — feel as though one's heart has been cut — *feel ashamed*;
*shame*. For other types of emotional pain among cognate terms in Old Chinese, compare 2 and

Ar%‘z-

(15 Y Husku s
As per §i# (cut) + A tree/wood — wood cut into a *tablet* — *printing block*.

% (20) &Lk (W)

As per ## (slender/fine) + 2 woman — *slender*; *delicate*; *fine* (« slender woman).

(24 v
Abbreviated form# of % (divination markers/lots) + & words — *omen*; *prophecy*.

# (16) '
1## advance + H sun — *advance*/procession of the *rising sun* — *proceed*.

i (7) s L(AD)
As per /[ (heart of an object) + 7K water — liquid that seeps into/penetrates the heart of an object
— *penetrate*®; *seep/soak into*.

#E(15) vy
FE# extreme + 2K rice — *rice porridge* filled to the point of overflowing with meat and

vegetables (compare #3). Also, a *dish composed of boiled food into which rice (powder) is
mixed*.

HO(15) v vuED
Pi# extensive + i grass/plant — *mushroom* with a spreading, concealing cap.

% (8) v
Z # (hair-like) pattern + 4< clothing — *thin garment* (with a pattern resembling strands of hair).
Also, a *sleeveless garment*.

5 (7)) v
Abbreviated form# of {% (invade) + }& horse — *galloping horse(s)* carrying an invading cavalry.

¥ (15) Toser &3 (1)
As per the right-hand element# of /% (penetrate) + 4> metal — knife tip that penetrates metal in
carving — *carve*,

e (16) 2 ~D5H(9)



As per f# (assemble) + [ heart/emotions — *crafty* assemblage of words designed to captivate
another person's heart — *flatter*.

7 18 '
As per $£# (deep penetration) + £ tripod cooking vessel — *cooking vessel*, the smaller lower
portion penetrating the larger upper portion.

# 11 'y HSO)  Shinjitai # (9)
As per =2# (fine/slight) + 7K water — place where water runs thin (compare %) — *shallow* —
*light/pale®; *slight*; *little®; *few™*.

B (12) ;02 (9+5)  Shinjitai 5% (10)
As per Z2# (fine/slight) + % severed bone/death — cut/strip flesh from bones, leaving only a slight
remainder — *remain®; *leave behind*; *be left over* — *remainder*; *run short*; *small*; *cut

into* — *cruel* (« cruel enough to cut/slash another; compare 7% and #f).

B (12) ¥ Shinjitai £ (10)
As per Z2# (fine/slight) + A tree/wood — (object made of) fine pieces of wood — *jetty*; *frame*
(of a sliding door); *fence* («— constructions made of small pieces of wood joined together).

B (15) > Shinjitai % (13)
As per =2# (fine/slight) + /& leg/foot — take fine steps (compare Hij) — *step*/*tread* (on) —
*put into practice*®; *perform™ («— trample an object for a specific purpose).

8 (16) > ;#IZ Shinjitai £ (14)
As per =2# (fine/slight) + <& metal — small/fine pieces of metal — coinage — *money*;
*change™; (type of) *unit of money?*.

Boas) '

%€ is per 35# (fine/slight) + 5% thread — fine *thread*. #% is a variant form with the same core
meaning as #& but with the associated nuance of "slender line" — *line* — *clue*; *lead*. In %,
=2 is replaced by JR.

FE(11) 9559 (Ens-1p)

E# birth; life + an abbreviated form of = (handsome/well-formed) — well-formed
offspring/product — *produce*; *production*; *childbirth*; *local product/material*. Also, *one's
birthplace*.

B (12) Yo b Gt -605%-67-6iT5-5)
The relevant seal inscription form shows #{ to be a variant of a character that is [][ak described in

J# (hemp) + an element combining A flesh and <% action indicator — shred and *scatter*
vegetable matter or flesh — *resolve*; *remove*; *pointless*. For the idea of shredding or

stripping away, and for the graphical evolution of H{ as well, compare the remnant element above

2 in &.

A (12) Vo &

A depiction of a slender *umbrella* with adhering raindrops — *parasol*.



mi (9) BrEx
The relevant seal inscription form of the element# minus JJ combines an abbreviated form of #iiy

boat + 1l (leg/foot) — progression of boats or of people on foot. The addition of JJ sword/knife
suggests the idea of cutting/shearing in small increments — *forward progress* in small increments

(compare 4 and ) — *before*; *in front* (< immediately behind/in front of one). In derivative
characters, Hi] is often written in the form seen for example in f§ij and .

B (16) 99 (0-05)

J& here a variant of EE# (advancing herd of deer) + Ji grass/plant — herd of deer grazing as it
advances — advance to present an offering — *urge*; *recommend* («— urge another to advance).

() B AGLET) ;B ()Y)

A depiction of a needle or a *sharp* knife/cutting tool, one adhering to or in close proximity to the
object it is about to cut — *bitter®; *spicy*; *harsh*; *pungent* — *mustard*; *tough*; *painful*;
*barely*. *Eighth in a series* and *eighth calendar sign* are borrowed meanings.

Fo(13) s hEn (L) 55 () 12w
The left-hand element# is an abbreviated form of one combining =% needle/cutting tool and A<

tree/wood — thornbush (the sharp, needle-like thorns in close proximity). 7 adds JT- ax — create
firewood by chopping a thornbush/tree with a sharp ax. *New?* is an extended meaning («— freshly
hewn tree/wood) — *recently/lately*.

#H 16 v
As per #7# (firewood) + P grass/plant — *firewood*. % was devised to replace #T after #7
acquired the meaning "new."

Bl (16) v B Liz(Lwn-Lie)

The left-hand element# as described in #T (sharp, and in close proximity) + 5. see; watch —
observe others sharply — *parent*; *relative®; *intimate* («<— be in a close relationship and receive
direct stimulus); *group leader*.

m (14) Vv o9 %%5-<7)  Shinjitai X (6)

[l dish/plate/bowl + an element# representing liquid dripping from a brush — ink dripping from a
brush into a bowl — *use up*; *exhaust*; *run out of* («— use up the last of one's ink) — *give
one's utmost*; *devote oneself to*; *be an extreme of*.

H 9 v
The relevant seal inscription form is # here an abbreviated form# of 7% use up; exhaust + =

pattern — pattern created by water and land where the water is low (compare %) — *harbor*;
*dock*.

fiE (17) B2 HE (00)
% here an abbreviated form# of # good + £ fish — good, *fresh* fish, of *vivid* color —
*fine*; *bright* — *brilliant* — *skillful*.

% (6) k&

The relevant seal inscription form combines JL# person + 2 (forward motion) — advance in small



increments, the feet in close adherence — *go ahead*; *advance* — *tip*; *previous™®; *the late*;
*ancestor™®; *first of all*; *prior*; *the future*.

% 9) tBrHHG)

As per 5t# (small increments) + 7K water — *wash* in small increments — *rinse*.

B (14) v
An abbreviated form# of & wash + 4 metal — wash away fragments in refining metal — *pig
iron*.

# (19) ¥ Shinjitai & (15)

BE# is It (advance in small increments) doubled — group advancing in small increments. ' adds
H commodities — collect/accumulate presents from supporters in small increments — *support™*
— *praise* («— verbal support) — *panegyric*; *eulogy™*; *inscription*; *dedication*. There is no
etymological connection between the Shinjitai 2 and %5.

# (15) 'Y

The relevant seal inscription form of the right-hand element# is combines 1) two pairs of hands
about a skull with openings at top (the fontanels described in the entries for 52, and /&) and 2) a
kneeling figure + J1- (pair of hands) — soul departing the body (through the head) as a result of

magical or ascetic practices. % adds & movement — depart and *transfer*/*shift* one's location
— *change*.

L 3) v oF
A depiction of a *mountain*® with sharp ridges in close proximity — *mound*; *heap*. *Temple*
and *mine* are on account of such facilities often being situated in mountains.

il (5) &

An earlier form of {ili is f&, which is the right-hand element# as described in # (soul departing
from the body) + A person — *wizard* or *hermit* attaining transformation via separation of soul
and body. In filI, this element is replaced by the cognate |LI.

+ 3) &b
The relevant oracle bone form of this character is A person with a line drawn at the shin to indicate
a person progressing in small increments through luxuriant vegetation (compare 4 and #E) — *one

thousand* («— number reached by counting on and on). It is unclear whether it is A or the line
element acting as the phonosemantic element.

w6 v
T\ depicts slender birds flying in tight formation (compare #£). i\ is F\# + & movement —
*swift* movement.

F 9 v
N person + S# words — person speaking sincerely/truthfully — *truth*; *sincerity*; *belief*;
*trust®. *News* is a borrowed meaning.

(11 3T (Ee-0d)



#£ here an abbreviated form# of £ (swift bird) + & movement — birds advancing in swift flight
and tight formation (compare ifl) — *advance* — *offer*; *promotion*.

Z(10) v
X grain/rice + an abbreviated form# of #¥ pound — pound grain into fine pieces. *Qin Dynasty*
(221-206 B.C.E.) is a borrowed meaning.

H (10) v

The relevant bronzeware inscription form depicts two arrows plus a target, suggesting the firing
(and thereby the insertion) of slender arrows into a target — *proceed®; *advance* («— forward
motion). Distinguish ¥ from . Also, note a variant form #, which preserves the visual
connection with %= (arrow) more closely than does &, and which appears in derivative characters

such as % and &J.

£ (8) kBrYv
X spear/halberd (doubled), a variant form of the element minus 3E described in ¥, (the tip of a
long, slender weapon) — fine/*slight™* («— fine/slight tip).

= (13) v
As per =2# (fine/slight) + [l dish/plate/bowl — small *cup* (for drinking alcohol) that holds only a
slight volume of liquid.

B (15 k0= (LuvLie-Ldd)

As per =2# (fine/slight) + H commodities — low-grade commodities of slight worth — *cheap*;
*shabby™*; *inferior* — *contemptible* — *poverty* («— substandard or contemptible living
conditions).

£ (14 Bv
As per =2# (fine/slight) + /T bamboo — fine, inscribed pieces of bamboo — *paper*; *stationery*
(«— bamboo as a writing medium) — *letter*; *composition*.

g2 (17) By 3R TeT
A variant form of & feast: *farewell party/banquet* — *farewell gift* (compare }i); *see off*.

% (20) Vbbb
Hit# scatter + [ rain/natural phenomena — sleet or *hail* (that scatters through the sky; compare
75) — *small cubes*.

57 (11) s (E)
As per Hii# (cut/shear in small increments) + JJ sword/knife — shears used to *cut* closely —

*clip*; *shear*; *trim*. 55, like fiil, was devised to replace Hil after the latter underwent its
transformation of meanings.

fil (12) &5\ 5-25)

As per Hil# (cut/shear in small increments) + T hand/action indicator — *shear*, then *arrange*
objects neatly, in close adherence — a *set/unit*; *all*; *line up*; *make objects uniform*; suffix
suggesting *every one of*. fiii, like 59, was devised to replace i after the latter underwent its



transformation of meanings.

HU (13) B0 (D)
As per Fii# (small increments) + ‘K fire — *roast*, *parch* or *fry* food a little at a time — *boil
(down)*; *decoct™*.

avan N
5] (1 5) g
As per Hil# (cut/shear in small increments) + 17 bamboo — fashion a (bamboo) *arrow*.

i (16) vv i EFE
As# use up; exhaust + A person (— human agency) — use up *everything*/*all* — *leave as is*
(«— use up and abandon).

k& (18) v
As# use up; exhaust + ‘K fire — ashes, cinders or *embers* of an exhausted fire.

& 21) v i3ty
ax# use up; exhaust + H commodities — exhaust one's resources in presenting a *farewell gift*
(compare ££) to someone departing on a journey — *parting gift*.

#E (20) v
As per fif# (vivid) + ¥ grass/plant — *moss* or *lichen* of vivid color. Compare .

fE (22) B
As per fif# (vivid) + 7 illness — *ringworm* (of vivid color).

% (12) 'v
As per 5G# (small increments) + 77 bamboo — bamboo *whisk* (used to whip powdered tea in
small increments).

e (13) Br el

As per 5C# (small increments) + /& leg/foot — bare-footed people advancing in small increments
— *barefooted*.

A (10) P 7=d (Rad)
As per T\# as described in i (tight formation) + & words — tight (= insistent) questioning —
*question*; *ask*; *inquire* — *quiz*; *grill*; *investigate*. Compare £ and #4.

HiE (9) H

As per fi# (bamboo slats) + & jewel — (slat-like) *coral*. *Centimeter* is a borrowed meaning.

(9 By b
As per P8# (reddish color of the setting sun) + §ifl grass/plant — *madder* (plant, the roots of
which produce red dye) — *madder red*. Compare %.

%5 (16) Yo

The top element# combines 4/ a variant of % severed bone/death + 3 hand/action indicator —



strip flesh from bones. & adds £ food/eating — strip meat from bones at a meal — *eating™;
*eating and drinking* — *feast®.

£ (13) Y
As per the top element# as described in 2 (strip flesh from bones) + >k rice — strip husks and
polish rice — *polished rice* — *bright* (« lustrous, polished rice).

B 17 Y
£%# bright + ‘K fire — *brilliant* fire — *vivid*; *bright*.

Z (13) v~
Z&# (make fine) + Jl grass/plant — fine/dense *thicket*. Compare #£.

2% (16) v
As per Z# (make fine) + % proceed; arrive — proceed with fine steps, then *reach/arrive* at one's
destination (compare &).

B (14) i3 UIEA I3

As per Z# (make fine) + K tree/wood — *hazel* (« tree that supplies plentiful nuts for
pounding/processing into fine meal). Also, *thicket* («— thicket of hazel trees) and *alder* (like
hazel, a member of the birch family).

# (22) v

As per # (accumulate in small increments) + F* hand/action indicator — take in hand/*collect*.

B (22) Vv
As per B# (accumulate in small increments) + & village/settlement — village/settlement formed
by the gradual accumulation of dwellings — *collect*.

B o26) YT (25)

B# praise + 5 words (for emphasis/clarification) — *praise*.

% (14) v~
24 (commingle) + [1I mountain — intricate conjunction of *mountain peaks*.

(5 t~

T# one thousand + A person — *leader of a thousand-man group*; *one thousand*. Compare 1.

2 (6) b
As per T# (advance through luxuriant vegetation) + # grass/plant — extensive/*luxuriant (fresh)
vegetation*.

i+ (6) &~

As per T+# (advance through luxuriant vegetation) + - piled earth — footpath (allowing progress)
— *footpath spreading north and south between fields* (compare/contrast ff). *Luxuriant growth*
is a borrowed meaning via f-.



# (12) BrPrs kb )
f is - child (doubled) — twins. 77 combines ff and -f- — many small (and weak) children. In

J#, which adds /™ (body), #% acts as a variant form of £% (small child) — *small* of body —
*weak*; *frail* — *weaken*.

6 ot
As per [Li# (dense/lumpy objects) + 7K water — group of caught fish, swimming in a basket —
*fish swimming*.

i (8) Y
As per [Li# (dense/lumpy objects) + 7 illness — *illness* causing the rupture of skin in the form
of lumps/protrusions.

il (7) HsiFd(D)
As per fi}# (inscribed bamboo slats) + JJ sword/knife — *delete* portions of records written on
bamboo slats by cutting them away — *cut (away/down/out); *edit*.

B (13) 3K
F# extreme + 70 (small/slight) — extreme degree of slightness/paucity — *a little*; *a few*;
*extremely little/few™.

sy v
An abbreviated form# of (the seal inscription style of) # scatter + 7K water — liquid scattering
from the eyes in the form of *flowing tears*.

B 18) Bt K)
As per [E# (slight amount) + 7K water — *sprinkle/splash on* or *spray* (a slight amount of
water) — *pour*.

3% (18) kv
As per 55# as described in [ (swarm) + ‘X fire — fire set to flush out boars/wild pigs —
*wildfire*; *prairie fire* — *war damage®.

¥ (15) B E(B)
As per Hil# (cut/shear in small increments) + ] feather/wing — shears used to cut closely in
clipping wings — *clip*; *shave*; *trim*.

# 9) v BrLEOM)
As per {7# (settle in place) + Wil grass/plant — pile vegetation in a single spot to create a *mat* —
*piled mats* — *repeat(edly)* (< pile on).

Q1) TsidieE
As per £i# (intimate) + 4< clothing — intimate garments — *underwear* — *approach*; *draw
near*.

#o(18) Y

Hi# scatter + 5% thread — *umbrella* (consisting of fabric that scatters raindrops).



B (23) Y
As per B# (accumulate in small increments) + & jewel — *goblet* decorated with an
accumulation of small gems.

FE(10) T ABLDRLCE

>F# bitter + Y grass/plant — plant with a sharp flavor (in Chinese, often specified as wild ginger).
*Long (and thin)* and *numerous™* are associated meanings based on characteristics of the plant in
question, such as long racemes and numerous plant hairs on the stem or elsewhere.

B (13) vosiEE (@)

As per ## (variant form of ¥ insert) + F hand/action indicator — *insert*.

s (13) v
As per 5c# (small increments) + = words — *numerous* people forming a noisy, advancing
crowd.

Bt (16) v
As per 5t# (small increments) + & horse — *numerous*, advancing horses.

IR (14) 2 sIc& (D9 07)

& here an abbreviated form# of #iZ invigorate + H commodities — material assistance enabling
another to *flourish* and *be prosperous*. *Bustle* («— bustling prosperity) and *relieve® (another
person's distress) («— cause to prosper) are associated meanings.

n(6) v
As per T# as described in i\ (tight formation) + 7K water — tight concentration of liquid, that
overflows — *overflow* — *pour* («— pour to the point of overflowing).

9 By, BULEDAD)
As per {7# (settle in place) + 7K water — *lapping water* — *occur repeatedly/frequently* (< lap
at repeatedly).

£l (10) BP0 (%) 14 (D)
As per 22# (fine/slight) + JJ sword/knife — *trim/pare* finely.

Al (10) P 2L (D)
[LI# mountain + = words — heap a figurative mountain of verbal abuse on another person —
*abuse*; *slander*.

Wi (12) B>
As per Fii# (small increments) + 7K water — *wash* carefully, a little at a time — *cleanse*;
*purify*. Compare J/t.

B (14) B2 (E%<T)
As per &# (variant form of & insert) + X spear/halberd — insert a bladed weapon into an enemy
— *destroy*; (cause to) *disappear*.



fill (9) W
As per [LI# (dense/lumpy objects) + fil- boat — *sampan* loaded with a pile of goods. The
compound for "sampan" may be rendered =4 (= "three planks"), fillfi or #lifii.

Iz (15 'r ;¥
JZ# weak + 7K water — barely audible murmuring *sound of flowing water*.

W (6) YU ;Far;H0n(\e))
As per K # (press on) + T hand/action indicator — exert pressure in taking objects in hand —
*collect™; *handle*; *dispose™; *treat™; *deal with*.

i (12) Y7;&(F) Shinjitai fF (10)
As per Hi# (insert) + 5 hand/action indicator (for emphasis/clarification) — *insert*; *fit* —
*graft* (a branch); *plant® (a cutting).

#% (11) 'Y;2(K)
As per %# (close proximity) + T+ hand/action indicator — *touch*; *contact*; *join*; *connect*;
*associate®; *sexual intercourse®.

£ (12) vav;Ho(F5:05) ;2L 0)
The relevant seal inscription form shows f£ short, squat bird (tripled) above K tree/wood — birds

assembled in a tree, pressed tightly together (compare % as described in ) — *assemble*;
*gather*®; *collect™ — *stay*; *remain*; *reach* (a situation); *achieve*; *poem collection®. The

present form uses a single ££.

e (18) ;U Shinjitai #E (14)
£E# assemble (with A repositioned) + what was originally 4% clothing — assemble various rags
into garments — *miscellaneous*; *mix(ture)*. With regard to the X element, note a variant form

.

W (17) Y27, L5 L5 (W0 -%)  Shinjitai #% (11)

The relevant seal inscription form of Z shows that the doubled element on top was originally
inverted feet, so that the character featured two feet pointing downward + two feet pointing upward
— tangling of legs — be stopped. {# adds 7K water — liquid that does not flow, but seeps (compare
{#ir) — *proceed haltingly* — *astringency* («— tongue rendered numb by the deep penetration of
astringent juices; compare %) — *sober*. Also, *be unwilling/reluctant*, *austere*, *quiet* and
*stingy*. i is a variant form of 2, and i a variant form of {#. In contemporary Japanese
orthography, Wi/l is written 3.

% (8) vav;hnls
An abbreviated form# of = needle/cutting tool + 2 woman — female slave (tattooed with a
needle) employed as a *concubine®™ — *mistress*; *lady-in-waiting®. For the connection between

tattoos and slaves, compare 7. In derivative characters, 22 conveys the idea of being in close
proximity, as in when having sex with a concubine.



m @ Yv
The relevant seal inscription form is 2 (forward motion) written in reverse. 111 therefore suggests

feet pressing on the ground in stamping or in marching back and forth (compare ) — *circulate*
(«— return to one's starting point).

& (9) Vv

F1 mortar + a slender chisel (not | forked stick or thick bar) — slender, chisel-like stick
pressed/inserted into a mortar in separating grain from husk — *insert*; *break into*; *separate
grain from husk*.

W (21) VoiEe ()
#e# miscellaneous + 1 mouth — miscellaneous voices — *jeer*; *banter*. Also, *accompany*
and *musical accompaniment® («— loud accompanying voices).

g (12) vav;5K)
B#is 1 mouth + H ear, here an abbreviated form of " (press together) — (figuratively or
actually) press one's mouth to another person's ear in whispering. To H (press) & adds Jif

grass/plant — *thatch* a roof with grasses, reeds etc. by pressing them together (compare $¢)—
*repair*; *cover®.

o (13) =, vay; it
As per E# as described in £ (press) + A tree/wood — set of *oars/paddles* (pressed in the hands
when rowing) — *row* (a boat).

H (16) v=¥
As per E# as described in B (press) + BL vehicle — press gathered objects into a transport vehicle

— *gather* — *arrange™®; *put into order* (< harmonious arrangement; compare *&). *Soften*,
*calm™* and *gentle* are borrowed meanings.

B (13) v=v
As per E# as described in E (press) + X spear/halberd — *collect® and *put/store away*
weapons — *cease™ («— finish the process of putting/storing away).

B (16) vav; Y7, E<EH
Bi# collect + I grass/plant — *Houttuynia cordata* (« foul-smelling plant of the family
Saururaceae, which grows in clumps).

# (10) vav;vay
7E# was originally HH grass shoot + an element# combining X (stab at) and /& (compress) —

nimbly pluck grass shoots by compressing the fingertips. {# adds A person (— human agency) —
nimbly pluck grass shoots — *nimble*; *quickly*; *astute*.

i (11) vav

7E# as described in £ (nimble) + Z woman — the *attractive* motions of a nimble woman.

# (11 vav
7E# as described in £ (nimble) + F hand/action indicator — perform nimbly, and



*triumph*/*win* — *smart* (« result of performing astutely).

i (13) vav;E£o0F
7E# as described in { (nimble) + H eye — nimble winking/blinking of the *eyelashes*. Compare
Iz

B (12) &Y vav
As per %# (close proximity) + A tree/wood — *graft* (a tree).

£ (16) vav;Jy
As per %# (close proximity) + ¥ rain/natural phenomenon — *passing shower*; *short while*
(«— natural phenomenon that is close but passing/fleeting).

@) YU;sAlwd
Originally styled as +# ten + 1 twenty — *thirty*.

fH (15) =272 (<)
As per E# as described in E (press) + 5% thread — press in stitching or spinning thread — *spin
thread*; *hemstitch*. *Collect*, *gather* and *take hold of* are borrowed meanings via #§.

% (11) Yv;vav; 33 (5)
As per Z# (close proximity) + 1 mouth — *sip/slurp* — *eat*.

Wo(17) Yo, TE

As per £5# (stick-like implement) + 4 metal — *shovel/spade*. Compare #.

17 Tay; b (BbiIF5)

The top element is a variant of fi# as described in & (tangled), replacing the dual 5% thread
elements with ‘X fire, suggesting an attempt to control a blaze, conceived of as a tangled situation
involving fire. %& adds X hand/action indicator — temper a fire — *adjust*; *control*;
*harmonize*. For the idea of harmonious adjustment/arrangement, compare #§.

B (10) vav;bhERL)
As per Z# (pressed between) + 7K water — *saturate™ (< liquid pressing fully against the inner
sides of a container) — *far and wide* («— complete saturation).

iz (10) Y7, av
Z # limited + B eye — quick *wink*. Compare [i.

e (5) U070
The relevant seal inscription form is _I. work + a hand# — the *left* hand, aligned at an angle with
the right hand in assisting a task.

e (7) %
As per /£ # (assist): — *assist*. Here, A has no semantic function, being used simply to create a
derivative character conveying meanings that dropped from the original one.



£ (10) ¥;=(L-9)
The relevant bronzeware inscription form combines /£# (aligned at an angle) + a rice plant — rice
plants in irregular alignment — *inconsistent®; *difference® («— irregular) — *dispatch* («— send

forth < protrude) — *thrust*; *offer* (« dispatch). The verb & bears many extended senses
from the idea of "thrust," including *extend*; *stretch™®; *insert*; *raise* (the hands); *put up*;
*carry*; *hold*; and *wear*.

w9 Vi de
An abbreviated form# of 7V sand + 1 stone — small stones, in the form of gravel/*sand* or *fine*
stone particles.

K (6) T3 20N T);DE;HDEUD) ;2 (K)

The relevant bronzeware inscription form is —# (align) + X bent, open-mouthed figure —
bend/kneel in aligning small objects — *order*; *sequence* («— place things in precise order) —
*next*; *follow*; *after that*; *counter* (for times/matters). In dual-element characters ¥X is
sometimes written in the form seen for example in 7.

%9 VT
As per K# (align) + 2 woman — woman preoccupied with aligning/arranging her wardrobe —
*appearance®; *figure*; *form*; *shape*.

T (13) v
As per ¥k# (align) + H commodities — have one's assets in proper alignment —
*resources™®/*capital* — *grounds*; *basis*; *one's nature*; *financial assistance™.

5 (16) 1Enn (D)

## inquire + & words (for emphasis/clarification) — *consult*; *confer*.

& (14) 24  Shinjitai 7 (8)

The relevant oracle bone form of 75 shows three slender, diamond-shaped objects arranged/aligned
neatly. A bronzeware inscription form adds —# (align), while a seal inscription form transforms —
into a board (or a piece of cloth; in either case acting to represent things in general; compare * in
¥, and *f*) — *equality*; *arrange*; *neater*; *all together* («— match up/align).

| (16) ¥4 Shinjitai Al (10)
As per 75# (align) + JJ sword/knife — align cut pieces of bark and plant roots for medicinal use —
*medicine*; *drug*.

% (17) A8, 3 (7T -4p) Shinjitai 7 (11)

As per 75# (align) + 7K water — goods in alignment on opposite sides of a river — *ferry*
(across); *cross™* (a river); *pass safely* — *relieve*; *aid*; *help* (« ferry material aid) —
*manage™ (to do/with); *finish*; *be over/at an end* — *economic management®*; *settle an
account*®; *pay* — *settle* (a matter). Also, *do without* («— manage to do without) and *adjust®.

% (17) ¥4 Shinjitai %5 (11)
As per 75# (align) + 71~ altar/the supernatural — align body and spirit through fasting and other
purification methods — *purification®* — *room™* (for abstinence, training or study).



% (12) v b
As per [# (irregular) + 5% thread — fabric dyed *purple/violet*, an irregular color (a mix of red
and blue).

M (14) 00T
As per [# (line up irregularly) + ££ short, squat bird — feathers irregularly spread over the rear
end of a *female* bird.

fhi (8) v;di
The relevant seal inscription form of the right-hand element# shows it to be a depiction of three ears

of a plant in irregular alignment. The addition of 2 woman indicated the eldest among female
siblings of various heights — *elder sister* — *respectful, friendly term for a woman older than
oneself*. There is no etymological connection between this element and the independent character

1.

M.

#Z (8) YA;0F

The relevant seal inscription form combines X hand/action indicator + a woman wearing a comb-
like hairpin with aligned teeth (compare 2*) — woman performing housework (compare %) —
*wife* (conceived of as a person figuratively aligned with her spouse; compare 4.

A (10)
As per MT1# (march) + an abbreviated form of 18 pursue an enemy army — lead (marching) soldiers
— *army*. *Teacher* is a borrowed meaning (compare Fifl) — *study under*; *boss*.

W (12) BA; T2
As per f5# (separate) + % woman — male separated from his own family in marrying into another
— *son-in-law*; *bridegroom?*.

7\ (6) VA kA1
A depiction of a nest in which chicks are neatly aligned. *West* is either a borrowed or an extended
meaning; in the latter case the idea might be that of the reddish sun aligned with the horizon at

sunset. (For "reddish," compare 7#5.) By further extension is *the Pure Land*, Buddhism having
entered China from lands west.

B (6) ;L ()
The relevant bronzeware inscription form combines an abbreviated form# of kL line up (people) +
%4 severed bone/death — a line of corpses — *death* — *die*; *execute*.

o1 VA2 FED ) IFEF (DD D D)
Variant form of &t fine cloth — *fine*; *slight*; *thin*; *slender*; *narrow* — *detailed*;
*dwindle*.

F(7) v ikL; L
L\# possession + 7K grain/rice — divide harvested crops and take possession of one's own share —

*self*; *private™; *first person pronoun* — *selfishness*; *family*; *private ownership*;
* *
secret™®.



Bo13) v

Originally, $# seize + %=/& long — align objects that have been seized/obtained — *line up
horizontally*; *shop/store*; *extend in length*. *Relax*, *do as one pleases*, *four* (used in
documents as a precaution against forgery) and *therefore* are borrowed meanings. In the present

form, 3 is replaced by .

X (3) Vv Ee

The relevant seal inscription form is an abbreviated form# of JI\ (pick/pluck) + an object — stab at
an object with a forked implement to *catch* or *sandwich* it — *fork* (in the road); (Edo-era)
*Y-shaped weapon for apprehending criminals®.

B (12) A5 'A

Originally, J7'# body + % needle/cutting tool — slow, lumbering, horned animal — dual-horned
species of *rhinoceros* («<— horns in alignment). Later, the character came to be written as 2+ cow +
& tail.

I (2) ¥
A depiction of a plow with neatly aligned prongs. Take *possession* of an object and *oneself* are
borrowed meanings.

e (13) Vv
As per Z=# (irregular) + [LI mountain — craggy, irregularly shaped mountain — *rugged/craggy*
— *steep mountain®.

B o(14) ¥
As per 7Z=# (irregular) + £ jewel — *polish* a jewel to remove irregularities and render it lustrous.
Compare fi.

g (15) W

As per 72# (irregular) + 4 stone — *polish* a precious stone to remove irregularities. Compare
BE.

e (16) ;%7

As per 7Z=# (irregular) + 5% thread — twisted threads of irregular length — *twist*. *Mix in* is a
borrowed meaning.

BE (17) H
As per 7Z=# (irregular) + /& leg/foot — *stumble* over irregular ground — *mistake/failure* (in the
course of doing something).

w7 vy de
/b here a variant form of ¥X# (align) + 7K water — sift *sand* in aligning and sorting out desired
objects — *sort*; *select*.

o0y Tt
An abbreviated form# of 7> select + 5% thread — select, high quality *silk fabric*.



K (9) vi;WIEH
As per IK# (align) + ¥ grass/plant — spiky projections aligned on the stalk of a plant (compare R)
— *thorn* — *thatch/cover® (with rough materials); *thatched roof*.

& (10) VG IELWEE
.L» heart/emotions + X here an abbreviated form# of & (preoccupied) — *self-preoccupation*;
*selfish* — *arbitrary*.

I (18) YA ;A ~E51FE
As per 75# (align) + K] flesh — the *navel*, neatly aligned in the middle of the body (compare ).

B (1) BA; YA 0726(7)
As per 75# (align) + H commodities — gifts/offerings presented with both hands neatly aligned —
*offer* — *give*; *bring* — *bring about*; *cause*.

wm (22) YA eA
75# uniform + [N rain/natural phenomenon — sky made uniform by the end of rain/snowfall —
*clear up*.

e (6) v 2 (D)
1 (leg/foot) + an abbreviated form# of kb (line up) — legs/feet lined up irregularly. *This/these*

(*here*) and (in) *this way* are borrowed meanings. As an independent character, . is regarded to
consist of six strokes, but five when used as an element in a dual-element character (compare the

treatment of stroke counts in F.).

&9 vy LR
As per [# (line up irregularly) + K tree/wood — irregularly shaped pieces of *brushwood* or
*firewood*.

% (10) PA1;E0T

As per I# (line up irregularly) + 4 stone — *fort*/*stronghold* constructed of irregular stones.

BE (15) v<hbIiIFL
## beak/bill + 1 mouth (for emphasis/clarification) — *beak/bill*; *thin protrusion*.

¢ (15) v ; ONF
As per [# (line up irregularly) + £ hair — (irregularly groomed) *mustache/beard*.

i (9) ¥y & 25

As per the right-hand element# of #ifi (irregular alignment) + A tree/wood — tree with notably
irregular branches — *persimmon*. *Wood chips* and *shingle* are via reinterpretation of the
constituent elements of the character as indicating irregularly shaped pieces of wood.

B (10) BA; 7200 Te) ;TS (FELWY)
A variant form of i with ¥ /7K replacing ¥ /7K and bearing the meanings *fierce*, *terrible*,
*horrible* and *threaten*.



B o11) 'A

7% here an abbreviated form# of 3 (chilling) + '~ heart/emotions — *sorrowful*; *mournful*.

B (12) &A;9(Tp)
As per # (aligned) + K tree/wood — birds aligned in roosting in a tree (compare #7) — *roost*;
*dwelling®; *dwell*; *live* (v.).

i (16) ;52055 (9)
As per Fifi# (lead) + 77 bamboo — lead/conduct water via a (bamboo) *filter*/*sifter* (compare 7
and 7)) — *sieve*; *sift*.

W9 YA v, A
As per Ph# (align) + 7K water — water pouring in aligned trickles — *sprinkle*; *pour* — *be
clean/fresh*.

i (10) Y1;55(9)

As per P4# (align) + H sun — objects aligned and exposed to *dry in the sun* — *expose* —
*bleach* — *bleached cloth*.

i (10) A
As per Pi# (nest) + K tree/wood — *nest* in a tree — *roost* (compare 1#) — *dwelling*;
*dwell*; *live* (v.); *inhabit*.

7% (10) vv; Y
7V# (fine) sand + % woman — the fine motions of a dancing woman (compare {# and 4#). In

Japanese, % bears no independent meaning, but appears in compounds such as %% (« the
comings and goings of this world).

A8 i idHE
7D# sand + f fish — *goby* (« creature that inhabits the sands of shallow waters).

B a3 %
As per 7Z=# (irregular) + T hand/action indicator — roll/rub an object in smoothing out
irregularities — *roll/rub between the hands*.

B (14) Y07
As per 7E# (irregular) + K tree/wood — *raft* created of pieces of irregularly cut lumber — *cut
at an angle®.

FE (15) 9o
7=# difference + 7 illness — *illness the symptoms of which take a (slight) turn for the better*.
*Epidemic* is a borrowed meaning.

= (9 v
As per ¥X# (align) + 1 mouth — figuratively align the merits of two or more viewpoints in
inquiring — *make inquiry*.



B (16) A YA 2005

As per 75# (align) + A person — *companion* with whom one is actually or figuratively aligned.

7 (17) 'A0A 5 (7)
As per 75# (align) + T hand/action indicator — align tightly by pushing, pressing or squeezing
together — *push*; *press*; *squeeze* — *push/thrust aside*.

g 21) A YA DIF (D)
As per 75# (align) + /& leg/foot — *ascend/rise/climb (high)* by carefully aligning one's steps.

A 'Y (V) 572 (0Y)
As per 3E# (aligned) + 7K water — aligned torrents/cascades of chilly water — *chilling*; (terribly)
*cold*; *dreadful*.

(1) 'A;¥A
As per ZE# (aligned) + Wi grass/plant — *luxuriant vegetation* of the same height — *beautiful*
(«— neatly aligned).

X (6) VA1;5TC
As per X# (stab at) + F hand/action indicator — *stab*; *fishing spear*. In Japan, the character
has also been borrowed to mean *by the way* or *well*.

(1) YA AL
As per X# (forked) + 4 metal — forked, metallic *hairpin*.

B (12) BA5;901F; &
As per X# (forked) + ¥ leather — leather saddle or *quiver* that forks in being placed over a
horse's back.

o) VYA A EREY
As per [H# (line up irregularly) + H eye — (irregularly shaped) *corner of the eye(s)*.

B (13) v;7enb
As per [# (irregular) + H commodities — *pay a fine* (for irregularities) — *treasure*;
*property* («— resource from which a fine is paid).

B 27207
As per X# (forked) + AN tree/wood — *fork of a tree*; *Y-shaped tool*; *Y-shaped weapon*.

B (12 %
As per £5# (pile) + 7K water — pile of *dregs*/*lees* at the bottom of a container. Compare {% and
F#. Depending on the font, the right-hand element may appear as K atop H..

frr (15) Y0NS 3D 13
/b here an abbreviated form# of ) sand + & fish — creatures such as rays and skates that inhabit
sandy waters — *shark*. Also, *goby™* (« fish with a preference for sandy/silty environments).



# (22) V1w

An abbreviated form# of B# (neatly aligned) + 7K water — neatly aligned trickles of water running
off from objects being washed — *pour®; *sprinkle*; *wash* — *purify*; *be clean/refreshed*.
Compare i and .

i (23) YA1;=5(9)
An abbreviated form# of 5% (neatly aligned) + H sun/day — align objects neatly and *expose to
the sun* — *dry in the sun*. Compare .

M

(13) v 2L (D)
As per Jt# (irregular) + = words — *criticize* another person's irregularities — *scold*; *speak
ill of*.

b (17) A5 DIF (D)
As per 75# (align) + & piled earth — neatly aligned, tall pile of earth — *rise high*. *Rainbow* is
a borrowed meaning, via 7%.

w17 A YA
As per I# (line up irregularly) + £ fish — *cutlassfish* («— fish with irregularly sized ridges;
compare fif)).

% (15 ;v 0lb b
As per ¥K# (align) + & food/eating — aligned rice cakes — (steamed) *rice cake*.

w17 'L WA 0T
As per 75# (align) + i grass/plant — *shepherd's purse* (Capsella bursa-pastoris: plant with

neatly aligned rows of flowers). *Caltrop* (Tribulus terrestis; compare & and %) is a borrowed
meaning.

g (22) &A;VA

A simplified form of 75# (align) + an element combining 4E leek + #f grass/plant — neatly
chopped and *dressed vegetables* — *pickled vegetables*. Also, *vinegared fish and vegetables®.
Note the variant forms ZE and & .

% (1) v v
As per ¥X# (align) + L tile/earthenware — enamel aligned on the surface of earthenware — *high-
quality chinaware*. For chinaware (porcelain), compare .

K (12) ¥itA
K here an abbreviated form# of Z chinaware + >k rice — *unpolished grain* placed in chinaware
and offered in sacrifice. Also, *millet* and *glutenous rice cake*.

4 (1) YA, E20%)

The top element was originally an abbreviated form# of Jiill scrape away impurities. 2% adds 7~
altar/the supernatural — purify unclean meat by scraping away impurities and making an offering
of it — *offer prayers*; *worship*; *festival* — *event™*.



£ (14) 9

As per 55# (scrape) +  roof/building — rub a building spotless, eliminating all dirt. *Observe* is
an associated meaning («— observe/inspect that which has been cleaned) — *investigate*; *judge*;
*estimate™®. Also, *be considerate of* and *profound*.

w17 3 (%-1D)

As per £3# (rub spotless) + T+ hand/action indicator — *rub* spotless — *chafe*; *rustle*. Also,
*run through* (one's money) (< be reduced to threadbare clothes) — *become worldly-wise*. #%
was devised to replace %% after the latter's transformation of meanings.

B (14) HA;&b

As per 55# (scrape) + - piled earth — scrape earth in creating a structure — *come into contact®
— *edge® (« point of contact for the lines of a wall or other construction) — *brink* —
*occasion™® («— point of contact).

i (12) YA1;bo8(b)

Originally, [F] as described in '§ (cover) + Hi# (take hold of) — grasp a container's cover and take
a pinch of its (precious) contents — *extreme™ («— extremely little/few «— small amount) —
*most* («— amount approaching an extreme).

i (15) >3 L(D)

As per fic# (take a pinch) + F* hand/action indicator — *grasp*; *pinch*; *take* (a photo) —
*film* (a movie). % was devised to express the original sense of 5 after fix came to refer to
extremes.

B (10) B 25
The relevant seal inscription form is X # (vegetation cut in swaths) + an element combining millet

and % action indicator — harvest ears of millet and *scrape* them for their seeds — *shave*;
*erase*®. The primary meaning, however, is now *kill*, via the conceptual progression from

"harvest" to "action that cuts off life." Compare .

M (12) BY; 72 (252 -%07)

The relevant seal inscription form of the right-hand element# is an abbreviated form of Y] cut + [,
(person spread flat on the ground) — cut people who have submitted into pieces — *kill (off)*
(compare #%). The addition of % thread indicates "cut animate and inanimate things into pieces" —
*sever* — *die out*; *reject™; *stop*; *entirely* — *splendid* (« entirely different from/superior
to others). #fi replaces the right-hand element with 7.

t Q) vF ;77T (D) 72D
A vertical line cut by a horizontal one — slender objects produced by cutting. *Seven* is a
borrowed meaning.

g @4 v thax®-5-hnd)

As per -G# (cut) + JJ sword/knife — *cut* neatly into small pieces — *chop*; *break*; *snap* —
*break off* — *stop™; *pause*; *place to stop/leave off doing™®; *turn off*; *be out of*; *run out
of*; *be short of* — *expire*; *end* (of a matter); *wear out®; *wear off*; *limit*. Also, *a
piece®, *a slice* and *piece of cloth*, as well as *sell below cost* and *drain* (off). *Severe*,



*serious®, *urge* and *work (on)* are from the "keen" and "sharp" elements in cutting.

%% (22) & Shinjitai % (9)

Originally 7<# hole + an element combining K rice and a variant of /I pair of hands — insect that
darts into a hole and consumes rice stealthily — *steal*. Over time, >k was replaced by the similar
>k scattered seeds, while the pair of hands element was dropped.

L (5) ;572

As per L# a variant form of £ (rise and hit a blocking element) + K tree/wood — *tag* (« small
wooden/bamboo slat pinned or nailed into a blocking element) — *wooden slat* (on which to keep
records); *letter®; *charm*; *talisman*®; *card*; *paper currency*.

fi (13) &7, 50

As per HI# (immediately beside) + 77 bamboo — knots of a bamboo tree in proximate alignment
— *knot*; *joint*; *knob*; *section*. Also, *season* («— 1/24th of a year), *tune/melody™* («
song punctuated by many stops) and *frugal* («— join segments in economizing).

B (14) 5950
Z3# originally depicted cuts in a tree made at intervals, producing a slender trickle of sap. % adds
7K water (— liquid) — *lacquer* tree.

H (6) ¥;v ;A T0 (D)
A depiction of a nose. Conceptually, the character suggests slender streams of breath passing

through the nostrils (compare 1) of a stumpy nose. *Self* is an extended meaning («— point toward
one's nose to indicate self) — *by/for oneself*; *originally*; *from*.

W 5 v 5 &(2o2) ;LA

The relevant oracle bone form of this character is four horizontal lines indicating *four* —
*fourth*; *four times*. The present form derives from SIS, which is [T mouth + J\ split right and
left — splitting off/dispersal of breath through the nostrils to right and left (compare H). Earlier, a

bronzeware inscription form combined H with the horizontal lines of the oracle bone form
(repositioned) to suggest the same idea of dispersal of breath. In that sense, the application of the
meaning "four" to the present character represents a borrowed meaning.

P (10) >
K here an abbreviated form# of % stopping point + J illness — *illness* hastening death —
*swiftness™ («— hasten).

N @ v
A depiction of a *kneeling figure/person®. *Tally/check™ is via a once-separate character that came
to be written the same as 1.

BE (16) &Y
An abbreviated form# of %% as described in £ (cut grass/vegetation) + Wi grass/plant — slice
through bundles of vegetation — *mugwort* (compare ¥ and [£).

() il ERK)



As per /L:# (heart of an object) + >k scattered seeds (— small bits — details) — *know* something
completely (figuratively, to its deepest heart) — *all*; *altogether*; *completely*; *entirely*.

# 13) B <sw
As per 22# (separate) + A tree/wood — piece of wood separated for use as a *wedge* —
*support*.

# (14) vV &(2);72(2)
As per [#hs described in # (cut; sever) + 4£ short, squat bird — *cut off* a piece of poultry —
*cut®; *sever®; *leave off™; *stop*.

A ®) LTy

Originally a variant of £, with J] sword/knife in place of 4 action indicator. ¥ came to be used
primarily for transliterations of Buddhist terminology, such as &3l (Sanskrit: ksana), an instant.
*Temple* and *monastery* (example: %) are therefore borrowed meanings.

BE (17) B kbE
The lower element# combines PE (life-sustaining) + & piled earth. The meaning of this character is
obscure. & adds i grass/plant — a species of mugwort (compare f%). However, [ came to be

used for transliteration purposes, as in R for bodhisattva (roughly, one who helps sentient beings
attain Buddhahood).

e (10) B1;8500)
Originally i, which is as per the obsolete right-hand element# described in #f (cut into pieces) +
A flesh — severed body parts — *fragile*; *brittle* (« easily broken) — *susceptible*;

*sentimental*. ifi replaces this right-hand element with f&. Note that some sources give fii# as an
independent character with the meaning "gland."

i (9) VA&, HXD
tJ# cut + f1 stone — stones cut into regular shapes and used as *steps* or building materials —
*pile up*; *stone paving® under eaves. *Time™* and *occasion* are borrowed meanings.

w11 B
As per fL# (pin/nail in place) + 5% thread — *fasten* in place by binding/tying with thread or rope
— *bind*; *tie* (up).

i (17) <L
As per ii# (be in proximate alignment) + &K tree/wood — *comb* (with evenly spaced teeth;
compare fit) — *line up tightly*.

B (15) v 08
As per Z3# as described in & (cut at intervals) + [A flesh — the *knee*, a joint that cuts the leg
into two sections (compare i) — *lap* (formed when sitting with the knees together).

BN (15)

PU# four + & horse — (team of) *four horses* — *four-horse carriage*.



B (13) > 2da(is)
¥&# illness + % woman — *jealousy*; *envy* («— unhealthy mental states regarded as
characteristic of women). Compare #i.

it (15 i EK)

Hi# scatter + F+ hand/action indicator — *scatter* — *sprinkle*; *give someone the slip*.

a (15) > LbA
As per H# as described in i\ (tight formation) + H insect (doubled — many insects) — tight
swarm of *lice* or *vermin*. Note the variant form ..

& (10) &Y<
H here a variant form of the top element of 2%# (scrape) + /= (shape indicator) — *scraps*;
*fragments* — *junk*.

B (12) BY;E500)
HE as described in %E + 7K water. 7 was originally a variant of it (leak; flow), but acquired the
meanings *dredge* and *clean out™ («— create a successive flow in dredging/cleaning out).

Compare i%.

L@ >
As per L# a variant form of & (rise and hit a blocking element) + =& hand/action indicator —
*pull* up (and through) — *prick/stab*.

it (1) By &g

{H# successive + 54 thread — *tether* (by which a succession of animals/slaves/criminals etc.
follow in line) — *bind/tie*. #, a variant form of it (or one perhaps better regarded as an
independent character) appears in the compound #2## (a long rope for binding criminals, and, by
extension, to a jail/prison). Note also another variant form, .

2 (14) VA
As per 55# (scrape) + il grass/plant — scrape off the tops of vegetation (compare F¥) — *short
weeds*. *Large turtle/tortoise used in divination* is a borrowed meaning.

Mg (15) Y1570 (Te)
As per fic# (take a pinch) + [ mouth — take into the mouth a small amount of food — *eat with
the fingers* — *devour®.

i (15) VA
As per fic# (take a pinch) + J grass/plant — take *a pinch(ful)* of plant matter — *tiny*.

Bo(20) &Y, &F
Variant of fi# knot + J illness — *pimple*; *boil* (knotty objects on the skin).

s (22) Y112 0LA

As per 55# (scrape) + . fish — fish observed to be scraping at sand with its mouth — *gizzard



shad*. Compare fi&.

£ (13) YU,;&23(F)  Shinjitai # (10)

As per B2 # (search) + 5 hand/action indicator (for emphasis/clarification) — *search*.

= oan Vo)

i # sweep + F hand/action indicator (for emphasis/clarification) — *sweep*.

R (20) Y7, &b (ML X <) Shinjitai B& (18)

#&# scratch + J& horse — horse scratching at the ground in *irritation* (compare #f) — *sound*;
*noise™*; *disturbance*; *uproar®; *tumult*; *turbulence*; *confusion*; *excited*; *agitated*;
*clamor*; *fuss*.

H#o(11) Vv
The relevant oracle bone form of this character is 1 mouth beneath a representation# of two

slender, oblong sacks (compare ¥). Here, the sacks indicate an array of similar, ordinary objects.
The combination of elements suggests an array/*group* of ordinary (= low-ranking) officials
meeting and conversing — *official*; (low-ranking) *office(r)*; *comrade*.

H (14 YU O)
As per &# (array) + & movement — set off and *meet* a variety of people — *encounter*;
*subject/be subject to*.

15 Vv
As per E# (array) + /K tree/wood — small wooden *vat/tub* that holds a medley of animal feed.

& (10) Y7 ;9<K(%)
As per &# (bend) + & movement/action indicator — *build/make* by bending objects —
*make/cook up*; *invent*.

#(16) YU ;50 (1-5) Sk
4% is K tree/wood + 1 mouth (tripled) — chicks chirping in a nest in a tree (compare & and %£).

& is as per 5&# (activity taking place above) + F+ hand/action indicator — *manipulate* or
*operate* (from above) — *manage™®; *pull strings* — *chastity™*; *fidelity* («— manners that
enable the smooth manipulation of human relations). Also, *puppet® and *marionette* (« figures
manipulated by pulling strings).

B (17) Vv
As per %2# as described in ## (activity taking place above) + ‘K fire — rising heat, that causes
objects to *dry (up)* (compare f£).

M (19) V7<)
As per %2# as described in ## (activity taking place above) + 5% thread — scratch the surface of a
cocoon and *reel* in raw thread — *wind*; *spin*; *turn* — *leaf through*; *open* (shutters).

(19 YUsh
14# float + W' grass/plant — floating *aquatic plant*.



(11 Yv;9:;9(<9)  Shinjitai B (11)
The relevant seal inscription form shows chicks in a *nest* high in a tree (compare 52 as described
in ) — *build a nest*; *lair*; *den*; (spider's) *web* — *hotbed*.

Bo6) Y73 (0 E5-05)
An abbreviated form of 8] (rising sun; morning) — *pre-dawn darkness* — *early morning*;
*early* — *move forward* (in time); *fast* — *hasten*; *accelerate*. Also, *rash/hasty* («—

hasten). Compare the transition from early morning darkness to the idea of early/fast in J5l.

B (9) Yv;<a
As per F-# (rising sun) + W grass/plant — the rising sun as seen through plant life — *grass(es)*
and *plants* — *rough*; *low-grade* — (rough style of) *handwriting®; *draft*.

NB) vav; ;2B (E)

A depiction of small and curled, whittled shavings — *small*; *little*; *infant*; *a little bit*.

H (7)) vav
/IN# small + P flesh — small offspring that *resemble* the parents in miniature. In derivative
characters, H often appears in the form seen for example in 1, 38 or 1.

Ho(10) Tav;kwn
As per H# (resemble in miniature) + 7 roof/building — rays of sunlight that stream indoors at
dusk, growing ever finer — *early evening*; *night*.

H (10) 2av;&(25) 17 ()

As per F# (resemble in miniature) + 7K water — *extinguish* a burning object with water, leaving
the original object in reduced form — *go out*; *disappear*; *grow thin*; *dwindle*; *decline* —
*put out™; *turn off*; *kill* (off); *erase*. Also, *die* (« be killed off) and *spend* (« spend
time «— extinguishing of a day).

g (12) vav
As per H# (resemble in miniature) + 7 stone — finely ground mineral — *saltpeter* (which is
used by being made into a powder) — *gunpowder*.

7@ vav
As per 7V # (small/slight) + F hand/action indicator — create shavings or other small portions of a
large object — *excerpt*; *extract® («— portions of a whole).

e (9) vav;E(K)
x# is as per KX (slender and limber) + i grass/plant — slender and limber plant. The addition of

[T mouth suggests a slender opening of the mouth in smiling/laughing. ¢ is a variant of this
character. *Blossom™* and *bloom* are borrowed meanings, via a literal construing of the

expression S AERE (Birds sing, flowers open).

% (10) vav;z(te) ;o6 (0)

As per K# (slender and limber) + 17 bamboo — slender, flexible bamboo. %% came to assume the



meanings of a separate character that added ' mouth and meant the same thing as the predecessor
of B¢ (open the mouth slightly in smiling/laughing) — *smile*; *laugh*.

® ) vavdbE

The relevant oracle bone form of this character is /K grain/rice + R bundle — bundle and
compact/shrink harvested crops in *autumn*/*fall*. The character was later reinterpreted, as shown
by a seal inscription form that is K plus an element combining ‘X fire and 4 turtle — dry and
shrink the size of harvested crops (as turtle meat is dried over a fire; compare f£). The present form
repositions K and ‘K while eliminating 4. Note also the variant form ff, which combines K and

4.

B (13) v2v;on(nz25)
As per £k# (shrunken) + /C» heart/emotions — *anxiety* (« feelings of a shrunken heart; compare
18) — *sorrow*; *grief*; *lamentation*; *distress*.

s (1) var7;,08, 08 (1-5)
The relevant oracle bone form of the element now written F shows two figures squeezed into a

bed, that shrink in curling positions. f& adds an element combining A person and = roof/building
— (place to) curl up and sleep — *lodging*; *shelter* — *inn*. Also, *be pregnant™* («— lodge a

fetus). There is no etymological connection with .

£ (12) 2av; 68 (2); 23T AN iT5)

4 here a variant form# of &5 bird + ‘X fire — bird scorched over a fire, shrinking in the process —
*scorch*; *scorching hot* — *burn*; *singe*; *char* — *fretfulness*; *anxiety*; *haste*;
*hurry®; *impatience* («— heart on fire with anxiety). Also, *crave*, *pine for*, *be dying to* and
*deep in love™ («— be burning for/to).

i (17) vav
As per fE# (shrink) + 7 stone — partially *submerged* rocks that shrink from view at high tide —
*reef*.

75 (8) =2, NN (TH)
As per Ji# (soft and clingy) + 7K grain/rice — clinging ears of grain curving upward and
surpassing shorter ears — *surpass* — *excel®; *superior*; *prominent* («— be high).

& (10) vav;va; B (F5-HD)
As per f{# (slender and curved) + Z pattern — *arrange* in a slender, curving pattern —
*practice®; *master* — *govern/conduct oneself*.

#(10) Tr=; & ST
As per E# (alcohol) + 7K water (for clarification/emphasis) — *alcohol*; *liquor*.

gt (12) =27, 2 (K-7%)

As per J# (contracted hand) + 5T metropolis — contract the arm in summoning people to a
metropolis — *settle*; *take up* — *take/get a job*; *take instruction®; *embark™ (upon) (« take
up) — *appoint*; *provide service for* — *arrange*. Also, *seat™ (a guest) («— settle).



we(6) Vv

An abbreviated form of % (cut grass) — *grass*; *plant* (— grasses and plants in general).

N (4) YU, 2%, 2%
A depiction of fingers curled about an object such as fruit in picking, plucking or pinching it.

Although JI\ originally referred to picking up/at with the fingers, it eventually came to refer to the
*nails* — *claw™; *scratch (at)*.

I (7)) Yo%) oE(Te)
As per JI\# (pick/pluck) + & hand/action indicator — *pick* — *pinch*. Also, *scratch*, an
atavistic meaning derived from JI\.

R(10) Y85
As per JI\# (pick/pluck) + 77 bamboo — bamboo ladle for plucking objects out of a container —
(bamboo) *colander*. Also, *nest* («— resemblance in shape to a colander; compare H).

% (10) Y7 ;0
A variant# of JI\ (pick/pluck) + H insect — pick/*scratch* at fleas — *flea*. *Early* is a
borrowed meaning.

B 13) Y70 (K)

#&# scratch + 5 hand/action indicator — *scratch* (with one's nails) — *rake*; *emphatic prefix*.

A (11) vay
% sheep + what was originally not H# but rather X hand/action indicator — *offer* (fine food).
*Shame* and *be ashamed* are borrowed meanings via It — *disgrace*.

o (13) Yv;vay
As per # (large and lumpy) + Ji# grass/plant — *madder* («— plant the flower petals of which

*collect* in thickly bunched racemes; compare 7%) — *gather* (« collect in a bunch). Also,
*search for* and *hunt* («— search for nuts, berries etc. to collect «— collect) as well as *hide* and
*cover™ («— cover what one has gathered).

BB (21) YU hENFEE; ~oon
An abbreviated form# of Z& oven + HE frog/amphibious creature (here, a shape indicator) — heavy
earthen *hearth/furnace* — *cooking stove®.

% (17) vav; Lo
As per f4# (slender and curved) + /7 bamboo — *small and slender variety of bamboo* —
*bamboo grass*.

B0 Yo
The relevant seal inscription form is X hand/action indicator + an element# combining

roof/building (here suggesting an enclosed space) and ‘X fire — search a narrow aperture, using a
torch/lamp. *Old man* and *elder* (n.) are borrowed meanings.

B(13) YU;bicie



E3# elder + 2 woman — one's *elder brother's wife*.

H(13) Y=, vay Yy
As per B# (narrow aperture) + 7K water — *urine* passing through the narrow ureter. Compare

JR.

H(12) v vay; Yy 2 (5) ;0 (D)
The variant form ¥ is as per 52# (narrow/thin) + J illness — illness that causes one to *grow
thin* — (land that becomes) *sterile/barren®.

i (16) Vv

As per B # (narrow/thin) + Jit- boat — long, thin *boat* — *counter for boats*.

H(14) V7;2(<)
As per &# (array) + 7K water — ship an array of goods by water — *ship cargo*. Also, *row* («
row a cargo boat) .

(7)) YUt
As per &# (array) + >K rice — rough lees produced in making rice wine — *dregs*; *scum*;
*sediment™®; *refuse*; *unrefined liquor/sake*. Compare 5.

o (16) YU
As per 5&# as described in # (noisy chirping) + I mouth — *noisy* chirping of birds (or other
chatter).

Meo(16) YU
As per %2# as described in ## (activity taking place above) + :[» heart/emotions — apprehension
weighing on the heart — *anxiety*; *become uneasy*.

# (16) Vv
As per 5&# as described in # (activity taking place above) + 7K water — float above, on the
surface of water — *bathe*; *wash*.

B (20) Vv
As per %2# as described in # (activity taking place above) + /& leg/foot — leg scratching irritably
at the ground below (compare fif) — *irritability*; *anxiety*; *noisy*.

#(10) Tav
As per H# (resemble in miniature) + /[» heart/emotions — shriveled emotions, in the form of
sadness or *depression* — *quiet™; *silent™.

Ho1) Tav
As per H# (resemble in miniature) + & movement — take small steps in strolling — *stroll*;
*ramble*; *saunter®; *wander*.

i 11 vav; 2Pz

As per H# (resemble in miniature) + K tree/wood — *treetop* — *tip* (of a branch).



M 12) vav;, vy
As per H# (resemble in miniature) + K grain/rice — small ears of crops — *slight*; *a little bit*.
Also, *gradually* (« bit by bit).

Wo(13) vav;ez

As per H# (resemble in miniature) + H insect/creature — tiny insects (specifically, spiders)
emerging from eggs — *octopus* («— spider-like sea creature). Compare fifi. The application of the
meaning "octopus" to the single character f§ represents a borrowed meaning, the original term
having been the compound ¥&#H 7 (literally, "sea spider").

¥o(16) vav; s
As per H# (resemble in miniature) + %% leather — small strip of leather (compare #). *Sheath*,
*scabbard* and *margin/commission® are borrowed meanings.

Bo®) vav; Y, nic (@) ;0 (D)
As per /D# (small/slight) + ‘X fire — *fry* lightly — *roast*; *broil*.

# (12) vavixx

#K# autumn + P grass/plant — Chinese mugwort, which, uncharacteristic of most varieties of
mugwort, does not flower until nearly autumn. A Japanese reapplication of the character to one of
the seven traditional autumnal plants leads to the meaning *bush clover*.

W (17) v=2v;iav;<b
As per Fk# (shrunken) + 4& metal — short-handled *hoe* (forcing the user into a bent
over/shrunken posture).

i (20) > =7 U

As per £k# (shrunken) + £ fish — dried, shrunken *loach*. *Bullhead* is via a Japanese
reinterpretation of the character as £ fish + £k fall — fish at peak of flavor in the fall. Some
sources also attach the reading V7272 (young yellowtail) to this character.

He (15) Tav
As per fE# (shrink) + /[ heart/emotions — emotional state causing one to *grow thin/haggard*.

£ (15) vav
H# scorch + W grass/plant — vegetation of a dark hue, as if scorched. The compound £ £ refers
to a *banana/plantain® plant.

e (16) Tav;&Ih;2(%)

H# scorch + K tree/wood — scorched *firewood* — *cut wood* (for a fire); *woodcutter*.

&% (15) vav; 80
As per F5# (slender object curving upward) + 4> metal — slender, curving vein of *rust/tarnish* on
a piece of metal.

% (11) v=arw



As per flii# (slender and curved) + P flesh — slender, curved strips of *dried meat*.

B (23) V=, vav;bl
As per 5t# (contract) + & bird — predatory bird contracting its talons around its prey — *eagle*.

&%= (12) YU;leowH
Ui# thorn doubled and aligned vertically to indicate a thorned *jujube* (or *Chinese date*) tree.
Compare 1&. Also, regarding the repositioning of elements, compare F¥.

Mo(12) vav
As per §{# (slender and pendent) + K tree/wood — a species of Zanthoxylum, the berries of which
hang on panicles. These berries are used in making Sichuan pepper — *Japanese pepper (tree)*.

W19 v=v
As per Afi# (concentrate) + 5& thread — *embroider(y)* (« intricately concentrated pattern on
fabric).

#o(16) Tav

As per #i# (concentrate) + il grass/plant — medicinal concentrate that cleanses the bodily system
— *artemisia* (the leaves of which supplied a concentrate taken internally to combat fever, and
which was also made into moxa for external application i.e. moxabustion).

Wo(19) vav
As per #i# (cleanse) + 7K water — deep and clear, cleansing flow of water — *clean* — *neat*;
*tidy*.

i (19) vav
As per Afi# (concentrate) + 77 bamboo — collection (= concentration) of bamboo tubes forming a
musical instrument — *bamboo flute*. Compare 5.

me (15) Tav
As per f&# (shrink) + [ mouth — *chew* food, reducing it to edible proportions.

e (16) Tav
H&# scorch + /K fire — *scorch*; *burn*. £ was devised to replace f£ after the latter came to
convey abstract as well as concrete meanings.

fH (21) Tav
As per fE# (shrink) + H head — *emaciated* visage — *haggard*; *worn-out™.

Ho(13) Yuivav
Hi# nest + JJ sword/knife — destructive actions of a nest of cut-throat outlaws — *destroy*; *cut

KL

off* — *cut*. §i| and &) are effectively variant forms; compare the replacement of JJ by /J in .

B o13) Yvivav
Hi# nest + /) power/energy — destructive actions of a nest of cut-throat outlaws — *seize*;
*steal*; *destroy*; *kill*. i) and 5 are effectively variant forms; compare the replacement of JJ



by 77 in .

(15 Vv
Hi# nest (— shape indicator) + A tree/wood — scoop fish with a nest-shaped wooden implement

— *scoop fish with a net*; *net for scooping fish*. *Eradicate* and *bring to an end* are borrowed
meanings.

B (12) v=w

As per FK# (shrunken) + 1 mouth — shrunken voice — *whimper*; *cry* (softly); *chirp*.

M (12) vav;iay KT
As per Fk# (shrunken) + 7K water — *puddle*; *small pond*. In Japan, the character has also been
applied to *swampland*.

B (14) 2o, WLIETH LENRDL
As per Fk# (shrunken) + EL tile/earthenware — brick *wall of a well* («— prevent well water from
evaporating, a form of shrinking). Also, a place *paved with flat stones* as well as *floor tile*.

M (18) = LYW
As per £k# (shrunken) + & leather — shrunken piece of leather (compare ¥§) — *leather strap*
(wound about the tail of a beast of burden).

Iy (10) Tav;iFio (L)
As per H# (resemble in miniature) + [ mountain — portion of a high and *steep mountain* («
portion that resembles the entirety) — *rugged*; *rough*.

Oo(14) vavE (D)

As per H# (resemble in miniature) + 5 words — *criticize*; *blame*; *ridicule* («+— reduce
another person's stature). For the concept of reduction, note the idea of shrinkage conveyed by the
£ element of the variant form Ff.

(15) Tav & (20) 10 () ;&)
As per H# (resemble in miniature) + 4 metal — *melt* a lump of metal — *wear down/out*.
Also, *erase™ and *eliminate™.

#(20) Yv;Eb ()
As per 5&# as described in # (noisy chirping) + 5 words (for emphasis/clarification) — be
*noisy/clamorous®; *make a din*.

7 o(13) vav
As per F5# (slender object curving upward) + 5% thread — slender, curving pattern on embroidery
— *embroidered object™.

o Yoy
As per &# (array) + fit boat — fleet of (small) boats — *boat*; *small boat*.

fE (14) Y7772l (D)



15# build/make + .[» heart/emotions. The original signification is unclear, but likely had something
to do with anxiety, grief or another state involving shriveled emotions; compare the Old Chinese

cognates ik & 1 15 Mt and ZX. In Japanese, fii conveys the meanings *devise/contrive/think up*
(an idea, particularly, in a hurry) along with *certainly* and *likely*.

8 12) vav;Vv;9o(F)
As per ZV# (small/slight) + <& (money) — *paper money*; *bank notes*. *Snatch* and *seize* are
borrowed meanings.

L (14) >=2v7;0L0)

wE# appoint + A person (— human agency) — *hire*; *pay wages* — *rent*.

B 9) Tav;ic(d);°2(F)

As per H# (resemble in miniature) + A person — *resemble* (another person) — *disguise
oneself* («— dress down or otherwise alter one's appearance so as to resemble others). Also,
*be(come) thin/emaciated* («— reduced semblance of oneself).

M (13) vav; X
As per H# (resemble in miniature) + 5& thread — portion of *raw silk fabric* resembling the
entirety — *thin, raw silk*.

o (13) Y7270 (F)
As per B# (search) + /' building — *search* for/*seek* something concealed within a narrow
space — *conceal*; *be concealed*.

B (15) Y Ln

As per B# (narrow/thin) + H eye — eye socket with only a thin scar, no eyeball — *blind*.

& (13) Y752 ()
#&# scratch + /[ heart/emotions — *agitation*; *anxiety* (« figurative scratching of the heart).

H (13) YUi;vay; 57
As per H# (resemble in miniature) + 7 bamboo — small *basket/container* of woven bamboo in
which boiled rice is kept.

w17 Yv
Bi# nest + 5k thread — create a nest-like shape in reeling thread onto a spool (compare %) — *reel
thread*.

W (12) vav;vay
As per £k# (shrunken) + /C» heart/emotions — feelings of a shrunken heart — *anxiety* —
*change of countenance*. Compare and contrast 7%, which repositions the :[» element.

W (13) var, D&
As per #K# (shrunken) + K tree/wood — tree characterized by slender branches — Catalpa ovata;
Mallotus japonicus.



fifs (18) vav;Yv,;l=Z
Abbreviated form# of i octopus + £ fish (for emphasis/clarification) — *octopus*.

W(16) vav;H 5 (K)
As per #i# (concentrate) + [1 mouth — *howl/roar* (< concentrated noise produced by the

mouth). Also, *brag* and *lie brazenly* (the meanings of the Japanese verb 9% 5<), in the sense
of talking big (« loud voice).

M (10) av;Ywind (05)

As per H# (resemble in miniature) + F hand/action indicator — *select®/*snatch* a portion of an
object (according to which the smaller piece resembles the larger one). Also, *bring/take* along (a
portion of a larger object).

Hl 9) 7,0 79(%)
As per H# (resemble in miniature) + JJ sword/knife — shave, scrape, plane or pare, creating small

likenesses of the original object — *shave/plane/pare®; *reduce*; *remove*; *erase*; *cut*;
*delete™.

B (17) v/

A depiction of a small bronze container in the shape of a sparrow, presented as a reward for services
rendered to the state, and used for warming alcohol. The meaning later shifted to indicate a goblet,
specifically, one in a set of goblets. *Peerage* and *court ranking™* are associated meanings, via the
social strata of the recipients.

i (17) v=227;65 (5100557 - 11D)

As per f5# (shrink) + 5% thread — shrunken fabric — *shrink*; *reduce*; *contract®; *compress*;
*shrivel*; *make or become smaller/shorter®. Also, *wrinkled*, *crimped*, *curly*, *wavy*, and
*frizzy*. For the connection between threads and compression/compaction, compare .

BO(11) %7 8F, S0 (L -ivd)
As per 5# (slender and pendent) + = roof/building — *desolate* building, where silence hangs in
the air — *still*; *deserted*; *lonely* — *lacking®; *sad*.

i (13) v=7 Shinjitai 7 (11)
An abbreviated form of il (concentration) + an abbreviated form# of & (demarcate in writing) —
concentrate in writing — *quiet* («— quiet atmosphere promoting concentration); *solemn*.

Bl (6) T2, ok (l2)

The relevant oracle bone form of 5l shows it to have been H moon (— evening) + $# kneeling
figure with arms extended — predawn labor — *early* (in the morning). Also, *fast* (« be/finish
early « early) and *long ago* («— early point in time). Compare the transition from early morning

darkness to the idea of early/fast in 5.

Bt (19) v=a7;va2v;507 (%)
As per 5t# (contract) + /& leg/foot — contract the leg muscles (compare %) in kicking/trampling
— *kick™*; *tread on*; *trample*.

g (21) v/



As per E3# (small) + 1 mouth — *chew* food into small pieces. Compare .

Bo(11) &%
As per #43# as described in X (slender and pendent) + L% (battle-ax) — *battle-ax* with a slender,
elliptical haft — *hatchet®. (Familial) *relative®, *grieve* and *sad* are borrowed meanings.

B(18) vav
As per JHi# (slender) + /& leg/foot — slender, taut leg muscles (compare Fit) — *urgent* (« taut

condition/situation). *Knit the brows* and *scowl* are borrowed meanings via %.

£ () P79
/)Mt small + 4E short, squat bird — (small) *sparrow*.

& (28) 7, 0H
The top element# combines 4 action indicator + an element depicting a chisel in F (a mortar) —
chisel (v.). % adds 4> metal — *bore* with a metal *chisel*.

M (15) v=7; 7%
As per ## (slender and pendent) + /& leg/foot — crippled leg (hanging from the torso) — *take

short steps* (« restricted length of the steps of one with a crippled leg; compare 7). *Level* is a
borrowed meaning.

M (18) v=7
As per f5# (shrink) + /& leg/foot — *take short steps* (compare H{) in walking carefully.

B (22) 70
As per E## (small) + ‘K fire — small *torch*. Later, the meaning extended to include *bonfire*.

W (15) v =7
As per Jii# (slender) + X tree/wood — slender variety of *maple*.

i (13) 2oy, A7 S s (1)
[l mountain + /5# high/tall — the long, curving and narrow ridges of a *towering* mountain —
*volume*; *bulk*.

K () YU
An abbreviated form# of 5% (mausoleum) + A tree/wood — wooden structure dedicated to
ancestors. *Song dynasty* (C.E. 960-1279) is a borrowed meaning.

% (14) Yo
As per 5%# (link) + 5& thread — link and thereby *arrange*/*unite* numerous threads — *rule*;
*control*.

B (15) VY7, ay
As per 77%# (link) + /& leg/foot — link formed by a trail of *footprints* — *traces*; *tracks*.
Compare 3, B, 5 and Ht.



B O(12) YU
As per 5%# (link) + & jewel — linked, *jeweled implement* (used on ritual or ceremonial
occasions).

tR(14) YU bEE
As per 77%# (link) + 2K rice — grains of glutinous rice tightly packed/linked in a *dumpling*.
Compare #£.

=) Yy

As per 5%# (link) + 7K water — *flowing water* — *the sound of flowing water*.

B 8) v=;&(%-1D)

H ear + X# hand/action indicator — take hold of an enemy's severed head by one ear — *take*;
*grasp*; *take away*; *seize*; *rob*; *remove*; *eliminate* — *obtain*; *get* (a
prize/grade/salary etc.); *hand/pass along*; *pick up*; *come oft/out*.

£ () YUirL®-%)
The relevant bronzeware inscription form combines an abbreviated form# of /& leg/foot + K

(slender, limber figure of a running youth) — *run* — *first product of the season*; *herald of a
beginning* («— run ahead).

B (15) v=;kbiex

As per Hi# (take hold of) + 4 run — move hurriedly toward something that has taken hold of one's
interests — *interest*; *taste® («— move toward that which attracts one) — *intent*; *aim* («— that
toward which the heart moves) — *import*; *purport®; *tenor*; *meaning®* — *contents*;
*aspect*; *appearance*.

& (9) VU7 (TD)

The relevant seal inscription form is J1- (pair of hands) + an element# representing a skinned,
sacrificial animal the limbs of which are gathered together — *offer*/*present™ a sacrificial animal
— *report*; *play an instrument* («— offer a report/recital).

B (15) A7, A 09,0 (%) Shinjitai #2 (13)
As per :# (continuum) + A action indicator — enumerate people or a continuum of objects —
*count*®; *number*.

B (10) =; 227
Doubling of an element combining /J an abbreviated form of 7 (encompass/envelop) + H grass
shoot — compress *cut* grass into bundles — *mow™* — *fodder*; *hay*.

R (11) A
As per Hi# (take hold of) + . piled earth (— hill/town) — narrow *corner* of a settlement that has
taken hold on a hillside — *remote area*; *village*.

;W (15) A=
As per H# (take hold of) + 5 words — take into consideration the opinions of many —
*consult/confer*.



® (14) v=; vayiVa
As per Hi# (take hold of) + K a variant of #¢ (move/be in formation) — take hold of/*collect* an
*assemblage™ of people.

B 24 v=v
J&# assemblage + J& horse — galloping assemblage of horses — *gallop* — *fast*; *sudden* —
*often* («— quick repetition of an act «<— gallop).

& (12) YU hink
As per Z5# (gather) + 7K water — ships in a *port/harbor*, gathered/assembled in a tight group —
*assemble®.

% (16) Vv
As per Z5# (gather) + i vehicle — spokes of a wheel that *gather*/*collect™* at the hub (compare
fi and ¥&).

#h (15) >a; A Lb

As per ## (compress) + [ skin/hide — *wrinkle* (< compressed skin) — *crease*.

wo(17) A=
As per #3# (compress) + #E run — compress time and space in running — *run*; *hasten toward*;
*head for*. For the connection between compression/compaction and running, compare 3.

Bt (18) AU UV
As per %3# (compress) + £ short, squat bird — *chick* (< bird of compressed size) — *infant*.
Also, a *prefix* indicating a small and/or cute object.

# (18) YU, s
As per #i# (continuum of objects) + #ifi grass/plant — thick vegetation in a *swamp* or *marsh*
— *thicket®; *grove*.

w21 YUsA
As per ## (continuum of objects) + /7 bamboo — *bamboo basket* containing a large assemblage
of rice/food or other objects.

B (1) v=;& (D)
As per fi# (take hold of) + 2 woman — *take as a bride*; *marry*.

v (1) YUz vay
As per Hi# (take hold of) + * hand/action indicator — take in hand and *grasp firmly* — *be on
night watch* (« grasp/grab offenders).

W7 YU e h (B3D) Rl
As per Jfi# (arrows piled beneath a pennant/banner) + 77 bamboo — bamboo *arrowheads*
(compare #k) — *swarm*; *collect*.

B (20) AT v a2



#3# fodder + J5 horse — (cut grass used as) fodder/hay for horses — *stable hand*; *ostler* («
person responsible for feeding horses their fodder/hay) — *servant®.

& (13) Yv
As per Z5# (skinned) + A flesh — the hypodermis (skin layer between the epidermis and
bone/muscle) — *skin*.

i (19) V3=
As per Hi# (take hold of) + £t fish — (general term for) *small fish* (caught by hand) — *small
person*.

w14 Vi)

Hk# suck + 7K water — *rinse* one's mouth by sucking in water — *wash*; *gargle*.

W (7)) V7T (RB)
The relevant seal inscription form is /K# tree/wood + a cord for bundling — compact firewood by
wrapping a cord around it — *bundle* — *restrict*; *refrain*; *counter* (for bundled objects).

H(10) V75T B (00 513 (W FED D)

As per J# (compact) + & movement — time compacted/compressed in rushing about (compare
7 and ) — *fast*; *quick*; *speedy* — *prompt*; *immediately*; *speed*. For the connection
between compaction/compression and running, also compare ##.

() Vsl T (LT 05-5)
A depiction of a *leg*/*foot*. Conceptually, the Old Chinese term attached to & would have

involved compression or compaction (compare the cognate %), for instance, in compacting an
object by stamping or trampling it — *sufficient®; *ample* («— compact sufficiently/amply for the
purpose) — *serve a purpose®. Also, *add*/*supplement™ (< add material to that being
compacted) — *compensate* (for); *aid*.

it (9) V797203 ()
As per &# (compress) + A person (— human agency) — *press* — *urge* — *stimulate*; *draw
attention to*.

e (11) V7
K# arrow + an abbreviated form of i (pennant/banner) — arrows piled beneath the fluttering
pennant of a *clan*/*tribe* — *family*.

SE(12) var,yr,yr b
K here a variant form# of Z8 millet + P8 (nest-like object) — *foxtail millet*, *unhusked millet*,
or other type of *grain* in a basket/colander.

e (10) Y7;97;L5(x5)
As per &# (compress) + F hand/action indicator — compress the hand about an object —
*grasp*; *catch*; *seize* — *capture™®; *arrest*.

it (22) ®7; Y7 a7



As per J&-# (compress) + ¥ teeth — compress the teeth in chewing rapidly. The compound HZif
indicates *fretfulness*.

W (19) V7, 7,0h
As per [5# (arrows piled beneath a pennant/banner) + 4 metal — pile of metal *arrowheads*.
Compare #%.

W (14) 77T ESL

As per f5# (arrows piled beneath a pennant/banner) + Y grass/plant — *gather* then pile
*luxuriant vegetation* in the manner of arrows piled beneath a pennant. Also, a *frame for
silkworms to spin cocoons® («— gathering of many silkworms).

B (16) V7
As per J# (compact) + & food/eating — compacted *food piled high in a cooking vessel*.

o1 Yr7ivar;90)
As per J# (compact) + X bent, open-mouthed figure — *suck* in the cheeks in inhaling —
*inhale*.

= (1) Vo EE
The variant form 7 is the original form: 7< hole + [X1# a compressed stream of smoke escaping a

ventilation hole (compare [17]) — *window*. % is a variant form of %, which is /< hole + &, an
obsolete character indicating agitation (likened to the heart being compressed).

# (17) Y7 Shinjitai #& (14)

4 thread + J&# as described in 7% (compression) — compress/*tighten* threads into a unified
tassel — *unify*; *overall*; *total*; *general* («— pull a variety of objects into a single unit;
compare #2) — *control*. For the image of compression/compaction vis—a—vis threads, compare

.

=8 av Yy
= roof/building + 7~# altar/the supernatural — mausoleum with an altar, where the deified souls of

ancestors are linked with their descendants (compare fit) — *founder* — *religion* (« believers
gathering about an altar) — *sect®; *branch*.

2 (1) AT
As per 5%# (link) + [l mountain — *towering* range of mountains — *lofty*; *noble* —
*respect®; *revere®; *worship* («— look up to something/someone).

7 (1) Yo, Lz (525> 7TC)  Shinjitai & (10)

Originally, ZE# run + Lt line up — run with others in a line — *accompany*; *follow*; *submit
to*; *obey*; *abide by* — *consequently*; *in accordance with*; *therefore®. Also, *subdue* and
*conquer* («— cause to submit). M is a variant form that appears in dual-element characters such as
A% AE and . 7K is another variant form, this one appearing in 2§ and #&.

it (17) ¥=7;7=7C Shinjitai #t (16)
1it# follow + 5% thread — one warp thread following another in *vertical* linkage — (vertical)



*height® or *length*.

% (9) YU;8LK(D)
The right-hand element# is a variant of 7% offer. 15 adds & movement — *send* offerings —
*send/see oft™; *give*; *transport™*.

% (18) Tav ¥
F2 hair + #A# (open) — open spaces between sparse patches of *disheveled* hair — *loose*;
*rough*. Also, *pore* (of a Japanese radish or burdock root).

B (14) Y,sL()
I is as per & # as described in %% (compression) + H ear — *keen hearing* (< compressed
concentration) — *sharp-witted*; *wise*. & has been supplanted by the form 2.

2 09) YU
As per ZJ# (compression) + :[» heart/emotions — compress time in rushing about (compare 3# and
#R) — *be flustered*; *in a rush/hurry*; *do in haste*.

2 (12) YU hE
As per Z# (compression) + §ifi grass/plant — *leek* (with leaves compressed within a cylinder).
Compare #.

HE (15) av; b
it here an abbreviated form# of #{f vertical + K tree/wood — *fir* (« tree species that can reach
over 70-80 meters in height).

B (17) av; 2R (500 T)
7€ here an abbreviated form# of #{¢ vertical + H ear — prick up one's ears — *rise*; *tower*
(over). *Strut* is a borrowed meaning.

Bt (18) vav
1it# follow + & leg/foot — *footprints* following one after the other — *traces*; *tracks*.
Compare 35, B, 5 and £z

# (18) YU <Shebh; 1ob (135%)
As per Hi# (take hold of) + % as described in ¥ (thick clump of tall grass) — take hold of and
*gather bushes*/*shrubs* — *thicket™.

wo(12) Vv

Originally, Z2# (compression) + T hand/action indicator — compress in unifying — *all*;
*overall*. Compare #. The present form, replacing F with f*, was no doubt created under the
influence of the unrelated character %).

i (12) vav;3<(3r)
As per H# (compact) + V7. stand — shrink in reverence/awe — *revere*; *be in awe of* —
*respect™.



(15 Vv
The right-hand element is Bt terrible + 4 leg/foot pointed downward — stand rooted in place in
fear. To the right-hand element# (stuck/rooted in place), #& adds 2K rice — sticky *rice dumpling*.

A (5) YU
Effectively a variant form of [&] as described in %% (compression), suggesting the compression of
time in rushing — *busy*; *rushed*; *hurried*. Compare &.

7w a1 Yo
Z# *rushed*; *hurried*. Here, A\ has no semantic function, being used simply to reinforce
meanings that weakened in the original one.

R (10) vav;BEND)

As per H# (compact) + /[» heart/emotions — shrink in *fear* or *dread*. Compare ¥ and #£.

HE (19) >
Variant form of J&# as described in Z% (compression) + E head — *fontanel*, (open spaces in an
infant's skull, eventually covered when bone is compressed/fuses over them). Compare 52, and &,

o) Ry, ay
As per #2# (open) + [l mountain — *high mountain* range with wide open spaces between its
peaks.

B2 (19) Vo, 7= ThHiH
As per the right-hand element# as described in #& (stuck/rooted in place) + & horse — thick,
firmly rooted hair of a horse's *mane*.

B (19) Vv
As per the right-hand element# as described in #2 (stuck/rooted in place) + & tripod cooking vessel
— heavy *cooking pot* (rooted in place).

Ba 1 Yv
As per B # as described in ZX (agitation) + 55 horse — agitated/energetic horse — *horse the coat
of which is partially white and partially bluish-black* («— particular type of energetic horse).

(15 vay
1it# follow + .L» heart/emotions — compliant state of mind — *advise*; *persuade* («
advise/persuade another person to comply).

Ht (19) Tav;YviI3Z
& here an abbreviated form# of #{f vertical + 4> metal — metal *spear* (carried vertically).

RO B WTR
A depiction of a thin stream of water spouting from a round *spring* — *fountain*;
*fountainhead*.

4 (6) Br (0 o712 (K)



An abbreviated form# of fi neat assemblage/alignment + F (ruler who spans heaven and earth,
bringing them into harmony) — ruler who arranges everything *fully*/perfectly — *full*;
*perfect®; *all*; *entirely*; *completely™®; *utterly* — *in truth*; *indeed*.

7 (10) v
As per 2# (fully) + K tree/wood — cylindrical wooden nail/wedge serving to fully stop an object
up as a *plug*, *stopper* or *bar*.

Bo(14) Y
i is a depiction of calculating sticks used by being placed in close, circular formation. The relevant
seal inscription form of 5% is an abbreviated form# of i + an element combining /7 bamboo and

1 pair of hands — arrange bamboo calculating sticks in making calculations — *calculate*;
*count™ — *estimate™; *number®; *enumerate*; *rank*. The present form substitutes an

abbreviated form of E: (tool) in place of the calculating sticks element.

# (15 kU a6 (8
As per 32# (arrange in formation) + & movement (— action indicator) (for emphasis/clarification)
— arrange prior to making a selection — *select®; *choose™.

%7 9) v=v
%2 is as per U (run) + & leg/foot pointed downward — stop running and stand erect. Hesitant is an

associated meaning («— immobile with indecision). To %2# (stand erect), & adds A person —
person of *quality,* *genius* and/or *excellence* («— superior posture).

B2 (14) Y3 (heoidn)

As per 2# as described in {& (stand erect) + P4 alcohol — *sour* alcohol that, when imbibed,
causes the body to stiffen (= become erect) in revulsion — *acid* («— sour or souring agent) —
*severe*.

P 3) A~
The relevant bronzeware inscription form is X hand + a line, indicating a hand or (thin) finger
settled upon another object (such as in taking a person's pulse) — *unit of measurement™

(approximately that of a finger). In characters such as ffif % <F =% and &, =} functions as an action
indicator.

ko) Vot

As per ~1# (settle) + K tree/wood — settlement bordering or within woods — *village*.

17 (6) Vv, /v
The relevant seal inscription form combines an abbreviated form# of 1 exist + - child —

*existence* represented by children/descendants (compare £?)— *keep*/settle (in place) (<
maintain existence) — *know* («— have knowledge of what exists).

7% (10) Yo xS

The relevant oracle bone form of this character combines - child and ¥ here an abbreviated
form# of the middle element described in JiL (posterity) — *descendants* manifesting a family's
lineage (compare 17) — *grandchild* («<— child/children of one's child). A bronzeware inscription



form replaces X with 5% thread, while a seal inscription form further refines the character by
replacing >& with 5% connection, emphasizing familial continuity.

B (12) Vi Teol (0 5) 858 (- 5)

The relevant oracle bone form of this character combines ¥ alcohol container + /I pair of hands
— set in place a valuable *alcohol cask* — *respect*®; *value*; *valuable®; *precious* — *noble*;
*honorific title*. The present form substitutes ~{# (settle) for /I-. In derivative characters, %
sometimes appears in the form seen for example in 1, 4 and fi#d.

B(15) Vo
As per i# (settle) + & movement — settle a matter — *follow*; *comply with*; *obey*.

B (13) V22 (8- 1%)

As per E# (round) + F hand/action indicator — make a round hole in damaging an object —
*loss*; *harm™; *damage*; *ruin* — *decrease*; *sink*; *hollow*; *humble oneself*; *fail*;
*miss*.

£ (10) o, valiRess
#£ here an abbreviated form# of # (squat at a cliff) + | (gather) — swift *(peregrine) falcon*(s)
squatting at a cliff — *bold/intrepid* person.

Bl (18) v

7% here an abbreviated form# of % (pierce a hole) + f rat/mouse — rat/mouse piercing a hole and
fleeing — *flee* (and *conceal* oneself) — *expel*; *drive off/out*. *Rewrite*, *rework* and
*edit* are borrowed meanings.

F ) o hAdax
Horizontal line# suggesting a bar + ' gate — cylindrical *bolt/bar* of a gate fitted into its slot.
Note that the horizontal line is not the single-stroke, independent character meaning "one"; compare

H and K.

7 (13) '

As per £# (fully) + 5 words — *discuss* fully — *indication*; *selection* («— procedure
dictated as a result of full discussion) — *result*; *effect™ («— ultimate outcome of procedure
chosen).

B o(6) Vv

Variant form of %i# (arrange neatly) + /. possession — arrange objects one has taken into
possession — *take possession of by force®; *rob*.

2= (0 Y
Variant form of %i# (arrange neatly) + 5% thread — arrange threads into a neat braid — *compile*;
*collect™.

o (13) Yo 0%
As per jii# as described in % (close, circular formation) + i grass/plant — *garlic* (the heads of
which are arranged in close, circular formation).



3 (12) Yo leoH
The relevant seal inscription form is a variant of M# a variant form of /¢ follow + /I pair of hands
— arrange people so that they follow in close, circular formation (compare i&). *Southeast* is a

borrowed meaning. In derivative characters, 3% is also written in the variant form seen on the right-

hand side of Mg, £ and f%.

% (15 ' P26 (5)

As per 52# (arrange in formation) + 5 hand/action indicator — collect and arrange (writings) —
*compile* writings — *write*; *compose™® («— write/compose for compilation). *Select* is a
borrowed meaning via .

B (21) v
As per 3&# (arrange in formation) + £ food/eating — arrange food in making an offering — *make
an offering* — *offering™®; *partake*.

I (10) S=y
As per 2# as described in {8 (stand erect) + [l mountain — *steep, high mountain* — *severe*.

% (10) v=v
As per 2# as described in {8 (stand erect) + /[» heart/emotions — stand erect in a formal display of
repentance — *repent™®.

®(10) =22 83509)
As per %2# as described in £ (stand erect) + 7K water — *dredge* to restart the flow of

standing/stagnant water (compare ) — *clean out*; *drag*. See also &, which is effectively a
variant form of this character.

%®(12) var
As per 2# as described in f&# (stand erect) + 37 stand — stand erect — *complete*; *terminate*
(«— complete causing something to stand erect).

BE (17) v=v
As per 2&# as described in & (stand erect) + & horse — (erect, and) *fine, well-proportioned
horse* — *swift*; *excellent™ (person).

O
As per ~I'# (settle) + :[» heart — settle a finger on a person's vein in taking the latter's pulse —
*infer®; *suppose*; *conjecture* («— measure and draw a conclusion).

(9 Yr;2Llb(2%)
As per {7# (settle in place) + F hand/action indicator — *set/place* — *make*; *manufacture*;
*craftsmanship*.

H(13) Vi< (D)
F%# descendant; grandchild + & movement/action indicator — *humble oneself*; *be modest*;
*yielding*; *concede* («— behavior considered proper for young people with respect to their



elders).

M (16) V>i7-%

B&i# cask + AN tree/wood — *cask*®, *barrel*, *keg* or *wooden container*.

M (19) v vrvar 5 9KE D) o<IE0)
Bt settle + /& leg/foot — settle into a *squat/crouch* (compare ).

fim (23) Vv ET
24# alcohol cask + £ fish — fish preserved in a cask/barrel. In Japan the character has been
applied to *trout*.

8 (25 v
As per B# (accumulate in small increments) + 5% thread — *succeed to*/*inherit* a gradually
accumulated estate, the transferal process likened to a thread linking generations.

#® 27) Vv E (D)l
As per B# (accumulate in small increments) + 4 metal — *drill/bore*, with shavings

accumulating in small increments — *a drill*. Compare #5. Also, *make a deep/profound study of*
(«— drill deeply).

7= (1) 'r
As per 22# (fully) + J illness — *healing of/recovery from an illness* (« full recovery).

% (12) B9z
As per 2# (fully) + 77 bamboo — *fish trap* filled with the fish caught in it. Compare #f.

8 (14) By I (%)
As per 22# (fully) + 4= metal — fill a scale in measuring/weighing — *weigh*; *measure*. Also,
*choose an official* with appropriate skills for a certain post and *select* (people/goods).

& (13) =y 9 King)
A variant of £ (sleek peregrine falcon), suggesting something well-proportioned — *person of
excellent proportions*; *excellent®; *outstanding*.

fi& (15) =29 < (D)
As per f5# (well-proportioned) + A person — handsome (and talented/outstanding) person —
*conspicuous/outstanding person*; *outstanding™®; *excellent™.

i 21) By 0 1F (D)
As per f&# (well-proportioned) + 4 metal — *chisel* metal into a well-proportioned work —
*drill* (n. and v.); *bore* (v.). Compare #&. *Demotion* is a borrowed meaning.

Z (1) var; L ER)
As per 2# as described in f&# (stand erect) + & movement — *draw/step back* in increments
(maintaining an erect posture) — *retreat™®.



W (9) Var;var;EIl
As per fJ# (cycle/circle — perfect circle) + :[» heart/emotions — perfect attentiveness —
*attentive™®; *sincere*; *careful*.

Me (10) Y&y
As per {7# (settle in place) + A tree/wood — set a *fish trap* or *weir* in place (compare %5) —
*rough-woven fence/enclosure®.

¥ O(10) Y=y
As per %2# as described in £ (stand erect) + K dog/beast — a mythical beast of obscure attributes.
The compound %45 refers to a lion.

e (12) v=»
As per 2&# as described in & (stand erect) + H field — *agricultural administrator* (< one who
stands erect in overseeing, in contrast to farm workers who bend in labor; compare ¥ and 77).

® (14) =V
As per Z# as described in £ (stand erect) + /& leg/foot — *stand with the feet together* —
*squat* (« lower the body, but keep the back erect/straight). For "squat," compare .

£ 9 B
As per 22# (fully) + ¥ grass/plant — *aromatic plant* with a rich (= full) fragrance. *Fish trap* is
a borrowed meaning, via 25,

B(10) BBy 0TIck
As per £# (fully) + 2 cow — cow fully of one color — *cow with a hide of a single color* —
*sacrificial cow™.

B2 Vv
An abbreviated form of & meal, simplifying the element at top to 4/ evening — *evening meal*.

' s v
As per Bi# (settle) + T hand/action indicator — settle a matter — *exercise restraint*. & is
effectively a variant form of &

JE (10) VT (%)

A sit + ] building — place indoors where people *sit* — *seat* — *constellation* («—
gathering of stars); *theater* («— grouping of seats).

® (10) A1;8E5(25D)
The relevant seal inscription form is 4% clothing + an element# indicating a straw raincoat — straw

raincoat wrapped about the shoulders — *weaken*; *decline* (« straw that becomes sodden and
shrinks).

B (13) 1brkEBs(L-9)

As per £# (squat): — squat (with the *urge*) to defecate — *meeting/gathering/function* («



gathering at which attendees squat) — *sponsor*; *hold* («— sponsor/hold a meeting). Here, A has
no semantic function, being used simply to create a derivative character conveying meanings that
dropped from the original one.

3B (13) PA; oA

The relevant seal inscription form is H# (nose) + ¢ needle/cutting tool — criminal marked for life
by having his nose cut off (compare &) — *crime*; *sin*; *guilt*; *accuse*; *punish*; *mistake*.
As the H atop 3 form was uncomfortably similar to the character &£ (emperor), it was eventually
transformed into " atop FE.

$H (18) H;<&Y
The right-hand element# is /> small + H bivalve shell — small shells, pierced and strung together

(compare & and Af). #4 adds 4 metal — small loops of metal linked in a *chain* — *shut*;
*close* («— close links in creating a chain).

X 3) AA

A depiction of a dragging leg/foot, suggesting slow progress — *proceed slowly*, with great effort.
Reference sources sometimes pair X with X, but they are separate characters.

B P TH (%)

As per M# a variant form of ¢ (people in close formation) + = earth — people seated in a circle
on the ground — *sit* — *be inactive*; *be* — *go*; *come* («— go/come, seated in a
conveyance). *Somehow* and *somewhat* are borrowed meanings. The ancient pronunciation of
the character suggests that the ground intended by +: was specifically a hill or pile of earth;
compare HE HE % and FA.

# (10) ¥;<CK-FD)
As per 2# (circular) + F hand/action indicator — *crush* or *break* in flattening objects into a

circular shape (compare ) — *frustrate* (a plan); *dampen* (spirits) (< crush ambitions). Also,
*sprain* (an ankle) («— result of excessive downward pressure).

e (11) YA
As per tE# (exert downward pressure) + |1l mountain — *high/towering* cliff/precipice at which
one squats for safety (compare the crouching figure as described in f& and in &).

a4 W
As per the right-hand element# described in 4 (small shells, pierced and strung together) + &
jewel — *small* fragments (of jewels, linked in a chain) — *trifling™.

fii (12) ¥ A1 30 (D)
As per ffi# (neatly aligned) + F hand/action indicator — *align neatly*; *measure*; *weigh* —
*surmise®; *conjecture®.

# (14) V1;<CK);<EKTD)
As per # (squat) + F hand/action indicator — *crush*/*smash*/*break* in making squat
(compare #). Also, *stretch* (to the point of causing destruction/harm).



% (11 ¥;0
As per 2# as described in {8 (stand erect) + K tree/wood — erect *shuttle* of a loom. Compare
F¥.

B (14) A A5

As per 3=Z# (wrap about) + /A tree/wood — *rafter®* (upon which a roof is wrapped).

w0y YiEETT

?V# sand + W grass/plant — variety of *sedge* (« plant that grows in poor/sandy soil).

l9) WY (D)

As per A# (circular) + J) sword/knife — *cut/chop* finely and arrange the pieces in a circle.

HE(12) W

As per A# (circular) + ¥ illness — circular *lump*, *boil* or *pimple*.

Jill (8) ¥ 3 (%)

The left-hand element# is a variant of & (bend). fil] adds J] sword/knife — bend in scraping
(compare %) — *scrape away impurities* — *rub*; *clean* («— compare #%) — *print* («— rub
paper on a woodblock with a brush).

T (11) BV
Originally, ¥ rain/natural phenomena + £# sweep — *snow* («<— natural element regarded as

sweeping the earth clean). Eventually, only the hand element of £ was retained in 5.

R (8) VY

The relevant seal inscription form combines an abbreviated form# of 3 (compact unit) + 7<
clothing — uniform worn by soldiers compacted into an orderly unit — *common soldier* —
*servant®. *Termination®, *finally*, *die* and *suddenly* are borrowed meanings. A variant form,

7, appears in the Shinjitai (new character form) styles of %, #¢ and .

e (13) YA;<72(K-17%) Shinjitai ¢ (9)
As per Z5# (compact) + 1 stone — *break down/crush/pulverize* stones (compare ¥ and ) —
*smash* — *rack one's brains*; *wane*.

FE (14) AA; & Shinjitai ¢ (10)
As per Z# (compact) + K rice — compact rice in polishing/refining it — *pure* — *refined*;
*elegant®* — *style*.

fE (15) AA;d&(5) Shinjitai B (11)

As per Z&# (compact) + P alcohol — break down (become figuratively compacted) in drunkenness
— (become) *drunk/intoxicated*; *become sick®; *experience motion sickness*.

Bl (9) AA

A variant of fifi (lead soldiers), specifying a *general* or *supreme commander*.

B (10) AA;772(0-5)



/I~ altar/the supernatural + [1i# protrude — emergence/appearance of evil spirits — *evils/ills* —
*curse®; *haunt*; *punishment*.

T (12) BA, 8100013

% hair (tripled), likely created as a variant form of an obsolete character with the meanings
*hair/fur* — *fuzz*; *fluff*; *nap*; *down*. The pronunciation of £ was affected by a character
(used in Chinese only) adding /< at top.

B
The right-hand element is ¢ as described in (£ (cut off) + 4/ (here not "moon" but a variant of %

severed bone/death) — cut off the flow of blood. £ adds 5 hand/action indicator — press/squeeze
a body part, cutting off the flow of blood — *come close* — *imminent*.

Bo (6) v a0

A depiction of a slender-handled ancient weapon (compare JX and the phonetically similar I, both
indicating battle axes) used to exterminate enemies. *Dog™* (as the *eleventh sign of the Chinese
zodiac*) and *7-9 P.M.* are borrowed meanings.

B (11) AA 8RN
As per Z# (compact) + /[» heart/emotions — physical and emotional paucity — *emaciation*
(compare J4). *(My) son* is a borrowed meaning; compare .

w11 A
As per %# (compact) + 7K water — *temper* molten metal and fashion it into a sword by plunging
the metal into water — *anneal*; *quench* — *whip oneself on*. Compare 1.

FE (13) AA
As per Z# (compact) +J illness — emaciating illness — *grow thin/lean* (with illness); *be
worn out*. Compare 1.

# (14) AA;HED
As per Z5# (compact) + ] feather/wing — (female) *kingfisher* («— compact bird of *green*
color). Compare 7.

& (16) Fav; &A1, BA;%0
As per £# (dense growth) + /K tree/wood — wooden transport vehicle used in thick marshland —
*sleigh*; *sled*. For these meanings, compare the Made-in-Japan characters % and .

fE(10) YA Ehh

254 servant + A person — *assistant® — *assist*. *(My) son* is a borrowed meaning; compare
R,

2 (11) =2,

As per Z&# (compact) + |1l mountain — mountain *peak™® towering over a collection of lesser peaks
— *high*.



oA >
As per Z&# (compact) + K dog/beast — *sudden*; *abrupt* (« sudden attack made by wild
animals closing in on prey).

e (12) YA
As per Z5# (compact) + /K fire — *temper/anneal* pieces of metal in a fire, creating a single unit.
Compare .

e (13) AA
As per Z&# (compact) + H eye — focus the eyes on a single object — be *clear-eyed*.

#(15) A A

As per Z&# (compact) + = words — *interrogate* or *berate* with crushing pressure — *attack*.

# (13) Y A,50
As per F# (straw raincoat) + Jll grass/plant — *straw raincoat*. % was devised to replace 3=
following the latter's transformation of meanings.

B (18) AA; 50 ()
% here an abbreviated form# of & underground passage + < hole — follow a hole or
underground passage to its depths — *deep* — *profound*. Compare 3E.

HO®) YT
Hi# protrude + W grass/plant — protruding bud/sprout — *to bud*; *to sprout®* — *flourishing

vegetation®. I} was devised as a replacement character for Hi after {1} acquired its associated and
extended meanings.

7oy vy
As per Z5# (compact) + F hand/action indicator — *grasp/clutch* (compacting an object) — *pull
up* (with a jerk) (« grab and pull up). Compare and contrast {2,

Bo(14) =T,
As per #£# (compact) + T+ hand/action indicator — compact an object by throwing it (or letting it
fall) to the ground — *fall*. Compare and contrast 4.

EH (8 vv;bo

A depiction of brushwood/firewood piled on a stove. However, # was borrowed for use as a
demonstrative pronoun, later evolving in meaning to the sense of "the one who does this" —
*person*. The present form of & and certain derivative characters of ¥ eliminate a diagonal stroke
above H, such as is retained for example in %, J& or 2.

E (1) F2:;650 () ;0WHEEL (LY

As per F# (pile) + Y grass/plant (— writing material such as bamboo strips) — compilation
(figurative pile) of writings on vegetation-based media — *literary work/effort* — *write*; *book*
— *marked*; *striking* («— writings that capture attention) — *adhere*; *meet with* (« fixity).



(D) b Bl
As per F# (pile) + (& village/settlement — *metropolis* or *capital* on a hill (= pile of earth) —
*gather*; *assemble®; *rule* (many people); *all*; *administrative division*.

# (12) v=a;2)
As per F# (pile of brushwood/firewood) + H sun/day — *hot*; *heat*. & was devised to replace
# after & acquired its borrowed meaning.

#(12) ¥¥;12(2%+5)
As per F# (pile of brushwood/firewood) + ‘X fire — *cook*; *boil*. Like &, 7. was devised to
replace # after ¥ acquired its borrowed meaning.

= (13) v=

As per F# (pile) + ™ net — pile of public offices in a large building, likened to a net —
(governmental) *office*; *workplace* — *assign®; *record*; *place™ (an object) («— functions
carried out in workplaces) — *signature* («— name recorded in its proper place).

t (14) va;Fa;8

As per F# (pile) + & thread — threads piled on a spool — *link*; *preface*; *cord* —
*beginning/end*; *protruding part of an object™ («— tip of spooled thread) — *clue*; *continuum*
(« tip that leads to the center or core).

# (15) va
As per F# (pile) + & words — compilation (figurative pile) of *many/various* words.

+ 3) F;hob
A depiction of a pile of *earth*.

L ORHENN
As per I# (pile) + 1 mouth — pile of vomited objects — *spew/vomit* — *exhale*; *belch*;
*disgorge™®; *spit*. Also, *utter* and *say*.

(7)) v ReLA

As per 1:# (pile of earth) + /I altar/the supernatural — crowd thronging an (earthen) altar —
*group of like-minded people*; (Shinto) *shrine*. Abbreviation for *company* is a Meiji-era
coinage representing an extended sense of the term (group formed for a specific purpose).

€ (10) K

As per I# (pile of earth) + 7 movement (with its elements repositioned as in {£) — walk barefoot
over uneven ground — *follower*; *foot soldier*; *fellow* (« follower/soldier etc. who goes
barefoot, or on foot) — *useless* («— useless follower etc.) — *in vain*. There is no etymological

connection between & and .

(14) A;bN;132>(%)  Shinjitai (7)

1% here a variant form of 75# (granary) + [] circular enclosure — enclosed granary. *Diagram*
and *draw™* are extended meanings in the sense of enclosing within the boundaries of a writing
medium; compare =/ and &/[#]. Also, *plan* (« diagram) and *attempt* (« plan an attempt).



£ (10) va;20(K)
The relevant bronzeware inscription form is & # (pile) + = implement held upright to carve/draw

characters — pile of documents comprising a written work (compare ) — *book*; *document*;
*letter™®; *calligraphy*; *style of writing Han/Chinese characters*.

Br (12) F=
The relevant oracle bone form of this character combines H commodities + a depiction of a square
frame — fill a container/storehouse with goods — *storage*; *lay in stock*; *save*. The square

frame element came to be written T°.

w (7)) BX;2%7,80,60 (V05 5Te-H05)
The relevant oracle bone form of this character combines K# great and ‘X fire — great, roaring fire
— *red* (« color of flames).

wo(11) v

As per 7R# (great) + A& action indicator — *forgive* («— great magnanimity).

JE (1) va

The relevant seal inscription form depicts the head of an animal burning over a fire + /'~ building
— indoor fire burning a pile of *many* and *various* kinds of objects, including animal parts —
*multitude*. Compare #4.

H (14) >, S22 X (D)
As per Jii# (pile) + & movement — pile objects in screening/cutting off — *obstruct*; *block*;
*cut off* — *interrupt™.

E (9 F;ew
An abbreviated form# of Ji. (pile) + X hand/action indicator — pile objects in small increments in
measuring carefully — *measure®*; *degree*; *times* — *whenever*.

1 (12) bl (3-2)
As per £# (pile in increments) + 7K water — *ferry* piles of objects across a river in increments
— *cross™* (a river) — *hand over* («— pass from one hand to another).

B (15) v 7-Fh (%)
As per Z# (stretch flat) + H commodities — *bestow™ goods on a subordinate lying prone in
obeisance — *grant*; *give* — *deign to*.

& (7)) Z:0E(F-0-2)
The relevant oracle bone form of this character is T:# pile of earth being smoothed (lazily) with a

scoop, with a bronzeware inscription form adding /\ split right and left — stretch the arms to both
sides to disperse surplus earth in smoothing/leveling a pile — *surplus* («— level surplus earth). In

Japan, 4% was also adopted as a Shinjitai (new character form) to replace £, according to which 4%
also conveys the meanings *remain*; *leave®; *be left over*.

i (16) I;HFE(F0-5)



As per Z3# (stretch) + £ food/eating — surplus food stretched over a table — *remain*; *leave*;
*be left over*.

£ (11) Y= Shinjitai X (9)
As per Z%# (stretch) + <% action indicator — stretch objects sequentially, in a line — *describe*;
*relate* («— recount sequentially; compare /). & sometimes appears in the form #X.

% (10) v=
As per 43# (stretch) + ¥ movement — lazy, stretching motion — *slow*, *deliberate*.

#® (10) b
As per 43# (stretch) + & movement — long *road/way* (one that stretches far) — *distance*;
*counter® (for routes).

B (10) Ya;0F(K)

As per 43# (disperse surplus earth) + - piled earth (for emphasis/clarification) — disperse surplus
earth — *remove* — *divide*; *exclude*; *cancel*; *abolish* — *except*. /& was devised to
replace 4% after 4% came to convey "surplus" rather than the idea of dispersal.

211 vl (W)
As per %3# (stretch) + =} ladle — stretch a ladle at a slant to pour out its liquid contents —
*slanting™®; *tilted*; *at an incline®; *crooked*; *diagonal*; *oblique*.

®(13) (D)
As per i# (stretch) + an element combining 7K water and - earth — stretch in spreading coats of
*mud* over a wall — *coat* — *paint*; *get muddy*.

® 9 TV

Variant of 4% (plant with a bitter taste) applied to *tea* — *brown*; *tea ceremony*.

& (8) v

An abbreviated form# of 4% (stretch) + [ ] circular enclosure (— a particular spot) — enclosed
place for stretching in relaxation — *resting spot*; *shelter*; *living quarters*. In &7, 4 appears in
the variant form .

11 vy (TH)
As per Z5# (stretch) + T hand/action indicator — stretch the arm in tossing an object away —
*toss away™*; *abandon*; *give up*; *leave as is*.

T (4) =

A depiction of a weaving shuttle that stretches threads straight out — *previous*; *beforehand* («—
one ring of a shuttle moves forward to a new spot, so that the former position becomes one
previously occupied. Conversely, from the perspective of the former spot, the new one appears to be
in advance — beforehand). In Japan, ¥ was also adopted as a Shinjitai (new character form) to
replace &, according to which T also conveys the nuance of space sufficient to allow one to
stretch and relax.



#% (16) =
As per T# (stretch) + £ elephant — space sufficient for even a large animal to stretch and relax.

Fr (7) V=
As per T# (stretch) + ] building — rooms stretching in a line within a building — *beginning*;

*order* (« beginning of a sequence) — *describe* (« describe in sequence/order; compare &) —
*preface*.

5 11) ¥;o
As per T# (stretch) + B (long strip of land) — long stretch of fields — *field* — *plain*;

*sphere™®; *out of power/outside of government*; *countrified*; *rustic*; *rough/crude*; *baseball
field*.

HO(13) ;6T (02515 5)
T# (stretch) + H people — long line of reserve troops, or other personnel — *in advance* («—
keep/prepare in advance) — *keep* — *deposit* — *entrust* («— entrust funds for safekeeping).

5 (10) ;0 (D)
The relevant oracle bone form of this character shows an arrow affixed to a bowstring. A

bronzeware inscription form adds a hand, while a seal inscription form displays the elements ~f°
hand/action indicator and a bow and arrow — shoot off an arrow — *shoot™*; *fire*; *let fly*. In

the modern form of the character, the bow and arrow elements have fused into £ .

#(17) xR E(D)
As per %f# (shoot off an arrow) + & words — profuse words, likened to a volley of arrows —
*apologize* or *thank* (profusely).

w8 ¥;&: 85
The relevant bronzeware inscription form combines A moon + an abbreviated form# of 7* (slender
line) — slender line traced by the moon in the *evening* sky (compare %) — *night*.

P () B
The relevant bronzeware inscription form is [-:# (stand straight) + a spoon/ladle — straight
spoon/ladle — *correct®; *just®; *right* («— abstract applications of straightness/uprightness).

b (12) 742D
As per j&# (straight) + 1= earth — straight earthen *embankment* — *bank*; *levee*; *dike*.

' (12) 7A1;(F%)
As per j&# (straight) + T hand/action indicator — hold straight out/down — *carry*; *present*;
*offer*; *submit* — *hang* (from).

EO(18) A

As per j&# (straight) + H head — forehead that thrusts straight out (compare %H) — end; edge —
*subject®; *title*; *topic*; *theme* («— subject that presents itself «— forehead that protrudes).

#9) TA



The relevant oracle bone form of this character depicts objects straightened into a unity, suggesting

a supreme god unifying heaven and earth. Compare # and F. Later, the term was applied to an
*emperor*, whose functions and powers extend in like manner over the earth.

fii (15) 7A4;L(£5-95)

As per #i# (unify) + 5% thread — *bind* objects with thread — *tie*; *tighten*; *close*; *shut*;
*fasten™; *turn off* — *firm*; *solid*; *control strictly*; *straighten (oneself) out* —
*economize™®; *be thrifty™*.

K @) ;o0
A depiction of a flat digging implement. *Clan*, *lineage*, *family name*, *birth* and
*background* are borrowed meanings — *Mr./Mrs./Ms.*.

M (10) ¥ ;A
As per [K# (flat) + 5% thread — combed fibers pulled together and flattened into *paper* —
*newspaper*.

#o6) VT
As per Hi# (stretch) + 1= earth — a stretch of *land/earth* — *territory*; *field*; *environment*;
*base*.

& (14) 7A Shinjitai #E (10)
JFe# is JfE tiger + ) cliff/shape indicator — mythical animal conceived of as crawling on its belly,

in sequential motion, one leg at a time. i adds & movement/action indicator — move
sequentially, in *relay™ or stages — *stage®.

mo8) F L bts5)

JKA# arrow in flight + [T mouth — knowledge allowing one to *speak to the essence of a matter*
with the directness of an arrow in flight — *know*; *understand*; *realize*; *discover/notice* (the
truth); *distinguish* (the truth) («— have the knowledge and insight to speak unerringly) —
*intelligence® — *inform*; *notify*; *report®; *news*. Also, *omen* (« have advance
knowledge of), *experience* and *feel* («— understand through experience and feeling) —
*concern oneself*; *acquaintance® («— person one knows).

%t (19) 7 Shinjitai i (13)
As per %&# (come to a stop) + 7 illness — condition in which the thinking process is paralyzed, a
condition likened to stupidity — *foolish*.

1k @) & (FLH-05)
A depiction of a leg/foot come to a *stop*, making the body stand straight upright — servant
standing straight (by) in awaiting orders (compare <F). Also, *turn off* (« stop).

fik (8) v
1# (stand straight) + 71~ altar/the supernatural — tall altar — *blessings*; *good fortune*;
*happiness*. Compare the abstract applications of the idea of straightness/uprightness in Jz.

B (15) ;1% Shinjitai th (12)
A depiction of front teeth. % adds 1-# (stand straight) — straight line of *teeth* — *line up* —



*age* (< aging « disappearance of teeth). For the latter meaning, compare 7.

m G ¥;»H

The relevant seal inscription form combines [F:# (stand straight) and - (spread level/flat) —
straight line of stalls/shops comprising a *market* — *buying/selling*; *transaction®; *have
dealings* — *city* (« place where many gather). There is no etymological connection with 4.

(6 V5TH
The relevant oracle bone form of this character is 1:# (stand straight) + ~° hand/action indicator —
stand straight by in attending on a superior, then carry out orders — government office («— place

where official functions are carried out). (Buddhist) *temple* is via the name (#5/lE=F) of a
reception building for priestly visitors from outside of China.

fF (8) ¥;sLebd

As per SF# (stand straight by): — *servant*; *retainer®; *warrior*; *samurai*. Here, A has no
semantic function, being used simply to create a derivative character conveying meanings that
dropped from the original one.

FE(9) #A1;F (D)
As per SF# (stand straight by) + ¥ movement — stand by to carry out orders — *wait*; *await*;
*entertain® («— wait upon).

F 0 vib(=Es5H-2-T5H)

As per <7# (stand straight by) + F hand/action indicator — *hold* an object upright — *bear*;
*carry®; *own®; *possess®; *have* — *last*; *keep*; *remain edible*; *preserve* («— keep on a
lasting basis) — *durability* (« lasting); *be popular® («— have lasting fame). Also, *have
someone bring* («— have another carry «— carry), *hold out* (« last), *be in/take charge* («— have
firmly in hand); *pay for* («— bear the expense); *be propertied/wealthy* («— possess assets).

KE (10) ¥ kX
As per <7# (stand straight by) + H sun/day — straightforward procession of the sun through the
sky — *time*; *hour*; *calendar* (compare & and FF).

= (13) v
As per SF# (stand straight by) + & words — standing recitation — *poem*; *poetry*.

B (5 #A4A4
[] circular enclosure + A # (plow) — exert heavy downward pressure in plowing furrows into an
enclosed field — *counter for machines* — *counter for cars*. In Japan, 7= was also adopted as a

Shinjitai (new character form) to replace %=, according to which 75 also bears the meanings
*platform™ and *pedestal*.

= (14) 2154
“B# (arrow) + an abbreviated form of 5 tall/high — raise a tall *platform* from which to shoot
arrows — *pedestal*.

& (8) ;IEL(F5-05)



As per 5# (heavy downward pressure) + 2 woman — fetus hanging heavily in the womb —
*begin®; *start* («— pregnancy as the origin of life).

B 8) VT BX(F505) ;78 (4 %)

As per 5# (heavy downward pressure) + 7K water — work to *control* the heavy pressure exerted
by a powerful river — *quell®; *calm/settle down*; *subside*; *govern(ment)*; *peace*;
*healing™; *cure*.

B9 X1;8I7-(5);70F WD)
As per 5# (heavy downward pressure) + /L» heart/emotions — respond to pressure by becoming
lazy/idle etc. — *be lazy*; *be idle*; *neglect*; *be inattentive*; *skip* (class/work etc.).

7 (9 #A1
As per 5# (heavy downward pressure) + A flesh — *fetus* hanging heavily in the *womb* —
*embryo*.

il (10) F ;b=\ ;4

[EL# correct + A person (— human agency) — evaluate an object at its correct *value* — *price*.

B (13) F;8(E<)
[EL# correct + MU net — *place/set/put® nets in correct position and *leave as is* — *deal with*;
*position* — *every*; *every other* (day/month etc.) («— be positioned at equal intervals).

2 (6) v;LIE
Z# (forward motion) + Y grass/plant — (a particular variety of fast-growing) mushroom. *Turf*
is a borrowed meaning — *lawn*; *grass*.

B (7)) U ZIASL AR ()

The relevant seal inscription form is 2 # (forward motion) + /> heart/emotions — move ahead with
resolution — *resolve*; *will*; *aspiration®; *intention*; *aim*; *have one's heart set on* —
*kindness* («— kind intentions) — *present/offering* («— gift made out of kindness). *Record* and
*memo* are borrowed meanings.

e (14) &
i5# resolve + 5 words — words used in recording one's resolution — *journal*; *record* —
*keep in mind*.

L) +
Originally, an abbreviated form# of &= (plow furrows) + A person (— human agency) — *use* a
plow to plow furrows — *with*; *by*; *from* («— create furrows with/by means of a plow).

Tt (7) vic(E5-%)
As per LL# (plow furrows) + A person (— human agency) — plow furrows. {£l was devised to
replace UL after LA acquired its associated and extended meanings, but the same process occurred

with {21, which acquired the meanings *resemble,* *imitate* and *copy* (« furrows of identical
appearance) — *counterfeit*; *fake*.

W (13) v 22A(BRD) 720 ()



A\# ceremony + = words — make a formal *attempt* — *trial*; *test*.

o (12) ¥
F]# administer + 5 words — *words* spoken in administrating — *phrase*; *expression*; *part
of speech*.

il (13) ;7 ()
F# administer + & food/eating — administer (= distribute) feed in raising animals — *keep* (a
pet); *raise* (animals).

BE (19) V;°(®%)  Shinjitai & (13)
The relevant bronzeware inscription form is the left-hand element described in &L (two hands

untangling threads by pulling them up and down) + =]# administer — administer by unraveling a
complex case and passing judgment — *sentence*; *excuse*; *word* — *leave™®; *quit*; *resign*

(« excuse). A seal inscription form replaces =] with % needle/cutting tool.

HE (14) A

As per fg# (bear) + :[» heart/emotions — bear-like attribute(s) — *attitude*; *condition* (« state
of mind or circumstances involving the bear-like attributes in question). *Keep up appearances™ is a
borrowed meaning.

R (5) #4240 (25-05b);LA; &

As per # (stake) + A person — rotate in keeping watch at a post marked by stakes —
*substitute* (for); *alternate®; *take the place* (of); *replace*; *exchange* — *generation® («—
one generation replacing the one that preceded it) — *price®; *money*; *materials* («— money
exchanged for goods).

1) 24555
f# alternate + 4% clothing — cloth *bag/pouch* in which objects are inserted and removed in
alternation.

' (12) 2145000 ()
fX# alternate + H commodities — alternate ownership in lending/loaning — *lend*; *loan*;
*rent* — *bill*.

oA A;2802D)

The relevant oracle bone form of this character shows J1- pair of hands raised straight above to the
sides of a person's head (in affixing a crown). *Different* and *unusual* are extended meanings («—
person different from all others, and thus unusual).

5 (1) 44

A depiction of an *animal* that ambles along the ground.

R (12) 2,50

A depiction of a tall, glutinous *millet* plant.

B (13) Viva,hdxH

A depiction of a *rat/mouse* with a long, straight tail. i, a simplified form, appears in Jf, the



Shinjitai (new character form) of J.

Ho5) v
J\ here an abbreviated form# of 4% (disperse) + 1 mouth — disperse breath from the mouth in
speech. *Only* and *just* are borrowed meanings.

£ Q) ;7 TUD) ;e (Te-DD)

A depiction of a forked stick used as a plow. *Stop*, *quit*, *just*, *already™® and *to a great
degree* are borrowed meanings. Distinguish £ from . and E..

E @) v
A depiction of a fetus hanging heavily in the womb (compare 2% and }if, as well as F&). *Snake* (as
the *sixth sign of the Chinese zodiac*) and *9 A.M. to 11 A.M.* are borrowed meanings.

Distinguish £ from . and E.. Note that the equation (. = snake) in the Chinese zodiac has given
rise to the idea that E. was originally a depiction of a snake. However, among the twelve signs, only

in the case of % (boar) does the original signification of the character overlap with the
corresponding creature in the zodiac.

i ®) > ED2 (D)
As per E\# (descendant) + 715 altar/the supernatural — *worship* of ancestors, carried out by
descendants — *enshrine*; *festival®. Also, *year* («— worship on an annual basis).

X (8) Vv kX ;HS(D)
WA flesh + ‘K here an abbreviated form# of i} (great fire) — *roast/broil/grill* meat over a fire —
*roasted/broiled/grilled meat*.

Z 3) v
A depiction of a foot/leg in forward motion — *go*; *reach*®. *This* and *of* are borrowed
meanings.

R’ O(8) h;Hx¥

A depiction of a *rabbit/hare*, a fast animal. % is an older form of this character.

%11 b
As per %.#/T rabbit (fast-moving) + ¥ grass/plant — rapidly growing vine; *dodder* (4&5%: a
parasitic vine that extends rapidly toward a host plant). Note a variant form #g.

wo(12) ¥
As per #i# (unify) + 1 mouth — adverb inflecting the tone of voice to suggest *only* («— united;
no other) — *merely*. A variant form, [, appears in many derivative characters, including i, 1/,

& and .
B 13) F

A composite of elements taken from 5# horse and £ deer — odd, *imaginary beast with a single
horn* (not necessarily the unicorn of Western legend).

T (5 Fa



A depiction of a tall pile of goods in a storehouse (compare &, ji& and [£) — *store* (v.) — *stand
tall/still* (« stationary pile).

7 (7) Fa;zr=3 (Fo-Tp)
T# stand tall/still + A person — servant (compare f3f, {7 and 47¥) standing still — *stand still* —
*figure*; *appearance* («— appearance of a standing figure). Compare 7.

= (8) Fa; kbl

T# stand tall/still + yfi grass/plant — *white ramie* (also known as *Chinese silk plant*), the fiber
of which was spun on a rack — *hemp*; *hemp thread*. & originally emphasized the plant rather
than the fiber, and #T the reverse, but the distinction was eventually largely lost.

rr (10) F=
T'# stand tall/still + 37. standing figure (for emphasis/clarification) — person standing still —
*stand still*. Compare 17°.

(1) F=
T# stand tall/still + 5% thread — *white ramie* (also known as *Chinese silk plant*), a tall-
growing species among herbaceous perennials, and the fiber of which was spun into fabric on a rack

— *hemp*; *hemp thread*. T originally emphasized the fiber rather than the plant, and = the
reverse, but the distinction was eventually largely lost.

¥ o(11) F=
T# stand tall/still + 3= sheep — fattened (compare J#) *lamb* (kept immobile; compare ;).

B 7Y

A variant of J&& odd beast — odd, horned beast — *rare beast*; *strange*.

W21 F
B# odd, horned beast + ' (large, lumpy being) — *monster/demon* (associated with mountains).
The compound fEE TR is a general term for evil spirits resident in forests, mountains and rivers.

£ (11) b
As per F# (pile) + 1= earth — piled earth forming a *wall* — *prevent*; *stop* — *stop up*.

Wo(11) va;nEs
As per F# (pile) + 7K water — waves/ripples figuratively piling atop each other in lapping at a
shore — *strand*; *beach*. Compare i7.

B (12) B;1E5 (%)

As per F# (pile) + /' body — piles of meat created by butchering/slaughtering animals —
*butcher®; *slaughter®; *slay*.

¥ (11) Fa;voLL
As per F# (pile) + K dog/beast — wild *boar* with voluminous piles of fat. A variant form, 4§,
which replaces K with Z< pig/boar, appears in the derivative character %%



% (12) vv;BIT(D)
As per F# (pile) + K great — great pile/collection of objects — *luxury*; *extravagance® —
*treat® (to a meal).

t (13) Fa;25%
As per F# (pile) + A tree/wood — *paper mulberry* (tree that supplies piles of writing *paper*)
— *letter*; *bill/note*.

E (14) Fx7;F=2503L
As per & # (pile) + 77 bamboo — use bamboo *chopsticks* to remove portions from a pile of food.
*Wear* is a borrowed meaning.

i (15) Mg (%)
As per ## (pile) + H commodities — actual or figurative pile of goods being *bet*/wagered —
*wager*; *gamble™ — *take a chance*.

& (16) >
As per F# (pile of brushwood/firewood) + 7R red — *red* color given off by burning firewood —
*reddish earth*.

B (19) Fv7;F=
As per Z# (compilation) + J& leg/foot — footsteps figuratively piled in treading the same spot in
hesitation — *hesitate*.

i (17) Fa;69(%115)

As per #&# (compilation): — *keep in reserve*; *save*; *store* (up). Also, *profit* and *profit-
making* (« surplus money). Here, A has no semantic function, being used simply to create a
derivative character conveying the sense "compilation" that dropped from #4.

i (18) va;
As per #&# (compilation) + M grass/plant — *potato*; *yam*; *tuber* («<— crop growing in
abundance). Compare the variant form .

A7) A5kt
As per L# (pile) + K tree/wood — pile of tree fruit (pears) — variety of *pear* (Pyrus
bretschneideri). *Obstruct™® is a borrowed meaning. *Woods/grove in the vicinity of a shrine* is via

a Japanese reinterpretation of the constituent elements of this character, 1= being understood as an
abbreviated form of £ (#f%L: = Shinto shrine).

B (17) h

As per £# (pile in increments) + 4> metal — piled layers of *gild* — *plate* (v.); *coat* (v.).

& (10) #3475 h

As per Z3# (stretch) + P grass/plant — edible plant with a bitter taste, sometimes identified as
Sonchus oleraceus. The function of 4% here is uncertain but may be connected to "stretch in
relaxation" (compare /%), in the sense of a plant used to produce a relaxing drink. 4% appears in



transliterations of Sanskrit terms such as jhpeta (cremation: 4% £2) and mandala (‘% 5% %#).

7 (7) Yasia
As per T# (stretch) + =F hand/action indicator — stretch. *State* and *express* are borrowed
meanings, via JF.

g (11 v Er
As per j&# (spoon) + t& double-pronged eating implement — *spoon*. &t was devised to replace
#& after /& acquired its extended meanings.

it (16) ZA;24;74
As per j&# (straight) + P4 alcohol container (— fermentation) — *whey* (« straight/direct by-
product of milk). Compare J#.

i (16) ZA 7105 (05)
As per ## (unify) + & words — inquire preliminary to making a unifying decision — *give up*;
*resign oneself to*; *be reconciled to*.

 (16) 74,059
As per i# (unify) + & leg/foot — the single-unit capsule of a horse's *hoof*. Compare .

i (10) 2572 (D2)

As per Ki# (flat) + 7% tongue — flatten the tongue on a piece of food in licking it — *lick* —
*undergo™ (a harsh experience) (« lick something bitter) — *underestimate/underrate™ («
undergo a harsh experience on account of underrating a situation or another person).

th 3) v,
A depiction of a long snake (compare ‘E). *To be* is a borrowed meaning. Conceptually, 2
suggests the idea "stretch."

it (6) P05 (Te-05)
As per ti# (stretch) + /= bow — *loosen*/unstring a bow — *loose*; *slacken®; *slack™; *relax*;
*ease™ — *grow dull*; *drag*; *flag* (v.).

2 (12 T
The relevant seal inscription form is as per £1# (direct) + an element combining F say/speech

indicator and T, here an abbreviated form of ' (exclamation) — speak with *wisdom*, and
directly to the point — *knowledge*; *intellect™®.

wno(14) F

As per Fl# (direct) + H insect — *spider* (« swift creature that moves in straight lines).

ik (7) v
1l-# (stand straight) + f= (piled) earth — tall *ruins* of an earthen structure. Compare It

K (9) ¥ Z17E (D)

As per SF# (stand straight) + [LI mountain — stand erect and *tower* over — *soar*.



B 9) ¥
As per <7# (stand straight by) + /[» heart/emotions — assume an attitude of inaction,
relying/depending on others to take the lead — *rely/depend on*.

(1) ¥
As per <F# (stand straight) + 7 illness — *piles*; *hemorrhoids* (< affliction that forces one to
stand).

w7 v
As per 5# (heavy downward pressure) + 7K ice — heavy, *melting* block of ice — *smelting*
(compare #£) — *knead into shape*.

5 (8) XA;21F
As per 5# (heavy downward pressure) + Y grass/plant — pressure exerted by heavy rocks
carpeted with *moss* or *lichen*. Compare #%.

B (9) ZAIEEALE

As per 5# (heavy downward pressure) + % severed bone/death — be in *danger* of being
crushed — *almost™®; *quite* («— high degree of likelihood «— be in danger of).

L (1) F;0b
As per 5# (heavy downward pressure) + 77 bamboo — (bamboo) *rod* or *whip*, brought down
with great force.

B (13) A;3,;7 080
As per F5# (heavy downward pressure) + £ food/eating — knead foodstuffs (in making sweets) —
*candy*.

Bh (15) #A

As per 5# (heavy downward pressure) + 55 horse — horse slowed by a heavy load — *stupid* («—
slow-witted).

2 (1) AA4:54;8)
As per Z# (rise high) + i grass/plant — tall, flower(ing) *stalk*.

il (10) 51E2H
F# administer + 715 altar/the supernatural — altar of an ancestral temple at which rites are
administered — (small) *shrine*; *worship*; *offer prayers*.

W (18) ZA50 7212 (K)
As per $i# (raise) + an abbreviated form of #{ place atop — *be crowned* — *receive*. Extended

meanings include *be revered/respected* and *be looked up to*, along with humble forms of verbs
such as *eat*, *drink™*, *take® and *accept™ («— receive humbly).

i (8) b;#ar-(Te)

The variant form 47 predates #f1. As with %, which also uses Z woman, the meanings are *envy*



and *jealousy*. The presence of ¥ (illness) in #% suggests that in #i too envy/jealousy may have
been equated with illness, and specifically with being figuratively swollen; compare & % and J&,
terms cognate with 47 in Old Chinese that involve swelling.

o) v
As per f1# (substantial) + K tree/wood — (particular variety, or close relative of) *wild mulberry*
(tree that bears a substantial amount of fruit).

M o12) v oA
A\# ceremony + an abbreviated form of % kill — ceremoniously execute a superior — *kill*;
*decapitate one's lord or parent™.

= (16) va;va g
A variant form of 7% (*potato*/*yam*/*tuber*), replacing i with E#.

FE (16) Ta;HbFIED
As per Z&# (cover like a net) + H sun/day — *early-morning sunlight* (covering the earth like a
net) — *dawn*.

f£ (8) #; UL (VDLW-TD)
As per “E# (be separated) + A person — person separated from others — *stand apart™ —
*lonely*. Also, *austere refinement* («— structure such as a tea ceremony hut standing in isolation).

it (13) Z;0(0%)
As per E# (be separated) + 5 words — tall tales, separated from reality — *exaggerate®; *boast™.
* Apologize* is a borrowed meaning.

A (10) v
32 here an abbreviated form# of fiZ limb + 3 feather/wing — *wing(s)* — *fin*. *Merely* and
*solely* are borrowed meanings.

J& (5 ¥
Originally a depiction of a large *cup/goblet*. A variant form, J&, appears in the derivative
character g.

BE (11) >;<bil
JE# (variant form of J&. cup/goblet) + K tree/wood — a variety of *gardenia* with flowers
resembling in shape a cup/goblet.

#HE (13) vV 0hH
[R¥# time; season + 1= earth — earthen *coop/roost* (« from which roosters crow to signal the
beginning of a day).

B 13) Vv ER)
[KF# time; season + #ifl grass/plant — *plant (v.)*; *transplant* (« planting/transplanting as one

seasonal indicator of time; compare the conjunction of time with harvesting in 2=, i and %) —
*sow™.



% ) #A

fX# alternate + || mountain — *Daishan* ({5, a mountain in Shandong Province). It was the
custom, when one emperor replaced his predecessor, for the new ruler to visit the mountain and pay
respects.

& (16) #1;FdTH

fX# alternate + 2 black — *blackened eyebrows* (i.e., an alternate color to the natural one).

% (15) > DIFY
As per #%# as described in #i# (marker) + 11 cloth — *flag* serving as a marker or *sign* —
*streamer™.

fik (16) ¥
As per #5# as described in f#; (marker) + ‘X fire — a signal fire marking a position — *burn*;
*blaze* — *fierce*.

B (12) v HE ;1A
75 here an abbreviated form# of 7% (permanent) record + J illness — *birthmark* (likened to a
permanent record on the skin) — *mole*; *spot™*.

= (17) #1024, (F5)
As per Z# (rise high) + T+ hand/action indicator — *raise/lift* — *carry* (high). Compare 5.

= (10) ¥
A variant form of :Z# (forward motion) + H. insect — a long, straight insect, traditionally
understood as a *worm™*. *Sneer at* and *ridicule* are borrowed meanings.

W (13) 7454
As per ## (unify) + A tree/wood — *comb* («— unified teeth of a wooden comb) — *ornamental
hairpin* (originally, one of a comb-like appearance). Compare the original sense of Z%.

¥ @®) Fa;va;va 0
As per T# (weaving shuttle) + K tree/wood — (wooden) *shuttle*. Variety of *oak* is a borrowed
meaning.

B (12) va;ia;,0(R5)
As per T# (stretch) + 45 (stretch) — *stretch wide/extensively* — *be relaxed/at ease*. Also,
*state™* or *expostulate* («— propound at length < stretch).

B 8) 1;&£AZ(5)

As per 5# (heavy downward pressure) + /[» heart/emotions — profound joy — *rejoice*.

oAy 21,5651 (<)

As per 5# (heavy downward pressure) + 5% thread — *weakened, loose threads* («— fabric

p=(i
ju

weakened by stretching or other pressure). *Deceive* and *cheat* are borrowed meanings via 7



i (12) 1240631 (K);8<(%) ;02 (F)
As per 5# (heavy downward pressure) + 5 words — *deceive* (« pressure and deceive).

*Bequeath*, *give* and *present* are borrowed meanings via Hf. *Blank mind* is also a borrowed
meaning.

B (12) A;8<((3) ;02 (F)
As per 5# (heavy downward pressure) + H commodities — *bequeath*; *give*; *present* («—
bestow a heavy pile of assets).

JRe (14) Z#A
As per 5# (heavy downward pressure) + J& wind — *typhoon* (originally, simply a strong wind,
and not necessarily identical with the modern meteorologic definition of "typhoon").

a7 v

1l-# (stand straight) + 7K water — straight line of *sandbanks* or sandbars — *sandbar*.

B (7) v;d&
1l-# (stand straight) + B piled earth — *foundation*; (site) *remains*. Compare 1.

HE (11) ;L dHE
1l-:# (stand straight) + /& leg/foot — *footprint* (« line of footprints; compare if); (site)
*remains™®. Also, the minor meanings of *foot* (compare and contrast Chinese "toe").

& 9) v~

As per H# (dispersal) + R measure — (Zhou Dynasty) *unit of length*, approximately 18
centimeters. The function of - here is uncertain. As the unit of length was based on the width of
human toes (one endpoint of the body), "dispersal" may be connected with "endpoint" as it is in #.

H(9) ;007 h

As per H# (dispersal) + A tree/wood — *trifoliate orange tree*. The function of } here is
uncertain. "Dispersal" may be connected with properties of the tree or with the medicinal effects of
the fruit.

B (14) R 72 (D)
As per F# (pile) + H eye — *look carefully/closely* at a pile of objects. A variant form, #¥,
replaces H with . see while repositioning 75".

E (17) hYv

As per ## (pile) + [ gate — *watchtower* of a (double-storied) castle gate (< construction that
rises high < pile; compare #f). F is also used in transliterations of Sanskrit terms such as [[F&%54
HR acariya "teacher."

B (19) F=a
As per F4# (variant form of ¥&) fat wild boar (— voluminous) + 7K water — voluminous *buildup
of water*; *reservoir*; *puddle*. Note a variant form, ¥, which replaces the X element with K.



B (14) va;vy
As per Jii# (pile) + W grass/plant — pile of harvested *sugar cane*.

R (11) ¥
As per SF# (stand straight) + H field — *worship site* (standing in a field) — *festival grounds*.

£ (14) =, LboLE
¥¥+# field/plain + 1= earth — earthen structure in a field or on a plain — *shed*; *rest house* —
*villa*. Also, *countryside* and *suburbs*.

Hoany v
The right-hand element# is a variant of £ (forked stick used as a plow). #i adds # plow — a
% %

plow*.

(7)) b o
As per 1:# (pile) + K flesh — (full) *belly*, piled with food — (animal) *intestines*.

59 =7 (K) ;02 ()
71 here an abbreviated form# of ¥& (raise) + 1 mortar-shaped object — bear an object on the
shoulders — *bear on the shoulders*. Compare 1&.

' (15) F:2013F ) 18 (<) ;1E ()
As per JiE# as described in & (sequential) + 4< clothing — *strip/tear off* (garments in sequence);
*denude* — *seize*.

B (14) &
7 here an abbreviated form# of £ (walk barefoot) + & leg/foot — walk *barefoot*.

no(1s) -
As per E# (direct) + /& leg/foot — walk in place (the legs trampling the same spot directly below)
— *make halting progress*.

#= (24) b
Abbreviated form# of 5& (sack open on both ends) + H insect (doubled) — insect that eats an
opening into cloth/clothing etc. (compare f#) — *borer*; *moth-eaten*; *damaged* (by insects).

26 1
As per E.# (hang heavily) + 1 earth — earthen *bridge* that hangs heavily.

[=A

5 (6) A

As per £\# (forked stick used as a plow) + J1* pair of hands — raise a plow and leave off work —
*raise high*; *stop*. *Different® and *unusual* are borrowed meanings (compare %2).

B2 6) v
As per EL# (descendant) + 7K water — *distributary* (« figurative descendant of a main
waterway). Also, *shore* and *pool* («— endpoints of a distributary).



i (7 v
1= here an abbreviated form# of Jil: sandbanks/sandbar + i grass/plant — *angelica* (< plant that
flourishes around sandbanks in wetlands).

)o(12) v
As per H# (dispersal) + H5 vehicle — *endpoint of an axle* (« point of a vehicle dispersed the
greatest distance).

B (13) v;8K)
As per 1E# (fullness) + ™ roof/building — (store)house filled with possessions — *place* within;
*put/set™ in place.

B (14) V5TA TR
As per s&# (straight) + 78 altar/the supernatural — *good fortune* bestowed by the heavens upon

one whose behavior is straight/*correct* (compare the same idea in f8) — *truly* (« true «
correct).

Bo@®) v
A depiction of a *single-horned beast*, identified by some sources as a rhinoceros.

W o(14) >x;5Te
As per %f# (shoot off an arrow) + K tree/wood — wooden-roofed *lookout platform* (from which
arrows were fired). Compare [&].

% 16) va
As per [7# (level off) + 77 bamboo — bamboo mats/matting that level off an uneven seating
surface — *mat*; *matting*.

B 9) A1 8LS)
As per 5# (heavy downward pressure) + & movement (— action indicator) — *seize* a person by
the shoulders (exerting downward pressure in the process).

B (12) #1584

As per 5# (heavy downward pressure) + /& leg/foot — *trample*. Compare Hf.

it (16) #A1;1;5<
As per H# (heavy downward pressure) + £ fish — *blowfish/puffer* (fish) (« fish with powerful
teeth used to crush crustaceans or mollusks «<— exert heavy downward pressure).

b (6) 751
As per Hi# (stretch) + - piled earth — long embankment or *hillside*.

¥ (7)) Fa;va; V=
As per T# (stretch) + P grass/plant — a tall variety of Cyperus. *Qak* is a borrowed meaning via
¥ — *acorn*.

B (13) Fa=;i3L



As per Bi# (supplementary power) + 77 bamboo — bamboo tongs or *chopsticks* (< implements
supplementing the fingers in eating or taking portions of food). Compare .

# (14) Fa;>%
As per F# (pile) + 4< clothing — *pad a garment with cotton*; *cotton-stuffed garment* (« pile
of cotton). Also, a *bag™ (originally, one in which to stuff clothes).

i (14) 7A
Hi# emperor + 71~ altar/the supernatural — ritual/sacrifice pertaining to the emperor — *festival*.

fe (15) 7A
As per s&# (straight) + 54 thread — long strips of fabric woven into a soldier's protective vest —
*red* (« typical color of the garment).

BEO(18) 7 A
As per J&# (straight) + # leather — long, flat strip of leather — *leather footwear* (crafted from
such strips).

J& (14) b
As per F# (pile) + J illness — *illness* accompanied by swelling or boils (compare J&, JH and
JIE).

%) A
LI# use + W grass/plant — a plant (original identity uncertain) used for food or medicine. The
compound % % refers to Job's tears/tear grass, while <X indicates plantain (compare £ ££).

L (8) ¥;dIzkd
A variant form of ## (pregnant woman), with LA replacing 7. The *wife of one's older brother* is a
borrowed meaning, likely influenced by 7fi.

i (19) ¥z
## evening + 5 bird — a nocturnal bird, species uncertain. ¥2% can refer to either *White's
thrush* or to an *imaginary creature* with the head of a monkey, body of a raccoon dog, legs of a

tiger and a snake for its tail; compare .

¥ (6) =

As per T# (stretch) + A person — servant standing erect (compare 3 and 17°) — *fair*;
*handsome* (« attractive figure «— attractive posture). The compound {#{7 is a Han Dynasty term
for a particular government official. Compare 7.

i (7) =

As per T# (stretch) + ZZ woman — female servant standing erect (compare £-f and {7) — *fair*;
*beautiful* (< attractive figure < attractive posture). The compound ###T is a Han Dynasty term
for a particular female government official. Compare 7.

& (11) ;8T



As per F# (pile of brushwood/firewood) + A person (— human agency) — *split* firewood,
creating a pile — *open* («— split open). (The interjection) *well* is a borrowed meaning, as is
*moving along* (to the next subject).

aH (12) Fx7;&(HD5);25((-F5)
Originally the same character as . When # came to refer to literary works, 75, a variant of % in
popular usage, took over the meanings it presently expresses. As with 3, *adhere* and *meet with*

are via the "pile" concept behind 7. The many extended meanings include *wear*, *put on* and
*dress* («— clothing attached to the body), *be seated/take up a position* and *arrive/reach* (a
destination) — *reach (to)*; *counter® (for clothes, or to enumerate the order of finishers in a race
«— wear clothing; arrive); *cover* and *pin responsibility on*.

£ (6) ¥
The relevant seal inscription form of & depicts a hand raising an object in the palm straight up,

separating the object from others. = is as per E# (separate) + ** roof/building — be separated
from others in being confined to a *residence® — *be/stay at home*.

5t (10) 27
An abbreviated form# of & rely on + 5 words — place reliance on someone verbally —
*entrust*.

1 (5) X, m7;vv7;0 L

A depiction of a *rock* or *stone* beneath a cliff, suggesting a substantial pile of rocks/stones.
*Sterile/barren™® is by association («— rocky, barren soil), as is *rigid* (« rigid objects). *Unit of
volume* is a borrowed meaning.

o@®) ¥

A£1# stone + F hand/action indicator — *clear/open up land* by removing stones.

S (8) A ;IR (LWY)

The relevant bronzeware inscription form combines Z pattern + a rudimentary depiction of a lizard
— lizard stretched flat on the ground in sunning itself. *Easy* and *peaceful* are extended
meanings («— be at ease/peace) with *make light of* and *control/rule* (with ease) by further
extension. *Change* and *exchange* are borrowed meanings — *divination* («— change

continuously). Distinguish % from %5 (sun rising high in the sky).

K (5) &Fx
An abbreviated form# of #T (split with an ax) + a mark suggesting severance — strike and
split/sever with an ax. *Reject*, *repel*, *expel* and *exclude* are borrowed meanings.

R 4) >x7
A depiction of a person measuring the length of an object by extending the hand — *measure*;
*measurement™.

2 (16) %7 Shinjitai ¥ (7)

As per =# (pick out) + & hand/action indicator — *pick out*; *select®; *choose* — *classify*.

% (16) #7;X% Shinjitai R (7)



As per Z£# (align) + 7K water — *swamp*; *marsh* (alignment of water and grassland in a shallow
body of water).

F# (20) > 7 Shinjitai R (11)
As per =# (align) + >k (scatter) — take/break apart an object, scattering then aligning the pieces —
*release™®; *explain*; *solve*.

% (20) vZ;lF  Shinjitai R (11)
As per =£# (align) + = words — align words in translating/interpreting them — *translation* —
*meaning®*; *sense*; *reason*; *circumstances®.

B2 (23) =% Shinjitai BR (14)
As per =# (align) + 5§ horse — align a series of horses — *posting station*; *stage* — *relay*;
*railroad station*.

wo(11) =%
As per #Z# (slender line) + 7K water — trail of *fluid/liquid* (compare ).

5 (3) ¥
A depiction of a crescent moon, conceptualized as tracing a line through the evening sky (compare
) — *evening*; *night* — *sunset®; *twilight*.

£ (10) &%
An abbreviated form of # (pair of birds), removing one of the ££ bird elements in order to indicate

*one of a pair* — *sole*; *only*; *a few*. *Counter for ships* is a borrowed meaning, likely
owing to the connection between these vessels and sea birds.

Ho(14) 7%
As per T # (variant of 1) (unify) + & movement — form a single unit *appropriate* to
circumstances — *suitable*; *fit neatly*; *match* — *move*.

% (14) 7%;>(T»)

As per F# (variant of §) (unify) + T hand/action indicator — create a single unit in plucking by
bringing the fingertips together — *pick™®; *pluck* (out); *nip* — *gather* («— gather picked fruit
etc.). Compare £%.

i (14) 7%, LT L2 (%)
As per T # (variant of 77) (unify) + 7K water — liquid dripping from a containing unit (compare
&) — *drip*; *drop* — *counter for drips/drops*.

s (14) Fx7

As per F# (variant of 7)) (unify) + % woman — one's (legal) wife, part of the spousal unit —
(legitimate) *heir*; (legitimate) *child*.

M (15) 73, ex
As per T # (variant of 7§) (unify) + AC action indicator — unite to resist a powerful enemy —
*enemy/rival/competitor®; *resist*.



& (1) Y7, =*
4% action indicator + 4 # movement — (move to) take up the latest in a series of posts — *post*;
*service* — *servant®; *labor*.

% (9) =%

%% an abbreviated form# of 7% (series) + 7 illness — *epidemic* (« illness that strikes serially).

¥ (10) K7
As per SF# (stand straight) + 4 cow — particularly tall bull, surpassing others — *special*;
*excellent*; *outstanding*. For the idea of being excellent in the sense of surpassing, compare ..

& (A b755(2);2(%)
The relevant seal inscription form of ‘5# combines a variant form of 7% (seize) + ~J" hand/action

indicator — take goods in hand; acquire. 5 adds ¥ movement/action indicator — take hold of
goods — *acquire*; *gain* — *(take) advantage®; *be able to*; *hit the mark*; *work well*.

B (8) Tar;Uox 2 (bl) ek (4+5)

The relevant bronzeware inscription form is H eye + an element# combining a straight line and a
dot representing a pupil — eye looking straight ahead — *direct™®; *immediately*; *frankness* —
*fix/repair*; *correct™; *make/get well* (« straighten out).

i (12) “arz;9(x%-05)
[EL# straight + K tree/wood — set saplings/trees straight upright — *set upright*; *plant®.

E (12) va7;5 (25X 7)
[E. here an abbreviated form# of #& plant (v.) + a now-obsolete element of uncertain significance
that came to be written 4 — *breed*; *increase*; *multiply*.

% (15) K7 Shinjitai & (14)
[(O#ds an abbreviated, variant form of [E. correct + :[» heart/emotions — one's true nature. {2 adds
4 movement/action indicator — act in accordance with one's true nature — *virtue* — *morals®.

# 9 Fav
The relevant bronzeware inscription form is % here an abbreviated form of # admonish + AC#

(strike) — admonish by striking. A seal inscription form is § as described in %% (pull tightly on a
bundle in straightening it) — admonish — *imperial edict* (issued to keep retainers/subjects in

line; compare 7). ¥ is a variant of X that has relegated % to variant form status.

X (6) vF
+# stake (— tool/weapon) + T. work/make — *use* a straight, stake-like object in performing a
*ceremony* — *form™.

B ) varz;vx ;KO 5 6bhT) 72 (D)

The relevant oracle bone form of this character combines the top element as described in 4 (cover)
+ a depiction of heaped grain — grain in a covered pile in a storehouse — *eat®; *feed*; *drink*;
*consume* — *make a living*. Also, *strike/absorb a blow*, *scold/be scolded*, *defeat/be



defeated* and *lose™* (territory/market share etc.) («— figuratively eat or be eaten into). (Insect)
*bite* is a borrowed meaning via .

fifi (13) va7;1hX(1-5)

The element# combining & food/eating + [J[alvariant of A person means "feed" (v.). fifi adds If1
cloth (— cloth ornament) — *ornament® a room for a feast — *decoration*; *adornment* —
*display*; *be ostentatious™®; *appear*.

W (18) varz;B81-5)
The relevant oracle bone form of #% combines ; stake + an abbreviated form of =% needle/cutting
tool — use a sharp implement to notch a stake, creating a marker. #§# replaces = with & sound —

mark/pay attention to a sound. ##% adds 5% thread — *weave* a *banner* that serves as a marker —
*silk fabrics™.

M (18) vav
As per #k# as described in #i# (marker) + E ear — hear/take note of and mark down (as part of
one's job) — *assignment™®; *duties*; *employment*.

ik (19) v%

As per #i# as described in #i# (marker) + & words — obtain *knowledge* by marking another
person's words — (power of) *discrimination* — *acquaintance*. *Write down/record*, *sign*
and *banner* are borrowed meanings.

(7)) 27;-o1Fs
As per FE# (raise) + 2] feather/wing — pair of wings, raised high — *wing*.

a1y =717
Variant form of ‘2 (bright sunlight), the adoption of ¥ suggesting bright sunlight accompanying

the rising sun at daybreak or dawn via the "wings standing high" — rise aspect of ¥/§ — (the)
*next* (day); (the) *following* (day); *tomorrow™.

1 () 7%

The left-hand element of 1T go — *movement*.

£ 3) =27
A depiction of a Y-shaped *stake* rising from the ground in acting as a marker — *hunting tool*
(shaped like a stake) — *catch* («— capture in hunting).

Z (1) Fx7

4 # movement + I (leg/foot) — leg in motion — *movement*.

(7)) 37;<w
+# stake + K tree/wood — *stake*; tethering *post*. ¥\ was devised to replace . after the latter
came to used primarily in the senses of a tool or weapon.

(9 vaz;0<0);5K)
As per 2# (straight) + F hand/action indicator — *wipe* with a straight motion.



B (10) Tav
F. piled earth + #*# walk — *climb* a hill — *ascend*; *be promoted*.

wo(11) Fazdns (%)
F hand/action indicator + #* here an abbreviated form# of [/ climb — *make progress* in
climbing. Some sources list a variant form eliminating the bottom right stroke as standard.

(7)) T
4 here a variant of 3 # animal that ambles along the ground + /K fire — disperse beasts with fire
— *barbarian* (from the north) («— people known for using fire for this purpose).

# (18) Fx7 ;7% ;7259 (5)
As per &# (extend downward) + F hand/action indicator — *throw*/*cast* an object straight
down — *throw away*. Also, *hit/punch* (« throw a punch).

B 22) v 7% 39 ()

As per 8f# (extend downward) + /& leg/foot — *squat* — *remain still*.

£ (6) %7

As per E# as described in & (raise an object held in the palm) + F* hand/action indicator —
hold/raise in the palm — support — *rely on* . *Place upon* and *entrust/charge with* are
borrowed meanings.

fif (14) &%
As per fi# (substantial) + H head — *large* head — *great*; *eminence*. Logically, the
classifier for il should be K, but it is traditionally given as 7.

1 (14) =%
As per Gh# (lizard) + H insect/creature — *lizard*. 1% was devised to express the original sense of
% after the latter underwent its transformation of meanings.

¥ (16) Tv7 ;%47
As per Z# (stretch flat) + 4 metal — *tin* (< a metal easily stretched/pounded flat). *Give* and
*offer* are borrowed meanings.

2 (13) =%;F%7
An abbreviated form# of [E. (look directly at) + 3¢ (handcuffed prisoners) — align prisoners in
inspecting and picking them out — *inspect®.

t (19) =%
As per =2# (align) + 5% thread — draw out thread and align it for weaving on a loom — *draw/pull
out®. Also, *continue* («— continue a long time «— time required to unreel thread completely).

¥ Q1 ¥

As per =2# (align) + 4 metal — align a striker with a *bell* in ringing the latter.



% o(6) BX;LE

A # evening + 7K water — *evening tide* — *tide*. Compare 7 (waves lapping at the shore).

W19 TF; 05D
As per F# (variant of §) (unify) + 4 metal — *arrowhead* (attached to the shaft). 7)>.5:5 refers
however to a *turnip-shaped whistle* attached to the tail of an arrow.

HO(11) Taz;idic
[EL# straight + = earth — *clay* (used to create straight-standing objects).

B (14) Taz;TeLiE (Te)
£2# food/eating + HL insect — insect nibbling food or (other) flesh — *eat into*; *encroach*;
*erode*; *undermine* — (lunar, solar etc.) *eclipse®.

Ho(7) vx7

As per ~J# (rise and become evident) + ‘K fire — *bright* signal fire — *burn*; *red* — *clear*.

#o(23) vx7
As per %% (grind/continue at length) + 4 metal — process metal by smelting it (compare {H) —
*smelt*; *melt* (metal). *Glare* and *shine* are borrowed meanings, via f4£.

W (1) =%
% here a variant form# of JR (the armpits) + 5 hand/action indicator — *support* by placing
one's hands under another person's *armpits* (compare ££) — *the sides of the body*. Compare fif&.

ik (12) =%
1 here a variant form# of 7} (the armpits) + P flesh (for emphasis/clarification) — *armpits* —
*the sides of the body*.

Bo(12) &
f1# stone + /& leg/foot — the rock-like *sole* of a person (accustomed to going barefoot).
Compare Bif.

B (15) #7;&(K) ;1300

fi# stone + %% (raise high) — raise a criminal high and tear him apart with sharpened stones —
*tear apart®; *dismember*. *Crucifixion* is a borrowed meaning.

W (18) &%

As per Jit# (pile) + /& leg/foot — footprints figuratively piled atop each other in treading/trampling
the same spot (compare 5, B} and ) — *tread/trample* — *sole of the foot* (used in
treading/trampling). For the latter meaning, compare 1.

K (10) 7F;BE
As per JK# (disperse) + ' grass/plant — reeds/rushes dispersed over marshland — *reed*; *rush*.
Compare .



11 T

As per JK# (disperse) + & movement — disperse and *keep at a distance* — *far*.

v (8) 4#7:;5(K);06(K)

As per J5# (split) + F hand/action indicator — *split*; *rip*; *open* — *destroy* (an argument).

9 %7
As per J¥# (split) + K tree/wood — split wood — pair of rectangular *wooden clappers* beaten by
those on nightwatch.

B (10) 7%;F %7 2< (D)
As per Z# (stretch flat) + JJ sword/knife — *cut/scrape* in flattening an object — *scoop/gouge
out®.

% (13) BF ;7113720 (<)
As per S# (stretch flat) + 74X clothing — bare one's upper body, revealing its flatness — *bare one's
shoulder®. *Diapers™* is a borrowed meaning.

Wo(11) =7
An abbreviated form# of 3 (wings raised high) + 37 stand (for emphasis/clarification) — *birds in
flight*, with wings standing high. *Assist* and *help* are borrowed meanings.

B Q1) Vvt
As per 51# (shoot off an arrow) + i deer — (take aim at a) *musk deer*.

B8 »v
As per #2+# (rise high) + X spear/halberd — raise a bladed weapon and *stab*, *thrust* or *poke*.
Also, *stamp* and *seal*.

i (13) Faz,iar
[EL# straight + K grain/rice — the straight stalks of an *early-ripening variety of rice*.

E (14) N
Z# hide/conceal + :[» heart/emotions — *hidden evil*; *evil deed committed in secret* — *evil*;
*bad*.

= (16) =F; LAZ(S)

As per =# (align) + /[» heart/emotions — be relaxed/at ease (< heart in proper alignment) —
*rejoice®.

W(18) XU TFx s w (D)
As per T # (variant of 77) (unify) + 5 words — concentrate a verbal attack to *punish* (a crime).
Also, *demote™ (a bureaucrat).

i (13) vaz; v L&d
As per Z\# (straight) + H vehicle — straight, *horizontal bar* at the front of a vehicle or
conveyance.



fir (9) vx7;&(%)
A£1# stone + JT ax — *chop/hack off* with a stone ax.

= (16) %7
The element minus % originally combined £ (substantial) + [] circular enclosure — substantial

goods contained in an enclosure. The addition of X bundle to an abbreviated form# of this element
suggests the substantial contents of a *sack*, open at both ends, placed horizontally in a wooden
frame. The character also conveys a minor meaning of *bellows*.

709 4737, (6D)
An abbreviated form# of ¥} (rise) + H sun/day — *bright light* given off by the rising sun. *The
next/following day* is a borrowed meaning via 3.

2 (13) A7, 00% (<)
2# bright light + X fire — *bright*, *brilliant* blaze.

78 (9) —F
As per I (slender line) + /I pair of hands — manipulate objects in a slender line — *Chinese
chess*.

e (14) EX;0509)
As per Jif# (pile) + T hand/action indicator — *pick up/gather* various objects and pile them.

ge (15) &%, h7;50(A)

fifi# great (amount of) + X great — *flourishing*. *Red* is a borrowed meaning, via 7R,

o (18) &%
As per £# (substantial) + ff, rat/mouse — large variety of *squirrel*, or a marmot — *flying
squirrel*.

T 8) #7;2(K)
As per J5# (split) + 1 earth — opening of a fissure in the ground — *split*; *rip/tear open*.

W (1) 750 (25) ;8¢ (D)
As per 5# (stretch flat) + .L» heart/emotions — flattened emotions, in the form of *fear*, *dread*
or anxiety — *be anxious*. Compare 5.

B (18) 7% ;U028
As per TE# (variant of 77) (unify) + /& leg/foot — *hoof* (the single unit of a horse's "foot";
compare ). Also, *take a few steps then stop* («— clearly demarcated units of movement).

8 (18) 7%, 51X K) ;i FH (D)
1 # suitable + F* hand/action indicator — select suitable items (and *discard* the rest) — *reveal*;
*expose* («— discard and leave revealed/exposed).

X () BTN G) 7m0 0)



. here an abbreviated form# of 1 alternate + -[» heart/emotions — alternating (= fickle) emotions
— *changeable®* — *mistaken® («— change on account of having been mistaken).

Br (12) %7
As per J¥# (split) + /& leg/foot — stand carelessly, with the legs split apart — *laxity*.

= (12) varz; £2L09)
As per j&# (straight) + ~ roof/building — straight pillars supporting a roof — *truly*; *honestly*
(« logical/ethical rectitude).

b (12) vav; i
%i# rise + It earth — public space on high ground — *public square/plaza*; *place/location* —
*scene™; *session™ (played out in public).

B (12) 3 (0%-155) ;&7
%yt rise + F hand/action indicator — *raise* fried food out of oil, scattering drops of oil —
*elevate*; (deep) *fry*.

% (12) b
it rise + 7K water — vapor rising from boiling water — *hot water* — (hot) *soup*; *bath*;
*hot springs®.

85 (12) Fv
it rise + K- piled earth — high, *sun-drenched hill*; *sunny place* — *sun*; *warm*; *bright*;
*positive™*.

B (13) Fav

it rise + A flesh — gas rising in the *intestines™.

5 (13) Tav;We(e-H5) ;&7

The right-hand element# combines %j rise + [[alvariant of A person — raise the hand and strike
another person — *injure* — *injury*; *wound* — *damage*; *harm*; *spoil*; *bruise*;
*scratch* — *flaw*; *fault*. A\ was later appended for emphasis/clarification.

& (10) b5

The relevant seal inscription form is an abbreviated form# of 5 (raise) + 1 mouth — actually or
figuratively raise the mouth in boasting, or in exaggerating. *Tang* (China) and *China* are
borrowed meanings.

BE (16) b
As per JH# (rise) + >K rice (here suggesting sugar cane, a plant similar in shape to a rice stalk) —
boil sugar cane (similar in shape to a rice stalk), causing steam to rise — *sugar*.

W (8) Tav

The relevant seal inscription form is as per [F]# (be compressed through a window or hole) + /\
split right and left — rising air that disperses through windows or ventilation holes set off to right
and left — *respect™ («— look up to «— rise); *besides* (above and beyond). In derivative



characters, [+ may appear in the form seen for example in 1fil, ffi and fil.

# (20) b7 Shinjitai % (10)
As per [## (rise — raise) + 5% black (dark) — clandestinely raise supporters — *party*; *group*;
*faction™; *fellow™* — *favor*.

BoO(11) v
As per [Hi# (rise — raise) + 1= earth — raise a *tall earthen platform* (object stretching high in the

sky) — *palace*; *hall* (« constructions built on a platform) — *temple*; *shrine*; *capacious
building*.

W o(11) Yav; ok
As per [Hi# (rise — raise) + 111 cloth — raise a long skirt. *Normal*, *ordinary*, *continual* and
*unending* are borrowed meanings.

% (12) vav
As per [## (rise — raise) + T+ hand — raise objects in the *palm* — *deal with* (« take
measures precisely suited to the circumstances).

® (13) b;& (720 +72%+T-T%) Shinjitai %4 (6)

As per [i# (disperse) + H field — disburse (= disperse) an amount of money fitting the value of a
field — *fit." "Fit (together)" has produced a slew of extended meanings, including *be on the
mark®, *face*, *hit*, *aim*, *purpose*, *expectation*, *guess*, *object*, *put/place against*,
*pawn* and *deserve*.

B O(15) vav
As per [## (disperse) + H commodities — disburse (= disperse) a *reward* — *prize* —
*praise™; *appreciation*.

& (17) Tav; <7 (\e9)
'Ei# bestow; reward + A person (— human agency) — bestow compensation — *compensate*;
*indemnify* (a person) — *reparation™®; *atonement*.

E @) vav;bR0-03%1F5) ;9259003 DIFE (E5H-0+5)

A depiction of one line above another, suggesting the idea of rising *above* (contrast ) — *up*;
*upper®; *top* — *rise*; *raise®; *offer*. Other extended meanings include *ascent™®; *readiness*;
*completion™®; *just after®; *go up*; *climb*; *enter*; *end*; *increase*; *improve*; *on*;
*beyond*; *first* (half); *emperor®; *raise/bring up* (a matter); *record*; *upward* (bound); *go
to the capital*; and *reach*.

= (11) vav
The relevant bronzeware inscription form is % needle/cutting tool + an element# combining a
crossing mark and a circle (= a particular pattern) — *mark*/tattoo a slave using a sharp instrument

(compare K and %) — *sentence*; *chapter®; (musical) *movement*; *counter* (for sentences,
poems, regulations etc.) («— marking elements) — *rule*; *clear* («— clear rules for marking). The
mark/tattoo was conceived of as rising from the skin, and "rise" is the concept most often conveyed

by # in derivative characters. A seal inscription form alters the components to & and -, these
eventually morphing into 3. + .,



% (14) vav
As per F# (mark/tattoo) + Z pattern — *clear/manifest* pattern (originally, of a mark or tattoo).

f& (14) vav;&b(®-5)
As per E# (rise) + F- piled earth — tall earthen wall — *obstruct*; *hinder*; *interfere* —
*obstacle* — *harm*; *bad effects*; *affect™ (harmfully).

B Tav;bEe ()
The relevant bronzeware inscription form is as per E# (rise) + a tall platform (compare %) — tall
platform (rising particularly high) — *trade*; *commerce*; *business*; *merchant* (« people of

China's high plateaus noted for their mercantile skills, who referred to themselves as P%j) — *deal
in*; *compare* («— compare goods in conducting trade/business).

) Tav;kin(zb)
As per Ei# (chant; recite) + [1 mouth — *chant*; *recite* — *advocate*; *advance* (a theory). "§
was devised to replace E after the latter came to refer to brightness.

£ @) Fav;mh(n-g)
The relevant oracle bone form of this character combines A person + a representation# of *long*,
flowing hair — *height*; *growth*; *leader®; *elder* — *superior*.

B (1) Fav;ix®-5)

f# long + 7 bow — *stretch* a bowstring — *spread*; *affix*. The many extended meanings
include *tension*, *tautness®, *stiffness*, *will(power)*, *strain*